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I STORY takes fcarce any notice of 
fir Thomas Wyat, except in the de- 
tail of the circumftanccs of the re- 
bellion for which he fufFered, which 
we (hall here lay before the reader 
from authentic accounts, and in the, 
moft exaft and circumftantial manner ?ofe&k. 

Sir Thomas Wyat was one of tKe • chief Jnftru-*' 
ments in the confpiracy formed againft cjueeb J^ary* 
in 1554, of which her marriage with THiiips foil 
to the emperor Charles VI. was the cidfcl bV 
more probably, the pretext. He was feconded by 
VoL.IL A ^ the 
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4 The LIFE and DEATH of 

^ thr lUikc of SuiVolk, and fir Peicr Cartw of Com 

wall, in the dcfign which he lornicil of raifing i 
• general inlurreihon. It was agreed among th( 

S eonlpirators, that Curew fliouKl art in Cornwall 

Wyat in Kent, and the duke of vSuftblk in Wiir 
wii klhire, wliich is in the eentre of the kingdom, 
lilelilom liappens that all who ;u'e concerned ii 
aconfpiracy acquit themielves in inch a manner a 
to infure its liiccels. Tlie indilcreet condurt o 
Carew upon this occafion was hich as to caule hi 
plot to be diicovered, and one of hi^ aceoir»]>licc 
arrelled before !\e had taken projier ineal'ures u 
fuecced. This obliged hiin to {j;o to France, ant 
\Vyat upon his flight hailened the execution of hii 
defign, though tlie conlpirators at Tirll intended tt 
wait the arrival of Phili|>, in order to colour theii 
defign of rifing with a j^laulible pretext, andrcn 
der it popular v which was not hai\l to be done, Ai 
the inquifuion and arbinaiy iH)wcr were drcadci 
by many. 

Wyat being obliged to alter his meafures, re 

folved to pulh forward his defign, though he waj 

yet unpre[>ared •, therefore, repairing to Maidllont 

with a handful of men, he gave out tlut he took 

up anus in order to jueveni tl\e invafjon whici 

then threatened b'.ngland. He then marchcil U 

Kocheller, from whence he writ to the IherilF tc 

iilK adillance: but the IherilVwas lo little dil}H>fct 

to ei'poufe Ins cauie, that !\e coinnKuided him to laj 

down his arms, ;uul gathered forces in order to op' 

pole him. 

\::": ;••. •/Hvi^i^^'^ii^vjiJ^ j';reailv alarttied M this rebellion, 

•' :.' : *.l^eTnJ\V»VplJ^!i^led with means loililfipaie it, as the 

••\qu(W]:h.^j•^l'' nilVcd her forces when Ihe apprc- 

■-•tttfiftkcF.lrcHcli* to be in a ll.ue of Iccuiity. Sht 

■ /•iflwtrfi^CC;!'^*?^^'''*^ i* advilcable ti) ihul a i^erald tc 
' Wy;rl -wlFi- rfn oiler of full pardoa to himlelf anii 

followers, 
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followers, provided they would lay down their armi 
in twenty-four hours. But this offer he rejefted. 

The court being thus taken at unawares, was 
obliged to put the duke of Norfolk at the head of 
fix hundred of the city trained bands, under the 
command of an officer named Bret. While thcfe 
preparations were making, the fherifF of Kent, as 
he was going to join the duke of Norfolk, met 
with and defeated Knevel, who was on his way to 
join Wyat, and killed fixty of his men. 

This ill fuccefs fo alarmed Wyat, that he had 
already formed a refolution to confult for his own 
fafety, when an uncxpefted accident infpired him 
with frefh courage. Sir George Harper, one of 
his adherents, pretending to quit his party, went 
to the duke of Norfolk, and \o wrought upon the 
trained bands, that^ey all came over to the caufe 
of the rebels, and, by unanimous confent, left the 
duke to join Wyat. 

With this reinforcement and the other forces^ 
which made in all a body of four thoufand men, 
Wyat put himfelf upon a march for London. 
He met near Deptford two envoys from the 
queen, who, in her name, demanded of him what 
it was he defired. He required that the Tower 
and the queen's perfon ihould be put into hfs hands, 
and a change made in the council according to his 
dire£bions. 

This unreafonable demand being rejefted, tlie 
queen repaired to the place in the city where the • 
magiftrates held their aflemblies, and acquainted 
them with the anfwer Ihe had received from^Wyat. 
She then fpoke of her n)arriage, and told them fh« 
had not taken a fingle ftep in that affair without 
the knowledge and advice of her council. In 
condufion, to give them a proof of the confidence 
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flic rcpofcd in them, Ihe refolved to continue ift 
the city, though many advifcd her to withdraw to 
the Tower. 

In the mean time, Wyat continued his march 
and reached the borough of Southwark on the third 
of Febniary, expefting to enter the city without 
any difficulty. But the bridge being well fecured 
by works and guards, he was obliged to march 
by the river fide up to Kingfton, which is ten miles 
above London. Here he found the bridge broken, 
and fpent fome hours in repairing it. He then 

})aflcd.to the other fide with his army, which conf- 
ided of near fix thoufand men. He then held on 
his march to London, and, after fome time thrown 
away in repairing one of his broken carriages, he 
reached Hyde-Park about nine in the morning on 
the fifth of February. • ' 

By thus .wafting his time in repairing the car- 
riages, he loft the whole fruits ot his enterprizej 
for in that interval Harper, who had been lb fcr- 
viceable to him in gaining over the trained bands, 
deferted •, and going directly to the court, informed 
it of his intentions to crofs Weftminfter, and enter 
the city by Ludgate. This advice came feafonably 
to the earl of Pembroke and lord Clinton, who, 
at tlie Iftad of fome troops, refolved to engage him 
as he entered the city : but, perceiving that he 
entangled himfelf in the narrow ftreets, where he 
could not extend his front, they thought it better 
to let him pafs, after orders given to Ihut the gate 
through which he defigned to enter. 

Wyat being ttill miflccl by a periuafion that the 
citizens wiftied well to his undertaking, left his 
cannon under a guard at Hyde-Park, and entering 
Weftminfter purfued his march through the Strand 
in hisjway to Ludgate, Care was taken to block 

up 
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up xbe way behind him, and render his tetrnt 
ainprafticable by fbrtiHcadons thrown acrofs the 
ftreets, and guards placed at all the avenues; 

He believed himfelf now upon the point of 
reaping the fruits of his undertaking, when, to 
his great mortification, he found the gate into the 
city ihut agmnft him. He then HrA difcovered his 
error, and, perceiving that it was impofllble to 
retire, his refolution quite forfook him. As he 
was endeavouring to return, a herald at arms came 
to him, and exhorting him not to throw fo many 
lives away as he muft unavoidably by attempting 
to refill, he furrendered quietly, and was fent to 
prifon. 

This unfortunate man, whofe abilities muft cer> 
tainly have been weak, foolifhly imagined, with- 
out having any ground for his afliirance, that the 
city of London would declare in his favour, and fo 
ran upon his own deftru£l:ion. If he had previoufly 
taken proper meafures, the queen and her miniilers 
would have been greatly embarraflcd upon the 
occafion, as the government, notwithftanding its 
weaknefs, had already made itfelf a confiderablc 
number of enemies. But the failing of this en- 
terprize fo confirmed the authority of the queen, 
that, from this time, fhe met with no more rcfift- 
ance. ^ 

After Wyat furrendered, his men difperfed, and 
■were taken at pleafure, fo that the city prifons were 
foon filled with them. 

While Wyat was bufy in Kent and London, the 
4uke of Suffolk had made but fmall progrefs in the 
county of Warwick. He might have even efcaped 
fufpicion, had not an exprefs fcnr to him by Wyat 
been feized in his journey. He was to have in- 
formed him of the reafons which had obliged Wyat 
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THIS piov>s and learned martyr was born, of 
an ancient and worthy femilyj at "Willy- 
mondfwyke in Northumberland. He received the 
iirft rudiments of learning at Newcaftle upon 
Tyne ; and academical at Cambridge, till he was 
batchelor of arts. He afterwards went to Oxford, 
where he was clcflicd fellow of the univerfity-col- 
lege in 1 52 1 : but he foon returned to Cambridge, 
where he became doftor of dWinity, and mailer of 
Pembroke-halL 

He was made chaplain to king Edward VL' 
confecrated bi(hop ot Rochefter in i547» and 
tranQated to London on the deprivation of Bonner 
in 1549 : but he died in the fiames at Oxford in 

^555- 
Ridley, of all the reforming divines of thM 

time, made the nearcfl: approach to the church of 
England in htT prcfent purity of do&rines and 
difcipline. .His notions of eccleiiaiVical polity 
were hi§;h, but in general jull; and,, in the ceco- 
nomy ot the church, he allowoi an equitable re- 
gard to the siuthority of the ftate. He faw, and 
avoided, but could bear witht he errors of all parties, 
among the reformed i while the dignity, tlie- affa- 
bility, and the modefty pf his. behaviour^ pro- 
cured him a general cftccm with all ranks of men. 

The 
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. this rebellion ; and his greateft grief was, that he 
had, by engaging in iti, occafioned the death of 
his beloved daughter Jane Grey. 

Wyat's turn came next When he was brought 
before his judges, he offered to make great dif- 
coveries if his life might, be faved. He accufed 
even the princefs Elizabeth and the earl of Devon- 
fliire, as accomplices in his confpiracy. This did 
not prevent his fentence, but only gained him a 
refpite of two months before his execution, in 
hopes of drawing fomc important difcovery from 
him. 

However, fir Thomas Wyat, as he had accufed 
Elizabeth, and the earl of Devonlhire, merely lii 
• hopes of his own pardon, finding that he muft 
die, acquitted them fully at his fecond examina- 
tion ; and, for fear of having his fecond declara- 
tion fupprefled, he renewed it at the place of exe- 
cution. 

As no other proof was alledged againft them, 
and their accufer himfelf had acquitted them in 
the agonies of death, ho procefs could be formed 
agiinft them, though Gardiner, by whom the 
queen was then guided in every thing, paflion- 
ately wifhed the death of the princefs. 

The behaviour of fir Thomas Wyat can by no 
means be extolled as rioble or generous, fince he 
perfiftcd in his accufation of innocent Mrfons till 
ne knew it could avail him nothing. However, 
his relenting at laft, fufficiently proves, that there 
are no characters fo bad as not to have a mixture 
, of good in them 5 or, as Mr. Pope elegantly ex- 
prcffcs it. 

Virtuous and vicious every man muft be •, 
Few in extreme, but all in the Degree. 

Vol. II. B THE 
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THIS pious und learned martyr was born, of 
an ancient and worthy ^rnily, at Willy- 
mondfwykc in Northumberland. He received the 
firll rudiments of learning at Newcaftle upon 
Tyne % and academical at Cambridge, till he was 
batchelor of arts. He afterwards went to Oxford, 
where he was elf ded fclWw of the univcrfity-col- 
Icgc in 1521 : but he foon returned to Cambridge^ 
where he became dodtor of dWinity, snd mailer of 
Pembroke-hall. 

He was made chaplain to king Edward VL 
conlecrated biihop ot Kochefter in 1547% and 
trandated to Lonaon on the deprivation of Conner 
in J 549 : but he died in the fiames at Oxford iu 

Ridley, of all the reforming divines of that 
time, made the neared approach to the church of 
Kngland in hrr prclcnt j)urity of doctrines and 
dilcipline. His notion^i of ecclcfiallical polity 
were hi^h, but in general iuil^ and^ in the ceco- 
nomy ot the church, he alloweil an equitable re- 
gard to the authority of the ftate. He faw, and 
avoided, but could bear witht he errors of all parties 
among the reformed \ while the dry;tiity, tl«:.afla- 
bility, and the njodefty of his bch4viouiv pro- 
cured him a general cllccm with all ranks of men. 
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The church of Rome had laid fuch a ftrcfs .on 
the indifpenfible ncceffitv of the facraments, that 
tlie people were taught to believe, that, by the 
Terjr aftion itfelf, without the inward grace and 
<lifpofition of the mind, they were fufficient to 
juftification, unlets the receiver himfelf prevented 
their efie6ls ; and this feems to have given rife to. 
the homilies about juftification. If the reformers 
who oppofed this notion, and who thought that 
men wer^ juftified by the internal a£b of the mind* 
had flopped here, the controverfy would have been 
managed much more advantageoufly, which was in 
a great meafiire loft by deicending to unfcriptural 
and minuter fubtleties. Public difputations were 
held in both univerfities, between the reformers 
and the papifts, concerning the real prefencc of 
Chrift in the facrament. Ridley was fcnt to Cam- 
bridge, with fome other delegates, where a difpu- 
tation was held, for three days together, to prove, 
that tranfubftantiation was not contained in the 
plain and manifeft words of fcripture, nor could 
neceflarily be collefted from it, nor confirmed by 
the confent of the ancient fathers; and, that 
there is no other facrifice and oblation in the Lord's 
fupper, than of a remembrance of Chrift's death, 
and of thankfgiving. 

The debate was fummed up with a great deal of 
temper and learning by bilhop Ridley, in a ftrong 
determination againft the corporal prefcnce. The 
truth is, he was then mafter of the fubjeft more 
then any man of the age -, for, having met with a 
book of Bertram's in the ninth century, in which 
Jie who was much efteemed, had confuted this 
notion of the prefence of Chrift's real flefh and 
blood in the facrament, the bilhop concluded that 
it was not the primitive doctrine of the church, 
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but had been introduced, with other cnors and 
fuperftitions, in the later centuries. 

He communicaed this difcovcry to his friend 
archbifliop Cranmcr, and they fet tfeemfelv^s to 
examine it with more than common care ; making 
great coUedlions out of the fathers,, and other an- 
cient writers,^ to prove the novelty andi the abfur- 
dity of the opinion. They fhewed,. that all the 
high exprcflioiis which were to be found in Chry- 
fibftom,^ and other ancient writers on this fubjeft,, 
were only metaphors and flights of eloqiience, to 
raife the devotion of the people in* this holy cere- 
mony ; though? the following ages: had built their 
opinion on thefe expreflions, and wercdifpofed to 
believe every thing the more readily as* ifi appeared 
morcincredible and extravagant. 

But this opinion of the real prefcnce having; 
been lb generally received in England above three 
hundred years, thefe eminent reformers proceeded 
gradually m difcufling it, that the people might be 
better difpofed to receive what they intended after- 
wards to eftablifh. 

Ridley aflifted Cramner in the firft edition <»f the 
Liturgy, or Common^prayer, which was publilhed 
in I s-is. He wais ranked with Cranmer, Hooper, 
and Ferrars, among thofe called the zealous prd-» 
teftants, in oppfofitron to Gacdincr, Twnftal, and 
Bonner, who were called 2iealous catholics. 

Ridley printed the injundliqnjs whith he had fet 
forth for the vifuation of his diocefej and' ihey^ 
clearly (hew the progrefs that the r^fcMrmatioh had 
made in England. They particularly' iiagoined, 
that none (hould receive the communionj but fuch; 
as fliould be ready with meeknefs to* co^fefs the 
articles of the' Creed when required by- the curate^ 
That the Homilies fhould be read orderly, with-: 

: gut 
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tmt pmiflion c/ any part thereof; and, that the 
Common*praycr be read, in every church, upon 
Wednefdays and Fridays. That none fhould main- 
tain purgatory, invocation of faints, the fix articles, 
bead-rolls^ pilgrimages, relics, rubrics^ primc.rs, 
juftification of man by his oWn works, holy bread, 
pfalms, alhes, candles, creeping to the crofs, hallow- 
ing of fire, or altars, or liich like abufcs. 

The -king's end was vifibly approaching, and 
bifliop Ridley preached before him towards the 
latter end of his ficknefs. The bifhop infiftcd 
much in his fermon on the goodeffe6h of charity-, 
and the king was fo aflfedted with what he faid, 
that immediately after the fermon he fent for the 
bifhop, whom he commanded to fit down and be 
covered. His majefly refumed the heads of the 
difcourfe, and faid his lordfhip muft give fome di- 
reftions how he might acquit himfelf of his duty. 
The bifhop, aftonifhed at fo much tendernefs and 
fcnfibility in fo young a prince, buiA into tears ; 
but defired time to confider of the particular chan- 
nel in which the toyal charity fliouW be directed ; 
and, that the king would give . him leave to con- 
fult with the lord- mayor and aldermen about it. 
His majefty accordingly wrote them a letteic by the 
biihop, who returned to him with a fcheme of three 
foundations; one for the fick and wounded, ano- 
ther for foch as were wilfully idle or mad, and a 
third fpc orphans v and his majefty endowed St. 
Barrfiolomew's hofpital for the firft. Bridewell for 
.the fecond, and the grey-friars church for the 
thirds . . 

The king died in 1553, and was fucceeded by 
his fitter Mary, whofe reign was polluted with the 
blood of martyrs, of whom Ridley was one of. the 
chief. He was at the beginning of her reign fent 
to the Tower. 

B3 The 



14 The LIFE and DEATH of 

The queen releafed Gardiner and Bonner out of 
the Tower, and employed them to pull down the 
reformation. The mafs was rcftored, the pro- 
teftants inhumanly perfecuted, and feveral laws 
cnafted for rc-eftablilhing popery. The parlia- 
ment revived the ftatutes againft hercfy \ and the 
oueen commifTioned Gardiner, as her bloody in- 
Arument, for the extirpation of what (he called he- 
rcfy. He was particularly ordered to clear the 
churches of all married biihops and priells^ in 
confequcnce of which, four bifliops were deprived 
for marriage, as alfo three for preaching erroneous 
do^rincs; and, of fixteen thoufand of the inferior 
clergy then in England, twelve thoufaod were 
turned out for havinjg wives. 

As Gardiner was forcing the proteftants into the 
pale of the Romifh church, he began with exert- 
ing his rape againrt the bifhops, and the moll emi- 
nent divines. The bifliops Ridley, Latimer, 
Hooper, and Ferrars, wrrc all imprifoncd, and 
all fuffcrccl martyrdom : which caufcd an univcrfal 
confternation, anc^ the popifli bifhops thcmiclvcs 
feemcd afhamed of thefc barbarities. 

The convocation was adjourned, and removed 
to Oxford, that the difputc with the protcftant di- 
vines might be held before the whole univerfity. 
To give a colour of juftice to this conference, 
archbifhop Cranm^r, Ridley, and Latimer, were 
removed from the Tower of London to tlie prilon 
at Oxford, where they were ill accommodated, de- 
iiicd the convenience of tlicir books and papers, 
the convcrfation of each other, and any mutual 
nfljftance in the conference y for cacli was to have 
his day fcparatc from the others. 

To thele three prelate:*, under fuch diHidvan- 
tages, a committee from the convocation iuul the 
two univerlitlcb were to be uppolcd. 

The 
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The queen fent her precept to the mayor and 
l)ailifFs of Oxford, to bring the prifoners into the 
public fchools at the times appointed for the dif* 
putations ; calling Ridky a doftor, and Latimer 
only* clerk. It was intended to expofe diefe three 
great prelates to infolcnce and abufc. 

It is the remark of Fuller, that, " This difputa- 
tiori'-was intended as a preparative, or prologue, 
to the tragedy of thefe biftiops deaths ; as it 
were to dry their bodies the more afbre-hand, 
that afterwards they might bum the brighter and 
*' clearer for the fame.'* 

The government and clergy are charged with 
the moft execrable cruelties. The queen was mar- 
ried to Philip of Spain, aiid imagined herfelf preg- 
. nant ; but me declared Ihe could not be delivered 
till the heretics, who now filled all the jails about 
London, were burnt ; while the clergy and coun- 
cil of England were to be the executioners of the 
bloody purpofe. 

Cbmmiffions for trying Ridley, Latimer, and 
Cranmer, were direfted to three bifhops alid fc- 
veral others : but the imprifoned prelates, at their 
different appearances, retufed to acknowledge the 
papal authority. Cranmer was brought out firft 
before the comnfiittee. The next was Ridley, 
who began with a folemn declaration, that, thouj^h 
he was oiice of another opinion than what he 'Was 
at prefent, yet he^ had not changed it uport aty 
worldly confiderations, but merely for a love c* 
truth; and, finceit was the caufe of God he was 
now to maintain, heprotefted that he would have 
leave to add to, or alter, any argument, as he 
fhould fee caufe for it -, and defired he might be 
permitted to fpeak without interruption. All this 
was piomlfed him, but not complied with •, and, 
though the committee aflfailed him by turns, even 

B 4 fometimes 



i6 The LIFE and DEATH of 

fometimcs four or five at once, he maintained hU 
ground, till the prolocutor -put an end by faying^ 
** You f?c the obftinatc, vain -glorious, crafty, and 
^^ inconftant mind of this man *, but you aUb fee 
^^ the force of truth cannot be fhaken i thei^ore^ 
" cry out with me, Truth has the viftory." 

The three 'biihops were adjudged to be obftinate 
heretics, and declared to be no lon^ members of 
the church : to which they all objedcd. Ridley 
told the commiflioners, ^^ That, although he was 
not of their company, yet he doubted not but 
that his name was written in another place, whither 
this fentcnce would fend hinr fooncr than by the 
courfe of iiature he fhould have gone.'* 

The prifoners were then parted, and conduced 
td their refpeftive prifons : where Ridley wrote a 
letter to the prolucutor, complaining of the noify 
and irregular manner with which the difpute was 
carried on -, wherein he had not the liberty of 
making a full defence, nor of urging his argu- 
ments at length* being overpowered with clamour, 
and the indecent abufe of four or five opponents at 
a time : he dcfircd, however, that he might have 
• a copy of what the notaries had fct down ; which 
was not granted. 

^ . Ridley and Latimer rcfufed to recant, or to 
renounce their rcafon upon the unintelligible jargon 
of a popilh eucharift, the common watch-word for 
murder in thofe days •, and thejr were to be delivered 
oven to the fecular arm*. The bilhops of Glou- 
ceftcr, Lincoln, and Briftol, were font to Oxford 
to proceed againft them. 

When, the comminion was re^r, and it appeared 
that the judges proceeded in the name of the pope, 
Ridley put on his cap, and refufed to pay any re- 
verence to thofe who afted by fuch a commiffion. 
Latimer alio protcftcd againll the papal authority 5 

and. 
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and, being both accufed of the opinions -which 
they had maintained in the public fchools a year 
and a half before, were allowed till the next morn- 
ing to conlider, whether they would rctraft or per- 
feverc in them. Both adhered to the anfwers they 
had already made, and the next morning they were 
pronounced guilty of herely, deg;raded from priefts 
orders, and configned over to the fecular magiftrat^ 
to be punilhed. 

Great attempts were made on Ridley, to per- 
fuade him to accept of the queen's mercy ; which 
he refufed,. and a warrant was fent down for the 
execution of him and Latimer. 

They fiiffered on the fixteenth of Oftober, 
1555, on the north fide of Oxford, in the ditch 
oppofitc Baliol-colkge. 

When they came up to the (lake, they embraced 
each other with great affeftion ; and Ridley, with 
an air of pleafure, faid to Ladmer, *' Be of good 
** heart, brother ; for God will either afluage the 
** fury of the flame, or^lfe enable us to abide it.'* 

They were not permitted to fpeak, in anfwer to 
a long fermon preached by Smith, unlefs they^ 
would recant. To this Ridley replied, that he 
would never deny his Lord, nor the truths of 
which he was perfuaded, but " God's will be 
** done/* He faid he had received fines when he 
was bifliop of London for leafes which were now 
voided, and defired that the queen might give or- 
der, either that the leafes might be made good, or 
the fines reftored to the tenants out of the efFefts 
he had left behind him, which were more than fuf- 
ficient for that purpofe. 

. After this, they were ordered to fit themfelves 
for the ftiake -, fome gunpowder was hanged about 
th(.^ir bodies to haften their deaths; and the fire was 
pat :o the woo.l. The powder took fire with the 

firft 
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fifft flame, whichMnftantly put L-atimer out of hb 
pain : but there was fo mucn wood thrown on the 
fire where Ridley was, that the flame could not 
break through ic; fo that his legs were almofl: con- 
fuhned before it was obferved \ and then, a paflage 
being made to the flame, it put an end tx) his 
life, in the fifty-fifth vear of his age. 

The ftation which ooth thefe martyrs had held, 
the regularity of their lives, the mildncfs of their 
tempel-s, their age, and their behaviour at the 
ftake, raifed great commifrration in the fpeiflators, 
and fent them home greatlv difpleafed with thofe 
who had brought them to this end. 
. Ridley's fine genius, and his great improvements 
in all branches of literature necefiary to a divine, 
gave him the firft rank in his profcffion •, and his 
life was anfwerabic to his knowledge. He was of 
an cafy obliging temper ; and, though he wanted 
not a proper fpirit to fupport his charadler, or to 
do himtclt* juilicc againtt the great antl powerful, 
yet he was always ready to forgive any injuries or 
oftlnces. His zeal for religion did not llicw itfelf 
in promoting fevcrities againlt thofc who differed 
from it ; bur in diligently explaining the articles 
thiit v/ere mifundcrilooci, and (hewing their foun- 
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larion in Icripturc and antiquity. The grcatnefs 
of his mind was not only Hiewn in the candor and 
charity of iiis Icntimentfc; he did good offices for 
thole whociiHered from him j he was a great bene- 
factor to the poor -, he expended his revenue in a 
way Ih coming a bilhop ; he maintained and treated 
Jleath, the deprivc:d billiop of Worceller, for a 
year and lialf, in the fame Iplendor as though 
Fulham-houle Jjad been his own \ and Bonner's 
niothcr, who merited notlfmgon her own account, 
dined always there at the table with him, whilit; 
her Ion wa^ in the Tower. 

lliC 



N re HO LAS RIDLEY. 19 

The reformation was greatly indebted to his 
zeal and learning while he lived, as well as to his 
courage and conftancy at his death ; for» of all 
who ferved the alur of the church of vJBnglaixi, he 
bore, perhaps, the moft ufeful teftimonv, both in 
life and death, to her dodbrine. 

He received his learning at Cambridge, Paris, 
and Louyain* . |ie was a perfon fmalL ia ftature, 
but great JA learning, and profoundly read in di- 
vinity. Among feveral things that he wrote, were 
thefe : " A Treatife concerning Images, not to be 
^' fet up, nor worihipped in churches. A Brief 
" Declaration of the Lord*s Supper. ATreatife on 
^' the Blefied Sacrament. A piteous Lamentation 
of the miferable State of the Church of England^ 
at the Time of the late Revolt firom the GofpeL 
A Comparifon between the comfortable Dodtrine 
of the GolJ>el, and the Traditions of Popifli Reli- 
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*' gion." He was concerned in compiling the 
Common Prayer«Book; as alio difputatioas and 
conferences about matters of religion. 
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THIS extraordinary pcrfon was . bred up at 
Chriil's-college at Cambridge ; and, at his 
&rit fetting out in the world, had a ftrong opinion 
of a monailic life. He had always been in earneft 
with his religion: but having been difengaged 
from the prejudices of education, by fome of thofe 
who were burnt for herefy in the reign of Henry, 
he made further advances in the dodrines which 
were not then eftablifhed. 

Latimer was crofs-keeper in the univeriitv of 
Cambridge, and carried it, on proceffion-aays, 
.till he was converted by Thomas Bilney, fellow of 
Trinity-hall, who was martyred in the year 1531. 
Latimer himfclf fays, " Matter Bilney, or rather 
*' St. Bilney, that iuffcred death for God*s word 
*' fake, the fame Bilney was the inftrument whereby 
God called n\e to knowledge : for I may thank 
him, next to God, for that knowledge that I 
have in the word of God; fqr I was as obftinate 
•* a papift as any was in England ; infomuch that, 
" when I fhould be made batchelor of divinity, my 
** whole oration went againft Philip Melanchthon, 
*' and againft his opinions* Bilney heard me at that 
*' time, and perceived that I was zealous without 
*• knowledge, and came to me 'afterwards in my 
" lludy, and defired me, for Qod*s fake, to hear 
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^^ his confefTion. I did £> ; and I learned mor9 
*' than afore in many years: fo^ from that time for- 
•* ward, I beg^ to fmell the word of God, and for- 
" fake the fchool-doftors, and fuch fooleries.'* 

Bilney fo wrought on Latimer, that, of almoft 
a periecutor, he became a zealous promoter of the 
truth; an4 ia iS^Jy he preached his fermon^ 
^* Of Cards;*^ on the qtKftioft gf the priefb to the 
Baptift, " Who art thou ?** Thcfe words were 
part of the |j;ofpel appc»nted for the day, and was 
adapted rather to the time than the text ; for it wa» 
the funday ba&re Chrillmas; and he conformed his 
diicourfe to the playing at cardsj making the heart 
triumph, and exhorting all to ferve God in fin- 
eerit^ and truth, not in the pompous parade of 
ceretnonies, traditions, patxlons, pilgrimages, vows, 
devotions, and other fuperftitions. The whole 
was a feverc reproof of the friars, tvho felt the 
wound, which was afterwards embittered, whei^ 
they faw Latimer promoted to the bifliopric of 
.Warcefter, in 1553, by the intercft of queen Anne 
BuUen, who had made him her chaplain. 

Latimer preached the Latin fermon before the 
convocation in 153:6; and his text was, ^* The 
•' children d£ this world are, in their generation, 
*' wifer than the children of lig^t." He was the 
moft celebratied preacher of that time i the fxm- 
plicity of his tnattef > and his zeal in expreffing it, 
being preferred to more elaborate compofers. 
The lower-houfe complained of fomfc bifhops, who 
were wanting in their duty to fupprefs abufes y 
which was underftood as a reflexion on Crahmer^ 
Shaxtdn, and Ladmer. 

In '153&, bifhop Latimer preached a fermon 
near'the gallows, when Jdhn Foreft was executed 
fi>r denying the king^ fupreniacy. When the 
great monaftcries were refigned to his majefty, La- 

timefc 
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timer {jrefled Cromwell earneflly, that two or thrciS 
houfes in each county, might be referved, for 
preaching, ftudy, and prayer : but, when the aft 
of the fix bloody articles was put in execution,' 
Latimer had the ipecial favour to fave himfelf by 
lofing his biihopnc, which he refigned in 1540, 
inftead of compjlying with an aft that,^ bv exten- 
fivc interpretations, was made commenluratc to 
the whole body of popery. He was prefented for 
fome words fpoke againft the fix articles, and was 
then imprifoned in the Tower with bilhop Shaxton, 
where he lay till the king's death fet him at liberty 
in 1547 ; and, in 1550, he preached at court be- 
fore Edward VI. 

When Henry VIII. tyrannically attempted to 
force his own religion upon hi^s fubjefts, Latimer 
found that he could not have the freedom of his 
confcience, and the pcffeffion of his fee ; therefore 
he refigned the latter voluntarily, without being 
required fo to do. He might have been reftored , 
in the time of Edward, but he chofe to live in a 
private ftatron with archbifhop Crarimer at Lam- 
beth, 2tnd to lay out all his time in preaching in 
different places. 

Latimer may be looked upon as the Cicero of 
the pulpit. His zeal and fincerity infpired him 
with figures of fpeech, to which learning and 
ftudy cannot rife. An hontft enthufiafm gave 
his tongue eloquence •, a primitive freedom ^ave 
his eloquence conviftion. His fermons were plain, 
but pointed ; no vice was placed fo high that he 
would not attack. He.was farcaftic, but the times 
required it; he had vehemence, but it \jras well 
condufted. His difcourfts were direfted rather to 
the reformation of mp-nners, than to the contro- . 
yerfies of religion, He praftifed all he preached* 
In hh repropfs he kaew no referve ; in his re* 

proachefii 
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preaches he indulged no fpken ; for he never ufed 
the former, but where vice was corrigible ; nor the 
latter, but where it was pernicious. He was a 
friend to the crown and the people, averfe to the 
tyranny of the nobles, and indifferent about the 
claims of the clergy. " In fhort, he could have 
^* lived quiet and content under any conftitution, 
^' either of churchor ftate, where the adminiftration 
** was veiled in a man of virtue.** 

He arraigned the vices of the great in a fermon 
at court before king Edward, with a freedom 
which became his charaiSler. He had nothing to 
fear from that religious prince ; and, as he had . 
nothing to lofe, the power of the courtiers had 
no terrors. He took great care of his diocefe, 
while he exercifed the epifcopal office ; giving a 
noble example of hofpitality, benevolence, and a 
contempt of riches •, for which much ^eatcr 
churchmen, both in his own days and fince, have 
not been ib eminent. *' In Ihort, Latimer, with. 
^' a moderate (hare of learning and abilities, was a 
" much greater man, a much better Chriftian, and 
*' a much worthier bilhop, than many of his order^ 
** who have fhone with a greater luftre." 

One of the laft fcrmons king Edward heard^ 
was preached before him by Latimer, when their 
party began to increafe who oppofed the Liturgy* 
He particularly mentioned Thomas lord Seymour, 
of whom he fald, " He was, I heard fay, a covet- 
ous^man, a covetous man indeed : I would there 
were no more in England. He was, I heard fay,. 
" ah ambitious man j I would there were none in 
England. He was, I heard fay, afeditious man, 
i contemner of common prayer : I would there 
*' were n6 niore in England, ^ell ! he is gone> 
*' I would he had left none behind him." 

At 
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At thts time he was fo far advanced in years, 
as to be diftingui(hed by tKc name of " Old Lati- 
•*mer-/' and he openly preached, with great fe- 
verity, againfl: the outrageous fpoil of the goods of 
the church without law or order. Cranmer and 
Ridley alfo delivered their confciences very freely on 
that head : but they Were not able to fkem the 
torrent of Hcentioufnels and corruption, which had 
deluded the land in fuch a manner, as if irrelisioA 
had Been thcconfeqircncc of forfaking confcflion, 
penance, and the ceremonies which had been prac- 
tifed. 

The bilhops and clergy, generally fpeaking, did 
not a little contribute to thts degeneracy \ several 
among the farmer, and the greatcft part of the 
latter, being ftill papifts in their hearts, and com- 
plying only externally with the reformation to pre- 
serve their benefices, not only neglefted the paf- 
toral care, but fct the people againlr it in its preicnt 
tnodel, and were rather well pieafed that there was 
fo much, and fuch great diforder. 

When Mary was crowned, the proteftant preachers 
were imprifoned. Archbifhop Cranmer was fent 
to the Tower, where Latimer was alfo committed 
at the fame time; and fcarcely any bifhop or 
preacher, who had fignalizcd himfelf for the re- 
formation, and did not either recant, or fly beyon4 
fea, efcaped either deprivation or inprifonment, or 
both. 

England was now adorned with flowers and fillets 
woven by the hands of ^ricftsj and brought, Ukc 
a hcedlcls vi^im, to their altar, on which 0ie was 
to pour out her warmeft blood, that of her liberty 
ancf religion. But the blood of the martyri proved 
to be the feed of the church i and their fumrrings 
made more converts than their fermons had done. 

Cranmer^ 
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Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, were fent to Ox- 
ford, to feal the faith with their blood, in the pre- 
fence of the whole univerfity. 

Latimer had (hewn a generous contempt for pre- 
ferment, Ridley for money, and both of them for 
life. When Latimer was deprived of his bifhopric 
on account of the fix articles, he was fucceeded by 
Nicholas Heath, who was legally deprived by Ed- 
ward VI. but Latimer would not accept of his fee 
again, knowing Heath to be of a meek and mo- 
derate nature ', and it was conferred upon Hooper, 
who held it in commendam with his fee of Glou- 
cefter; becaufe Latimer and Heath were both fur- 
viving, and were each accounted a lawful bifliop 
by thofe of their own religion. Hugh Latimer 
continued Hugh Latimer, without any addition of 
title or preferment ; but he was in civility faluted 
as other bifliops, and honoured by all good people, 
who confidered him *' as confeflor-general to all 
'* proteftants troubled in mind ; and he was the 
** treafury, into which reftored ill-gotten goods 
*' were caft, to be beftowed upon the poor, ac- 
'* cording to his difcretion." 

Latimer was warm and fincere in whatever he 
profefled. Gardiner and Bonner knew him too 
well to expe6t any advantage to their caufe by his 
fufferings. The meffenger, therefore, who was 
fent to iummon him firft before the commiHioners, 
had no orders to apprehend him and left him at 
his own liberty. But the old man did not think 
his life of fuch value, ias to put himfelf to the 
trouble of ftepping out of the way of death Ac- 
cordingly he furrendered himfelf, and put the pre- 
lates unaer a neceffity of giving him a crown of 
martyrdom. For " the good old man, confcious 
" of Ws innocence, and difengaged entirely from 
" the world, furrendered himfelf up, and freely 
Vol;II. C . "laid 
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" laid down his life, when the caufe of God re- 
" quired it." 

I have mentioned, in the life of Ridley, how that 
prelate and Latimer were brought to their trials 
before three bilBops at Oxford, who pronounced 
them guilty of herefy, and condemned them to be 
burnt. Notwithftanding cardinal Pole, as the 

Sopc's legate, ftiled both Ridley and Latimer bi- 
lops in the commiflion^ and direfted their degra- 
\dation, in caie of obftinacy, from that chara<5terv 
yet the delegates would allow neither of them to 
be more than a prieft. 

The condemned prelates refufcd to recant •, and 
a warrant came down for the lord Williams, and 
the burghers, to attend their execution. As they 
were leading out to the ftakc, they looked up to 
Cranmer*s prifon, in hopes to have feen him, and 
bid him adieu ; bw-t the archbifhop, being engaged 
in a difpute with fome friars, forgot to appear at 
the window when they were paffing by : recolleft- 
ing himfelf, however^ foon after, he went to the 
top of his prifon, and looking at them with great 
tendernefs, kneeled down, and prayed fervently, 
that God would ftren^then their faith and patience 
in that laft but dreadful fuffering. 

Latimer*5 grey hairs added a veneration to his 
perfon, and Ridley's charafter cxcitf^d pity for 
his fate. They went to the ftake like brothers in 
the fame caufe ; they were lovely in their lives, 
and in their death they were not divided. When 
they had prayed, and were undreffing themfelves 
at the flake, Latimer comforted his fellow fuffercr, 
iiiying, ^* That they two fhould that day light 
iuch a candle in England, as^hc trufted, by God*s 
grace, would never be put out." Latimer's wi-* 
thcred body foon yielded up his foul in the flames •, 
but Ridley's more vigorous conititution, joined to 

the 
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the unflcilfulnefs of his executioners, rendered his 
martyrdom painftal and lingering. 

Thus died thefe two excellent bilhops, on the 
fixteenth of Oftober, 1535: the one, for his 
piety, learning, and folid judgment, the ableft 
man, next to Cranmer, of all who had advanced 
the reformation : and the other, for his zeal, his 
diligence in the paftoral office, and the plainnefs 
and integrity of his life, efteemed a true primitive 
Ghriftian, who had more of the fimpligity of the 
firftages, than of the politen^fs or learning of later 
times. 
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THIS great divine, who was born in 1495, 
was a native of Somerfetfhire, and received 
his academical educaticm at Merton-college in Ox- 
ford, where he was fent in 1 5 1 4, and placed under 
the tuition of his uncle John Hooper, who was 
made mafter-fellow of that houfe in 1 5 1 3, and was 
alfo principal of St. Alban*s-hall. In 1 5 1 8, John 
Hooper, the nephew, was admitted batchelor 
of arts, which was the higheft degree he took in 
this univerfity ; and, about the lame time, com- 
pleted it by determination. What became of him 
after is not eicaftly known •, but it is reported, that 
he was of the number of Ciftercians, commonly 
called white monks, and continued fo for years, 
till he grew weary of a monaftic life, and returned 
to Oxford, where he was converted to Luthera- 
nifm by books brought from Germany, and foon 
became a zealous proteftant. 

In 1539, when the ftatute of the fix articles was 
put in execution, he left Oxford, and got into the 
fervicc of lir Thomas Arundel, a Devonlhire gen- 
tleman, to whom he became chaplain and fteward 
of his cftacc. This gentleman was a very catholic 
knight, and was afterwards put to death with the 
protecftor in the reign of Edward VI. I-Ic foon 
difcovercd that Hooper was a proteftant, who 

thereby 
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thereby loft his protcftion, and was obliged to fly 
into France, where he continued fome time among 
the reformed, till his diflike of fome of their pro- 
ceedings made him return to England. 

On his arrival in his native country, he lived 
with a gentleman named Seintlow, where he be- 
came known, and was fought after to be appre- 
hended. Upon this he^ difguifed himfelf like a 
failor, and went to Ireland, from whence he went 
to Holland, and fo on to Switzerland. Bullinger 
was then at Zurick, where he fucceeded Zuinglius 
in the chair. He had been obliged to forfake his 
country on account of religion, and therefore gave 
a very, friendly reception to Hooper, who was re- 
.markable for his knowledge in the Greek and He- 
brew languages. 

Edward Vl. came to the crown in 1 547, and 
Hooper came to England again, when he fettled 
in London, where he frequently preached to the 
people on feveral reformed doftrinal heads, and 
particularly agalnft pluralities. He had a great 
mildnefs of temper, and was much regarded by all 
the party of the reformed, who inclined to a parity 
of church-government. His abode in foreign parts, 
where reformation bordered too much upon level- 
ing principles, had brought him into a train of 
thinking no way favourable to church difcipline. 
He made the avoiding fuperftition a matter of con- 
^ience •, but he run into the very extreme he 
fhunned, by his zeal to avoid it •, for he fuperftiti- 
bufly declined ufages which he owned to be in- 
different in them.felves, only becaufe they became 
important through the injunctions of fuperiors : 
however, it will appear that he was flexible in thofe 
points, and that he could comply when he found 
the government was not to be trifled with. He 
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agreed perfectly well with Cranmer and Ridley in 
the main doctrines of the reformation, and in zeal 
to promote it j yet they appear to have been very 
apprchenfivc ot nis principles. 

Hooper was a worthy confcientious man. In 
his life lie was blamelefs ; but fomewhat too neg- 
lectful of thofe appearances, which are requifite 
for giving reverence to power, either civil or ec- 
clefiaftic, in the eyes of the people, who fee no 
farther than exteriors. He was a perfon of good 
parts, -and well verfed in the learned tongues : he 
was a good philofopher, but a better divine, had 
not his principles been too rigid in difTenting from 
the church of England, as appointed by Ed* 
ward VI. 

He was now appointed chaplain to the duke of 
Somerfet, and, perhaps, was more fcverely treattd 
on that account, when his great patron loft the 

Erotcftorftiip. In J549, he oecame an accufcr of 
onncr, when he was to be deprived of his bifliop- 
ric, which made him fare the worfe when queen 
Mary came to the crown. 

After Hooper had praftifcd himfelf inhls popu- 
lar and common kind of preaching, he was called 
to preach bef< vv die king, who, in 1550, made 
him bifliop of '. •■ouccftcr, and about two years after 
he had the bi h ^pric of Worccftcr given to him 
to keep in conuiiendam with the former. The earl 
of Warwick recommended Hooper to this prefer- 
ment, as a man who had all thofe virtues and qua- 
lities required by St. Paul in a good bifhop, In his 
cpiftlc to Timothy. But Hooper, having refided 
in Switzerland, and imbibed fome odd notions 
there, was the means of introducing thofe difputcs 
about things indifferent, which have produced fincc 
that time fuch fatal c<)nfcciucncei> in the church. 

It 
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It was cuftomary to wear fuch garments and 
apparel as the popifh bilhops ufed ; firft a chy mere, 
and under that a white rochet ; then a mathema- 
tical cap with four angles, dividing the whole world 
into four parts. The mod fenfible men are not 
without their weaknefles and whims. Hooper was 
a man of learning, and of parts ; but he had taken 
it into his head, that, as thefe facerdotal veftments 
were mere human inventions, brought into the 
church by cuftom or tradition, and invented chiefly 
for celebrating the mafs, and confecrated for that 
ufe, fo they were therefore among the ceremonies 
condemned by St. Paul as beggarly elements. 

In anfwer to this, it was told him, by arch- 
bifliop Cranmer, and bilhop Ridley, that, though 
tradition, in matters of faith, was juftly to be re- 
jefted ; yet, in rites and ceremonies which were 
indifferent, cuftom alone was a good argument 
for the continuance of that which had been long 
ufed. The archbifhop therefore required Hooper 
to conform himfelf to the law •, but he obftinately 
refufed a rochet, and Cranmer refufcd to confc- 
crate him without it. 

The earl of Warwick, who was then in the 
higheft credit at court, wrote a letter to the arch- 
bifliop, defining him not to infift upon thefe cere- 
monies from the bi(hop eleft of Gloucefter 5 nor to 
charge him with an oath burthenlbme to his con- 
fcience. 

It is faid by fome writers that this was the oath 
of fupremacy ; but others, with more reafon, 
conceive it the oath of canonical obedience to 
the archbifhop, which therefore confequentially 
commanded fuch cereriionies as Hooperwas willing 
to decline \ for it is iriiprobable , that the king 
would diipcnfe with any perfon frbni taking the 
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oath of fuprcmacy, wherein his own dignity was 
fo nearly concerned. 

Warwick alfo prevailed on the king to write a 
letter to Cranmer in favour of Hooper, wherein 
his majefty told his grace, *' That he had chofen 
Hooper to be bilhop of Gloucefter, as well for his 
great learning, deep judgment, and long ftudy, 
both in the fcriptures, and other profound learn- 
ing ; as alfo for his good difcretion, ready utter* 
ance, and honeft life for that kind of vocation. 
*' From the confecratingof whom,*' fays the king, 
*' we underftand you do ftay, becaufe he would 
*' have you omit, and let paft, certain rites and 
ceremonies ofFenfive to his confcience, whereby 
ye think, you Ihould fall in prasmunire of laws : 
we have thought good to difpenfe, and difcharge 
*' you of all manner of dangers, penalties, and 
** forfeitures^ you Ihould run mto, and be in any 
* ** manner of way, by omitting anv of the fame/* 
This letter was dated the fifth or Auguft, 1550, 
and was figned by Somerfet, and five other lords 
of the council : but Cranmer infilled that Hooper 
lliould conform himfelf in all points, and denied 
him the liberty of the pulpit, while the council 
confined him to his houfc. Cranmer confiilted 
Buccr and Manyr upon this occafion, who were 
alfo confulted by Hooper. 

Hooper continued Itrong in his prcpofleflion, 
and many arguments were urged on both fides, 
which later ages have more amply enlarged and 
expliiintd. Hooper then publiflied a confelTion of 
his faith, in which he complained of the priyy- 
coimcil. Upon this he was committed to the cu- 
ilody of the archbifhop, who ufed all his endea- 
vours to bring Hooper off from his fingularities, 
but without cffed. His grace then informed 

the 
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the council, that his prifoner was not content with 
his nonconformity, but had offered to prefcribe 
rules on this* head to the public -, whereupon the 
council ordered his grace to fend him to the Fleet, 
aftd he continued there till the next year. 

This extraordinary fevcrity of the council towards 
fo eminent a divine, is a proof, that each party 
took its opportunity of perfecuting its enemies, as 
occafion prefented, or was taken from rfieir non- 
compliance with the new fyftem of parliamentary 
religion. 

At laft the earl of Warwick deferted his chap- 
lain •, and the affair of Hooper, which had flept 
from Auguft to March, whilft he remained in the 
Fleet, was refumed. He was brought before the 
council, to explain himfelf upon the difficulties 
which he had ftarted. The objeftion he made to 
the oath was, the " fwearing by God, the faints, 
and the holy gofpels,'* when hone but God himfelf 
ought to be appealed to in an oath. Upon this 
the king ftruck out thefe words with his own hand, 
and allowed that no creature ought to be fwom 
by. As to the point about the veftments, it 
was compromifed on thefe conditions :' he was to 
wear the epifcopal habit which was prefcribed when 
he was confecrated, and when he preached before 
the king, or in his cathedral, and in any public 
place V and, on other occafions, he was dilpenfed 
with* 

On thefe terms he was confecrated in the ufual 
form 5 by which he lofl much of the popularity he 
had gained with his declamation againfl the efta- 
blifhed rites; Both parties had violently contended 
sbout this matter, which was the means of intro- 
ducing a contention "into Engliand .that has been 
pernicious to the intercfls of religion and the 
church. 

Thus 
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Thus Hooper was confecratcd bilhop of GIou* 
ccflcr, on the eighth of March, 1551, and then 
preached before the king in hi» epifcopal habit. 
When he entered into liin dioccfs, *• nc left no pains 
•* untakeiH nor ways unfou^ht, how to train up 
** the flock of Chrill in the true word of falvation, 
" continually labourinp; in the fanic/* He preached 
*' often, kept good hofpitality ibr the poorer fort 
** of people, and was beloved by all," 

The fee of Glouceder was looked upon as a poor 
pittance for fo great a divine, and, on the twen- 
tieth of May, 1552, he was declared bidiop.of 
Worceftcr, in the loom of Heath, who was then 
n prilbner in the Fleet, fur refufing to aflcnt to 
the book of ordinations. Hooper was nermitted 
ro hold Worcciler inrommendam with Gloucefterj 
for which he was cenfured by the Papids, " Buc 
" let fuch know, that the diocefes of Gloucefter 
•* and Worccller lie conuguous \ that many finglc 
** bilhoprics in iMiglaiid are larger than both, for 
•* extent in land anfJ numlx?r of parilhes \ that 
** Dunftan had the bifliopric of Worecder and 
** l/ncoln with it, at the* fame time, being far 
** more remote -, that it is not the havina; two 
** bilhoprics together, but the neglciling ot one^ 
*^ is the fm; whereas H^X)per, in preaching and 
*•• viliiiiv^^ altorded double diligence in \m double 
*' diocels.*' 

i'he tottipliance of lloo|)er with the rdabliflied 
rrli[:;,ion wa^ at this time, of great fervlce to thti 
pnl)liei but this plurality (;onrcrrcd upon one pre- 
late, is a proof how i\iv the government began to 
deviate fiom the l\\'\&:. maxim it had laid down, of 
not luHcring a billiop to kc-ep even a paribnage ia 
i'ommendam. 1 looper jnaile a very good ufe of 
his power. I Jr villLcd bolli Icc^, and did valt fer- 
vui;> both to ilic churcli ami (late of Kngland. 

He 
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He made to the king a gift of deed of his bifhop- 
ric of Gloucefter, and of all the lands and annuities 
he enjoyed by the fame. Soon after that bifhopric 
was diSbWtdy or rather united with the fee of 
Worcefter, fo that the jurifdiftion of Gloucefter 
ceafed. In the aft of his tranllation to Worcefter, 
he was made biihop of the fame, during his na- 
tural life, "provided he behaved fo long well/* 
But it is probable, the new biihop enjoyed only a 
fmall part of the revenues, confidering the daily 
growing praftice of courtiers begging for ecclefi- 
aftical revenues. 

When king Edward died, in 1553, rejigion 
was fubverted, and this good biihop was one of 
rfie 'firft that was fent for by queen Mary to be at 
London, to anfwer Heath, the deprived biihop, 
and Bonner, biihop of London, for being one of 
his accufers. Hooper was feafonably advifed to 
make his efcape, but he was determined to bear 
the ftorm, and faid, *' Once I fled,* and took me 
*' to my feet \ now I will continue to live and die 
*' with my Iheep." 

He was brought up to London by a purfuivant 
in Auguft, and was very opprobioudy received by 
the biihop of Winchefter, who committed him pri- 
foner to the Fleet on the firft of September follow- 
ing. He remained there feveral months, during 
which time he was often examined, and required 
to recant his opinions ; but he ftood conftant and 
refolute to the^ articles of his faith. 

Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Ferrars, were 
alfo imprifoncd. The archbilhop of York, and 
the bifliops of Briftol, Cheftef, and St. David's, 
were deprived of their bilhoprics for having been 
married: The fees of Lincoln, Hereford, and 
Gloucefter, were declared void, becaufe thofe bi- 

Ihops 



36 The LIFE and DEATH of 

(hops had mifbchavcd thcnifclvcs. Thus were icvcn 
bifliops turned out all at once, by an authority 
which the bigotted queen herfelf thought finful 
and fchifmatical j and their fees were filled with 
men in whom (he confided. 

The council proceeded with vigour in matters 
of hcrefy, and removed Cranmer, Ridley, and 
I.atiincr, to difputc with fomc members of the 
convocation at Oxford, whci*c they all fufFercd 
martyrdom. 

There was a dcfign of the fame nature to be 
executed" at Cambridge, over fome other bifhops 
and eminent clergy, who were in the fcveral pri- 
fons of Newgate, the Fleet, and the Kin^s- 
bench : but tne prifoners let forth a declaration, 
figned by Hooper, Ferrars, Coverdale bi(hop of 
Kxcter, and feven divines, that they would not 
difpute, unlcfs in writing, except it were before 
the queen and her council, or one of the houfes of 
parliament. To this declaration they added a 
lummary of their belief; for which, they Hiid, 
they were ready to oftVr up ihcir lives to the halter 
or the fire, as it jfliould plcafc God lo appoint. 
This prevented any farther public conferences in 
religion ; and it was determined, to filence the 
piotcllants more eflWhially in another manner. 

It would be difagreeal)Ic to particularize the 
numerous dej^rivations, hardfliips, cxpulfions, and 
imprifonmenrs which the proielhuu party, both 
elcrj^y and laity, women as well as men, under- 
went. The government had the parliament on 
its fide, and drove on as furioully as could be 
wilhcd. Nothing was to be heard but declama- 
tions, from their moil florid preai hers, in favour 
i)f tht'ir religion. Nothinp; was to be feen in the 
lliccis, but pageants cxpolal by papifls, and piU 

lories 
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Jones occupied by proteftants ; yet no pomp could 
amufe, no feverity could damp the fpirit of the 

people. 

Gardiner chearfuUy undertook to put the laws in 
force againft heretics ; but, as the people could not 
be intimidated by his threats, or wrought upon by 
his promifes, the council fcnt for the moft popular 
preachcrsr that were in cuftody, to begin the feve- 
rities upon them according to Gardiner's plan. 

It was refolved that Hooper, as the moft obnoxi- 
ous to the government, if not the moft popular in 
his own party, fliould be the leading fecrifice to 
popery. They called him before them on the 
twentyrfirft of January, 1555, and offered him a 
pardon by the name of John Hooper, clerk, not 
acknowledging him to have been a bifhop, if he 
would confefs his herefies and return to the church, 
which he ablblutely rcfufed. 

Three, articles were then exhibited againft him^ 
for marrying, for allowing a divorce and fecond 
marriage in the caie of fornication, and for deny«« 
ing the corporal prefence of Chrift in the facra- 
xnepit. Hooper owned himfelf guilty of the accu- 
fation, but offered to defend himfelf againft all 
who Iboiild maintain the contrary. He behaved 
with all. humility to the biihops, who treated him 
with the utmoft infolence, and remanded him back 
toprifoo. V 

The two bloody bifhops of London and Win- 
chefter had a perfonal animofity againft Hooper, 
who jDchaved with all the conftancy of a primitive 
martyr. He had kept up a. correipondeihce with 
BulKogcr, and others of the reformed abroad, to 
wiiomhefent his. wife Anne, and hci; children ; 
and Jne was at very little pains to conceal his fenti- 
mients, none having ^hten more adive, or more 
fuccefsful, than he was in the caufe of reformation. 

BuUinger 
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Bullinger wrote him a long letter from Zurick, 
dated the tenth of Oftober, 1554, wherein he 
defires Hooper to commend him to the naoft re- 
verend fathers and holy confeflbrs ci Chrift, Cran- 
mcr, Ridley^ and Latimer. He exhorts them all 
to be ftrong in the Lord, fiffht a good fight, and be 
faithful unto the end; as Chrift was their captatr^ 
and all the prophets, and apoftles, and martyrs, 
their fellow foldiers. 

The commiflaoners had declared that Hooper 
ought to be deprived of his bifhopric, and he was 
brought«bcfore them acain, on the twenty^fecond 
of January, at the bimop of Winchefter*s houfc 
at St. Mary Overy's. He was then aiked to ac« 
knowledge the pope to be head of the church % 
which he denied, as the pope taught a do£krine 
diredkly contrary to the doftrine of Chrift : there* 
fore he would not condefcend to any fuch ufurped 
jurifdiftion v neither efteemed he the church, of 
which they call him head, to be the catholic church 
of Chrift : ^* for the church only heareth the voice 
of her fpouie Chrift, and flieth the ftrangers.*' 

He was commanded back to the fleet, and 
brought before the commiiTioners again on the 
twenty-eighth of January, together with Mr. John 
Rogers, vicar of St. Paul's. They were both ex- 
amined, and fent away to be brought into court 
tlie next morning, to fee if they would relent. 
They were conduced to the Compter in South* 
wark by the iheriffs of London •, and Hooper laid 
to Rogers, as they walked through the ftreec 
furrounded by the populace: ^^ Come, brother 
** Rogers, muft we two take this matter firft in 
" hand, and begin to fry thefe faggots ?** RogeM 
anfwcred, " Yes, fir, by God's grace." •* Doubt 

not," replied Hooper, •* but God will pve 
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The next morning they were brought again 
before the commiffioners, who fate in judgment 
in St. Mary-Overy*s church. Hooper would by- 
no means condefcend to the commiffioners, who 
condemned him to be degraded^ and ordered him 
to be carried to the plink, a prifon near the bifhop 
of Winchefter*s houfe ; from -whence he was re- 
moved to Newgate the fame night. The people 
prayed for him as he was guarded through the 
ftreets ; and he was ke{)t clofe priibncr in Newgate 
fix days. 

During this time, be was frequently vifited by 
Bonner and his chaplains, who vainly endeavour- 
ed to make him a convert to their church* They 
offered him wealth and preferment, which he de- 
fpifed ; and then they Tpread a report that he had 
recanted; This report foon came to his ears, at 
which he was greatly grieved -, and, on the fecond 
of February, wrote a letter to difprove that falfc 
and malicious ftory; and, to affure the world, 
that he was more than ever confirmed in the pro* 
teftant faith, faying, ** I have taught the truth 
♦* with mytongue, and with my pen heretofore, 
*' and hereafter fliortly ftiall confirm the fame by 
*' God's grace with my blood;** 

The bifhop of London came to Newgate, and 
degraded Hooper, after reading the fentcnce of 
bis degradation, whereyi Hooper is called a preP 
byter, under thejuriiUidion of thebifliopof Win- 
cheflrer, by whofe definitive fentence he was pro- 
nounced, " An open, obflinate, and incorrigible 
** heretic •,** and, as fuch, was to be degraded 
from his order, and for thefe demerits, to be de- 
livered to the fecular power. In degrading this 
bleflfed biftiop, they proceeded not againfl: him as a 
bifliop, but only as againfl: apriefl:, as they termed 

himj 
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him i for fuch as he was, thefe Balaamiccs ac-* 
counted no biftiop. 

Rogers was degraded at the fame 'time, and 
died a martyr in Smithficld : but Hooper was im-< 
politically lent by the government to die at Glou- 
ccfter, that the hearers of his doftrinfe might be 
the witneflcs of his fufFerings. By the order that 
was fent to burn him at Glouccfter, the Iheriff 
was direfted to call in fome of reputation in the 
county to afllft at his execution ; and bccaufe he 
was, fays the order, *' a vain-glorious pedon, as 
*' all heretics are," he was neither fuffercd to 
^' fpeak at large in goin^ to his execution, nor at 
the place, for avoidmg further infeftion. 

He was much plcaled at being carried to Glou- 
cefter, that he might confirm with his death the 
truth which he had taught there in his life j not 
doubting, but the Lord would give him llrength 
to perform the fame to his glory. 

On the firth of February, before day-light, he 
was brought by the (heriffs from Newgate, to a 
place appointed near St. Dunftan's church in Fleet- 
ftrcet, where he was received by a body of the 
queen's guards, who were to carry him to Glou- 
cefter. He eat a hearty breakfalV, and leaped 
chearfully on horfeback without help. On the 
feventh he arrived at Gloucefter, where he found 
all the citizens aflembled to fee him, who cried 
and lamented his condition. 

The next morning fome of his friends were 
permitted to fee him, among whom was fir An- 
thony Kingfton, who found the good bifliop at 
his prayers, and burft forth into tears, as he fpokc 
ill this manner : " I underftand you are come 
^' here to die ; but, alas, confidcr that life is 
" fweet, and death is bitter •, therefore, feeing 
** life may be had, defire to live, for life here- 

** after 
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after may do good.* The biftiop anfwered, " In- 
" deed I am come here to end this life, and to 
** fuffer death, becaufe I will not gainfay the for- 
** mer truth that I have taught in this diocefs and 
** elfewhere. I do not fo much regard this death, 
nor cfteem this life-, but have fettled myfelf, 
through the ftrength of God's holy fpirit, pati- 
ently to pafs through the torments and extremi- 
ties of the fire now prepared for me, rather than 
** deny the truth of his word/* 

The fame night he was committed by the guard 
to the cuftody of the (herifFs.of Glcucefler, who, 
with the mayor and aldermen, attended him with 
great refpeft. He thanked them for their civility, 
and requefted the fheriffs, ^' That there might be 
quick fire, (hortly to make an end." He told 
them, " He was not come there as one compelled 
to die ; for it was well known, he might have had 
his life with worldly gain ; but, as one willing to 
offer and give his life for the truth, rather than 
confent to the wicked papiftical religion of the 
bifhop of Rome, received and fet forth by the 
magiftrates in England, to the high difpleafure ' 
and diftionour of God -, and he trufted, by God*s 
grace, the next day to die a faithful fervant of 
God, and a true obedient fubjeft to the queen.'* 
He was not carried to the common jail of the city 
called North-gate, but lodged^in the houfe of Mr. 
Robert Ingram, where he fpent the night in de- 
votion. 

About eight the next morning, the commiflioners 
appointed to fee the execution came to the houfe -, 
and at nine the bifliop was brought down from his 
chamber by the fheriffs, and led to the flake be- 
tween them like a lamb going to the flaughter. 
It was market-day, and aboijt feven thoufand peo- 
ple were affembled on the occafion, which made 
VolJI. D hio^ 
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him fay, " Alas, why arc theft people here ? 
" Perhaps they think to hear fomcthing of me 
" now, as they have in times pad ; but, alas ! 
" fpcech is prohibited mc ; notwithftanding the 
•' caufe of my death is well known unto them. 
** When I was appointed here to be their pallor, 
" I preached unto them true and fincere doftrinc 
** out of the word of God ; becaufe I will not now 
** account the fame to be herefy and untruth, this 
** death is prepared for me." 

He was dreft in a gown of his hofl's ; a hat on 
his head, and a flafF in his hand to fupport him, 
as the fciatica, which he had contrafted in prifon, 
made him halt. The people mourned for him all 
the way, and he looked very chcarfully upon fuch 
as he knew. He frequently lifted up his eyes to- 
wards heaven as he pafred alon^ -, and he was never 
known, fince his being tlieir bifliop, to look with 
fo lively and chearful a countenance as he did at 
that time. 

When he came to the flake, which was oppofitc 
the college of priefts, where he was ufed to preach, 
he beheld the preparation for his death with a com- 
pofcd and fmiUng countenance. The place was fur- 
rounded with fpcftators, and the priefts of the 
college were in the chamber over the college- gate. 
As tlie blfliop was not permitted to fpcak to the 
people, he kneeled down ro prayer, and beckoned 
£0 Mr. Bridges, whom he knew, to hear it, which 
he ditl wltli grrat attention, and ref)ortcd that the 
prayer v/a.s made upon the whole Creed, wherein 
tlie bifliop continued about half an hour, and de- 
clared his faith in the form of prayer. When he 
was in the middle of hl.s prayer, a box was brought 
and hiid l)efore hin) on a llool, with his pardon 
irom il»e queen, if he would ret ant. When hefaw 
it, he cried, '' If you love my loul, away with it; 

*' if 



JOHN HOOPER. 43 

*' if you love my foul, away with it.** He was 
then permitted to proceed in his prayer, which he 
concluded in thefc words : " Lord ftrengthen me 
** with thy goodnefs, that in the fire I break not 
*' the rules of patience •, or elfe affuage the terror 
** of the pains, as (hall feem moft to thy glory." 

When prayer was done, he prepared himfelf for 
the ftake, and was undreft to his ftiirt, which he 
thrufted between his legs, where he had a pound of 
gunpowder in a bladder, and under each arm the 
like quantity delivered him by the guard. A 
flood of tears burft from the eyes of all the Q)ec- 
tators as he was fattened to the ftake, from whence 
he directed the executioner where to place jhe fire, 
which was foon kindled ; but the wood burning 
ill, and the wind blowing away the flame that it 
did not rife up and fuffbcate him, nor deftroy his 
vitals, he was for a long time in the utmoft tor- 
ment. He frequently called to the people, for the 
love of God, to bring him more fire ; which, 
though it was renewed, was prevented by the wind 
from putting him out of his mifery, till he had 
been near three quarters of an hour in burning. 

The account given by Fox of his long excruti- 
ating torments is terrible to hear, who fays, he pa- 
tiently bore the extremity of the fire, "neither 
moving forwards, backwards, or to any fide ; 
but having his nether parts burnt, and his 
*' bowels fallen out he died as quietly as a child in 
** his bed ; and he now reigneth, as a blefl^d mar- 
" tyr, in the joys of heaven, prepared for the faith- 
" ful in Chrift before the foundation of the world : 
" for whofe conftancy all Chriftians are bound to 
** praife God." 

This learned and pious prelate was . thus cruelly 
martyred, (like St. Polycarp, bilhop of Smyrna, 
to whom he-has beenjuftly compared,) on the 

D 2 ointh 






I 



44 ~ The LIFE and DEATH k^ 

ninth of February, 1555, and in the fixtieth year 
of his age. 

1^ He wrote twenty-four books and treatifes when 
in prifon : befides, he wrote the Sacraments, the 
Lord^s Prayer, and the Ten Commandmets. His 
writings are moftly thefe : Anfwer to Gardiner's 
book, intitied, " A Deteftion of the Devil's So- 
** phiftry; A Declaration of Chrift and his Office: 
'* Leflbn of the Incarnation of Chrift : Sermons 
** on Jonas : A godly Confeflion and Proteftation 
** of the Chriftian Faith : Homily to be read in 
** the Time of the Peftilence." All thefe were 
wrote from 1549 to 1553: and he afterwards 
wrote, Epiftola ad Epifcopos, &c. An Exhorta- 
tion to Patience, fent to his wife : Sentences wrote 
in prifon : Comfortable Expofitions on the twenty- 
third, fixty-fecond, feventy- third, and feventy- 
feventh Pfalms : Annotations on the thirteenth 
chapter to the- Romans: Twelve Leftures upon 
the Creed : Declaration of the Ten Holy Com- 
mandments of Almighty God : and he alfo tranf- 
lated Tertullian's fecond book to his wife, con- 
cerning the choice of a hulband or wife. 

The manner of his death being fo very fevere, 
very uncharitable reflexions were made upon it 5 
as though he who had kindled the fire of diflfention 
about the veftments, had fuffered thus uncom- 
monly for that reafon. 

Ridley and Hooper were not fully reconciled till 
the reign of Mary, when Hooper had the honour 
to offer the firft agreement, which Ridley em- 
braced with a brotherly love, and feveral letters 
paflTed between them on that occafion. They ac- 
knowledged their mutual faults in carrying things 
of fuch little confequence to fo great a length, and 
aflured each other of their fincere love and affec- 
tion. Happy would it have been for England, 

and 



J O H N H P O P E R. 45 

and much to the intereft of religion, if the fires 
which confumed thefe pious men had put an end 
to fuch infignificant and idle contefts! And, if 
thofe who have fince embarked in them with a 
fu»ious zeal, would refledt more on the fenfe 
which thefe good bilhops had of them, when they 
were on the verge of another world, than on the 
heats into which they put them, when perhaps cafe 
and plenty made their paffions violent, it is pro- 
bable they might be perfuadcd to a little more hu- 
mility and moderation. 
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THIS mod reverend prelate, and moft exem« 
plary martyr, was born on the fecond of 
July, 1489, at Afla£ton, a village about five 
miles from Nottingham. His anceitors came in 
with William the Conqueror ; and Cranmer-hallt 
in Leiccfterfhire, was their ancientlnheritance. 

His father was Thomas Cranmcr, who was 
pofleffed of a genteel fortune, and put his fon to 
learn grammar of a parifli-clcrk, under whom he 
fuffered much and learned little. At the age of 
fourteen he was fent to Cambridge, where he loft 
liis time, till he was twenty- two, in the fubtletics 
of the fchools •, but, after that time, he .clofely 
applied himfclf to the ftudy of the beft Latin au- 
thors till 151 7, when Luther began to write 
againll indulgcncies, and cxpofe the errors of 
j>opery. 

He took his degree of mafter of arts, and was 
chofen fellow of Jclus-college ; but the controver- 
iics in Germany induced Cranmer to lludy the 
lioly fcriptures, and all good writers, both new and 

Henry VIII. wrote a book againft Luther in 

I/:?.' *, at whi(h time, Zuinglius was ellablilhing 

hiv (loctrint* in Swii'/crland. This made Cranmcr 

e:;uniine wliiic i.uthcr Imd wrott*, and heapjn'ovcd 

his 
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his doftrine, though he durft not profefs it at that 
time. 

" The abolition of tafte and literature, were not 
" the flighteft abufes proceeding from popery ; 
*' the revival of letters was one of the principal fer- 
*' vices efFedtcd by the reformation. The Romifli 
*' clergy feared that, if men read, they would 
•* think. It is no lefs true that, the moment they 
" thought, they wrote. The firft author, as well 
" as the firft martyr, among the Englifli nobility, 
** was fir John Oldcaftle, called the good lord Cob- 
•* ham : a man whofe virtues made him a refor- 
** mer •, whofe valour, a martyr.'* It would have 
been a noble prel'ent to the world, if this honour- 
able author had inferted the character of Cranmer 
in his learned catalogue, which would have illu- 
ftrated the above obfervation. 

In 1525, Cranmer married a gentleman's daugh- 
ter ; by which means he loft his fellowlhip, and 
became divinity -reader in Buckingham -college, 
where he fliewed himfclf a profefled enemy to the 
lazy, ignorant friars, who, in return, gave out 
that he was only an oftler. His wife was kinf- 
wpman to the hoftefs at the Dolphin-inn, with 
whom (he boarded; and he went frequently to vifit 
her their-, which occafioned that flanderous report. 
But his wife died in child-bed ; and he was re- 
elefted into Jefus college in 1526. 

In 1528, he was made doftor in divinity, and 
grew into fuch great efteem for his learning, that the 
univerfity appointed him one of the examiners of 
their fufficiency, who commenced therein ; and 
he would never admit any to proceed in divinity, 
unlefs they were well acquainted with the holy fcrip- 
tures. The plague happened that year at Cam- 
bridge, which occafioned the ftudents to quit the 
colleges, and Cranmer removed to Waltham, with 

D 4 his 
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his principal pupils, . to the houfe of Mr. Crefly, 
whofe wife was related to him. 

The caufe of divorce between Henry VIII. and 
Catharine of Spain, had been in queftion two or 
three years between the canonifts, civilians, and 
other learned men. The king was impatient at 
the flow proceedings of the cardinals Wolfey and 
Campeggio, the latter of whom he ordered back 
to Rome, and removed himfelf from London to 
Waltham for a night or two, while his houfhold 
removed to Greenwich •, by which means it hap- 
pened that the harbingers lodged doftor Gardiner 
and doftor Fox in the fame houfe where doftor 
Cranmer refided. Gardiner was fecretary, and 
Fox was almoner to the king, whofe divorce was 
principally conducted by them. 

The three doftors met at fupper, when the fub- 
jedt of the divorce was ftarted, that the others 
might know the opinion of Cranmer upon it. He 
propofed a new method ; which was, that the 
king fliould engage the chief univerfities and di- 
vines ©f Europe, to examine the lawfulnefs of his 
marriage •, and, if they gave their refolutions 
againft it, then, it being certain that the pope's 
difpenfation could not derogate from the law of 
God, the marriage muft be declared null. 

This was new and feemed rcafonable ; fo they 
propofed it to the king, who was much taken with 
it. He faw this way was both better in itfelf and 
would mortify the pope extremely. He infilled 
that Cranmer fliould be immediately fent for^ 
and brought into his prefence, when he fully fatif- 
fiedthe king of his- learning and abilities. 

The king commanded him to digefthis thoughts 
in writing upon that argument, and committed 
him to the care of the earl of Wiltfhire and Or* 
mond, named fir Thomas Bullen, who then dwelt 

at 
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at Durham-houfe, and was judged a fit perfon for 
Cranmer to refidc with, as he had been employed in 
cmbaffies to Rome and Germany about the fame 
matter, and able to inftruft Cranmer in particular 
paiTages relating thereto. 

The iking made Cranmer his chaplain, gave 
him a good benefice, arid nominated him to be 
archdeacon of Taunton. Xranmer finifhed his 
book in 1530, when he was commiffioned, with 
Gardiner, Fox, and others, to difpute the caufe 
in queftionin both the univerfities, and to procure 
their conclufions, which were given in favour of 
the divorce ; and the foreign univerfities, as well 
as the principal reformers, concurred in the opi- 
nion, that *' the marriage of a brother's wife was 
•' contrary both to the laws of God and nature:** 

Cranmer, and thofe who favoured the divorce, 
grounded their judgment upon arguments taken 
partly from fcripture and partly from the fathers, 
councils, and fchoolmen. The chief ftrefs was-laid 
on the laws in Leviticus, of the forbidden degrees 
of marriage ; among which was this one, " not 
** to marry the brother's wife :'* and the cafe 
feemed clear from tradition, which was the only 
fure expounder of the fcripture. They examined 
the validity of the pope's difpenfation ; and af- 
ferted, that, no authority being able to make what 
was a fin in itfelf become lawful, every man that 
found himfelf engaged in a finful courfe of life, 
ought to forfake it •, and, therefore, the king 
ought to withdraw from the queen; and the 
biftiops of England, in cafe of refufal, ought to 
proceed to ceniures. 

A folemn embafly was then prepared and fent 
to the bifhop of Rome, at the head of which was 
the earl of Wiltfliire, accompanied bythedoftors 
Granmer, Lee, Stokelly, Game, Eennet, and other. 

learned 
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learned men. They expolhUated roundly with the 
pope in the name of Henry \ infUHnj^; on the prc- 
rogrttivc of the crown of England* and that their 
muOer would not permit any citation to be made 
of him to a foreign court, and therefore would 
not confent that his caufe Ihould be tried at Rome. 

I'hc earl of Wiltlhirr delivered Cranmer*s bt>ok 
to the pope i telling hiin» that there were learned 
men come along with him from England, whowei-c 
ready to ilefend whvit was contained in that book, 
againll all who IhouKl coniradiel it. The pope 
often piomifod the aml^alVador lo appoint a day 
for the ilifputation ; bui it was a pmnufe which he 
never pertormed. He knew, or fuppofed, that 
Cranmerwas the author of that btH)k concerning 
the king's marriage with Catharine i anil he made 
liim hi)& ])cnitentiary \\\ iMigland, Ireland ajul 
Wales. 

*H\e ambaHador and all the others returned to 
England, except t'rann^er, who ct^ntinueil at 
Home to make good his challenge, and fo far pre- 
vailed, that at lall they openly granted, even in 
the pope's chief ccuut of the rota, that the marriage 
was agaii\1l the law of (nui : but the pope*s dif* 
penling power was too advantageous a tenet to be 
parted with on anv account. 

In I.;?!, the king Iviit Cranmer a conuuifllon, 
with inltrut'titjus to tjuit Rome, and repair to Vi- 
cnntt, as hi.\ lole amballadorto the emperor in thin 
iinportani caule. 'l\\c emperor appoinievl Cor* 
Melius Aj\nppa to ililpute wuli Cranmer, who eafdy 
bnnJp;lit l\is op[H>Meni over to his own fule of the 
ipu'llion ; li> that Ur nu'i with no op|H>liiion there, 
anvl look leave ol* the cnipcror. 

Agrippa was judge of ilie prertigaiive c.nn:, 
and eouncellor ti» tl\e emp<Moi. He had a very 
iVeat «>eniui, wirh an cxienllve kM')N\ ledge of bi\. 

j-Muu^e-. 
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guagcs and things ; but he drew upon himfelf the 
hatred of the Romifh clergy by the freedom of his 
writings, which rendered him unhappy. He was 
perfecuted by the monks, and came* to England, 
where he wrote on the epiftles of St. Paul. He 
was thrown into prifon in 1535, where he died, for 
declaring his opinion too plainly upon the divorce 
of Henry VIIL 

Cranmer went from Vienna to Nuremberg, 
where he contraded an intimate friendfhip with 
Ofiander, and married his niece. Oliander was 
an eminent divine, and Cranmer perfuaded him 
to proceed in harmonizing the gofpels, which he 
did, and dedicated his work to Cranmer in 1537. 
Cranmer fecured commerce between the merchants 
of England and the emperor's Low-Countries. 
The king alfo made ufe of him in another embafly, 
which was fecretly ipade to the eleftor Frederic, 
duke of Saxony. And he collefted the opinions 
and judgment of the moft learned men in Ger- 
many, as well in the univerlities as in the courts of 
princes, all agreeing with his own. 

Kin^ Henry laid the decifions of the univerfities, 
the opinions that Cranmer procured abroad, and 
the books that were written for the divorce, be* . 
fore his parliament. There were twelve feals of 
univerfities Ihewed, and a hundred books pro- 
duced, written on the fame argument. Upon 
fhewing thefe, the chancellor defired them to re- 
port in their countries, that they clearly faw the 
king had not attempted this matter of his mere 
will and pleafure, but for the difcharge of his 
confcience, and the fecurity of the fucceflion of 
the crown. This was alio brought into the con- 
vocation, who declared themfelves iatisfied that 
the marriage was contrary to law ; but the circum- 
fiances thoy were thert in, made their declaration 

not 
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not much confidered, for they were then under the 
lafti. All the clergy of England were fued, as 
in the cafe of a praemunire, for having acknow- 
ledged a foreign jurifdiftion, and taken out buUs^ 
and had fuits in the legatine court. But they 
were received into favour by granting a confider- 
able fubfiidy, and . acknowledging the king the 
proteftor and fupreme head of the church of 
England. 

Henry had no farther intercourfe with Catha- 
rine, who removed from court in July, 1531; 
and the king privately married Anne BuUen, on 
the November, 1533. She was the earl of Wilt- 
fhire's daughter, and efteemed a zealous proteft- 
apt, ftrongly attached to the intereft of Cranmer, 
who was in Germany that year, where he received, 
information of the death of Warham, archbifhop 
of Canterbury. Warham was a prelate of great 
worth and dignity ; he had vaft experience in Jbu- 
fmefs, and had a confiderable fhare in the fteps that 
had been taken towards the reduftion of the papal 
power. Burnet calls him a great patron of learn-, 
ing, a good canonift, a and wife ftatefman ; buc- 
fays, he was a cruel perfecutor of heretics, and in-^ 
clined to believe fanatic (lories. 

The king refolved to advance Cranmer to the 
vacant archiepifcopal fee of Canterbury, and fent 
him word of it, that he might make hafte over to 
England. But Cranmer had difficulties to en- 
counter before he could embrace this great offer j 
and even at laft embraced it rather in obedience to 
the king, than to gratify any pafT.on of his own 
power and grandeur. 

A promotion fo far above his thoughts, had not 
its common effecVs on Cranmer. He had a true 
and primitive fenfe of fo great a charge ; and, in- 
ilead of aipiring to it, he was afraid of it, and 

he 
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he both returned very flowly to England, and ufed 
all his endeavours to be excufed from that advance- 
inient. But this declining of preferment, being a 
thing of which the clergy of that age were fo little 
guilty, difcovered that he had maxims very far 
different from moft churchmen. He returned to 
England without his wife, whom he privately fent 
for in 1534. But the papifts faid, he was incapa- 
ble of a bilhopric, as debarred by bigamy, having 
been twice married: In faying this, they perverted 
the fcriptural fenfe, for the apoftlc only forbid the 
having of many wives at once, which was cuflom- 
ary among the Jews. 

Cranmer told the king, he could not accept the 
archbiftiopric at the hands of the pope ; becauf^ 
the full right of donation of all manner of bene- 
fices appertained to his majefty, and not to any 
foreign authority. The king confulted Oliver, an 
eminent civilian, how he might beftow the fee 
upon Cranmer, without hurtmg his confcience ; 
and Oliver advifed to have it done by way of 
teftation. Eleven feveral bulls were fent to Rome, 
in order to his confecration, which the pope 
granted ; though it could not be very grateful to 
him, to fend them to one who had fo publicly dif- 
puted againft his power of difpenfing. 

On the thirtieth of March, Cranmer was confe- 
crated by the biftiops of Lincoln, Exeter, and St, 
Afaph. The oath to the pope was of hard di- 
gcftion ; fo he made a proteftation before he took 
It, that he conceived himfelf not bound up by it i[> 
any thing, that was contrary to his duty to God, 
to his king, or country ; and he repeated this when 
he took it : fo that it muft, however, be acknow- 
ledged that this looks a little like double dealing. 

Cranmer had read many of the books of Lu- 
ther, and converfed with many of his followers, 

while 
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while he lived in Germany, which had given him 
an unfavourable idea of the ufurpations of the 
court of Rome, whofe claims he thought unfcrip- 
tural and unjull. As the pope had not hitherto 
relaxed at all with regard to England, except by 
delaying the excommunication with which he 
threatened the king, fo it was thought proper 
now to CO one ftep farther towards a breach ; to 
let him lee that the £ngli(h were not afraid of his 

J^ower, and that they could do their bufinefs them- 
clves without him. To this end, an aft of par- 
liament was palled, forbidding all appeals to Romr« 
on pain of a praemunire. 

The church of England having made a full de- 
cifion of the difpute by her reprefentatives in con- 
vocation, there remained nothing but to give 
judgment, and declare the marriage null. Cran- 
mer affifted at the wedding of Anne BuUen ; and 
it is even fuid that he performed the facred office. 
She began to Ihew her pregnancy, and her mam- 
age could no longer be concealed. Catharine re- 
lided at Ampthill, and Cranmer, with Gardinfir, 
and three other bifliops, wenttoDunftable, where 
they cited her, and declared her contumacious, 
Anne was declared queen of England on Eafter- 
eve, and, on the twenty-third of May, fentence 
was given againft Catharme, declaring her marriage 
to have been null from the beginning. 

Among the archbilhop*s titles in the beginning 
of the judgment, he is called, " l^egatc of the 
*' apoftolic Ice i" which perhaps was added to give 
it the more force in law. 1 ne archbilhop, in a 
few days after, by another judgment, confirmed 
the king's marriage with the lady Anne, who was 
i rowned the fame week, and Crannicr performed 
the ceremonies. 1 he king lent amballkdors to all 
courts tojullify what he had done^ and alio fent 

fome 
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fome to queen Catharine, to charge her, to affume 
no other title but that of princefs dowager. 

In this manner ended the great affair of the 
king's divorce from queen Catharine ; which had 
made fo much noife all over Europe, which had 
given the king and his minifters fo much uneafi- 
nefs, and which had occafioned the revolt of the 
whole Englifti nation from the fee of Rome, as 
well as the ruin and deftrudtion of many eminent 
men. 

Thofe that loved the reformation, looked for 
better days under the protection of queen Anne j 
but many priefts and friars, both in fermons and 
difcourfes, condemned the king's proceedings, 
which were revifed by the pope, who annulled all 
that the archbifliop of Canterbury had done. 

On the feventh of September, the queen 
brought forth a daughter, the renowned queen 
Elizabeth, who made afterwards fo great a figure 
on the throne of England. Cranmer ftood god- 
father to the young princefs, who afterwards com- 
'pleated that reformation for which he died a 
* martyr. 

• The papal power had been abridged in England; 
"^Ad, after lopping off fo many of its branches, it 
was now determined to attack the root. The par- 
liament met in January, 1534, and pafled a bill 
for taking the pope's power away ; wherein they 
appointed that all commerce with Rome fliould 
ccafe -, but declared, they did not intend to alter 
any article of the catholic faith of Chriftendom, or 
of that which was declared in the fcripture neceflary 
to falvation : they fubjefted all monafteries to the 
king's vifitation -, and the offenders againft this law 
were to be punifhed according to the ftarutes of 
praemunire. They pafled an adt for fettling the 
fuccedion of the crown, and confirming the fen- 

tence 
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tence of divorce. They regulated the proceedings 
agai.nft heretics, and the eleftion of biftiops. Thole 
that loved the reformation, rejoiced both to fee the 
pope's power rooted our, and to find the fcripture 
made the ftandard of religion. 

The black impofture of Elizabeth Barton, the 
nun of Kent, might have coft the king his crown 
if it had happened in a darker age, when all the 
world went mad after vifions. She had been trou- 
bled with hyfterical fits, which fhe afterwards 
counterfeited, and was taught to fpeak againft the 
divorce, fo as to threaten the king's death if he 
majjried another wife. The parliament took the' 
matter under confideration, and detefted the im- 
pofture, for which (he, and fix of her accomplices, 
were attainted of trealbn and executed. But, at 
the interceflion of queen Anne, as it is expreflcd 
in the aft, all others that had been concerned with 
her were pardoned. The difcovery of this, dif- 
pofed all to look on older ftories of the trances of 
monaftic people, as contrivances to fervc bale 
ends, and made way for the ruin of that order of 
men in England. 

A way was now opened for the reformation, for 
the accomplifhing of which archbifliop Cranmer 
loft no opportunity. That he might carry it on 
with true judgment, and juftify it by good autho- 
rities, he made a great coUeftion of the opinions of 
the ancient fathers and later doftors, m all the 
points of religion ; in which Burnet fays he had 
feen two volumes in folio: but, by a letter of the 
lord Burleigh's, it appears, there were then fix 
volumes of Cranmer's in his hands. 

He was a man of great candour, and much pa*- 
ticnce and induftry ; and fo was, on all accounts, 
well prepared for that work to which the provi- 
dence of God then called him. Cromwell was his 

great 
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great and conftant friend ; a man of mean birth, 
but of excellent qualities. Xhey were oppofed by 
another party, headed by the duke of Norfolk and 
Gardiner ; and moft all the clergy went into it. 
But there was now to be a revolution in the 
Englifli church ; whereby an end was put to that 
blind obedience to the fee of Rome, which had en* 
flaved our ancejftors for fo many ages, without any 
foundation in fcripture or reafon. 

Cranmer represented to the king, that if he re- 
jedted the popc*s authority, it was very abfurd to 
let fuch opinions or praftices continue in the 
church, that had no foundation but papal decrees. 
He faid England was a complete body within itfelf, 
and that every prince ought to reform the church 
in his dominions by a national fynod, efpecially 
when the pope could not be prevailed upon to hold 
a general council. 

Cranmer, at that time, made a long fpeech in 
the houfe of lords, fetting forth the neceffity of a 
reformation. He begun with the impoftures and 
deceit ufed by the canonifts, and other courtiers at 
Rome. Then he fpoke to the authority of a ge- 
neral council •, and he fhewed, " That it flowed" 
hot from the number of bifliops, but from the 
matter of their decifions, which were received with 
an univerfal confent. That Chrift had named no 
head of the whole church, as God had named no 
head of the world •, but that grew up for order's 
fake, as there- were archbifhops fet up over pro- 
vinces ; yet fome popes were condemned for he- 
rely, as Liberius, and others. That, if faith muft 
be fhewed by works, the ill lives of moft popes of 
late fhewed, that their faith was to be lufpeded ; 
and all the privileges which princes or fynods grant- 
fd to that fee might be recalled. That popes 
•Vol. II. E ought 
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ought to fubmit thcmfelves to general councils, . 
and were to be tried by them." 

He then fliewed what were the prefent corrup- 
tions of the ptJpe and his court, which required 
feformation. He'tcfld them the fathers had always 
appealed to the fcriptures, as fuperior in authority 
to councils, by which only all controverfies ought 
to be decided : and he thought, when the fathers 
all agreed in the expofition of any place in ferip- 
tore, that ought to be looked 6n as dictated by the 
fpirit of God. He fhewed how little regard was 
to be had to a council, in which the pope prefided ; 
and that, if any common error had paffed upon 
the world, when that came to be difcovered, every 
one was to be at liberty to fhake it off, even though 
thev had fworn to maintain that error. This he 
applied to the pope's authority. 

The nobility and gentry were generally very 
well fatisfied that the king had afTumed a fupre- 
macy in ecclefiaftical affairs ; but the priefts made 
the people believe that the cfiieen, Cranmer, and 
Cromwell, were heretics } however,, the bifliops 
and abbots fwore to maintain the king's fupremacy. 
Cromwell was made the king's vicegerent m eccle- 
fiaftical matters, with precedence of all next the 
royal family 5 and his authority was in all points 
the fame, that" the legates had in time of popery. 
He immediately betook himfelf to the diublution 
of the monafl:eries, that the king might have their 
revenues -, while Cranmer made bis metropolitical 
vifitation in his province, and carried on the fame 
defign with Cromwell. The effeft of thefe^vifita- 
tions was the fupprcffion of the abbies, and their 
revenues given to the king. 

The general vifitation was caft: into feveral pre- 
cinfls, and Inftrudions were given to direft what 

things . 
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things t6 enquire after. The vifitors-were to de- 
clare all to be abfolved from any rules or oaths that ' 
■ bound them to obey the pope-, and, that all their 
ftatutes tending to it, fhould be rafed out of their 
•books. They were to order, that the abbots 
fhould not have choice dilheS, but plain tables for 
hofpitality ; that the fcriptures fhould be read at 
meals -, that they Ihould have daily leftures of di- 
vinity ; and n>aintain fome of every houfe at the 
tiniverfity. The abbots were required to inftru6t " 
the monks in true religion, ^nd to Ihew them that it 
.did not confiftid outward ceremonies, but in clean- 
• nefs of heart, purity of life, and the worfhrpping 
.©f God in fpirit ajnd truth. The vifitors went 
over England, and found, in many places, mon- 
ftrous diforders. The fin of Sodom was found in 
many houfes, great factions and barbarous cruel- 
ties were in others, and in fome they found tools 
- for coining. 

. The king was extremely incenfed againfl: the 
monks, whom he confidercd as the great difturb- 
crs of his repofe •, which, together with the pro- 
-fpcft of getting their cftates into his hands, made 
.him pufti the matter againft them with the utmoft 
violence. 

, Cranm'er promoted this much ; becaufe both thefe 
hofufes were founded on grofs a&ufes, and fubfifted 
by them ; and. thefc were neceflary to be removed 
if a reformation went on. As foon, therefore as the 
commiffioncrs had given in their report, it was 
very induftrioufly propagated ovei^ the kingdom, 
and fiilly anfwered the eftid which the king had in 
view. Tht -whole natio^i was fcandaliz^ed to the 
iaft degree,' to find the pluces facred to retirement 
and devotion,' a few excepted, given v/hoUy to fac- 
tion, lewdncis, idolatry, or fuperftition j which 
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made it cafy for the king to get them fupprcflctf 
in parliament^ 

Paul III. fucceedcd Clement in the papacy, and 
perceived that an accommodation with England 
was at an end. Therefore, to maintain the ho- 
nour of the papal fee, he excommunicated the 
king, abfolved all his fubjecls from their aIlegiance^ 
ordered all ecclefiaftics to leave the kingdom, and 
the nobility to take up arms againft the king. He 
forbid Chriftians of all nations to have any com* 
mercc with the Englifli people, laid the kingdom' 
under an interdift, and annulled all the treaties 
which foreign princes h;id made with Henry fincc 
his fecond marriage, declaring the iflue of it to be 
illegitimate. 

Queen Catharine died at Kimbolton on the 
eighth of January, 1536, in the liftieth year of 
her age, thirty- three years after fhe came to 
England. She was a devout and exemplary wo- 
man, and highly efteemcd by all forts of people. 
The king appeared much affeded at her death, 
and caul'ed her to be interred in a monaftery at 
Peterborough ; which, for the honour of her me- 
mory, he refcrved when the reft fell, and credtcd 
it into an cpifcopal fee. 

The king foon after fell in love with Jane Sey- 
mour ; and queen Anne fell a viftim to his lult>. 
and the intercll of the popilh party. Anne BuUen 
was beloved by the nation, and was fo much fct 
on doing good, that, in the laft nine months of 
her life, flie gave above fourteen thouCmd pounds 
in alms to tlie poor. 

llie day after Anne BuUen's death, the king. 
married Jane Seymour, who gained more upon him 
than all his wives ever did : but fhe was happy 
that flie did not outlive his love to her. This 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly Ihews tlie rage and injufticc of the king in 
the fall of queen Anne, of which the proteftant 
princes in Germany were fo fenfible^ that they re- 
fufed to make Henry the head of the confederacy 
entirely on this account. 

In the parliament of 15^6, two farther aflrs wene 
•pafled againft the papal power. The convocation, 
or rather an aflembly of all the bifhops, fate at the 
fame time, and was much employed in examining 
feme points of religion. It was hoped that Cran- 
mer was now declining'by the fall of queen Anne; 
and the enemies of the reformation cqmplained of ^ 
lixty-feven opinions that they found were much 
fpread in the kingdom : but all their projefts 
■failed •, for Cranmer was fully eftabliflied in the 
royal favour ; and Cromwell was fent to the con- 
vocation witii a meflage from the king, that they 
fliould reform the rites and ceremonies of the 
church, according to the r-ules fet down in fcrip- 
ture, which ought to be preferred to all glofles or 
decrees of popes. Cranmer took oc^afion to fhew 
the ufelefnefs of the fchool-divinity, and proved 
the abfolute neceffity of the fcriptures to all the 
,purpofes of religion. He prefled a reformation ; 
and, after a ftiarp conteft againft Edward Lee, 
archbifhop of York, Gardiner, and others, they 
agreed on the following articles of religion, which 
made a great change in the dodtrine and difcipline 
•of the church. 

I . That the bifhops and preachers ought to in- 
■ftruft the people according to the fcripture, the 
three crreds, and the four firft general councils. 
2.3. That baptifm and penance were ncceflary to 
ialvation. 4. That in the Eucharift, under the 
forms of bread and wine, were the very flefh and 
blood of Chrift. 5. That juftification was the 
jremiirioii of fins, and a perfect renovation in Chrift; 
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and, that not only outward p;ood works, but in-; 
ward holincfs, were ablblutcly ncccflary. The 
other articles concerned only the rites and ceremo- 
nies of the church, as what related to images, 
laints, ceremonies in worlhip, and purgatory, 

Roger Afcham, the orator of the univerfity at 
Cambridge, could not endure the fmell of fifli, and 
applied toCranmer for a difpenfation to eat flcfh 
in Lent, and on fifli days, which were then ftriftljr 
obferved in the collegers. The archbifliopdid not 
know him, but received his fuit with all humanity. 
But, whether he tliought it out of his power to 
IXvani a licence of that latitude, or to avert tlic cen- 
iiire that he might incur, if he (hould have done 
It by Ills own .luthority; or reckoning it a matter 
of law, rather than religion, he put himfelf to the 
trouble of procuring the king's licence under the 
privy-leal f(;r Afcham : and, when he had done 
that, coiifidering an academic's poverty, he re- 
Icaled him of the whole charges of taking it out, 
paying th'.; whole fees himfelf. The archbi(hop*s 
opinion concerning Lent, made way for his more 
read'/ yielding to Afcham's requeflj for he held 
the keeping of Lent, as founded in a pofitivc 
iiwVy rather tiian as a religious duty, and thought 
it ncaffary that fo the people fhould be taught and 
indniCiC'd. 

Thr fame year, Cranmer fent Erafmus a prefent 
of ei;:;hteen angels. Hie l.'nglifh nation abounded 
\viih difconr^nted people, and infurreftions and 
rebellioir; enfued. The latter times of Henry 
Vlll. may be compared well enough with thofe of 
the en'jj^eror Conllantius, who was cruel towards 
thole iluit truly or falfely were charged with trcafori. 

The ncv/ queen was delivered of a prince ; but 
died In child- bed, in 1537. Cranmer and Crom- 
well, feeing their hopes of the reformation dccay^ 

after 
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after the deaths of Anne Bullen and Jane Seymour, 
thought it neceflary to fupport their party by mari- 
rying the king to Atine of Cleve. Cromwell foon 
after loft his life for making this match •, but Cran^ 
mer ftill had the favour of the king. 

The Bible was tranflated into Englifh by the 
means of Cranmer, who began with the New 
Teftajment, taking Tindal's tranflation, which he 
divided into ten parts, and fent to the beft learned 
bilhops, and others, each of them a part, to make 
a perfe<5l corredlion thereof. It was printed in 
Auguft, 1537, by Richard Grafton; and the 
archbilhop faid this gave him more good than the 
gift often thoufand pounds. Cromwell procure^ 
a general warrant from the king, allowing all his 
fubjefts to read it ; for which Cranmer wrote his 
thanks to Cromwell, " and rejoiced to fee the day 
*' of reformation now rifen in England, fince the 
*' word of God fnone over it all without a cloud." 
The clergy were ordered to ftt up Bibles in their 
churches, and to encourage the people to read 
them ; as alfo to teach them the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, inEnglilh. 
Some of the main points of the former fupcrftition 
were alfo ftruck at, about images, pilgrimao-es 
and the invocation of faints : but the free ufc of 
the fcripturcs gave the deadlieft blow to all ; and 
all the clergy fubmitted to them without any mur- 
muring. 

The king drew up fix articles, which the duke 
of Norfolk offered to the parliament. The firft 
was for the corporal prefen<:e. 2. For communion 
in one kind. 3. For obfcrving the vows of chaf- 
tity. 4. For private maffes. 5. For the celibacy 
pf clergy : and the fixth was for auricular confef, 
fzo^i. Ihc king intended by thefc articles to fcreen 
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himfelf from the imputation of herefy and innova- 
tion, 

Cranmer was the only perfon who had courage 
of mind enough to oppofe the eftablilhing thefe 
articles by aft of parliament : he argued againfl: 
them for three days together in the houfe of lords 
with great fpirit and judgment : but he was fingle 
and unfupported. When it came to the vote, the 
king dcfired Cranmer to go out -, but he excufed 
himfelf, for he thought he was in his confcicncc 
obliged to vote againft it. 

Thefe articles were pafled into a law, whereby 
none were fuflFered to fpeak a word againft the doc^ 
trine of tranfubftantiation, upon pain of being 
burnt to death as a heretic, without the benefit of 
abjuration ; and it was made felony to diiputc 
againft the other five articles, or for married priefts 
to retain their wives. 

The poor reformers were now expofed to the 
rage of their enemies, and had no comfort from 
any part of it but one, that they were not delivered 
up to the cruelty of the ecclefiaftical courts, or the 
trials ex officio ; but were to be tried by juries : 
yet the denying the benefit of abjuration was a 
feverity witho\it a precedent, and was a forcing 
martyrdom on them, fince they were not to be 
the better for their apoftacy. 

The king ordered Cranmer to put in writing all 
the arguments he had ufed againft the fix articles, 
and bring them to him. By the ftatutes, this was 
a crime which might bring a man to the Itake; but 
the archbifhop, confiding m the king's honour and 
friendlhip, drew up his reafons which had induced 
him to oppofe this law •, grounded chiefly on the 
fcriptnres, and the authority of the ancient doftors 
of the church. The Roman zealots fcconded 

their 
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their blow by " A Book of Ceremonies, to be 
•* ufed by the Church of England/* all running 
after the popifti ftrain : but our laborious metro- 
politan anfwered it himfelf, and prevented its re- 
ception. 

Cranmer procured an order that all private 
perfons might have Bibles in 'their houfes, which 
was vehemently oppofed by Gardiner, who in- 
lifted that, without tradition, it was impoffible to 
underftand the meaning of the fcriptures ; and one 
day, before the king, he challenged Cranmer to 
fliew any difference between the fcriptures and the 
apoftles canons. The refult of the debate was, the 
king judged in favour of Cranmer, and faid, he was 
an old experienced captain, and ought not to be 
troubled by frefh men and novelties. 

Cromwell was beheaded in 1540, having been 
deferted by all his friends except Cranmer, who 
alone ventured to write to the king in his fayour ; 
but to no purpofe, though he was condemned 
without the knowledge of what he was guilty. 

The next work of the popifh party was to facrt- 
fice Cranmer, who became inftrumental to the re- 
formation in Scotland. Gardiner and his party 
preferred bills of accufation againft Cranmer*s 
chaplains, upon the ftatute of the fix articles ; and 
they drew up another book againft the archbiihop 
himfelf. 

Gardiner employed many to infufe it into the 
king, that Cranmer gave the chief encouragement 
to herefy of any in England, and that it was in vain 
to lop qAF the branches, and leave the root ftill 
growing. The king till then would never hear the 
complaints that were made againft Cranmer; but 
he was now willing to draw out all that was to be 
faid againft him, that he might penetrate into the 

depth 
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fdcpth of this defign, which he found was conduced 
by Gardiner. 

His majcfty went in his barge to Lambeth, and 
fliewcd the archbilbop the accufations tlnr had 
been alledged againft him. His grace cor-lltlU-d 
)ie was rtill of the fame mind as when he firft op- 
poled the fix articles, though he had done nothing 
contrary to them, and deiired the king that he 
plight have a trial. Henry then allied himaboup 
his wife •, and Cranmer faid, he had fent her into 
Germany on the pafling of this aft. 

• 1 lis majcfty was fo charmed with his opennef? 
and 'integrity, that he difcovcred the whole plot 
that was laid againft him, and infiftcd on his pro- 
ceeding againft his enemies. But the good arch- 
bifliop made it appear, that he was actuated by 
that meek and lowly fpirit that become all the fol- 
lowers of Chrift ; more efpccially one that was fy 
great an inftrument in reforming the Chriftian re- 
ligion ; and did in fuch eminent afts of charity 
flicw that he. himfelf pradtifed what he taught 
oUicrs to do. However, the feverity of the {i}c 
articles was qualified by parliament, to prevent 
iiich difcoverics for the future. 

But another defign was laid againft Cranmer's 
life, in 1546, which the king alfo difcovered to 
hull, and upbraided his enemies, who were then 
convinced of his majefty's unalterable favour to 
him, and never made any more attempts upon 

him. 

The archbifliop had hitherto wore his paternal 
coat of arms, which were three cranes fable : but 
the king now altered them into three pelicans feed- 
ing their young with their own blood, and told his 
grace, " That thole birds ftiould fignify to hin^, 
thap Jic ought to be ready, like the pelican, to flied 
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tris blood for hi$ young ones, brought up in the 
faith of Chrlil \ ^' for," laid the king, *' you are 
" like to be tried if you will ftand to your tackling 
'•* at length :" which accordingly happened. 

Gardiner then attempted to perfuade the king 
that his queen, Catharine Parr, was a heretic •, but 
fhe artfully efcaped the dan<jer •, and thefe attempts 
againlt her and the archbifhop proved very preju- 
dicial to the enefnies of the reformation. Cranmer 
would not meddle in their difgrace and fall, but 
retired to Croydon, while the attainder paflcd 
againft the duke of Norfolk, and continued there 
till the king fent for him when he was dying. His 
majefly was fpeechlefs before Cranmer came ; how- 
ever, his grace defired that, if the king was fcnfi- 
ble, he would give fome token of his dying in the 
Faith of Chrilt ; upon which he fqueezed the arch- 
bifhop*s hand, and foon after expired. 

Henry was fucceeded by his fon Edward, under 
whofe government and proteftion the ftate of 
Cranuier, who was his godfather, was not im- 
paired, but advanced. The archbifliop was one 
of the council appointed by the late king's will. 
He was now delivered frQm the confideration of 
fear, intereft, and gratitude, that had fettered him 
during the late king's reign. He had the ends of 
reformation fo much at heart, that he had not 
enough attended to the reftitude of means. His 
parts'were How, but fure-, his zeal was gentle, but 
llrong : in conduft, he was not intrepid, but per- 
fevering : he fometimes deviated from the road, 
but he never loll fight of the objeft ; and, when 
be was at liberty to return to the right path, his 
approaches to reformation were rapid, though 
Tilcnt ; for his motions were quickened when the 
reftraint was* rcmovc^d. 
" ' The 
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The young king was crowned by the arch- 
bifliop, who made an. excellent fpeech, wherein 
he explained the ends of the Iblemn rites of coro- 
nation •, and fliewed, that it was not in the power 
ofbifhops, after having anointed the kings, to re- 
ceive or reiedt them. He exhorted the young 
king to follow the precedent of good Jofias, to 
regulate the worfhip of Go<l, to fupprefs idolatry, 
reward virtue, execute jullice, relieve the poor, 
reprefs violence, and punifli the evil-doer. 

This fpeech occafioned a royal vifitation to be 
Tefolved on, for rcdifying the diforders of the 
church, and reforming religion. The greateft 
difficulty which Cranmer met with in his defign, 
was the mifcrable condition of the parochial clergy, 
and the want of able men to propagate it over 
England. He had procured feveral of the beft 
books, written abroad againft popery, to be tranf- 
lated and publiftied in England. He likewife pub- 
lilhed a Catechifm, which he tranflated and im- 
proved from the Latin, anu was principally aimed 
at the abolifhed worfliip. He alfo compofed fe- 
veral homilies, to be delivered by priefls, many of 
whom were too ignorant for compofmg fermons* 
Thefe, with a great number of other trafts, dif- 
fufed the principles of reformation -, and part of 
the Engliih fervice for the evening-prayer, was 
faid in the king's chapel. The facrament was ad- 
miniftered in both kinds; the doftrine of purgatory 
was exploded with the reformed, and the marriage 
of the clergy was allov/cd. 

The book of Homilies v;as chiefly compofed by 
Cranmer, and was intended principally to explain 
the method of our falvation according to the GofpeL 
Belides this book of Homilies, and the Bible, it 
was likewife ordered there fliould be, in every 
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church, Erafmus's Paraphrafe on the New Tefta- 
ment, tranflated into Englifh, for the inftrudkion 
of the lefs learned part of the clergy, as well as the 
people. 

The fix articfcs made by king Henry, had been 
more obferved than the injunftions publiflied by 
Cromwell, and a new fet of injunftions were given 
to the vifitors to diftribute throughout every pa- 
xifti. They fvwnmoned the bifhops and the mem- 
bers of each cathedral, who were to take the oath 
of fupremacy, and prefent all things in their 
church and diocefe that were neceffary to be re- 
formed. The injundlions were thirty-fix in num- 
ber, which fhew the moderation of the reformers^ 
and the wifdom and care of the good archbifliop : 
but they likewife fhew to what a degree of corrup- 
tion and fuperftition the church of England was de- 
generated, and how much it ftood in need of a re- 
formation : and ** it would be well for the church 
•* and for religion, if fome of thefe corrupHiions did 
•* not continue to this day to be complained of/* 

The vifitors met with little o|^ofition; and 
Cranmer fuccefsfuUy carried on the reformation 
till the fall of his illuftrious friend the lord protec- 
tor. The archbilhop wrote ** The Tnie Doftrine 
of the Sacrament in five books," for the public 
inftruAion of the church of England, which was 
received in the reign of queen Elizabeth. It was 
anfwered by Gardiner, whom the archbilhop eafily 
confuted in open court at Lambeth, 

The Sacrament being the commemoration of 
Chrift*s facrifice on the crofs, and fo, by a figure of 
fpeech, being called a facrifice, the people were 
taught to ima^ne, that the confecration and con- 
fuming of the elements by the priefts was an aftion 
expiatory in itfelf both for the dead and living. 
Hence aroie that infinite number pf mafles in the 
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church of Rome, for faints, for fouls, for rain, foY 
licalth, for any particular blcfllng, and indeed for 
all the accidents of human lifcy which were di- 
ftinj);uifli{*d only by the variation of a coUci^t. But 
this whole trade of matting was now removed by 
an adt about the iacramrnt, which reformed thole 
abufes, and ordained that the peop'e Ihould re- 
ceive it in both the kinds of bread and wine, agree- 
able to the firll inflitution of Chrilb, and the pri- 
mitive pradice of the church. 

Cranmer went on labourinjV afid writ'hg to" roct 
D\) the luperftition^ and to remove the ])rejudiccs 
of his countrymen : but he was opj)oled in his 
(iefign by many, efpecially in the univerlities. 
liowever, under all this oppolirion, and even un- 
der all this abufe, his fpirit l^reathed nothing but 
genilenefs and perlliafion. When it was obferved 
to him, that, if his o])ponenr.s had the power which* 
he then poflefled, ihcy would flicw his grace no fa- 
vour-, he re])lied, with the piety of a true ChnlHaii, 
^' Well, if (lod lu provide, we murt abide it." 

M'lie archl)ifhop had feveral learned men in his 
fiuviily ; ibme of which he lent <or from abroad, 
and eiilenained others in companion, who Were 
exiles i'dv relir.'ion. Among the former, were Mai*- 
tin Ihicer, and IVter Martyr, who^ by rhedircAion 
of his j/racc^ wrote to tlu: princels I'Uizabefh, 
((imiv.ciidiiif*; iier lludy in j^iety and learning, and 
exciting!; Iier lo i)roceed thcreiii. 'I'hoie two emi- 
ii'iit divinr<i were preferred to jniblic j)laces of 
jradinjr in ijie univerfities, where they were of 
<Meiu lervice to the reformation, a?; isfliewn in their 
live';. 'J he 'uclibiflio]) emph^yed liiicer in-review- 
iuL', J lie Ijooh^'f Common-Prayer; and thel'oreign 
pron Hants had fuch joy and iavi^fat^lion with this 
ellal^liOimi nr (>f relitijion in Kn/dand, that the heads 
of theui, luv.h as Calvin and iUiUinger, oMered to 
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makeking Edward the defender of their faith, and 
to have epifcopal churches, the better to affiftancj 
unite together. But this was prevented by the 
council of Trent, who concluded that Rome and 
her clergy would utterly fall if that union was not 
ftopt. However, feveral congregations of foreign- 
ers came and fettled in England. 

*V Mafs for the lady Mary was denied, to the em- 
*' peror's embaflador. Jqan Bocher, otherwife 
*^ called Joan of Kent, was burnt for holding, that 
^' Chrift'.was not incarnate of the Virgin Mary. 
*' And the bifliop of Winchefter, after a long 
*' trial, was depofed his bilhopric." CommifTioh- 
ers were fent to enquire about church oi*naments 
in 1552 •, and but one filver chalice was left to 
each church. A commifllon was ifllied to the arch- 
bifhop, and feveral others, to reform the ecclefi- 
aftical laws ; which work was to be fupervifed by 
Ills grace, who brought, it . to perfedtion : but it 
wanted the royal ratification, which was delayed, 
partly by bufinefs, and partly by enemies. His 
grace alfo prefided among the commiffioners, who 
drew up the book, containing the forty-two arti- 
cles of religion ; which he had long bore in his 
mind, as excellently ferviceable for the creating of 
a concord and quiqtnefs among men, and for the 
putting an end to contentions and difputes in mat- 
ters of religion. 

The laft thing we hear of concerning Cranmer 
in this reign, was his refiifal to comply with the 
new fettlement of the crown in favour of lady Jane 
Grey. When that inftrument was to be 'figned 
by the privy-council, the archbifhop was abient i 
and when he was preffed to fet his hand as the reft 
had done, he oppofed the whole tranfaftion with 
great vehemence. Nothing could niove him to 
confent to the difinheriting of the daughters of his 

late 
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late fovereingn, till the dying king requefted it in 
a very moving manner; faying, That he hoped his 
grace alone would not ftand out, and be more re- 
pugnant to his will, than all the reft of his council 
were. Such a requeft, and intended for the prefer- 
vation of the proteftant religion, made a great im* 
prefTion upon the archbilhop, who firft fpoke with 
the judges, and then fubfcribed. 

Soon after the king died ; but was not interred 
till after Mary was crowned, when archbifhop 
Cranmer performed the funeral fcrvice with a for- 
rowful heart, according to th)e form in the Com- 
molfi Prayer-Book. He mourned for him as his 
godfon, as his pupil, and his king. 

Queen Mary, with very bloody fteps, afcended 
the throne ; from whence flie hurled deftruftion 
on the new religion, by deftroying its principal 
fupporters, as mentioned in the lives or Ridley^ 
Latimer, and Hooper. Lady Jane Grey was not 
allowed the liberty of a private ftation, by the un- 
bounded ambition of her father-in-law the duke 

• 

of Northumberland : but thiat excellent lady loft 
her life to gratify his luft of power, which alio 
ruined himfelf and almoft all his family. 

Cranmer appeared among the councilwhich pro« 
claimed queen Jane, and was one of thofe who 
figned the letter to Mary, whofe difpofition he 
knew, and was willing to fupport lany Jane, in 
hopes of fupporting the reformation. 

The duke of Norfolk, Gardiner, and Bonner^ 
with fome others, were releafed from the Tower^ 
Mary's firft care was to eftablifli her own religion, 
and oblige the kingdom to return immediately to 
what flie called, " the union of the catholic 
*' church.*' She appointed Gardiner her chancel* 
lor, to whom, with Bonner, ftie entrufted the 
bloody work of deftroying the reformation. The 
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reformed foreigners were permitted to leave the 
kingdom ; which was the only aft of mildneft and 
equity fhewn in this reign, with reference to reli- 
gion.- The deprived bilhops were reftored, and 
the reformed bifhops were imprifoned ; the refor- 
mation laws were repealed, and the old laws re- 
vived ; popery reflourifhed, and the reformation 
feemed loft. 

Cranmer had faved the life of Mary merely by 
his foUicitation, when her father intended to put 
her to death : but fhe had conceived a mortal 
averfion to him, on account of the lentence of 
divorce which he pronounced againft her mo- 
ther. Mary alfo called Cranmer tlie chief of 
heretics, and marked him out for deftruftion. He 
had efcaped a fnare laid for him in the Star-cham- 
ber-, but he was cited before the council, and 
fent to the Tower, on an accufation of treafon, 
and of publifhing feditious libels. The charge of 
treafon was for figning the inftrument of lady 
Jane's fucceflion; and that of fedition was for 
publicly offering to maintain the reformation 
made under the late king. 

The archbifhop had been advifed to quit the 
kingdom, and avoid the ftorm that was rufhing on 
the Proteftants, of whom about a thoufand fled to 
Germany and Switzerland ; but the archbifliop was 
determined to face the danger, and juftify his 
doftrine : he would not perfuade others to abide a 
perfecution ; yet, confidering the poft he held, 
and the principal hand he had in the reformation, 
he thought it an indecent thing for him to fly 
abroad j and no entreaties could prevail on him 
to go. 

Holgate, archbifliop of York, Ridley, and 
Latimer, were alfo , committed to the Tower, 
whih was fo crowded with prifoners, that Cranmer, 

\0L.II. F Ridley, 
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Ridley, I.ntimcr, and Bradford/ were all thraft td^ 
gcchcr into one chamber. They read over the NcV 
iVftanicnt with great care and iludy, to lee if the/ 
could fiiul any thinji; that might favour the popilh 
dodrinc of tranrublliintiation; bnr they could Hnd 
none*; nor any thing toflicw that the mafs was any 
facrificc for fin. 

A corrupt parliament was procured, who com- 
plied with every mcafurc that could oblige the 
court. They abrogated all the laws made in fa- 
vour of the reibrmation, and reftored every thing 
belonging to the ancient religion. The pope fent 
cardinal Pole, as his legate, '*' to bring back to the 
** fold of Chrirt the flieep that were gone aftray :" 
and, as the parliament had fully r^lVored the papal 
authority, the legate granted the kingdom a lull 
ablblurion, which was received bv both lioufes on 
their knees. Thus every thing was brought back 
to the fame flate as before the twentieth year of 
Henry VIII. with this additional grief to the pro- 
teftants, that the queen was married to- Philip, . 
king of Spain, who came ro I'.ngland, where it 
was fcaivd he vs^ould introduce the Auftrian ty- 
ranny, and the Spanifli inquifition. Wyat's rebel- 
lion was fupprefled^ and the princels Klizabeth was 
imprifoned -, after whicli, the whole kingdom be- 
came a bloody kxnc of papal fury> revenge, and 

rrutiry. 

Cranmer wan committed to rfie Tower on the 
fourteenth of September, 1553, and was arraigned 
for treafon in Guildliall, on the thirteenth of No*- 
vember following, with lady Jane Cirey, and lord 
Guilford Dudley. As the government afFedted ■ 
great lenity, they all pleaded guilty, though the 
queen was relblved they Ihould die. Crannicr 
made u fpeech to the judges, wherein he endca- ■ 
voured tomitigite his crime, by appealing to the 

kuowledg^ 
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knowledge of thofe who were prefent^ if he had 
not refufed to. fign the will until the judges pro- 
nounced it to be legal. The other members of the 
council, who had figned king Edward's will, were 
pardoned, and fo was Cranmer of the treafon ; but 
his death was decreed, and it was refolved he fhould 
be proceeded agairift for herefy, with the other 
bifliops. 

The archbiftiop of York died in the Tower, with 
grief and affliftion 5 blit Cranmer, Ridley, and 
.Latimer, were referv^d to receive the crown of 
martyrdom. The whole convocation had been 
confuted by Philpot, archdeacon of Winchefter, 
in a debate about the real prefence. Many com- 
plaints were made, that the difputes in this con- 
vocation, had not been fairly carried on, that the 
moft eminent reformed divines .were detained in 
, prifon, and of thofe who had a right to be in the 
houfe, but few were permitted to fpeak, and that 
not without interruption and menaces. It was 
therefore refolved to adjourn the convocation, and 
to continue the debate at Oxford, where Cranmer, 
Ridley, and Latimer were fent, to give fome fanc- 
tion to fuch an arbitrary conference, as mentioned 
in Ridlcy^s life. 

Sir John Williams, on the eighth of March, 
1554, by order of the qouncil received from the 
Tower of London, the archbilhop and the two 
bifhops,and carried them through Windfor, andfo 
down to Oxford, there to difpute concerning their 
faith. Cranmer was confined to Bocardo, and the 
other two to other places, where they were kept 
apart. Wefton, the prolocutor, and fome mem- 
bers of the convocation, with others from both 
the univerfities, amounting to thirty-three in all, 
appeared as commiffioners to cor^duft the Oxford 
xiifputacion, againft the three proteftant prelates. 

F 2 • The 
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The queen and her bifhops had concluded whpK 
fhould become of the archbifhop, who was to fuf- 
tcr the more terrible death of fire, as a heretic, 
i iftcad of fufFcring by the ax> as a traitor : yet 
t-iey would have the matter debated by arguments, 
that under fomc honeft fliew of dtfputation, the 
murder of the man might be covered. The 
wliole was a tarce ; for the three prelates were 
privately condemned^ before they were publicly 
heard, and were treated with great indignation. 

ThecommfTioners after dinner held their court be- 
fore the altar in the un'.vernty church of St. Mary'; 
and the mayor, with a guard, brought^ Cranmer 
b:;fore them on the fourceenth of April. Wefton 
opened the court, by rccommeil^ding unity, and 
declaring the articles upon which they were to dif- 
pute. Thcfe were : ** Whether the natural bodjr 
•' of Chrift was really in the facramcnt.^ Whethct^ 
•* any other fubftance did remain but the body and 
*' blood of Chrill ? and, Whether, in the mals, 
** tl:cre was a propitiatoiy facrifice for the fins of 
** the dead and living? ?^* 

Towhar was"i'a"d about the unity of the church, 
the archbiflTop replied with fo much mgdelty and 
folemnity, and m fuch pathetic terms, that moll 
07 the audience wept. As loon as the queftions 
were fliewed his grace, he afferted they were not 
true, and that he would maintain the negative. 
The archbi(hop was difmifled far that day ; after 
wiiicii, Ridley and liatimcr fucccHivdy made their 
appearance, and both followed the example of 
Cranmer. 

On the fixtcenth, the archbifhop* was brought 
into court again, which was held in the divinity- 
fchool, and I'eated in the refpondent's place. Wefton 
opened the debate with a ftrange blunder, which 
Cranmer though: it below him to take notice of: 

but 
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Init lie overthrew Chedfey, who was his firft: op- 
ponent J and delivered in writing his anfwers to 
the three propofitions. Firft, he denied the real 
prefence ; but granted an eflFeftual one. To the 
fecond, he faid, it fwerved from the acciiftomed 
manner and fpeech of- fcripture : and, to the third, 
Jie anfwered, it was mod contumelious againft 
Chrift Jefus, and a violating of his precious blood, 
whi(:h, -upon the altar of the crofs, was the only 
facrifice and oblation for all mankind. He then 
delivered in a more artiple explication of his rea* 
fohs, which are -truly wortliy of himfelf, and are 
fully preferved by Fox. 

Oglethorp told Cranmcr, that Chrift gave his 
very body : but Cranmer faid, that Chrift ufed 
figurative fpeech in no place more than in his fa- 
craments, efpecially in this of his fupper. Ogel- 
thorp replied, *' Chrift ufed no tropes." ^^ Yes,*' 
fays Cranmer, *' he might ufe tliem well enough. 
*' You know not what tropes are.** It was re- 
turned, that his judgment was difagreeing with all 
churches. ^' Nay,'* anfwered the archbiftiop, " I 
** difagree with the p^piftical chufch.'* They 
afked him, What Chrift took, gave, broke, and 
^at? He faid, to the whole quetlions, " Bread." 
Cole faid, *' If Chrift gave bread, it was tiot the 
body ; which was an argument that could not be 
diffolved.^' *^ The like argument," fays Cran- 
mer, " may be made : he is a rock, therefore is 
*•' not Chrift." Wcfton advanced, that he gave 
not his body indeed. But Cranmer told him, "He 
*' gave his death, his pafTion, and the facramenc 
" of his palTion : and, in very deed, fetting the 
** figure afide, formally it was not his body," 
" Why then,*' replied Wefton, '^ the fcripture's 
'* falfc." " No," lays Cranmer, " th« fwrprurc 
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" is moft true/' Wefton faicj, " We eat the bodjF 
•' of Chrift with our mouth." This Cranmer de- 
nied, and infifted, " We eat it through faith •, not 
•' naturally, but fpiritually." Chryfoftom was 
urged againfl: him. '' But," fays the archbifhop^ 
*' Chryfoftom fpeaketh of facraments no otherwife 
*' than of Chrift himfelf, as I could prove, if I 
*' might have liberty to fpeak, by many places qf 
*^ Chryfoftom, where he fpeaketh of thefacrament 
" of^the body of Chrift. ' They quoted Tertul- 
lian, to prove, that the body of Chrift was eaten 
with the mouth. " Read that which follows,'* 
fays Cranmer, " and you Ihall perceive, that, by 
*' things external, an operation internal is under- 
*' ftood. Inwardly we eat the body of Chrift, and 
*' outwardly we eat the facrament. So one thing; 
*' is done outwardly, another inwardly. Like a;si 
" in baptifm, the external element, whereby the 
*' body is waftied, is one ; the internal thing, 
*' whereby the foul is cleanfed, is another." 

Treftiam compared the archbiftiop to Arius ; of 
which liis grace made him aftiamed, as he contra- 
difted himfelf. Young afked him fophiftical 
queftions about figurative fpeech, and impudently 
told him, a liar ought to have a good memory. 
Says Cranmer, " I look for fcripture at your hands, 
*^ they are the foundation of difputations : but you 
" interpret the fcriptures contrary to all the old 
'^ writer^, and feign a ftrange fenfe." 

They taxed him with falfely tranflating Juftine, 
and Emiffenus ; which he difproved. " I will op- 
*^ pole you," fays Wefton, " in the very articles 
" of your faith. Chrift fitteth on the right hand 
*' of God the father : but God the father hath no 
" right hand J therefore, where is Chrift now?" 
Cranmer anfwered, *^ I am not fo ignorant a novice 

"in 



THOMAS GRANMER. yf 

•* HI the articles of my faith, but that I underftand* 
. •*' that to fit at the right hand of God, doth fignify 
*' to- be equal in the glory of the Father.'* 

Then the proiucutor challenged him with fetting 
fort;h the Catechifm in the name of the convoca- 
tion ; but Cranmer faid, " He was ignorant of the 
fetting to of that title, which he difliked, and com- 
plained thereof to the council ; who anfwered him, 
that the book was fo intitled, becaufe it was fee 
forth in the time of the convocation.*' 

Wefton then charged him with miftranflating 
Thomas Aquinas ; and, without waiting for any 
anfwer, faid to the people : " Thus you fee, brcT 
*' thren> the truth Kedfaft and invincible : you itt 
*' alfo tlae craft and deceit of heretics. The truth 
^' may be prefTed, but cannot be opprefled : there-r 
^* fore, cry altogether, Vincit Veritas, The truth 
** overcometh." 

This 'difputatioa began at eight in the morning, 
and ended at two in the afternoon, with great tri^ 
umph ; as though Cranmer had been confounde4 
in the opinion o£ all the audience, which they had 
fliewn by their noife and laughter wlien the arch- 
bifhop was carried back by the mayor to prifon, 
and , the doftors (iiped together at the^univerfity 
college. This difp'ute was carried on with much 
indecency by the committee -, the prolocutor calling 
the archbifhop fometimes an unlearned, and fome- 
times an impudent jaian ; and many others hiffing, 
whilft he was fpeajj^ing, tp prevent his being 
jieard. 

Ridley and Latimer were alfo brought before 
thefe commiflioners, who treated them in the fame 
manner as they had done the archbifliop. The 
fame week, Harpsfield difputed his degree, and 
Cranmer was called upon for one of the oppo- 
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nents j in which he gained the public applaufc of 
his very enemies. 

On the thirteenth of April, Cranmer wrote a 
letter to the privy-council,'* complaining of the 
confufed manner in which the difputation was 
held J as alfo, that it was concluded in one day, 
though fuch weighty matters could hardly be 
ended in three months, and he himfclf had more 
to fay than could be well difcufled in twenty 
days. 

Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, on the twentieth 
of April, were brought again to St. Mary's before 
the commiflioners; when the prolocutor told th^tn 
they were overcome in the difpute, and required 
them to fubfcribe the queftions in the affirmative. 
They refufed •, and the court condemed them as 
heretics. Upon this the archbilhop faid, " I ap- 
** peal from this your fentencc to the juft judgment 
" of almighty God •, trufting to be prefent with 
" him in heaven, for whofe prefence on the altar I 
** am thus condemned/* 

The defign of opening another court at Cam- 
bridge wus dtopt i and the execution of Cranmer 
was dcfcged by the crafty old chancellor, who 
told the qpccn and council, that the bed thing 
they could do, was to try to (hake his fortitude and 
integrity. P^fides, the pope would not allow the 
fee to be vacant by attainder, till Cranmer was de- 
prived by a commiflion from Rome." That com- 
miffion was brought over, appointing Brooks bi 
lliop of Glouceftcr, to dernand juftice againftCran 
mer \ and he, afTiftcd by two fcommiflioners from 
the queen, exhibited articles againft the archbifhop 
at Oxford, as the pope's delegate. 

When his grace was brought into court, at St, 
Mary's church, on the twelfth of September, he 

paid 
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paid his refpefts to the queen's cbmmiffioners, as 
reprefenting the fuprenie authority of the nation ; 
but he gave none to Brooks, as the pope's reprc- 
fcntative. 

Many arguments paffed between the archbiftiop 
and his judges. In conclufion, his grace aflTureci 
them, that thelofs,of his promotion was ib far from 
grieving him, that he thanked God for it very 
heartily ; and, that his only concern was, to fee aU 
the pains and trouble which king Henry and him- 
fclf had taken, to retrieve the authority of the 
kings of England, and to vindicate the nation 
from the bafenefs and inconvenience of a foreign 
yoke, wholly thrown away. He was then cited to 
appear at Rome in eighty days ; which was only a 
mockery of juftice •, for he was willing to go, but 
they remanded him back again to prifon. 

The bifhops of Gloucefter, Lincoln, andBrillol, 
-were fcnt to Oxford, by a commiffion from cardinal 
Pole, to proceed againft Latimer and Ridley, who 
refufed to recant, and were burnt on the fixteenth 
ofOdober. 

The time foon came that Cranmer was to 
fufFer the fame fate. A fnock procefs had been 
carried on againll him at Rome, where he was 
pronounced contumacious, for not appearing be- 
fore the pope, when he was detained in prifon 
by the queen. A commiffion was fent over to 
Bonner, bifliop of London, arid Thirlby, bifhop 
of Ely, to degrade, excommunicate, and confign 
him over to the fecular.power. 

The two bifhops -came to Oxford, and read their 
.commiffion before the archbifhop in the choir of 
Chrilldhurch, on the fourteenth of February, 1556. 
Bonner entered upon this bufinefs with great plea- 
fure, as a piece of revenge upon Cranmer, who 
had deprived him j but Thirlby affiired Cranmer, 

that 
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that this was the moft forrowfiil adion of hiar 
whole life, and that no earthly confideration, buc 
the queen's command, fhoiild have engaged him 
in it. 

When their commifllon was read, thfey proceeded 
to degrade the archbifhop, by cloathjng him as a 
prjeft ready to mats ; upon which he faid, *' What, 
" I think you would have me fay mafs ?'* Then 
they cloathed him in pontifical robes of canvafs, to 
make him appear ridiculous -, which were t^en 
from him, piece after piece, according to the Ro- 
mifli ceremonies of degradation. Bonner infulted 
him all the time with rude and ludicrous exprefi 
fions, addrefled to tlie aflembly, but Thirlby 
wept, and intreated Bonner to forbear his infolence, 

Bonner gratified his native brutality by this fe- 
verity to his great but unhappy metropolitan, 
who bore it with all his wonted fortitude and pati- 
ence: He told them, the degradation gave him 
no concern, for he had long defpifed thofe orna-*' 
ments : but, when they came to take away his 
crofier, inftead of delivering it, he held it faft, and 
delivered his appeal to Thirlby ; faying, " I ap- 
*' peal to the next general council •, ^nd herein I 
*' have comprehended my caufe, and the form of 
*' it, which I defire may be admitted :** and called 
upon fevcral ftanders-by, by. their names, to be 
witnefles. 

In this appeal, he declared, " That a general 
council is above the pope. That he was cited to 
appear at Rome, and condemned while he was im- 
prifoned. That he was cited at Oxford by Brooks, 
who denied him council, contrary to the eouity or • 
all laws, both of God and man. That his appeaj 
from Brooks was difregarded, and a copy of his 
anlwers was refuled. That he denied the papal 
authority, and appealed from all its proceedings^ 

9« 
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fL$ moft unequal and unrighteous, mod tyrannical 
^nd violent, unto a free general council. That 
his dodrinp was taken purely and fimply from the 
fcripture -, and that, if he erred, he could not be a 
heretic, becaufe he was ready in all things to follow 
the judgment of the moft facred word of God, and 
of the holy catholic church ; but that he was ac- 
cufed for an heretic, becaufe he allowed not the 
jdoftrine lately brought in of tlie facrament, nor 
would confent to words not accuftomed in fcrip- 
twrc, and unknown to the ancient fathers \ but 
newly invented, and brought in by men, and be- 
longing to the deftruftion of fouls, and overthrow^ 
ing of pure and reformed religion." 

When they had ftript the archbifljop of all his 
habits, they put upon his jacket a poor yeoman- 
[jeadlc's gown, threadbare and ill-ifhaped •, alfo a 
townfman's cap on his head ; and fo delivered him 
up to the fecular power, to be carried back to 
prifon, where hp v^as Jcept entirely deftitute of mo- 
TiCy, - and the intercourfe of friends. Such >yas the 
cruelty and iniquity of the time, that rnen could 
not do good without puniihment; and a gentleman 
was taken into cuftody by Bonnpr for giving fome 
money to Cranmer to buy him a dinner. 

The degraded archbifliop had been imprifoned 
almoft three years ; and now he was condenined, 
pvery engine that could be thought of was em- 
ployed to overturn his conftancy, and make him 
recant. The gentlenefs and feverity of his treat- 
ment were equally fatal ,to his firmnefs. He was 
removed out of prifon to the dean's lodgings at 
Chrift- church, where he was treated with great ci- 
vility and relpe£t. 

The beft divines the queen had in her party 
were fent to him every day, to argue with him upon 
his opinions, and to feduce ^'m into a recantation . 

with 
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with the hopes of life and preff rment. They in* 
fenftbly Tapped his refolution more than all the 
bloody jeers of Bonner, in degrading him, had 
doqe. But, notiyithilandin^ all that, his conqu^ft 
was not eafy. He had in his heart a thorough de- 
teftation ot the Romifli faith : the great things he 
had done for the reformation, the high expefta- 
tions the world had of his fandity, and the (hame 
of public apoftacy, long maintained in his breaft 
fo Itrong a ftruggle, with the hopes of life and 
the rcftitution ot his honours, that his feducers 
were obliged to enhance the value of their gen- 
tlenefs to him, by a rougher courfc of ufage, and 
by (hutting him up in a confined loathfome prifon. 
This was more than his refolution could bear, and 
his enemies were fenfible, if he was once brought 
to waver, he muft foon fall as low as they could 
wi(h. 

Cranmer wrote to the queen, to juftifyhls con- 
duft and appeal: He thought, at firft, to recon- 
cile his fafety to his principles, by'ownlng the papal 
authority, upon the fame footing that he andther 
other reformers had owned that of the two laft 
kings ; that is, a parliamentary right, confirming 
the proceedings or the king and queen in that re^ 
ipcft. His enemies encouraged this hint, and 
fcemed to wifli to fee, under his own hand, the 
concefTions lie was willing tq make. They told 
him, the queen was refolved to have Cranmer a 
catholic, or no Cranmer at all: that he was be- 
loved by the nobility, and his return would be ac- 
ceptable to their majeftics : that l:e was ftill ftrong 
and vigorous, and might live many years, if he 
would not willingly put an end to his own life by 
the terrible death of burning. 

After fliewing lb much wifdom, fortitydc, and 
ChrilUan courage, he unhappily fell before thefb 

temptations. 
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temptations. The Infirmities of human nature got 
the better, and he was perfuaded to fubfcribe an 
abjuration of his religion, in hopes of prolonging 
his life, that he might finifli his anf\frer to Marcus 
Antdhirius Conftantius, meaning Gardiner. 

His enemies obtained from him three different 
recantations •, and Bonner drew up a fourth, which 
Cranmer fighed on the fixteenth of February* 
But, as the malice of his enemies was infernal, fo 
it was infatiate. Another, and another more pro- 
lix forni of recantation was prefented to him ; and 
the iinhappy Cranmer gave his hand to all. It 
was thereby declared^ ** That he renounced all man- 
ner of herelies and errdrs of Luther and Zuinglius : 
That he acknowledged the fupremacy of the pope, 
and believed in all the abfurdities of the church of 
Rome : That he required all fuch as had been de- 
ceived, either by his example or doclrine, to return 
to the unity of the church." 

This recantation was immediately printed, and 
difperfed all over the kingdom. The papifts re- . 
ceived i^; with the loudeft infults, and the reformed 
with great affliftion. The queen was pleafed, but 
not foftened. Cranmer was too criminal in her 
eyes to hope for mercy. No converfion, how- 
ever fincere -, nor recantation, however ample, 
could cancel, in her mind, the memory of her mo- 
therms divorce and her own fufferings. As (he had 
reafon to believe that Cranmer was by this time 
thoroughly popilh, a fignal triumph muft be pre- 
pared tor that religion, and his tongue mufl: ac- 
company his hand in belying his heart. The cruel 
queen had made a merit of pardoning his private 
offences againft herfelf, that flie might put him to 
death with greater torment under a pretence of 
religious zeal ; but, when Ihe found her, nieafures 
broke by his abjuration, fhe pulled off the maflc, 

and 
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and fhewed that nothing would fatisfy her btit hS 
death. She faid, that, as he had been the grea 
promoter of hcrefy, which had corrupted the wholv 
nation, what was lufEcient in other cafes, ihoule 
hot I'erve his turU, and fhc was refolvcd he fhoulc 
be burnt. 

Cranmer was tlien fent back to his former 
prifoh, and the writ for his execution was fent down 
by lord'Chancellor Heath, under the broad-feal^ 
the latter end of February. The queen fent 
Cole, the provoft of Eaton, to Oxford, with pri* 
Vate inftrudlions to prepare the fermon for his ex- 
ecution ; and ordered the lords Williams and Chan- 
dos, and fome other men of fafliion, to be there 
on the day appointed, with their retinue, to pre- 
vent difturbance. 

Cole vifited Cranmer, afFefted great tendernefi 
for his condition, and even gave him fifteen crowns 
to bellow upon the poor : but he was joined with 
z Spanilh friar, and other tools of fuperftition, in 
the inhuman commiflion to prevail upon Cranmer 
to tranfcribe his recantation with his own hand, and 
read it to a public audience, in as full terms as 
could be devifed. With this Cranmer complied; 
though, as foon as he fliould feal his own condem- 
nation, it was ordered that he Ihould be hurried to 
the (take. 

Till this time, he had no fufplcion that they in- 
tended to burn him after his abjuration. He now 
perceived to what this tended, therefore he refolved 
to.dilburthen his confcience, and revoke his recan- 
tation. He wrote a finccre confefllon of his faith» 
fuch as flowed from his confcience, and not from 
fear ; which he was determined to make ufe of, 
when he faw his occafion. 

On the twenty-firftof March, 1556, which was 
the day appointed for his execution, Cranmer was 

brought 
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tfOught from the prifon of Bocardo to St. Mary/ar 
church, and placed opipofite to Cole; upon a low 
IcafFold, in fight of the people. He was uncertain 
bf his fate, and thought he was brought there to 
be a fpeftacle of fhame, rather than an ohjeft of 
Cruelty ; for it was pretended^ he was only to hear 
a fermoil by Cole uppn his converfion : but that 
fermon foon {Convinced him of the truth. 

Never was there a more awful, or more melan- 
choly fpedtacle beheld in England. A venerable 
archbifhop, above 20 years the feeond man in the 
kingdom, and univerfally beloved for his innocenco 
and fweetnefs of temper, now cloathed in rags,- 
and fet up as a gazing- ftock to the world, betrayed, 
by falfehood and diffimulation, to a6l againft his 
confcience, and hurried blindfold into eternity 
without warning ! The papifts thought tq ^ve a 
great triumph that day, in Cranmer's public recan- 
tation : but it turned againft themfelves. 

Cole vindicated the juftice of the queen in bring- 
ing Cranmer to the ftake, though he had difclaimed 
his errors, and afllired him there fhould be dirges 
and mafles faid for his foul in all the churches of 
Oxford after his execution. 

It was not till after all hopes of life were va- 
nilhedy that Crianmer (hewed a becoming contempt" 
of death.. During the fermon, the motions of his 
body fufficiently difcovered the forrows of his mind. 
He turned his eyes to heaven, as hoping for par- 
don ; he fmote his breaft in the bitternefs of his 
Ipirit -, every look was full of deep contrition,^ and 
every gefture of pathetic eloquenSe. ' 

At laft he was called upon by Cole to declare hls^ 
faith, that he might give the world fatisfadtion' bf- 
his dying a good catholic. While the audience 
was wrapt up in filent expeftation of the event, 
Cranmer fhcwed great dignity of action ^ and 

kneeling 
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kneeling, faid an excellent prayer of the mcrqr of 
God. He then rofe up, and repeated the articles 
of the Apoftle's Creed j profefled j in the ftrongcft 
manner, great veneration for the fcriptures ; and 
proceeded to give the hearers an excellent difcouHe 
upon their duties as fubjefts and Chriftians. B7 
keeping in general terms, the audience confidered 
all he laid, only as a prelude to his recantation : 
but when he came to that part, lie turfted fo quick, 
that amazement kept them filcnt then, as attention 
had done before. He profefled the higheft detef- 
tation of his apoftacy in thcfe words : " I come 
•* now to the great thing, that fo much troubleth 
•* my confcience more than any other thing that 
** ever I did or faid in my whole life -, and that is, 
** the fetting abroad of writings contrary to the 
•* truth ; which here I renounce and refufe, as 
•* things written with my hand, contrary to the 
•* truth which I thought in my heart, and written 
** for fear of death : and that is, all fuch bills and 
** papers, which I have written or figncd with my 
** hand fmce my degradation, wherein I have 
** written many.things untrue ; and, as my hand 
*• offended, contrary to my heart, my hand fliall 
*• be firft punifhed •, for, when I come to the fire, 
•* it fliall be firft burnt. As for the pope, I refufc 
** him as Chrift*s enemy, and Antichrift with all 
•' his falfe doftrine : and, as for the iacrament, I 
believe as I have taught in my book againft the 
bifliop of Winchefter*; which teacheth fo true a 
•* doftrine of the facrament, that it fliall ftand at 
" the lart day before the judgment of God, where 
*• the papiftical doilrine, contrary thereto, fliall be 
** afliameil to fliew her face." 

It is inipoflible to exprefs tlie confufion into 
which the whole aflfembly was thrown by this un- 
expected 
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4expe<5led declaration. Many of the reformed were 
prefent, who rejoiced at his conduft : but when 
the papifts recovered their confternation, they 
<:harged him with falfehood, and bid him no longer 
diffcmble : to which he replied, he always loved 
fimplicity, and never diflembled before his recan- 
tation in all his life. He would have gone on far- 
ther about the facrament, and of papacy; but 
Cofc cried, *' Stop the heretic's mouth, and take 
** him away." The mooks and friars forcibly 
pulled him from the fcafFoJd, and harried him 
away to the flake where Ridley and Latim-^r had 
before been offered ', reproachjing him ajl the way 
for retracing his abjuration. 

We are to impute the behaviour of Cranmer, in 
ihe laft icene of his bitter paffion, to magnanimity 
rather than to defpair. There was fomething in it 
fo great, fo noble and coUeft^d, that he feemed to 
rife a new being from his fall. But if his enemies 
were difappointed by his behaviour in the churchy 
they were doubly fo by that at the ftake.. As fooa 
as he came to it, he prayed and undreflfcd himfelf 
to liis fliirt with a chearful countenance. His fliirt 
was made long down to his feet : bis feet were 
bare, and fo was his head, where a hair could not 
be feen. His beard was fo long and thick, that it 
covered his face with wonderful gravity ; and his 
reverend countenance moved the hearts both of 
his friends and enemies. The fiiars tormented 
him with their admonitiops ; while Cranmer gave 
his hand to feyeral old men, and othprs that ftoocj 
by, bidding them farewell. 

When he w;3is tied to the ftake, and ihf fire 
kindle^, he feemed fuperior to all fenfation but 
that of piety. He ilretched out his offending 
hand to the flame, which was fcen burning for 
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fomc time before any part of the fire came to his 
body ; nor did he draw it back, but once to wipe 
his face, till it was confumcd •, faying often, " This 
" unworthy hand, this hand hath offended :" and 
as often ufing the words of the bleffcd martyr St. 
Stephen ; " Lord Jefus receive my fpirit," till the 
fury of the flames putting him to filence, he gave 
up the ghofl. 

He burnt, to all appearance, without pain or 
motion, and feemed to repel the torture by mere 
Itrength of mind ; teftifying a repentance for the 
fault which he had committed. He was fo intrepid 
in his death, that it ought to cancel all reproach of 
timidity in his life. But the ftory of his heart be* 
ing found entire in the flames, feems to have been 
forged and adopted by protcftant fanatics; though 
bifhop Burnet mentions it as a faft, Cranmcrt 
however, is jurtly numbered among the nobleft 
martyrs of Clirift, and is much more worthy the 
name of St. Thomas of Canterbury, than he whom 
the pope falfely canonized in the reign of Henry 
the iecond. 

Thus ended the life of archbifliop Cranmcr, in 
the fixty-feventh year of his age, and the twenty- 
third of his primacy •, leaving an only fon of his 
own name behind him. The meeknefs, humility, 
forgivenefs, and benevolence of this prelate, ren- 
dered him amiable, as a man, beyond all cxpref- 
lion •, and, noiwithO uncling the juiblic demands 
\ipon him, as the head of the reformation, he 
I'ound time to dilcluu-f^c the proper duties of an 
ai( hbiilioj). 

1'he li'arnifij.!; wh.ich Ih* had acquired in the 
earionand civil law, was equal to that of his chief 
rotcr.iporuirs ; hut iiis labours in fearching into 
;iih:t:(.!cuallical author^, ancient and modern, and 
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making cxtrafts from therh, on all the points of re- 
ligion, with his own hand, would have as much 
•exceeded our comprehenfion, if it ^had not been 
<fo well attefted, as it exceeded the diligence of aH 
"his predeceflbrs in the chair of primates. His only 
jdefeft, as a man of letters, was in his ilile, which 
-was difFufed and unconnedted. 

He is j-uftly confidered as the great apoftlc oF 
the reformed church of England ; and he has been 
Tanked, not only with the greateft primitive bifhops, 
but alfo with the fathers of the firft clafs, who were 
the immediate fucceflbrs of the apoftles. To fay, 
^with his enemies, that he was fubjeft to infirmities, 
is only faying, that he was a nian ; while we dare 
not, with his friends, pretend that he was all per- 
fedtion in a mortal ftate. " In fhort,** fays a 
learned divine, " if we look at Cranmer in all. 
points of view, we mull allow him to have 
been a prodigy of a man :. his equal was never 
feen yet in the fee of Canterbury ; and, I will 
take upon me to fay, that his fuperior never will 
** be," 

He was fucceeded by cardinal Pole in the pri- 
macy, who was willing to ftop the carnage that 
Bonner made among the reformed. Pole had as 
great probity and virtue as moft of the age, if 
not as all of that church, in which he lived ; but 
he could not foften the cruelty of the queen, 
whofe reign ought to be tranfmitted down to po- 
fterity in characters of blood; as her perfecution 
was the moft terrible that raged fince the time of 
Dioclefian. It was fhort, hateful and inglorious ; 
but, while j(he fwayed the fceptre, no lefs than 
two hundred and eighty-four lives were offered up 
at the ftake. It is even faid, that above four hun- 
dred were executed in public, befides thofe mur- 
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dered fecretlv in prifoni, Bi^t the cloud was r 
moved with tier death, and her fviccefTor was the 
brijght liar under whofe aufpicious influence tho 
reformation was revivt^d, re-eftablilheci, perfefted^ 
gnd perpetuated to our dayi, who look up to Cran- 
mer witn veneration and gratitude, as the pillar of 
«ur churchi the glory of religion, an ornament to 
virtue, and an honour to learning. 
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In the year 1560 followed the treaty of Edin- 
burgh, wherein, amongft many other things, it 
was agreed, that the king of France and queen 
Mary Ihould leave off bearing of the title and arms 
of England and Ireland ; but, when the time of 
confirming the fame came, and queen Elizabeth 
fcnt into France to have it ratified, as (he had 
done, Throgmorton the ambaflador could not 
bring them to do it by any means ; and, while 
the matter hQng in fufpence, and refted undeter- 
mined, Francis II. king of France, not being 
eighteen years of age ; and, in the fecond year 
of his reign died, and left the queen of Scots a 
widow, whether to the greater grief of the Ro- 
manifts, or joy of the rroteftants in Britain, is 
not eafy to be determined. ' 

The following year, Francis, earl of Bedford, 
wasfent into France, to condole with Charles IX. 
on the death of his brother, and both by himfclf 
and Throgmorton, he importuned the queen of 
Scots to confirm the treaty of Edinburgh, but in. 
vain ; for fhe gave no other, but that (he could 
not, nor would not, determine on fo important 
a matter, without the confent of the nobility of 
Scotland. 

The queen of Scots intending to return into 
Scotland, fcnt Monfieur d'Oyfell to require a fafe 
conduft of queen Elizabeth to pafs by fea, and 
alfo for M. d'Oyfell*s fafe paflagc through 
England. Queen Elizabeth, before a great mul- 
titude of people, denied both the one and the 
other, for this caufe, Ihe faid that ftie had not 
ratified the treaty of Edinburgh ; which, if fhe 
did, (he promifed to (hew all kindncfs that might 
be expeded from a queen, from a coufin, and 
from a neighbour- I'hc queen, being vexed at 
this rcpulle, fcnt for Throgmorton, with whom 
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and had not done thisS to Mary queen of Englanif, 
who had prochiimcd war againft him. But Hend- 
ry's fudden death, which happened foon aftcFy 
pur an end to his .ittcmpts. 

But Francis II. who fucceetlcd him, and Marjr 
queen of Scots, his wife, by the advice of the 
Guifes, who were tlicn of gwat authority in France^, 
openly affumed the fovcreignty of England and 
Irebnd -, neither did they abilain from clainjing; 
the arms, but fet them out more aful more. And, 
to Nicholas Throgmorton, the ambaflador, a man 
both wrle and valiant, it was firil anfwered. That 
it was lawful for the queen of Scots to bear them- 
^ith fome little diftercnce, to Ihew the* proximity: 
of her blood Ko the royal family of England. 
He flifly denied it, faying, that by the law .of 
arms, no one, who was not begot of the heir 
himielf, might bear the arms of any family. 

Afterwards they faid, they bore the arms for no 
Other reafon, than to caufc die queen of England, 
to abftain from bearing the arms of France. Yet,. 
at length, he gained his point, at the intercefTion- 
of Montmorancjr, who did not love the Guifes, 
and they left oft the arms of I*'ngland and Ireland 
altogether. But ^yet, from this title and ufurpa- 
tion of arms, which Henry made the queen of 
Scots take on her, (moved thereto by the. Guifes) 
proceeded all the misfortunes which came lb chick 
upon her afterwards, as from the original caufe^ 
For from liencc queen Elizabeth was an open and 
pn)f"elVed enemy to the Guiles, and bore a fecrejt 
hate ngainll her, whicli fthe crafty malice of mei> 
fo nouriilied, the emulation increafing between 
them, and new occiilions rilino; daily, that they 

CQuld not be cxtingiiillicd, but with her death. 
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In the year 1560 followed the treaty of Edin- 
burgh, wherein, amongft many other things, it 
was agreed, that the king of France and queen 
Mary Ihould leave off bearing of the title and arms 
of England and Ireland ; but, when the time of 
confirming the fame came, and queen Elizabeth 
fent into France to have it ratified, as (he had 
done, Throgmorton the ambaflador could not 
bring them to do it by any means ; and, while 
the matter hCing in fufpence, and refted undeter- 
mined, Francis II. king of France, not being 
eighteen years of age ; and, in the fecond year 
of his reign died, and left the queen of Scots a 
widow, whether to the greater grief of the Ro- 
manifts, or joy of the Proteftants in Britain, is 
not eafy to be determined, ' 

The following year, Francis, earl of Bedford, 
was fent into France, to condole with Charles IX. 
on the death of his brother, and both by himfelf 
and Throgmorton, he importuned the queen of 
jSeots to confirm the treaty of Edinburgh, but in- 
vain ; for ftie gave no other, but that (he could 
not, nor would not, determine on fo important 
a matter, without the confent of the nobility of 
Scotland. 

The queen of Scots intending to return into 
Scotland, fent Monfieur d'Oyfell to require a fafe 
cohduft of queen Elizabeth to pafs by fea, and 
alfo for M. d'OyfelFs fafe paflTage through 
England. Queen Elizabeth, before a great mul- 
titude of people, denied both the one and the 
other, for this caufe, (he laid that (he had not 
ratified the treaty of Edinburgh ; which, if (he 
did, (he promifed to (hew all kindncfs that might 
be expeded fro|Ti a queen, from a coufin, and 
from a neighbour* The queen, being vexed at 
this repuUe, fent for Throgmorton, with whom 
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flie had n long ronfcrcnrc* about this matter^ 
which wc dial) briclly fct down out of the letters 
of 'I1iro|ymorron, that the original and progrcfs 
of the j)rivatc malice which was between the great* 
ell and wiieft jiriuceflx-.s of that age, may more 
evidently appear. She, dlfmiiring all the Itanders 
by, fail! thus to Throgmorton : ** What is my 

womanly weaknefs, and how far the pafllon o( 

my mind may carry me, I kno^ not, yet it 
** liketh me nor to have fo many witneflcs or my 
♦* wcaknefs, as your l-uly lately had when ftic talk- 
•* cd with Monfieur d'Oyfell my cmbaflTtidor : no- 
** thing grieveth mc fo much as that I <lid affc 
*' tliofc things which were nor needful j by (jod*s 
** favtowr I can return into my country without 
** alking her leave, ai T came hither in dclbitc of 
•* her brother lidward. Nehhcr want I friends, 
** which can and will bring mc home, as they 
' brought mc hither ; but 1 had ratlier have ulcd 

her friend(T)ip, than of any other. 

*' I liave olten heard you !lry, that the ability 
•' between her and mc was ncccflary to both our 
*' kingdoms, yet it feemeth that flic thinkcth 
*• otherwife, or elfe flie had not given me the rc- 
^^ pulie in fo fmall a matter-, but, perhaps, {he 
•* beareth more favour unto the Scots, who rebel 
** againft me, than to me the queen of Scots^ 
♦* ccjual taher in princely royalty, her neareft kinf- 
♦* woman, and mort certain hetr unto her. Doeft 
** thcni think, that that good-wilF and love can be 
** between my icbellious fubjcfts and Her that 
" m.'iy be between her and me ? What! doth flic 
•* think that I Ihall be deflirute of friends ? Af- 
** furcdly, (lie hath driven me to afk helj) of whom 
** I wt;uUl not willingly. And they cannot won- 
** der enough for v/liat purjw)fe (he gave aid lately 
** unto my fubjc^ts. I a(k nothing of her but 

*' amity •, 
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•^ amity ; I procure no trouble unto nef, nor 
** meddle not with the affairs of Englarid. But 
^ yet, I am not ignorant that there be many in 
*' England who are not content with the cftate as 
*' it is now, 

*' She twitteth me, and faith, that I have fmall 
** experience •, I confefs it •, age bringeth expe- 
•* rience with it ; yet I am fo old, that I can be- 
•* have myfelf friendly, kindly, and juftly toward 
•* my kinsfolks and friends, and keep my tongue 
^ from fpeaking any thing, not befeeming a 
*' queen and a kinfwoman. But, by her leave, 
** I may fay, that, as well as (he, I am a queen, 
^* neither deftitute of friends, and to hear no lefs 
•* high mind than (he, and it may befeem us to 
** meafure ourfelves with a certain equality •, but I 
*' forbear comparifon, which is little better than 
** contention, and wanteth not evil will. 

** As for the treaty of Edinburgh, it was made 
•* in the life of the king my hulband, whom it 
** was my duty to obey in all things, and lince 
'^* that he delayed the confirmation of the fame, 
** let the blame be in him and not in me. After 
*• his death, the councilors of France left me to 
** my own counfellors ; neither would my uncles 
** meddle with the affairs of Scotland, becaufc 
•• they would not offend queen Elizabeth nor the 
** Scots. The Scots that be with me be private 
** men, noi* fuch fit men that I (hould afk counfel 
** of thenl in fuch great matters. 

"As foon as I (hall have the advice of the. 
•* elfcates of my realm, I will make a reafonable 
•* anfwer, and I will make all the hafte I can 
** home, to give it the fooner. But (he deter- 
** mineth to ftap my way, left I fhould give it, fo 
" (he is the caufe that I cannot fatisfy her j or 
*' elfe (he would not be fatisfied, perhaps, for the 
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** intent that there may be no end of difcord be* 
•* twecn us. 

" She cafteth often in my teeth, that ;I am a 
^* young ^irl, as a reproach, and truly fhe may 
** juftly think me an unwifc girl if I dealt in thcte 
** weighty affairs without the advice of the eftates, 
** A wife is not bound, as I have heard, with the 
" deeds of her hufband, neither in her honour, 
** nor in her confcience : but I do notdifpute this 
** thing, yet I may fay this thing truly ; I have 

done nothing to my deareft fifter, which I would 

not have done to myfclf j I have ufed all offices 
' of courtcfy and kindred ; but flie cither bcliev^ 
•* eth not, or contemncth them : I would to God 
** I were io dear to her, as I am near of blood, for 
'* this were a precious kind of kindred. God for- 
** give them that fow the feeds of diflcntion bc- 
*' tween us (if there beany fuch.) But thou who 
^^ art an ambaffador, tell me in good footh *, for 
** what caufc flie is fo difpleafed widi me, who nc- 
" ver hurt her hitherto either in word or deed.** 

To this Throgmorton made anfwer : " I have 
** no commiflion to anfwer you, but to hear 
** what your anfwer is, about the confirmation 
** of the treaty of Edinburgh. But, if it 
*' pleafe you to hear the caufc of difpleafurct 
** I will lay it down in few words (laying 
** afide the charafter of an embaffador.) As foon 
*' as the queen my lady and miftrcfs was crowned^ 
** you did ufurp the title and arms of England^ 
** which you did not take in the reign of queen 
" Mary ; judge you, in your difcrction, if a.grcat- 
" er affront can be offered to a prince : fuch inr 
'* juries as this, private men cannot difgcft, much 
" lefs princes.** 

" But, faid Ihe, my hufband*s father^ and my 
" hufband himlclf would have it done, and com r 
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^* manded it to be fo. After their deceafe, wher» 
** I was miftrefs of my aftions, I left off wholly, 
both thofe arms^ and the title, but yet I knownoc 
how it can be any wrong to the queen, if I alfo a 
queen, whofe grandmother was eldeft filler to 
Henry VIII, bear thefe arms, finpce others far- 
ther off than I bore them : I am fure, Courtney^ 
marquis of Exeter, and the duchefs of Suffolky 
niece unto Henry VIII, by his younger fiftery 
*' bore the arms of England, with borders for a 
*' difference, by a fpecial favour.*' 

This not^fatisfying queen Elizabeth, who was- 
fully perfuaded tjiat fhe put in delays upon fome 
higher view, fince fhe had not propofed to th© 
eflates of Scotland, who had once or twice alfem- 
bled fince her hofbands deaths any thing about 
the confirmation of the treaty -, flie being upon* 
her way, fent for Throgmorton again to Abbe- 
ville, where (he courteoufly afked him> how ihe 
might fatisfy queen Elizabeth in word or deed: 
belaid, by ratifying the treaty of Edinburgh, as I 
have often faid. To this Ihe anfwered, " Now 
** hear and judge> if there be not moft juft. rea- 
" fons, which fhe calleth delays and vain excufes i 
". the firfl: article in it, of ratifying the treaty of 
*' Chafteau Cambrefy, between England and 
*' France^ pertaineth nothing unto me. The 
** lecond, of ratifying the treaty between England 
•* and Scotland, was ratified by my hulband and 
" me;, neither can it be ratified again, when my 
* * hufband is exprefly named in it. The articles 
3, 4, and 5 are already performed, for the pre- 
paratipns for war are ceafed. The Frcnc^ fol- 
*• dicrs are called back out of Scotland, and the 
*' fortrefs of Aymouth is demolilhed, I have not 
*' borne nor u fed the ti;le nor arms of England 
*' fince my husbAnd's de^th, Jt is not .in ipy power 
♦ . ' '* to 
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to put them out of the houfhold ttiiff^ builcfirigsV 
and letters-patents through Ffance, as it is not 
** in my power to fend into I\nglartd (he biftiop of* 
*' Valence and Randan, who arc not tnj fubjefts, 
•' to difpute about the fixih article. And, for the 
" lad article, I hope my feditious fubJcdVs fhall not 
** have caufc to complain of my fcvcrity. But, as 
" I perceive, flic will prevent me by ftopiring my 
*' return, .that tliey fliall not have ti lal ot my cle- 
mency ; what rcmainerh now in this treaty, 
which may be wrong to the queen ? Yet, that 
** I may give her fatisfadion more abundantly, I 
*' will write larger letters of this bufincfs with 
mine own hand, tliough flie iloth not vouchfafe 
to write back unto me, but by her fecretary : 
*' but I prayyou, my lord ambaniulof, do the part 
" of an ambaflador, that is, rai'hef mollify, than 
" exafperate thefc matters.'^ 

Bur yet quecfi Klt/abeth was not fstisfied with 
thefc letters, being highly iitcenlcd in ufing thfi 
arms and title of ]^ngla^d ; and (hll flic was atraid, 
leil (Ik lliould challenge rhem again, if flic were 
not bound and tied thereto by tlie confirmation 
of the treaty and the reli[;ion of an oath. 

In the mean while, the queen of Scotland, get- 
ting a good gale of wind, departed from Calais, 
and, in a fog;i;y mi(t, j^alfing by theKnglifh lldps, 
which lome thougl\t were lent to fea to convey 
licr with honour j others, to I'uppreis pirate*; and 
orlicrs laid, to intercept and take Iht, arrived fafc 
in Scotland: for f James the Ballard, vciy lately 
letuniing by England, had feeretly jXTfuaded 
queen Klizabeth to take her by the way, if (he 
luula defire ro provide for religion, and her own 
fecurity. And Li^lington, being glad thatd*Qy- 
Icll was detained in England, perjuaded it alio. 
i$hc bifxt)^ returned into SwoUaqd, ufcd her 

(ubjo^ts 
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fubic^ts with the utmoft tendcrnefs, changed not 
their religion (though it had been eftablilbe^ by 
taffiuits) and began tp fettle the commonwealth 
by enaftinggood laws. She foon after feqt Lid- 
ington tp queen Elizabeth with her letters, and 
thofe of the nobility gf Scotland; in which (he pro- 
mifed to prefprvjs amity with her, and defired that 
a certain form of peace might be made between 
England and Scotland ; and that there was none 
piore certain, than if queen Elizabeth, if Ihe fhould 
have no iffue, would declare her by the authority 
of parliament, invefted with a right of fucceeding 
tp tne crowns 

This thing feemed ftrange to queen Elizabeth, 
who cxpedted the confirmation of the treaty of 
Edinburgh, promifed by word, and by her hand- 
writing, yet (he anfwered, " As concerning the 
*•* fucpeflfion? ihe hoped the queen of Scotland 
^* would not, by violence, take her crown away 
** from her and her children, if fhe had any : ihe 
•' promifed not to derogate any thing of her right 
^* to the crown of England, although ihe had 
** claimed the title and arms of England, through 
*' the too much hafty ambition of other men, tor 
*' which injury it was meet that ihe made fatisfac^ 
•* tion. By letting down her fucceilbr, ihe feared 
^' left their friendlhip ihould be rather diilevercd 
^' than consolidated : the people, fuch is their in- 
*' conftancy upon prefent things, do look after the 
^' rifing fun, and forfake the fun-fetting ; and the 
♦' fucceiTors defigned cannot keep within the 
*' bounds juftice and truth, their own hopes, and 
^' other mens lewd defires. , Moreover, if Ihe 
*' ihould confirm the fuccelfion unto her, fhe 
^' ihould thereby cut oflT the hope of her own fe- 
^' curity, and being ^liye, hang her winding-flieet 
^' before her own eyes, yea, make her own fune- 
i^ ral feaft aliye, and lee the fanie,'* 

After 
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After flic had arifwrfcd in this manner, flie (cnt 
sixain licr Icrtcrs by iVtrrMcwtas, rntrratinjjhcr 
in the milddl icnns lo roiifinn the treaty. Nei- 
ther did the other direi!"lly deny it, hut infinuated^ 
iliat flic eould nor do it, until flic had let the af- 
iliirs of Scotland in fjood order. 

In the year I5f>2, Margairt, rountefs of Lyn- 
nox, niece to llrtny Vlil, by his rldefl fiflcTt 
nvas delivered as jirilinier to Kichai'd Saekvill, and 
her husband the earl of Lennox, was afligned to 
the niafler of'tlie Kolls in tlie fiime luanner, hav- 
ing had fee let inteilifnncr by letters, with the 
<liieen of Seols, in wliic h ctiHody bothofthcnfl 
were kept a eotindeinble 'itne. 

Notion;^ nfter, Ilenry SiJiiey was font to the 
<jueen of Scots, whoie inelfa/^e was, that tlie in* 
terview which (lie defircd to have with queen Eli- 
s'.abeth, mi{>lit be jnit. olV till the next year, or 
till the h'reiu li war wa*; over. 

At this tinie it was del)aied, whether it was for 
any good pufpofc tliat thefo two princeffes fhould 
Iiave an interview or conference : for, the queen 
of S( otland re(|uiiinf; it, caufed a fulpicion, that 
Jlu; dill it with lonir inierellcd views, either ta 
ilreny.tlien her rijdit in b'npjatid, to encourage the 
p.ipill.'i in r'n^d.-ind, and her coufins the (rnifcs in 
I'r.mce. On the (itl'cr fi le, foine thought hereby 
u mod firm :'.miiy ini;dil l)e toiK hulcii lu'tween 
liiem, the iri-'Mie betv/eiii tlie I'Vench and Scots 
v/e.ikened by little ;:n ! Jlitle, and the queen of 
y.ioi'-. /';u;i "d over to ilie [ i'ot.eflant religion. 

OiJhi's o!;ihved, iha; out of I'.ch interviews, 
or <(yiircrer.ee:., fpevv' tlie I'm]', ol ennilation rather 
than (yf lov, when nw. (Ijould hate and repine at 
rlie oIleJii;iti(;ji ol'ti.e odierN v/( ;ihh and powcr. 
TVeirherdid thetjneen of S'toiland think it fafc to 
deliver herfeifiiJio llic hand) of queen Elizabeth^ 

with 
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^ith whom flie had -contended for the right d 
fucceffipn to the crown. Her fcfuples were great- 
ly increafed, when fhe heard that queen Elizabeth, 
ftood openly for the proteftants in France, whilft 
iht confidered (as fhe wrote herfelf) that fhe came 
by her father from the Englifh blood, and by her 
mother from the French -, that fhe was crowned 
ijueen and dowager of France, and had a jufl title 
to fucceed to the crown of England ; that fhe waa 
much indebted to her uncles in France, who had 
brought her up ; and that fhe much defired the 
iove of queen Elizabeth. 

Yet fhe feared, fuch was her piercing under- 
ftanding, left, if fhe made a ftrift alliance with 
her, fhe might incur the iH-will of the French 
king, be abandoned by her uncles, and lofe her 
"dowry out of France, by preferring the uncertain 
iriendfhip of queen Elizabeth; which, to ufe her 
own words, pafTed not beyond the perfon, before 
the certain love of the French. Hereupon the 
conference, which had been treated of many- 
months, and the articles alfo drawn, came to no- 
thing, efpccially when fhe, by her letters, utterly 
refufed to come to the interview, except fhe 
might be declared heir apparent of England by- 
authority of parliament, or elfe be adopted by 
queen Elizabeth to be her daughter, to lay a foun* 
tion of a mofl certain peace and imion of both 
kingdoms, fo often defired. 

If thefe things were granted, fhe promifed to 
devote herfelf wholly to queen Elizabeth, and not 
to fefpedt and regard her uncles the Guifes. In 
thefe letters fhe likewife infmuated, that fhe urged 
thefe things the more vehemently, becaufe fhe had 
heard, that there were many fecretly devifed to 
bring in another fuccefTor, and that only for the 

caufc 
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CAu/c of rcli^ion^ though flie tokrated in Scoe- 
land the religion of the proceftancs. 

But, when the cardinal of l^rrainr, at the iame 
time, treated with the emperor Ferdinand, that 
Ihc might marry hi* fon Charles the arciulukc, 
who then foIliiMted queen Elizabeth in marnij^c, 
qneen Klizabcrh threatened her by Thomas !<;m- 
dolph, that ir Ihcconienccd to what was prop<>fcd 
by the cardinal, the mortal enemy of England, 
about that marriage, both that the amity between 
jMigUnd and Scodand would be diflblved, and 
perhaps ihe excluded from her hope of the fuc- 
cefTxon of I<*ngland ; and, if Ihe would not relin- 
quifli it, Ihe in a friendly manner advifed her to 
chuic a hu.sbaiid in England, in whofe choice (he 
might pieafe herfelf, and give fatisfaftion to her 
own liibji'L'is, and alfo to the Englifh, in the pre- 
fcrvation of the peace, and make the way fmootl^« 
erand plainer to iKTaniired lucccfTion inEngland, 
which could not be publilhed and made known un^ 
til li was ctrrainiy known whom flig would take tQ 
Ikt husband. 

In die year i^^j, when, in the heat of the 
civil wars ot J'rance, the duke of Cjuife, uncle to 
(he c|ueen of ScoUand, was (lain, her dowry out 
ot' Fiance was not paid, Hamilton, dukeof Chaf- 
teaiilii >y, was deprived of his duchy, and the 
.SL<it.» were deprived of the captainflup of the 
i/,uard ; which flu* took very ill. 'I'he cardinal of 
J.oraine, anoihtr of her uncles, fearing left here- 
u\um Ihc leavinjj tlie Krencli, might attach herfelf 
to lvn{/Jaiul, propolcd again by Crocus, the mar- 
riage with Charles of Aullria, offering her the 
couniy of I'yrole for her dowry. She acquainted 
queen Elizabeth uith the matter, who |by Ran*^ 
clolph, gave her ihofc former admonitions abouf 
ihc chufuig of a husband *, and then in plainer 
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rm3 commended Robert Dudley, and promifed, 
^liat if fhe would marry him, Ihe ihould be de- 
clared by the authority of parliament, filler, or 
daughter, and heir-apparent of England, if fhe 
died without ifliie. As foonas the queen-mother 
and her uncles heard this by Foixius the French 
tmbaflador in England, they fo dlfdained the mar- 
riage with Dudley, as altogether unequal and un- 
worthy to match with a royal family, that they 
promifed not only to pay her dowry, but alfo to 
reftore to the Scots all their former privileges, if 
Ihe would perfift firmly in the friendlhip of France, 
and refufe the marriage propofed to her ; more- 
brer, they fuggefted that queen Elizabeth pro- 
pofed this marriage not ferioufly, but as a blind, 
though fhe had intended Dudfey for her^own hul^ 
band ; and that there was no caufe why fhe fhould 
put any truft or confidence in the authority of a 
parliament, fince that in England one parliament 
may repeal that which another hath enafted. 
Moreover, that the purpofes of the Englifh were 
no other, but by one means or other, to keep her 
always from marriage. 

However, fhe referred this matter to a confer- 
ence, being greatly perplexed and troubled at 
home, when Murray cafl into prife)n the archbifiiop 
of St. Andrews for faying mafs. And the hot- 
fpirited miniflers of the church, protefted by the 
authority of Murray, offered violence to a priefl 
who had faid mafs in the court, which was per- 
mitted by the law. Neither was fhe able to re- 
prefs the feditious, though fhe applied all her 
mind to the good of the commonwealth, by grant- 
ing a general pardon, increafing the fees or wages 
of the judges, by making wholfome laws, as mak* 
ing adultery punilhable by death, and fitting her- 

VoL, 11. H fclf 
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in judgment, in order to make by kw tlifl 

;heft equal with the loweft. 

In the year 1564, queen Elizabeth created Ro^. 

txx. Dudley, mafter of her horfe, a man in high 
tvour with her, whom (he intended to match with 
he queen of Scotland, baron of Denbigh, giving 
lim Denbigh, with the demefnea, and the next 
day earl of Leiteftcr, to liim and his heirs-male 
lawfully begotten : for whofe lake alfo fiie had 
before created his eklcr brother Ambrofc baron 
Lifle, and earl of Warwick, and to his heirs male 
lawfully begotten; and to Robert, his brother^ 
and to the heirs male of his body lawfully begot- 
ten. 

Dudley, advanced to thefe lionours, to gain 
favour with the queen of Scoland, to whom he 
paid his addrefles, he made his utmoil endeavour 
todefervewellof her, and forthwith accufed Bacon, 
keeper of the great feal, to the queen, for having 
cppofed the queen of Scotland's fucceffion, and 
been privy and acceflary to a pamphlet wrote by 
one Hales, who attempted to prove the right of 
the crown of England to belong to the family a 
Suffolk, if the queen died without iflue, forwhic 
he had been put in prifon : but Bacon, though \ 
denied what he was charged with, waSy with mur 
ado, and after a long time, reftored to the quee; 
favour by Cecil, who kept his own opinion in t 
point fecret to himfelf, and always determinec? 
do fo, unlefs the queen commanded him to fp 
his mind ; for (he could not endure, of all thi 
to have the right of fucceffion called into c 
tion and difputc ; but the wifer and the richer 
were troubled with nothing more, whilft, i; 
debates of religion, the jealous protcAants th 
the queen of Scotland wa^; to be put by a 
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hefted, becaufe (he was of another religion, tho* 
her right was undoubted. 

Some of the Romanifts, and moft that regarded 
fcquity and juftice, thought Ihe was to be receiv- 
ed, as the true and certain heir by the law. And 
many preferred Margaret, aunt to the queen of 
Scotland, the wife of Matthew Stewart, earl of 
Lennox, and her children, as thofe of whom they 
hoped the beft, as born in England. 

Thefe things were not unknown to the queen 
of Scotlandj who, to prevent it as much as fhe 
couldj by the advice of the countefs of Lenox 
her aunt, fent for Matthew earl of Lenox, to 
come into Scotland, under pretence to reftore him 
to his ancient patrimony ; but indeed to afk him 
counfel in thefe affairs, who by his wife's means 
obtained leave, and alfo letters of recommenda- 
tion from queen Elizabeth, after he had been ba- 
nilhed from his native country now full twenty 
years. 

He was born of the fame flock of the Stewarts, 
as the royal family of the Scots Was : for Mary» 
daughter to James IL king of Scotland, bore to 
James Hamilton^ James I. of this flock, earl of 
Arran, and Mary his daughter, wife to Matthew 
Stewart, earl of Lennox, the firfl of this Chriflian 
name. James, eirl of Arran, his firfl wife, being 
divorced, and yet living, married Jenet Beton, 
aunt to cardinal Beton, by whom he had James, 
duke of Chafleauleroy, whom his adverfaries here- 
upon accounted a baftard. Mary, fitter to the 
earl of Arran, bore to Matthew, John, earl of 
Lennox, who, being flain by tlie Hamihons, 
when hf! attempted to reftore James IV. to his li- 
berty, left this fecond Matthew Stewart {of whom 
we fpcak) earl of Lennox, very dear to James I, 
on his father's account. 

H 2 But 
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m M.uihcw, (^thc kinp; being ilr;ul, and thr 
n^iltons having all the govcrninent in ihcir 
.ver' ilc|>aric\l I'circtly into Franco^ from whence 
was lent by Henry II, the I^'reneh king, ro let* 
M the e^Mnnionweahh oi Scothiml liitVered no 
inn by I lamihon the reqent; and lierein In* 
'led worihily ; Inn being a plain and honelt- 
niniled man, '^and entangled by the craU ami po- 
iey ot" cardinal Heton, and llamilton ■ he h>ll Ithe 
TavtMir of the h'rench L\i\sr in a Ihorr time; and, 
when he ci>vild neither eoniinue ai home, nor re- 
turn into I'rance, he eame into I'niiland, and 
lubmitted himfeltio 1 Icnry \'I1I, \vl\o accepted 
hiiii as a man well-below J, in the wetl lH>rdcrs, 
and a<>kno\\led|\ed iiim as next heir lo ihe crown 
*)t vSccvland, nher Maiy uwn an int'ant, :thous?h 
the 1 lamilttM^s lonhliaied all his polVelVions, as 
tliole(»f* a trait»T e(M\demned' and married liim to 
the kulv Marv Poii:;la^ lii< niece, by his cldell 
liller, iMvini); hi:n laiid^ in l"nj;land, wovlh vearlv 
ol'the old \eni Icventti-n hundred mark^^, lie pro- 
milini;, for ii-.s part, to deliver into tl\e hands of 
the k:n!\ oi h nj\Iand, the calUes of Punbriiton, 
liu' ille iM'Hutha, and ihecallle of Kothlav ; which 
places, thoujdi courageoully and valiantly aiicmpi- 
cvi, couKl not yet be taken pollelliiMi of 

'Ihe i]\]een ol" Scotland tent tor tliis man, anil 
rellorcvl iiim to his ancient [H'^irelVions, as well that 
Ihe mirjit opin^ie iiim againll the attempts of 
James the ballarvl, as alio, to put otiiers our of 
hopes o\ the i\iccellu^:\ of Ivngland, by his fon 
lleniv PariiK : tor^ if il>;4t voung man, born of 
the roval h\c.(\l in iMn-'land, and well beloved of 
the I'lij'lilh r.aiion, Ib.ouKl marry with fome of 
i!ie LV.eat families of lMu.;land, ihc feared, 
lliat :;*', i'uppor:. J. v.iii\ the power of b'.ngland, 
n.iiihc ie an obl!acl«; in her wav, \\\ the rii^hc of 

h«T 
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her fucceflion in England, frnce he was accounted, 
in mod mens opinion, the fecond heir of the 
crown of England after her; and, there was no- 
thing fhe more wiflied, than that the reahiis of 
England and Scotland might devolve by her 
means to fome of the race of Scotland, and by him 
might be propagated to pofterity, in the ancient 
firname of the Stewarts. 

This came to the knowledge of queen Elizabeth j 
and, to prevent her defign, ihe declared to her by 
Randolph, that that marriage was fo univerfally 
^ifapproved by the Englifh, that fhe adjourned the 
parliament againft the will of her council till ano* 
ther time, left the States, incenfed thereby, fliould 
make fome aft againft her right in fucceflion ; to 
prevent which, Ihe intreated her not to do fo, 
but to give fatisfaftion to the Englifh, by thinking 
\ipon fome other match. And now, fhe again re-^ 
comn)ended Leicefler (whom fhe had advanced 
to the degree of an earl upon that account) with 
more earneftnefs than before, 

Upon this occafion, in the month of November, 
Z conference was held at Berwick upon the mar- 
riage with Leicefter by the earl of Bedford and 
Randolph, and for her, were Murray and Liding- 
ton commifTioners, The Englifh promifed ,tirm 
^mity, perpetual peace, and certain hope of the 
fucceflion, if fhe would marry with I^eiceiler ; for, 
upon this condition, queen Elizabeth had j)ro- 
mifed to declare her daughter adoptive, or lifter 
by authority of parliament. 

The Scots ilood hard to it, that it was not for 
the dignity of a queen, foUjcited in marriage by 
Charles, the fop of th^ emperor Ferdinand, the 
king of France, the prince of Conde, and the 
diike of Ferrara, to defcend fo low as to marry a 
new-made carl, and afubjeft pf England, upon a 
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hope only, and no dowry being ofFercd ; adding, 
thai it. wiis ncitluT honcHirablr to the queen of 
l^'nfiKuid, to recommend \o mean a husband to (b 
i^Mwt :i prinu'ls, hrr next kinfwoman ; but, that 
it wnnld be :i certain proof of love, if flie would 
permit lier at her own choice, to i'\ri\ hrrlelf a 
husband, who fliotild keep peace witli England, 
. nnd, at tlie fame rime, affign her a Rood annuily, 
and conlirm tlie ridit of fuccellion bv the autho- 
rity of ])arli:Mneni. 

In all this bufuu-fs, queen I'.lizabetli rarneflly 
defired, (hat the fucrcflion of both the kingdoms 
mif^ht be eftahlilhed in the iMiglilli nation, tho' 
flie was flow in her proceedin[»s upon that occa- 

fKUl. 

'I'he queen of Svoiland, when the matter had 
been a ful^je^!-t of d<*l)ate for the I'pace of two years, 
now determined to take Darnly for her husband, 
fufp(\'linp; that queen Kli/abeih did not deal fin- 
f (Tcly wiili hrr ; but, that flie pro|)oled this mar- 
riage for no other end, but that llie might maka 
the firfl choice of tlie bell fuitor for hcrfelf, or 
elfe might the better i)aHiate her own marriage 
with l.eiceller. 

But the Scotch delegates, having their private 
views, determined by one way or other to lay fomo 
<^bflacle in the way i>f any marriage, that they might 
Hill retain tlieir autliority with the queen. Qtieen 
Ivlizabeth had required the lommiirioners to hin- 
iler the marriage with Darnly -, and Txiccfler 
himfclf, thiMkin;: he was feeure of (]ueen Isli/a- 
beth, intreated Mrdfoni lecretly hy liis letters, not 
to urge the m.ut< I lunc h. And upon this hopcit 
IS tliouidu he i'avoured Darnlv with the know- 
ltii/;<' ot ilic la R't. 

In 
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Till the mean, time, Darnlygot leave, with much 
difficulty, to go into Scotland, and to ttay there 
three niDnths, by the earneft and humble fuit his 
piothcr riiade to queen Elizabeth, under colour, 
that he nuirla he prefent at the reftoring of his 
father ; and lb he went to Edinburgh, in the 
monih of l^'chiuary, 1 56.^1.. 1 Ic was a young man, 
of a line pcrfon, ot a jniUi dilpofition, and en- 
gaging bcliaviour. 

As loon as ihc queen of Scotland faw him, fhe 
fell in love with him, and, to conceal her love, ftie 
talked now and then to Randolph, the Englilh 
ambalTador ui Scotland, about the marriage with 
Lcicefter, and at the fame time fent to Rome for 
a difpenfation, becaufe D^rnly and Ihe were fo 
near of kin that a difpenfation was neceflary by 
the canon laws. But when thefe things came to 
light, fhe fent Lidington to queen Elizabeth, to 
defire her confent to marry Darnly, that flic might 
not be kept any longer unmarried upon vAin ex- 
peftations. 

Queen Elizabeth propofed the matter to her 
priyy-council, who, by the fecret fuggeftions of 
Murray, eafily believed, that the purpole of the 
queen of Scotland, tended, by this marriage, to 
ftrengthen, and again to claim, the tifle and her 
right to the realm of England, and to eftablifli 
the Roman religion again i and, that many would 
adhere to them, upon the certainty of their fuc- 
ceflTion coming of this marriage, and others through 
their attachment to the Roman religion, and as 
they knew that moft of the jullices of peace wcrc^ 
addifted to it. 

To prevent thofe things, they thought It highly 
neceflliry, firft to prevail upon the queen to marry 
fpecdily fome liulb'4nd, that, on the certainty of 
fHC(crr*on by her and her ilTue, the atlain and hopes 
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of Englifhmen might depend, for they feared that^ 
if the queen of Scotland married firft, and had 
ifilie, mod of the people would incline to her (idc, 
becaufe of the certainty of the fucceflion. Second- ' 
ly, that the profeJTion of the Roman religion 
fhould be weakened, as much as might be, and 
that of. the reformed diligently advanced and 
eftablidied: this, by dealing more moderately with 
fqme hot-fpiritcd protcftants about things indiffer- 
ent ; and the other, by making the deprived bi- 
fliops return to their prifons (for they had been 
difpcrfed into the country in the time of the great 
plague) by giving the bilhops more ample au- 
thority to excrcife the ecclefiaftical laws, by fup- 
prelTing books coming from the Low-Countries 
into England, wrote by Harding, and the divines 
who at that time were fled over the feas, by 
removing certain Scottifli priefts that lurked in 
England -, by depriving the Englifli fugitives of 
their ecclefiaftical livings, which they enjoyed tiU 
this time ; by compelling the judges of the land, 
who, for the moft part, were papifts, to take the 
oath of fupremacy. But, to difturb the marriage 
with Darnly, it was thought beft to put them in 
fear, by muftering foldiers upon the borders to- 
ward Scotland, and by putting a garrifon into Ber- 
wick : that the countefs of Lenox, mother to 
Darnly, and Charles her fon, fhould be committed 
fo prifon : the earl of Lenox, and Darnly, his 
fbn, fhould be recalled out of Scotland, upon pain 
of forfeiting all their goods, before any league 
could be made by them with the kings of France 
or Spain : that the Scots enemies to the marriage 
Ihould be countenanced, and Catharine Gray, 
with the earl of Hertford, fhould be received into 
fome favour, of whom, as of her competitor in the 
fucceflion of the kingdom, fhe fcemed fomewhat 

afraid 
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iraid. This was ail they could devife to hinder 
the marriage. 

Hereupon Nicholas Throgmorton was fent to 
t-he queen of Scotland, to advife her to deliberate 
long on what was to be done but'once ; to remind 
her that repentance always followed hafty mar- 
riages, and to recommend earneftly the marriage 
with Leicefter, and that the marriage with her 
aunty's fon was contrary to the canon law ; for 
queen Elizabeth very much defired, that by her 
fome of the Englifh notion might fucceed in both 
kingdoms ; though there were fome that thought 
it would be the beft for religion, and both realms, 
if (he died without ifllie. 

She anfwered the matter could not be recalled, 
and that queen Elizabeth had no caufe to be angry, 
when, according to her counfel, fhe had chofen 
not a ftranger, but an Englifliman, and one 
born of the royal blood of both kingdoms, 

Lidington refiding in England, often propofed 
the marriage of the queen of Scotland to Leicefter, 
:>nd alfo to the duke of Norfolk, as tq onq^ worthy 
of a princefs's marriage j but he moddtly de- 
clined it. 

The queen of England, to interpofe fome im- 
pediment to this haftened marriage, called back 
Lenox and Darnly, as her fubjedts, according to 
the times exprefled in their licece. The father 
cxcufed himfclf modeftly in his letters : the fon 
delired that fhe would not be againft his prefer- 
ment, and infinuated, that it might be for the 
advantage of his dear country England ; and openly 
profefTed himfelf a lover and admirer of the queen 
of Scotland, above all others; who, to requite 
his love, firlt made him knight, and afterwards 
lord Ardmanoch, earlofRofs, and duke of Roth- 
lay, Lin.l, the firft month after his coming into Scot- 
land, 
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land, chofe him for her hufband, with the conleni; 
of moft of the noblemen, and proclaimed him 
king. 

Murray, who had nothing in view but to gratify 
his own ambition, and under the fpecious pretenco 
of religion, had drawn in the duke of Chafteaule-r 
roy, an honeft man, to embrace his party, mur- 
mured ; and others raifed tumults, and argued 
thefe queftions : 

Whether a papift was to be received to be their 
king ? 

Whether the queen of Scotland might chufe her^ 
felf a hufband at her own directions ? 

Whether the noblemen of the land, might not, 
by their authority, appoint her a hufband ? 

The queen of England, who knew the mild 
difpofition of D4rnly, and the plain and honeft 
mind of the father, taking compaffion.of the young 
man her coufin, and of the queen, a young wo- 
man,^ who had to deal with turbulent perfons that, 
having been above twenty years free from the go- 
vernment of kings, could not nqw ejidur^ any 
matter,' took it more quietly, 

Neither had fhe any apprehenfipn, when fhe 
faw the power of the queen her adveifary not in- 
creafed by that mean match, and had the mother 
of Darnly in her power -, forefeeing that trouble^ 
would arife hereupon in Scotland, which began 
foon after: for many noblemen of Scotland, as 
Hamilton and Murray, were difpleafed with the 
marriage ; the one, becaufe the marriage was made 
without the confentof the queen of England; the 
other, upon a fpightagainft the family of Lenox ; 
but both of them under the pretext of the prefer- 
vation of religion, difplayed their banners in a 
hoftile manner, to difturb the marriage ; fo that 
the quceft was forced to levy forges, th^t the mar- 

riaop 
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n a.gc might be celebrated with fecurity ; and then 
frie fo fiercely purfued the rebels, with the help of 
^He king her hufband, tliat flie made them fly into 
B-ngland, before the bands of Englifhmen pro- 
n:\ifed to them could come : but the queen of 
England covertly granted a place of refuge to 
Alurray, who was wholly devoted to the Englilh, 
and fecretly maintained him with money by Bed- 
ford till he returned into Scotland, which was the 
dav after the murder of David Rizzo. 

The caules which queen Elizabeth affigned, 
^hy fhe admitted Murray, and the Scottifh rebels, 
Into England, were, that the queen of Scotland 
had received Yaxley, Standcn, and Welfh, Eng- 
lilh fugitives, into Scotland \ and received O'Nealc^ 
a great man of Ireland, into her proteftion ; had 
intelligence with the pope againft England ; and 
had not done juftice on the thieves on the borders, 
lOr on pirates. 

Queen Elizabeth, not forgetful of the Scottilh 
affairs, a month or two after the marriage, fent 
Tamworth, a gentleman of her privy chamber, 
' to the queen of Scotland, to warn her not to violate 
the peace, and to cxpoftulate with her, for her 
Jiafty marriage with the native fubjeft of England, 
without her confent, and to requeft that Lenox 
and Darnly might be fent back to England, ac- 
cording to the league -, and, that Murray might 
be again received into favour. 

She, fufpefting his errand, admitted him not to 
her prefence, but, in articles delivered in writing, 
promifed, on the word of a prince, that neither 
Ihe nor her hufband would attempt any thing to 
wrong the queen of England, or her children law- 
fully begotten, or the quiet of the realm, cither 
by receiving fugitives, or by making league with 
lirangers, or by any other means j yea, moft wi4- 
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lingly, that they would make fuch league with 
the queen and realm of England, which might be 
profitable and honourable tor both the realms i 
neither that they would innovate any thing in the 
religion, laws, and liberties of England, if at any 
time they fhould poflefs the kingdom of England : 
yet upon this condition, that queen Elizabeth 
would fully perform this thing on her part toward 
her and her hulband : viz. by parliament eftablUh 
the fucceflion of the crown of England in her per^ 
fon and her lawful ilVue ; and, it that failed, in 
Margaret countefs of Lenox, her huiband*s mo# 
ther, and her children lawfully begotten. As for 
the other things, ihe anlwered. That fhc had ac- 
quainted the queen of her marriage with Darnly 
as foon as fhe was fully determined to marry him, 
and had received no anlwer from her : That Hit 
hud fatisHed the queen's demands, foralmuch ai 
flie had not married a ftranger, but an Englifhmaa 
born, who was the noblell in birth, and worthieft 
of her, in all Britain, that flic knew : but it feemed 
ftrange that Ihe might not keep with her Darnly, 
whom flie had married, or not keep Lenox m 
Scotland, who was a native earl of Scotland, Ai 
for Murray, whom flic knew to be her mortal 
enemy, flie, in fair words, bcfought her to leave 
her I'ubje^ls to her own difcretion, fince that Ihe 
did not intermeddle in the cauiea of the fubjefta 
of England. 

With this anfwcr Tamworth returned, not rc- 
fpeded, as he thought, according to his rank 
and place, but, to fay the truth, had infolently 
attacked the reputation and credit of the queen of 
Scotland with flander, and had not vgughit^ed to 
give her hufl^and the title of king. 

In June, 1566, the queen of Scotland was de- 
livered of her fqn J|aipcs, who was afterwards king 
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bf England, which (he fignified di redly to queeh 
fclizabeth by James Meluin. Elizabeth, though 
Ihe was grieved at the heart, that the honour of 
being a mother was borne away before her by her 
adverfary, yet ftie fent Henry Killigrew to congra- 
tulate her on her fafe delivery, and the birth of a 
fon ; and to I'equeft her not to favour any more 
Shane O'Neale. then rebelling in Ireland^ nor to 
entertain Chriftopher Rokeby, who had fled from 
England^ and to punifti certain thieves upon the 
borders. 

Shortly after, the eftates of the realm in the 
parliament held at London, moved the queen ear- 
neftly to marry, and to fet dowrl and nominate her 
fucceflbr ; but Ihe by no means could be prevailed 
on to do it. Yet, that it might appear to the 
world, whom fhe thought lawful fucceflbr, flie 
caft into prifon Thornton, the reader of the liw 
at Lincoln's-inn, in London, at that time, of 
whom the queen of Scotland had complained, that 
he, in hi^ reading, had called in quefl:ion, and 
made a doubt of the right of her fucceflion. 

The time being come for the baptizing of the 
prince of Scotland, the queen of England being 
requefted to be god-mother, fent tlie earl of Bed- 
ford with a font of maflTy gold for a gift, and com- 
manded, exprefly, that neither he, nor any Englifli- 
men that accompanied him, fliould vouchfafe to 
call Darnly by the name of king. 

That ceremony being finiflied, the earl of Bed- 
ford treated with the queen of Scotland about 
other things contained in his commiflion : that is 
to fay, that the domefl:ic contentions between her 
and her huflDand might be accommodated, (for 
feme malicious, fworn enemies to them both, had, 
by underhand practices, occafioned a mifunder- 
ftanding between them) and the treaty of Edin^ 

burgh 
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burgh nuificd, l*his lall (he pofirivtrly refufecfi 
allcdging, that in the treaty there were many tr-» 
tides that might derogate from her own and hcf 
children's rigfit to the crown of England. Yet Ihe 
promiled to lend coinmillioners into England, who 
ihouUl debate concerning the conHrnnation thereof^ 
changing ic>me words; namely, that flic flioiiki 
forbear to iile the title and arms of England whilft 
queen Kliisabeth lived, and her children \ as though 
it wea* meant in the treaty, that Ihe (houkl for- 
bear to ule them for ever : and alio fliould declare 
to her, how injurioully the was trt^ated by their 
villainous devices, that abufed the fimplicity and 
credulity of her huJband, in a manner not to be 
endured : and how Ihe, being Ikkly and weakv 
in her letters conmiended her young Ion to the pro- 
tection of queen Elizabeth. In which letters^ 
** though Ihe knew,** thefe are her own words« 
** that ihe is the undoubted rightful heir of Eng- 
land, afrer queen Elizabeth, and that many devife 
funi.!ry things againtl that right," the promiieit 
tliat Ihe would not urge any vnovc any declaration 
of !>er right, but that Ihe will help, aiUlt, and ad- 
here to her iilways with all her }>owcr, againft 
all perlons. 

But, before thole cointnillloners came from the 
queen of Scotlantk and a month or two after th6 
prinee w.is ehrillened, the king her hulband, in 
the one and twentieth year of hi^age, in the dead 
time of the night, wa^ llranglal in his bed* and 
call int(^ a garden, and the houic blown up with 
gunpowder. 

A runuMir was f'prcad immediately over all Bri- 
tain, aiul the fault was laid upon Morton, Mur- 
ray, ami their confederates : and they infulting the 
weaknefj) of her icx> charged the queen hcrfclx 
tvithu. 

What 
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What Buchannan has written upon, this fubjeft^ 

As well in his Hiftoiy, as in a pamphlet called The 

Deteftiori, is univerfally known by thefe printed 

books. But lince he, biafled by partiality, and 

gained by the gifts of Murray, wrote in that man- 

. ner, thofe books were condemned as falfe by the 

ftates of the realm of Scotland, to whom more 

credit is to be given : and he afterwards repented 

that he had written fo bitterly againft the queen ; 

wiftiing, . at his death, that he might have lived 

long enough to wipe out, with a recantation, or 

with his blood, the fpots and ftains with which he 

had afperfed her charafter. But that, as he faid, 

would be to no purpofe, fince he would appear to 

doat for old age. 

* We fhall therefore endeavour, in few words, to 
lay open the matter as fiiUy as it has come to our 
knowledge, as well from the writings of other 
men, which were publifhed at that time, but fup- 
preffed in favour of Murray, and through hatred 
to the queen, captive in England, as alfo from 
the letters of ambafladors, and of men of credit. 

In the year of our Lord 1558, at the marriage 
of Francis the dauphin, and of Mary queen of 
Scotland, James, the queen's baftard-brother, com- 
monly called the prior of St. Andrew's, difdaining 
that religious appellation, fued for a more honour- 
able title ; which, when Ihe by the advice of the 
Guifes her uncles would not grant, he returned 
into Scotland much offended, and began to raife 
difturbances under the pretence of the reformation 
of religion, and fecuring the liberty of Scodand; 
and effefted it fo far, that religion was changed 
into an alfembly of the confederates, without the 
queen's knowledge •, and the Frenchmen were re- 
moved out of Scotland by the help of the Englifh 
tnen they had brought ii>» 

Francis, 
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Francis, the king of France, being dead; hd 
polled into France to his fifter, and entirely di(i 
olaiming whatfoever had been don? in Scotland 
"Bgainft her profit or credit, folemnly promifed to 
do her all the kind offices which a fifter could eli- 
ded at the hands of a brother ; and, conceiving 
hopes that fhe being bred up, from her t-ehder 
years, in the delights of France, , would not return 

- to Scotland, dealt with the Guifes, that fome one 
of the Scottifti nobility might be named regent of 
Scotland ; and infinuated, that he himfelf was the 
fitteft min. But, when he was fent back into 
Scotland, with no ether authority but only witli 
letters patents, wherein the queen gave authority 
to aflemble the nobility, and to advife and confer 
about the good of the commonwealth. 

He, being dejeded and difappointed in his 
hopes, in his return through England, in a rage 
End fury, put into their heads, that, if they dc- 
fired, or had a care of the prefervation of religion 
in Scotland, the tranquility of England, and fecu- 
rity of queen Elizabeth, they ftiould hinder the 
return of the queen of Scotland into Scotland, by 
fome means or other. Yet fhe arrived fafe in Scot- 
land, paffing by the Englifh fleet in a thick mift, 
and ufing her brother with all kindnefs, gave the 
government of all affairs into his hands. 

Yet this did not lop the branches of tiis ambi- 
tion, which daily fprouted out, both in words arid 
deeds : for he could not contain himfelf from la- 
menting amongft his friends, that the warlike 
Scottilh nation, not inferior in military glory to 
the Englifh, was fubjefted to the government of a 
woman ; and out of the doftrine of Knox, whom 
he looked upon as a patriarch, he often afTerted, 
that kingdoms were due to virtue, not kindred : 

that worn :n were to be excluded from the fuccel^ 
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lion of kingdoms ; ahd, thit their governmenc 
l¥as monftfdus. He alfo foUicited Che queen, by hist 
friends, to fubftitute ibme, out of the family of 
the Stewarts, who, if fhe died Without ifllie, fh'ould 
liicceed, one aftef anothei*, in the kingdom -, arid 
Hot to have any regard whether they were legiti- 
mate or illegitimate, hoping that he fhould be orie 
of the to, being a king's fon, although illegi- 
tiirtate. 

But the (Jueen, taking it into feridus confideri- 
tidfrt, that fuch a fubftitution was contrary to the 
law3 of the land, and would be an injury to the 
right heirs, a moft pernicious example, dangerous 
even to the fubftitutes themfelves, and an impedi- 
ment to her marrying again, Ihe anfwered mildly, 
that fhe would maturely deliberate upon what was 
propgfed, and Confult with the dates of the realm 
about it : and, to fhew herfelf kind and bountiful 
to her brother, fhe created him earl of Marr, and 
afterward earl of Murray, becaufe Matr was in 
controverfy, and procured him an honourable mai'- 
riage. All this fhe did, being all this while igno- 
xarit, that he afpired at the crown, boafling that 
he was the lawful fon of James V. and, to make 
his way to the throne, he, through the favour 
wherein he flood with the queen, opprefTed the 
moft noble family of the Gordons, who had very 
many vafTals, tenants and retainers, whom he 
feared much, both in refped of himfelf and of 
their religion •, and banifhed from court the 
duke of Chafteauleroy, who was confidered ^s the 
next heir to the crown *, imprifoned the earl of Ar- 
ran, his fon, banifhed Bothwell into England, and 
put all them that he thought might croi? him, out 
of office : and, as a guardian, kept the queen as 
his ward, and at his command, beings particularly 
careful to keep her from marriage. 

Vol. II. 1 As 
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As loon as he undcrftood, that the emperor fuecf 
to her for his brother, aiul the king of Spfiin for 
Ins Ion, he difluadcd her utterly from thcml^oth ; 
bccatii'c the liberty of Scotland \youId iiot, nor 
covild not, endure a foreign prince: and, whenever 
that government dcfcended to women, that they 
married no other husbands but of the Scottifh na* 
tion : but afterwards, when all the Scots generally 
wiflicd to fee her married, and he found out that 
the countefs of Lennox had fo artfully conducted' 
matters that llie inclined to marry Darnlvi he alio 
commended him as a gcx)d husband for ncr, hop- 
ing the young man, being of a llexible dilpou-* 
tion, would be ruled by him in all things. Yet, 
when he faw that the queen loved Darnly exceed- 
ingly, and he himlelf was beginning to grow out 
of her favour, he repented of the counfel he had 
given, and importuned queen Klizabcth to hinder 
her marriage by fome means or other. 

'Hie marriage being cx)ncluded, and Darnly 
•proclaimed king, when the queen revoked the do- 
nations made to him and others againll the laws In 
her minority •, he, with others, put himfelf in arms 
;u;ainft the king, alledging, that the new king was 
an enemy to the religion of the protellants, and 
cliat he was married without the confent of the 
queen of England. But he fled into England^ 
as has been laid, never adventuring to fight ; and^ 
being dellitutc of all aid from thence, he dealt by 
letters with Mourton, a profound fubtle nian» 
who\«as as his other felf, that, fmce the marriage 
could not be diflblved, rccourle fliould be had to 
lecret devices to alienate the king and queen from 
each other : and a fit occafion offered itfelf j for 
Ilie, upon the arifing of fome private dilcontent, 
to i heck the pride of the young man, and to pre- 
fcrve her ioyal aulliority whole to hcifclf, had be- 
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■gun to fct her husband's name laft in the proclama- 
tions and records, and to omit it utterly in the 

coin, 

Motirtoll being a (kilful mart to breed difcoil- 
tents, with his flatteries crept into the king's good 
liking and opinion, and then perfuaded him to 
take upon him the crown of the realm, in defpight 
of the queen, and to make himfelf free from the 
government of women j for that it is the condition 
of women, faidhe, to obey, and of men to rule.= 

By this counfel, if it were taken, he hoped not 
only to draw away the love of the queen, but of 
all the nobility and commons alfo from the king, 
to eftrange the queen from her hufband and crafty 
men; and with various flanders he firft incited the 
king to murder David Rizzo, left that a native of 
Piedmont fhould prevent their purpofes* 

This Rizzo was a mufician, and came the laft 
year with Moret, the embairador of Savoy -, and 
was, for his wit and addrefs, received into her houf^ 
hold and favour, and preferred to write her French 
letters, and to alTift in her privy-council in theab- 
fcnce of her fecretary. 

Then, to eftrange her love the more, he per- 
fuaded tl^c king to be prefent at the murder, 
with Ruthen and the reft, who, rufhing together 
with him into the queen's dining parlour, at fup- 
pcr time ((he fitting at the table with the countefs 
of Argyle) attacked Rizzo with their naked fwords 
as he tafted meat taken from the queen's table at 
the cupboard, as the fervants of the privy cham- 
ber ufed to do, and the queen being big with child, 
and trembling for fear, they held a piftol to her 
breaft, and dragging Rizzo intQ another chamber, 
they inhumanly murdered him, and fhut up the 
queen in a parlour, Mourton all this time guard*, 
ing all the paflages, 

I 7. This 
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T}m murdrr was committed tlic evening beS 
forr flu: flay af)pointcd for Murray to appear for 
hi'i trial in the aflcmbly of the cO-atcs for ms rebel* 
lion, who rani'^ in on the ncxi day, when nobody 
rxprdlcd him ; and no man appeared again!!; him 
in that troublcfomr time : ib that it maybe thought 
that the nmrdcr of David was haftened on purpoft 
to procure the frcurity of Murray. Yet chequeen^ 
at (he earned: fuit of the king, received him kindly, 
and continued in brotherly love towards hinii 
Hut the king, when he confidered the enormity of 
thr offence, rej)ented hisraflinefs, and in an humble 
manner fubmitted himlclf to her clemency, weep- 
inf>; and afking pardon, and inp;enuouny confelTed 
that he committed that heinous offence by the 
infUf;ation of Murray and Mourton *, and from 
tlienicforth fo hated Murrav (for Mourton, Kiv- 
then, and others, were ilecl into England upon 
th<* murdrr, with tin: comtiKndatory letter of 
Murray to Hedford) that he formed a defian to 
kill him ; but, when out of ani;;er and ramneHs 
he could not conceal his purpole, nor, fuch waa 
hi.H rrft)(\*:t to the (jiieen his wife, durf): not execute 
it. 1 ir told hrr how profitable it would be for 
the commonwealth, and alio for the fecurity of the 
royal family, r( Murray were out of the way. 

She dete(tin{^ the thitig, terrifk'd him even with 
threats, from luch enteruri'ie.H, giving him hopes 
of reconciliation. Yet he, when he faw, to his 
great grief, that [the baftard had iuc h influence 
wit!) rlic aurrn ^ fuch was hiw iiT>patieiuc that he 
f)loru'd tlic fame matter with otlurrs; which, 
wiirn it came to the ears of Murray, to prevent 
hitri, uiulrr colcnff of ilitty, he laid cloier fnarea 
for thr young man^ uUn;>; Mouriot)» iltough ab- 
|i:at a.s lii^ couulelloi\ 
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They thought it requifite, above all things, en- 
tirely to alienate the queen's mind from the king; 
and by flattery tt> prevail uponBoth weU, lately re- 
conciled to Murray, and in great favour with the 
3ueen, to join their party ; giving him hopes to be 
ivorced from his wife, and to marry the qucea 
as foon as ftic was a widow : and, for the perform- 
ance of thefe things, and alfo to defend him againft 
all perfons, they bound themfelves under their 
hands and feals ; being perluaded, if the matter 
hit right, that they might at once kill the kiog, 
entirely diferedit the queen amongft the nobiity 
and commons, undo Bothwell utterly, and bring 
the government of all affairs into their own hands. 

Bothwell being a vicious man, blinded with 
ambition, and therefore ready to attempt any things 
quickly laid hold on the hope offered him, and 
villainoufly committed the murder : but Murray 
had fecredy gone home a pretty way off, fifteen 
hours before, that he might not be fuipefted; 
and, that he might from thence affift the confpira- 
tors, when there was occafion, and all the fufpicion 
might light upon th.e queen. 

As foon as he ripturfted to th^ court, both he 
and the confpirators recommended Bothwell to the 
queen as very worthy of her love, for the nobility\ 
• of his family, his valour Ihewed againft the Englifh^ 
and his approved fidelity. 

They intimated to her, that fhe, being fingle, 
was not abk to reprefs the tumults that wer^ 
raifed, prevent fecret plots, and fupport the bur- 
den and heavy weight of the kingdom ; therefore 
ihe would do well to take as a companion of her 
bed, counftl and danger, the nun that could, 
would, and durft oppofe himfelf againft all troUr- 
ble. And they foiar prevailed with her, that the 
fearful woman, daunted with two tragical mur- 
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ilcTs, remembering the fulelitv ami conllancy of 
iJothwell towards her and her mother, and having 
no other friend to rcforl to, gave her content \ 
but upon thele conditions, that above all this^ 
provifion might be made for the fafety of her* 
little fon ; and then, that Bothwell might he both 
acquitted from the murder of the king, and freed 
from the bond of his former marriage. 

What George, earl of Muntlcy, and the carl 
of Argyle, men of great nobility in Scotland, pro- 
teftcd of this matter, wc fliall fet down in this 
place, out of the original, with their own hands^ 
fent to queen I\lizabclh. 

** Forafmuch as Murray, and others, to cloak 
•* their rebellion againfl- the queen, whofc autho- 
** rity they ufurp, do' (lander her openly, as privy 
•* and confenting unto her husband's death ; w« 
** do publicly proted and fwear thefe things : la 
•* the month of December, in the year of our 
*' Lord one thoufand five hundred fifty and fix, 
*' when the queen lay at Cragmyllcr, Murray and 
** Lidington did acknowledc^re before us, that 
*' Mourton, I^yndfey, and Uuthen killed Rizzo, 
*• for ng other end, but to jM'ocurc the fafety of 
^* Murray, who was to be attainted at the fame 
•* time. Therefore, left they fliould l)e unthank- 
** ful, they wiflvd that Mourton, and the rcft^ 
** banifhed for the death of David, might be 
*' brought home again ; aiul this they infinuated 
•' could not be done, except the queen were fc- 
** parated by a divorce from the king, which they 
Vpromifed lo cflWl, if we wouUI grant our con- 
V fcnt. . And afterwards Murray promifed unto 
** mp, George earl of Huntley, the rcllitution of 
** my ancient patrimony, and perpetual fayouf 
** of the banifiied men, if 1 would favour th<i di- 
^' vorcc. Then they went unto Bothwell, that ho 
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^ fliould confept thereunto. Laftly, we came un- 
f* to the queen^^nd Lidington, in allournames^ 
^ bcfought her exceedingly to remit the fentence 
" of exile againft Mourton, Lyndfey, and Ruthen. 
** He exaggerated the faults and crimes of the 

king widi bitter words ; and (hewed, that it was 

much for the good and benefit of the queen and 
*' the commonwealth, that a divorce were fpeedily 
*' fucd out : forafmuch, as the king and fhe could 
*' not live together with fecurity in Scotland. 
^' She anfwered, flic had rather depart into France, 
*' and live privately for a time, until her huf- 
*' band acknowledged his faults : for Ihe would 
•* have" nothing to be done that fhould be wrong 
*' to her fon, or difhonour unto herfelf. 

*' Hereunto Lidington replied, faying. We that 
*' are of your council will provide for that -, but 
**^ i command you, faid (he, not to do any thing 
*' which may be a blemiih to my honour, or a 
*' (lain to my con(cience. Let things be as they 
** be, until God above do remedy it : that which 
*' you think may be good for me may prove 
*' evil. Unto whom Lidington faid. Commit the 
** matteruntous, andyou mall fee nothing done 
^^ but that which is good, and that which (hall be 
*', allowed in the parliament. Hereupon, fince 
** that^ within a few days after, the king was mo(t 
** fhamefuUy murdered ; we, out of the inward 
** teftimony of our cpnfcience., are moft a(rured, 
** that Murray and Lidington were the authors^ 
*' and perfuadersof this murder of the king, who- 
V foever were the aftors of the fame/* 

Now the confpirators ufed all their (kill to bring 
It about, that Bothwell might be cleared of kill- 
ing the king ; therefore, without delay, the par- 
liament was fummoned for no other caufe, and 
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proclamations were ifllied out to apprehend the, 
perfonji fufpefted of murdering* the king. And^ 
when Lennox, father to the murdefM king, ac-' 
cufcd and charged Bothwcll as the regicide, and 
was very importunate that Bothwell might be 
brought to trial before the parliament began : thi$ 
ahb was granted, and Lenox commanded to 
bring in his accufation within twenty days. On 
which day, when he heard nothing from the quecu 
of England, and could not be prefcnt in the city 
full of his enemies, without danger of his life ^ 
Bothwell was brought to the bar, and arraigned^ 
and acquitted by the fcntcnce of the judges, Mour- 
ton alfo maintaining his caufe, and' openly taking 
his part. 

This bufinefs being finifhed, the conlpirators 
contrived it fo, that mod of the nobility gave 
their confent to the marriage under their hands 
and fcals, left he, fruftratfd of the promifed 
marriage, fhould impeach them as contrivers of 
the murder. But, by this marriage of the queen 
with BothwelU who was createa duke oi the 
Orkneys, the fufpicion increafed with all mcn^ 
that the queen tonfented to the king's death j 
which the confpirators increafed by letters fent to 
all places, and m their I'ccret meetings at Dunkcl- 
den, theyconfpircd to kill Bothwell, and deprive 
the queen -, yet Murray, that he might be thought 
clear of this confpiiacy, obtained leave of the 
queen with difficulty, to travel into France •, and^ 
rhat he might put all diffidence out of her head* 
lie commended all his aflairs and ellate in Scot- 
land, to the protection of the queen ^nd Both- 
well. 

Me was fcarccly gone out of England, but, 
behold ! the fame men who had acquitted Both- 
well of tl>e murder, and confented to the mar- 
riage 
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riage under their hands and feals -, took up arn)s 
^ainft Bothwell, as meaning to apprehend him.; 
and, indeed, they fecretly defired him to favc 
himfelf by flight, for no other intent but that he 
fliould not be taken, and difcover dl their plot, 
that they might avail themfelves of his flight, to 
accufe the queen of killing the king : but (he be- 
ing taken, they ufed her in the mod difrefpeftful 
and indecent manner-, and, putting her on an old 
cloak, thruft her into prifon at Lochlevyn, under 
the cuftody of the mother of Murray, who had 
been miftrefs to James V, who inhumanly infulted 
over the calamity of the imprilbned queen, boaft- 
ing, that fhc herfelf was the lawful wife of James V ; 
and that her fbn Murray was his lawful iflue. 

As foon as queen Elizabeth underftood thefe 
things, detefting this barbarous infolence of fub- 
jefts, agaipft a princefs her filler and neighbour ; 
fhe fent Nicholas Throgmorton into Scotland, to 
expoftulate with the confpirators for this info- 
lence ufed againft their queen, and to take fome 
meafures to reftore her to her former liberty, and 
for the fevere punilhment of the murderers of the 
king ; and that the young king might be fent into 
England, that order might be taken for his fecu- 
rity, and not fent into France. 

He found moft people in Scotland mcenfed 
againft the queen, who, in plain terms, denied 
accefs to her, both to him, and to Villeroy and 
Crocus the French embafladors : yet could not the 
confpirators agree among themfelves what to do 
with her ; Lidington, and a few others, 'vjrould 
have her reftored upon thcle conditions : That the 
murderers of the king Ihould be puniftied accord- 
ing to law •, the princes fafety provided for ; 
Bothwell divorced, and religion eftablilhed. O- 
thers would have her banifhed for ever into France, 

or 
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or into England, provided that the king; . of 
France or queen of England, gave their words^ 
tliat flie fliould refign the kingdom, and transfer 
all her authority to her fon and certain noblemen. 
Others were ot oj)inion, that flie fhoukl be ar- 
raigned publicly, and condemned to perpetual 
imprilbnincnt, and her fon crowned king. Lail* 
ly, others would have her deprived both of her 
life and kingdom, by a public execution. And 
this Knox, and fome minifters of the gofpel, thun- 
dered out from their pulpits; 

On the other fide, Tiirogmorton cited from 
the holy fcriptures many pafTages to prove, " Thac 
" obedience was to be yielded to the higlier pow- 
** ers, that carry the fword." And wittily argued, 
That the queen was not fuhjeft to the judgment 
of any, but only of the celeftial judge: that flie 
could not be arraigned, or brought to trial be- 
Ibrc any judge on the earth : and tliat there i$ 
no niagiftrate had any authority in Scotland, 
whicli is not- derived from the authority of tluj 
queen, and revocable at her pleafure. 

I'hc7 oppofcd the peculiar law of the kinf^dom, 
among the Scots, and urged that in extraordinary 
caufcs, extraordinary courfes were to be ufedj 
taking their arguments from Buchanan, who, at 
that rime, by the pcrfuafion of Murray, wrote 
the diah)gue, '* De jure regni apud Scotos:" 
wherein is maintained, that the people have ail* 
thority to create and deprive kings. 

Throgmorton, however, continued tq make 
many earned motions for the reftitution of the 
queen, and for accefs to her j though Lidington ' 
luid anfwcred him often, that his accefs could not be 
granted, fmce it was denied to the p'rench ; that 
tliey mull not difpleafe the French to pleafe the 
queen of England, who did but ferve her own 

turn, fince, for her own good, ihc hoped to drive 

tho 
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the French out of Scodand; and very htely fliew-' 
led fo little favour to the Scots exiled for killing 
Pavid Ritzck •. Moreover, he Ihould beware, lelt 
the Scots, through his importunity, ftiould ne- 
gleft the EngHlh, and incline to the friendfhip of 
the French, arid*lecretly advifed him, with the 
French proverb, ^ ^ II perdlejeu, quilaifle la par- 
*' tie ;'* he rhuft Jofe that quits the game. That 
the Frfiglilh ihould not ^Ixindon the Scots their 
friends. 

. Then, in* a long writing which they delivered 
to Throgmorton, without any fubfcription, they 
protefted, that they fliut up the queen in that fo- 
litary place, with no cither, intent, but that they* 
might keep her from Bothwell, whom Ihe loved 
unmeafurably, to work their confufipn, until Ihe 
revoked that unreafonable love of him, and her 
hatred of them was afluaged ; and told him to be 
fatisfied with this anfwer till the reft of the noble- 
men met, Yet every day they laid new rcftraiirts 
upon her, though fhe with many tears, and moft 
humble requefts, begged of them to deal more 
Itnildly with her ; if not as the qiieen, yet as a* 
King's daughter, and mother to the prince, whom 
^e made humble fuit to fee frequently, but in vain. 

But, that I, may not infift' upon particular ia- 
juries, at laft they defired- her to refign the go- 
vernment, taking either her ficknefs, or the trou* 
bles in govermrient; an eXcufe-, or, as others, with 
greater artifice reprefented to hef. that the refig-^ 
nation being made, Ihe being then kept more? 
negligently or carelefly, might make an efcape. 

When thefe tricks did not anfwer their pufpofe, 
they threatened openly to arraign her for inconti- 
ncncy oflife^ killing the king, and tyranny ; af- 
^rnriing, that fhe had violated the laws of the 
hn47 meaning thofe which Ran4an an4 dlOyfcll 

bs4 
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had confirmed in the king of France and her. 
name. 

At length, terrifying her with death, they com* 
pelled her to fign tlieir letters-patents, which (he 
never faw, nor heard read; in the beginning 
of which, fhe refigned her realm to her fon thir- 
teen months old. In the fccond branch thereof^ 
Hie appointed Murray regent during the minority 
of her fon. In the third, if Murray refufcd the 
charge, (he named thefe new governors of her. 
Ion, James, duke of Chafteauleroy, Matthew, 
carl of Lenox, Gilbert, earl of Argyle, John, 
carlof Athol, James, earl of Mourton, Alexan- 
der, earl of Glcncarne, and John, earl of Marr. 

And, without delay, fhc fignified by Throg- 
morton, to the queen of England, that (he had. 
refigned by compulfion, and had fubfcribcd to 
the ceflTion, or refignatiou againft her will, by the 
counfcl and advice of I'hrogmorton, who had 
pcrl'uaded her, that the ccflion extorted in the 
prifon was not valid 

On the fiftlx day after the refignation, James, 
tlie queen's young fon, was anointed and crowned 
king, John Knox preaching the fcrmon. The 
I lamiltons putting in a proteflation, that it fhould 
be no prejudice to t;he duke of Chafteauleroy in 
tiie right of fucccflion againft the family of Len- 
nox. But queen Elizabeth forbad Thfogmorton 
to be prefent upon that occafion, that (he might 
not be thought to allow tlie unjuft abdication of 
the queen, by the prcfencc of her embaflador. 

On tlie twentieth day after the refignation^^ 
Murray hinifelf returned from France i and, the 
third day after, he, with many of the confpirators, 
came to the queen, againft whom he laid many 
heinous crimes, and perfuaded her to turn to 
God by ti-uc repentance, and lo aflc mercy of him. 

Sho 
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She fecttltd lbrA>wful for the (ins of her fbrmer 
fife i Ihe confefled Ibtne things he objedcd, others 
Oic extenuated, others fiie eKcufcd by human 
fiatlty, and tnoft ihe utterly denied. 

She reqiured him to take upon him the govern- 
ment of the afiairs &r her fon, and begged hioi 
caineftly to fpaie her life, and her reputation. 
He &id, it did not lay in his power ; but it was 
to be fya^t of the lUtes of the realm ; yet, if 
ihe defired to hare her life and honour faved, he 
gave her the Allowing advice : That flie fiiould 
not trouble nor difturb the tranquiUity of the 
realm : that fhe ihould not ftcal out of prifon, nor 
move the queen of England, or the kingof Fnuice, 
to vex Scotland with foreign or civil war : that, 
Ihe thould not have any farther converfation with 
Bothwell, or meditate revenge on his enemies. 

The regent being proclaimed, bound himfelf 
by his hand and feal, to do nothing concerning 
peace or war, the perlbn of the king, or his mar- 
riage, or the Uberty of the queen, without the 
confent of the confpirators. He defired Throg- 
morton by Lidington, not to intreat any more 
for the queen, fince he and the reft would never 
confent, that ihe being A^ed, ftiould cohabit with 
Bothwell, bring her Ion into danger, her country 
into trouble, and proicribe them. 

We know, faid he, what you EngUflimen can 
do by armSi you may wafte our borders, and we 
may yours ; and we know, that the French, in 
regard of our ancient league, will not abandon and 
foriake us. He refufed Lignerol the French 
embaflador Acccis to the queen till Bothwell was 
taken ; and every day he ufed the diftrefled queen 
worfe and worfe, though Ihe had dcfervcd well at 
his hands. 

Shortly 
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Shortly after, Murray piit toi death John Ktcpi 
thorne, Paris a Frcncliman, Daglifll, and th* 
other fervants of Bothwell, who had been prefeifC 
at the king's death : but they (which Murray lit- 
tle expected) at the gallows, protcfted before 
God and the angels, thtit they underftood by 
Bothwell, that Murray and Mourton were the oc* 
cafion of the king'e death, and cleared the quceil' 
from alltfiifpicion ; as Bothwell himfelf, prifoner in 
Denmark all his life-time, and at his death, with 
many folemn oaths and religious proteftations, 
affirmed, that the queen was not privy, nor con- 
fenting to it -, and, fourteen years after, when 
Mourton was to fuffcr death, he confefled, that 
Bothwell endeavoured to prevail on him to con- 
fcnt to the murder of the king, which, when he 
pofitively refufed, except the queen commanded 
It under her hand : Bothwell anfwcred, that could 
not be done, but that the deed mull be done with- 
out her knowledge. 

This rafh, precipitate, and over-hafty abdica* 
tion or deprivation of the queen, and the over- 
bearing ftubbornnefs of the conlpiratars towards 
the enibafladors, both queen Elizabeth and the 
French kin^ took very ill, tending to the reproach 
of royal maiefty, and began to favour the Hamil- 
tons, wlio flood for the queen. Pafquier alfo, em* 
balViuinr from the French king, applied to the 
queen of England, that Ihe miglit be reftored by 
force of arms j but fhe thought it a better way to 
forbid the Scots all commerce with France and 
England, till flic was delivered -, and fo, by that 
means, the common people might be disjoined 
from the noblemen, who, as it feemed, were 
united in the confpiracy againft the queen. 

In Sioland, the captive queen, upon the fecqnd 
day of May, el'capedout of prilbn in Lochlevin, 
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by the means of Gcoi:gc Dowglas, whofe brotheif 
liad the cuftody of her, unto the caftle of Hamil- 
ton ; where, hearing the teftimony of Robert Me- 
luin, and others, a fentence declaratory was made 
by the whole confent of all the noblemen which ^ere 
there ipet, ^ing very many : that. the refignation 
extorted by fear from the queen, w^ void from 
the beginning ; and that it was extorted, is con- 
firmed by the oath of the queen there prefeiit. 
Hereupon, fuch a multitude came to her from all 
places in a day or two, that fhe had an army of fix 
thoufafld y^liant men ; which Murray very eafily 
put to flight, becaufe, they were fo fierce, and 
would not obey any orders. 

The queen, terrified with this ill fuccefs, be- 
took herfelf to flight, riding that day threefcorc 
miles, and afterwards, by journeys in the night, 
c:ame to the houfe of Maxwell, lord Herris ; and 
i¥as more willing to commit herfelf to the protec- 
tion of queen Elizabeth, than to truft her own 
fubjefts. Yet ftie fent before one John Beton to 
Jier, with a diamond, which ftxe had before re- 
ceived pf her, as a token of benevolence, to fig- 
nify to her, that ftie would come into England, 
and aflc aid of her, if her fubjefts purfucd the 
war againft her any farther. 

Queen Elizabeth promifed her all love and fift- 
crly kindnefs : but, before tlie meflenger return- 
ed, flie went into a little bark (her friends much 
diffuading her) with the lords Herris and Flem- 
ing, and a few others, and landed the fcvcnteenth 
day of May, at'Worlington in Cumberland, ne,ar 
the mouth of the river Derwent j and,, the. fame 
day, wrote letters in the French tongue, with 
her own hand, to queen Elizabeth; thd. chief 
heads of which, fince they coihprize a longer hi- 
Aorical natration . of . the. things dqqio ' agaiaft her 
. ■.■ . •*' in 
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in Scotland, than elfewhere to be met nvith) W 
ihall here lay before the reader. 

"YOU are not ignorant, my bed: fiftcf, hcnr 
■• many of my fubjefts, whom I have advartced 
" unto great honour, have confj^ired to opprefs 
" and imprilbn me and my hufoand j and nowi 
♦* at your interceflion, I received the fame men 
•* into favour, whom I had expelled out of my 
** kinodom by force of arms : but yet thcfc men 
" broKc into my chamber, and cruelly killed my 
*' fcrvant, I, being great with child, beholding 
** it, and fliut me up in prifon. 

** When I had again forgiven them, behold they 
•* laid upon me anew crime, which themfelves Kaa 
** wrought, and figned with their own Kandaf \ 
** and Ihortly after were enranked in battle agaidft 
*' me in the held : but I, trulHng in mine innbcencet 
*' to avoitl the fliedding of blood, put mylelf into 
*' their hiinds. Forthwith they thruft me into pri* 
** Ton, fcnt away all my fcrvants, but one or two 
*' maids, a cook, and a phyfician -, enforced me, 
*' by threats and fear of death, to refign my king- 
*' dom V and, in the afTembly of the ellates called 
*' by their own authority, denied to hear me and 
*' my ajjcnis ; fpoilcd me of all my goods, and 
** k(.*pr me from the I'pcech of all ny^iu 

'* Afterwards, by God's help, I efcaped out of 
" piifbn, and, accompanied with the flower of the 
•' nobles, who came joyfully unto me from all 
*^ parts, I admonidxed mine enemies c^' their 
'^ duty and allegiance ; I offered them pardon, and 
*^ propoled that both p^rts might he heard in the 
*^ aflembly of the eilates, that the commonwealth 
** might not any ^ongcr be torn infunder by thelc 
'^ intcitine broils. I lent two mdlengers about this 
^ matter ^ they cad them both into prifon v they 

'^ proclaimed 
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** proclaimed them that afTifted me traitors, and 
^' commanded thei^ forthwith to leave me. I re- 
** quefted that the lord Boyd might talk with them 
'* under afafe conduct^ about a conrtpofition -, but 
*' they alfo denied the fame utterly. 

" Yet I hoped they might have been recalled to 
^^ acknowledge their duty by your intercefllorl. 

But, when I faw I was to undergo either death 

or imprifonment, I intended to have gone unto 
*' Dunbritton j but they met me in arms upon the 
*' way, and put my friends unto flight. I gat me 
*' unto the lord HefriSj with whom I cdhfie into 
** your kingdom, upon a Certain hope of your ap- 
*' proved benevolence, that you will help me 
*^ friendlyj and by your exanlple excite bthers t6 
*' do the fame. Therefore I earneftly requeft you, 
^* that I may be brought unto ydu fpeedily ; for I 
** am now in great diftrd's ; which I will tell you 
** mofe at large, when it Ihall pleafe you to have 
*^' Gompaffion on me. 

God grant you long and happy life, unto me 

patience and comfort, which I hope and pray I 
.** may obtain of him by your means*** 

ft 

Queen Elizabeth, in het letters by Francis 
Knowles, and others, comforted herj and proniifed 
to proteft her according to the equity of her caufe, 
but refufed her to come to her prefence •, for that, 
by report, Ihe was charged with many crimes ; 
and commanded that Ihe fhould be conveyed to 
Carlifle., as to. a fafer place (if her enemies at- 
tempted any thing againft her) by Lowder, lieu- 
tenant of the place, and the pDV^er of the gentle- 
men of the country. 

She having received this anfwer, and the accefs 
denied, both by letters, and alfo by Maxwell, lord 
Herris, earneftly befought her, ** That ihe might 

Vol. II. K as 
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as well fhew the injuries receiven by her, as al/b 
clear herfelf of the crimes objedled againft her in 
her prcfence : that it was moft juft that queetr 
Elizabeth, her neareft kinfwoman of blood, mould 
bear her in her prefence, being bani(hed •, and alio 
reftore her to her kingdom, againft thofe whom^ 
being banifhed for their villainies committed,ihehad 
reftored to their eftates at the interceflion of Eliza^ 
beth, and that to her own deftrudlion, except itjwere 
Ipeedily averted. Therefore ftie humbly requefted, 
that (he might be admitted toher ipeech,and afllfted $ 
or, that (he might fpcedily be permitted, with 
her leave and favour, to depart out of England, 
to crave help from fome other place ; and not be 
detained any longer, like a priloner, in the caftlc 
of Carlifle ^ foralmuch as Ihccame vohintarily into 
England, trufting on her love, oftentimes promifed 
by Tetters, mcflcngers, and tokens." 

Through thefe letters, and the words of Herris, 
queen Elizabeth fecmcd (for who can penetrate 
into the fecret cogitations of princes ? and wife 
people conceal to themfelves the/r own purpoles) 
to nave fmcere compafllon of this princeft her 
kinfwoman, being in very great diftrefs •, who was 
taken by her fubje&s by force, thruft into prifon, 
brought into danger of her life, condemned, and 
yet never heard ipeak in her own defence (which 
is never denied to a private man) and fled into ' 
England to her upon an afliured hope of help arid 
relief. Moreover, (he was moved, that the di- 
ftrefled queen had voluntarily offered to have her 
caufe argued and debated before her, and .had 
taken upon her to prove her adverfaries guilty of 
all the crimes which they had accufed her of. 

Whether the pity of queen Elizabeth was fmcerr 
or nut, is not known ^ but certain it is, the coun* 

fellory 
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fellors of England entered into a mature delibera- 
tion, what fhould be done with her. If fbe fhould 
be kept ftiii in England, they were apprehenfive, 
that Ihe, who had an alluring eloquence, would 
daily .gain over many more to ravour the right fhe 
pretended to the crown of England; and that 
they would kindle her ambition, and leave nothing 
tmattempted to purchafe the kitigdom for her: 
that foreign embafladors would aflift her -, and, 
that then the Scots would ftand by her, when they 
faw fuch a fair prey. Moreover, the fidelity of 
keepers was uncertain ; and, if fhe fhould die in 
England of a difeafe, it would give occafion of 
Bander, and the queen would be perplexed and 
tiirmoiled every day with new moleftations. If fhe 
fliould be fcnt into France, they feared left her 
coufins, the Guifes, would again purfue the right 
and claim fhe made to England, upon a conceit 
and opinion that fhe could do much in England, 
^th fome for religion's fake, with others by her 
plaufible right, and with many upon a mad defire 
of innovation. 

Befides that, the friendfhip between Scotland 
and England, which is very profitable, might be 
broken ; and the ancient league between Scotland 
and France renewed ; which would be more dan- 
gerous than in former times, when Burgundy was 
tied to England by a fbrifter league than at prefentj 
England havina; now no faft friends but the Scots. 

If fhe fhould be fent back into Scotland, they 
feared left the Englifh fadion fhould 'be difcoun** 
tenanced, the French fadion raifed to the govern- 
ment of aflTairs, the young prince eicpofed to dan- 
ger, the religion in Scotland changed, the French 
and other foreigners brought in, Ireland more 
vexed and annoyed by the Highlanders, and her 
own life endangered by her advcrfaries at home. 

K 2 Here-. 
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Hereupon, moftofthcm thought beft to dc**' 
fain her as a lawful prize, and not to let her gp 
till (he made Ikcisfaftion for challenging the title 
of England, and anfwered for the death of Darnly 
her hufband, who was a native fubjcft of Eng- 
land : for the mother of Darnly, the countefs of 
Lenox, lonjj fmce^ in her own name, and her 
liufhand's alio, had made a grievous complaint 
againft her, and had befought queen Elizabeth 
that file might be arraigned for the death of her 
fon ; but (he, endeavouring to appeafc her, in- 
treated her not to lay fuch a crime upon fo great 
a princefs, her ncareft eoiifin, which could not be 
proved by any certain evidence : that the times 
were malicious, and unjuft fpight, lays crimes 
upon innocent peribns; but that Juftice, which 
is the punilhcr of offenders, was open eyed, and 
fat by Cjod. 

On the other fide, the lord Herris Jiumbly rc- 
monflrated to the queen, not to believe any thing 
againft the queen unheard ; and that, in Scotland, 
Murray fliould not precipitate the parliament, to 
the prejudice of the expulfed queen, and to the 
deftru(^lion of good fubjeds. But, notwithftanding 
her endeavours, Murray, in the king's name, held 
the parliament, attainted many that ftood for the 
queen ; and fpoiled and dcftroycd their houfcs 
and portelFions. 

Hereupon the queen of England, being feized 
with indignation, fignified by Midelmorc to the 
regent, Tiiat ilic could not endure that, by a moft 
pernicious example to kings, the facred authority 
of royal majclly fliould be contemned by fubjcfts, 
and trodden under foot at the plcal'ure of factious 
people: and howfoever they had tbrgottcn the 
duty and allegiance of fubjcdts toward their fove- 
rcign, yvt flic could not forget any duty, or office 
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of good wUl and pity, towards her fifter and neigh- 
bour queen. Therefore it was bfeft for him then 
to come himfelf, or elfe to give commiffion to fit 
and apt men for his bufinels, who fhould anfwer 
to the complaints of the queen of Gotland againit 
him and his accomplices ; and alfo give jull reaibns 
for depriving her : if he did not» fhe would im- 
mediately fet her at, liberty, and reftore her to her 
kingdom, with all the power fhe was miftrcfs of : 
and at the fame time defired him not to fell any of 
the queen's apparel and precious ornaments, tho* 
the ftates had confented to it. 

Murray obeyed, as he depended upon England 
only for the fupport of his government ; and the 
noblemen of the realm refufed to be fent on the 
meflage. He therefore came to York with kytn 
of his deareil and moft familiar friends, as com- 
milFioners for the infant king ; namely, James, 
jcarl of Morton, Adam, bifliop of Orkney, Robert, 
commendator of Dunfermellin, Patrick, lord Lind- 
fey, James Mangill, Henry Balnaw, and Liding* 
ton, whom Murray enticed with fair promifes to 
come with him, fearing to leave him at home ; 
and George Buchanan, one that was ready to 
pome into all his raeafures, accompanied them. 

The fame day cam^ thither Thomas Howard, 
duke of Norfolk •, Thoma^adclifF, earl of SufTex, 
a little before piade prefident of the nprth, and 
fir Ralph Sadlier, knight, one of the privy-coun- 
cil ; appointed commiffioners to hear the caufe of 
the deprivation qf the queen of Scotland, who 
took it very unkindly that qupen Elizabeth would 
not hear her fpeak, and yet commanded her fub- 
je(5t to be heard againft her, before commiffioners j 
forafmuch as Ihe, being an abfolute prince, could 
not be bound to ar-fwer, but at pleafuie, Ijabjedts 
^ccufing her. 

K 3 Tharc 
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There appeared John Lefly, bifliop of Rofi 
William, lord Levinfton ; Robert, lord Boyd ; 
Gawen, commendator of Kilwinning, John Got* 
don, and James Cochburne, for her. 

When they were met on the feventh day of Oc- 
tober, and (hewed each other their letters patents, 
Lidington (landing up, and turning to the Scots^ 
with great boldnefs admoniflied them : 

** Forafmuch as It (hould feem, by the commit' 
fion granted to the Englidimen, that the queen of 
England had no other purpofe but that they fhould 
defame, difgrace, and dilcredit the reputation and 
good name of their queen-mother to their king i 
and that (he, as an umpire and judge, fhould give 
fentcnce ; that they (hould confider with themfelves 
difcreetly, what hate and danger they might draw 
upon themfelves by accufing her of crimes, and 
bringing her in danger and lofs of reputation in 
this juridical and public form, before Engli(hmcn, 
the profe(rcd enemies of the Scotti(h nation •, not 
only with the Scots that loved the queen, but alio 
with other Chrillian princes, and her coufins in 
France : and what reafon they could yield for this 
infolent accufation (not without the wrong of the 
Scottifli kingdom) unto the king, when he, being 
riper in years, (liall think this adion a reproach and 
difnonourto himfelf, his mother, and his country 
alio. Therefore he thought it moft fit to leave off 
the odious accufation of fo great a princefs, excepc 
the queen of England (hall make a mutual league, 
offcnfivc and dtienfive, againftall perfons tiiatfhall 
trouble them for this matter." 

And tJius the fecretary of Scotland advifed them 
in the way of fricnd(hip. They looked on each 
other without faying a word. The commilfion- 
crs of the queen of Scotland (for the firft place of 
honour was given to them) before they took the 
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oath, pfotefted, although the queen of Scotland 
was content that the caufcs between her and her 
rebdlious fubjefts Ihould be argued in the prefence 
of the Englifti ; yet that (he did not therefore ac- 
knowledge hcrfelf to be fubjeft to any, or under 
the rule of any, being, as fhe is, a free prince^ 
and vafTal holding of none. 

The Englifh protefted likewife, that they by no 
means admitted that protcftation, to the wrong of 
that right which the kings of England long time 
have challenged and claimed, as the fuperior lords 
of the kingdom of Scotland, 

On the next day the commiflioners of the queen 
of Scotland by writing declared, how James, earl 
Mourton, John, earl of Mar, Alexander, earl of 
Glencare, Hume, Lindfey, Ruthen, Sempill, &c. 
had levied an army, in the aueen's name, againft 
the queen, taken her, ufed ner vilely, and thruft 
her into prlfon in Lochlevin, had forcibly broken 
into her minting houfe, taken away the minting 
irons, and prints, and all the gbld and filver 
coined and uncoined, and had crowned her fon 
(being an infant) king, whofe 'authority James, 
earl of Murray, under the name of regent, had 
ufurped, and had taken into his hands all the 
muniments, riches, and revenues of the king- 
dom. 

And then they (hew, how fhe, as foon as fhe 
was efcaped out of prifbn, after eleven months, 
had publicly declared, and taken her oath, that 
whatfoever Ihe had done in prlfon, had been ex- 
torted from her (unwilling thereto) by force, 
threats, and fear of death; but yet, for the con- 
fervation of tiie public tranquillity, that fhe gave 
authority to the earls of Argyle, Eglington, Caf- 
file, and Rothfty, to make an accomrodation 
with hcT aJveriaries, who yet fet upon her with 
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their men of W4r, as flir intended to tnivcl to 
Dunbrition by unknown ways, killed very mv^Y 
of her faithUil fubjeo^.s It'ad others away prifo- 
ners, and banillicd others, for no other caufe, but 
for that they had done faiiliful fervice to thpir 
lawful princeU. Thar flie, enforced by tjicfc 
their vile and lend injurie!^, retired and withdrew 
hcifelf into Kngland, to require help, which 
queen lilizabeth hail oftentimes promifed hcf, 
that Ihe might be rvftorcd to her country and 
former eilate. 

After a few day^^, Murray the legenr, and the 
commillioners for the intant lying (fo they called 
themfelve^) made anfwer, '•'• That Henty Darnley, 
" the king's taiher, bein<j; murdered, James Hep- 
** borne, earl of Bothwell, who was accounted to 
*' be the muxderer, obtained fuch favour of the 
'* queen, that he took her, being not nnwilling, 
" in ihelhcw pf violence, and carried her tql^un- 
*^ bar, and took hrr to his wife (^having put away 
*•• his fonuer wife ;) 'Ihxt the noblemen, moved 
'^ thereat, thought it their duty to punilh Both- 
** welK theepntriver of the murder (for as much 
*^ as that murder was, in every place, laid upon 
** many noblemen eonrpirators) to rellore the 
^^ queen to her liberty, u? unloofc her from her 
** unlawful marriage, and to make provifion for 
*^ the young king's tiifety, and the tranquillity of 
*• the re;:lm. 

'^ And, when the matter was now ready aimed 
^* to come unco a bloody fight, that the quecp 
^' lent Bothwell awav, thundered out threats 

■ 

*' againlt the noblemrn, iinJ breathed revenge. Sq 
*^ that it was, of neceiruy, to keep her in their 
*' culhuly, until punilhment might be taken of 
♦* Bothwellj if he could be found. 
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*' And that ftie, wearied mth the trouble of 
*^ government, voluntarily refigncd her kingdom, 
** and transferred the fame to her fon, appointing 
^"^ Murray to be regent. Upon this her fon waii, 
" with due rites, anointed and crowned king: 
•" and, that:i)l thtrfe things were approved and con- 
•*' firmed by the ftates in the parliament, 

'' And, that the Scots commonwealth, by the 
** juft adminiftrarion of juilice, reflourifhed, till 
** certain pcrfons, envying the public quietnelii, 
** fubtilly got the queen oqt of prifon, and, vio.- 
>* lanng their fidelity toward the king, took arms, 
^.* of whom, though the king, by the fi^vogr of 
** God, got the viftory, yet they bear ftjU tbt^ 
" mind to work and threaten all the hoftility they 
" may ; and therefore it is very neceffary thaf the 
'* king*s authority may be confer ved and efta- 
** blilhed againftfuch turbulent fubjefts," 

To thefe things the commiflioners of the queen 
piade anfwer (having firft repeated their former 
proteftatlon,) and faid, " Whereas Murray, anil 
' the confpirators do fay, th^it they took zxm^ 
againft the queen, becaufe Bothwell, whom 
tney charge with killing the king, was 'in greaf 
♦* favour with the queen, they cannot, with thajc 
*' glofs, clear themfelves froqi th? mark of traite- 
^^ rous fubjeds , fince it was nqt certain to thp 
queen that he killed the king. Yea, contrary- 
wife, that he was acquitted, by the judgment 
of his peers, of the murder; an3 that verdift 
was confirmed by the authority of parliament, 
^* with the confent alfo of them who now accufp 
^' hitu ; and, at that time, perfuaded the queen 
^* fo marry him, as a man more worthy to bear 
J* rule than any other, and gave unto him their 
f' word under their hands. Neither did they difap- 
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*' prove the marriage, fo much as in word, until 
*' they had, by fair words, enticed the captain of 
** the caftle or Edinburgh, and the provoft of the 
, *' town to their fide -, for then, late in the night, 
** they aflaulted the caftle of Borthwicke, where 
the queen lay, and when Ihe, by the darknels 
of the night, efcaped, forthwith they levied an 
army under the pretence to defend the queen, 
and met her going towards Edinburgh, with 
banners difplaycd, ready to fight j and, by 
** Grange, whom tlicy fcnt before, they willed heir 
*' to fend away Bothwell from her company, until 
*' he fhould be brought to trial ; which ftic, to 
** avoid the effufion of blood, willingly did. 

But Grange fccretly willed Bothwell to depart 
away, and gave his word that none Ihould pur- 
" fue him ; fo that he, whom they might eafily 
*' have taken them, departed with their good 
*' leave. But now having taken the queen, they 
*^ paflecl not upon him, that they might ad- 
*' vance their ambitious purpofes and defigns. 
*' And whereas they charge her to have ufed them 
*' with rough and rigorous words ; it is no won- 
der, fincc they, being her fubjecbs, having 
fworn their allegiance to her, had ufed her more 
*' rudely and vilely than bccometh any to ufe the 
majeftyof a prince. And, when flie moft wil- 
lingly referred the caufe to all the ftates of the 
realm, and fignified fo much by Lidington the 
** fecretary, they would not fo much as hear the 
" motion, but by night conveyed her fccretly to 
*^ Lochlevyn, and put her in prifon. 

" In that they fay, flie voluntarily made a re- 
" fignation of the kingdom, for that flie was wea- 
** ried with moleftations in the government, is al- 
" together untrue -, for as much as ftie was not 
*' outworn, or decavcd by age, nor weak by fick- 
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<^ neis, but both in mind and body, able to' dijp- 
** charge the moft weighty matters of ftate. 

** But this k moft certain, that the earl of Athol, 
** Tullibardine, and Lidington (who were alfo of 
•' their counfel) did will her to fubfcribe, unto the 
" letters-patents of the refignation, that fhe might 
^^ avoid death, afluredly intended, and that this 
** would be no.wrong nor bar to the prifoner, or 
her heirs ; for as much as prifon is a juft fear^ 
and a promife made by a prifoner, by the opi- 
nion of the lawyers, is of no force, and utterly 
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fwade her to the feme, by a fchedule written 
with his own hand, whom {he alfo requefted to 
fignify unto the queen of England, that fhe had 
fubicribed by coaftion, and againft her will. 

Moreover, that Lindfey, when he brought the 
letters patents of the ceffion to be fubfcribed, 
threatned her with death, and drave her by force 
" to fubfcribe unto it, which fhe never read* the 
tears running down from her eyes. 
And that the lord of the caftje of Lochlevyn 
" refufed to fubfign it as a witnefs, becaufe he 
*• faw and knew for certain, that fhe fubfcribed 
againft her will. 

Alfo that refignation and renunciation is 
moft unjuft, in which nothing is aflfigned unto 
*^ her, whereon fhe may live, nor liberty granted, 
nor fecurity of life promifed. 

So that to men of indilFerency fuch like un- 
juft refignation cannot fccm to prejudice her 
^' royal majcfty ; which, as foon as fhe was free at 
liberty, openly declared, fhe did it by compul- 
fion, making a declaratory thereof before many 
** noblemen of the realm. Neither ought thofe 
*' things which they brag they did by th^ au- 
*^ thoriry of parliament, b« any prejudice unto 
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the queen ; for where in the parliaments of i 
Scotland about an hundred earls, biftiops, and \ 
** barons have their voices, in this tumultary parlia- j 
*' ment, there were prefent no more birt fout ■ 
" earls, one bifhop only, one or two abbots, and 
*' fix barons -, and of that fmall number Ibme 
*' did put in a proteftation that nothing (hould be 
** done to the wrong of the queen, or her fuccef- 
'' fors, becaufe (he was a captive. Neither were 
** the embaffadors of England nor France admitted 
*' to know of her, whether fhe refigned her king^ 
** dom voluntarily, although they madecarncft 
" fuit fundry times. And that it is fo untrue, that 
** the ufurping regent hath juftlyadminiftered the 
•* common-wealth -, it is moft apparent, that im- 
piety did never reign more, and with lefs con- 
trolment, in throwing down churches, ruinate 
ing worftiipful families •, and afflidting the mife- 
*' rable commonalty. Therefore they requeft 
** earneftly, that the queen of England would 
•** fpeedily help the queen her coufin, moft unjuft- 
" ly and vilely opprefled, with her favour, advice, 
•• help, and aflillance." This is taken from, the 
original copies of the commiflioners, written with 
their own hands. 

When the Englifli commiflioners had heard thcfe 
things, they required that Murray (hould produce 
more ju^ caufes of this great feverity ufcd againft 
an abfolute queen : becaufe what had been already 
alledged was not (iipported by evidence, but by 
letters of fmall credit, and Lidington had infinu- 
atcd that he had often counterfeited the queen's 
hand. He refufed to accufe his fitter any further 
before ftrangers, except the queen of England -en-p 
gaged to undertake the protection of the infant 
king, and entir?ljr to abandon the queen of Scot- 
jandf 
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Whcir they by the authority of theh-cbmmifiioit 
could not promife it, one or two of both parties 
were fent for to London ; to whom queen Eliza- 
beth declared : that fhe could not approve of the 
conduft of the Scots towards thfclr princefs ; yet 
that Ihe would intercede for them, and hear if they 
had any thing elfe to fay in their juftification. 

Murray, who followed them, in plain terms re- 
fufed to accuie his filler, but upon the conditioa 
he had fpoken of at York, 

Then the commiflioners were recalled, and put 
out of commifTion, to the great fatisfaftion of the 
duke, who had always favoured the queen of Scot- 
land'$ right in the matter of fucceffion, . and 
thought that all this was done in order to brand 
her with eternal infamy, and fo to exclude her, and 
her fon, unworthy of all right of fucceffion in Eng- 
gland. And he thought he had thereby efcapcd 
two dangers -, for he feared, if he had pronounced 
againfl: her, he fhould a£b againfl: his confcience, 
and ruin her for ever; and," it he fpoke for her, 
then he (hould incur the implacable indignadon of 
the queen, and the ill-will of all that hated her on 
account of religion. 

But as at that time the affairs of Scotland were 
greatly difturb'd by the friends of the banifh^d 
queen, and the prefence of Murray was neceflary 
there ^ he began his accufation before the queen. 
Bacon keeper of the great feal, the duke of Nor- 
folk, the earls of Arundel, Suffex, and Leicefter, 
Glinton, lord admiral, William Cecill, and Ralph 
.Sadlierj commiffioners appointed by new letters pa- 
tents ; and produced articles^ founded upon conjec- 
tures, the teftimonies of fome men, and the de- 
crees made in parliament, but efpecially certain 
amorous epiftles and verfes written (as he faid) 
Vith the queen's hand, to prove her privy to the 

death 



ISO The LIFE and DEATH of 

death of her hufband, and he put Bqcha nan*s 
book (called the detection) into their hands^ wluch 
had fmall credit with the greater part of the com* 
niiifioner$^ becaufe he was one or that party, and 
hired by ttioncj to write. But as for the epiftks 
and venes, queen Elizabeth gave fmall credit to 
though there was a private quarrel between 
them, and ihe was well pleafed that {omc re- 
proach ihould by this acculadon be left on the 
queen of Scodand. 

But when her commifiioners heard that (he was 
contumelioufly accufed by Murray, they were ye« 
ry ready to anfwer ; but flie (being fecretly in* 
ftrufted by many Englifh lawyers, that it was law* 
Jul for her fo to do ; as the fbnner authori- 
ty and commiilion, given to the duke and others, 
was abrogated) had already taken away their com- 
mif&on : and ihe, in plain terms, rqe&ed the new 
Englifh commiflioners, of whom one or two. were 
her enemies ; except the French and Spaniih em- 
bafladors might be added to them, and (he her* 
felf might be publickly admitted to defend her in* 
nocency before the queen ; and Murray detained 
and brought to tryal, whom ihe affirmed mi^c 
be proved the contriver of the murder of Dam* 
ley. Which things, when Norfolk, Arundel» 
SuiTex, Leiceiler, and Clinton, acknowledged to 
bejuit; queen Elizabeth, fomewhat angry^ find 
openly, that the Scottiih woman would never want 
an advocate, as long as Norfolk lived ; and though 
it enough to impart the crimes objeAed by Mur« 
ray, to every one of the privy ^council, and alfo , 
to the earls of Northumberland, Weihnorelaiidy 
Shrewfbury, Worcefler, Huntington, and War* 
wick, called together with an oath of fecrecy, kft 
they ihould injure cither party. 
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And when Murray was. called home, andBoyde 
(as it was commoiily reported) plotted to fteal the 
qucfcn of Scotland out of prifon, the matter was 
put oflf to another time ; queen Elizabeth deteft- 
ing the infolcncy of the Scots, in depriving their 
queen. 

Murray a little before his departure, had craf- 
tily propofed to Norfcrik, the marriage with the 
queen of Scotland, and alfo fecretly by Mclvin 
given the i](ueen hopes of being reftored to her 
kingdom, and at the fame time to draw the love 
of queen Elizabeth from the queen of Scotland, 
he had fpread run^ors that Ihe had transferred her 
right to England to the duke of Anjou, and that 
the tranfcription was confirmed at Rome ; and 
ihewed alfo letters (whether true or forged it is 
not eafy to determine) which the queien of Scot- 
land had written to her friends, in which fhe both 
charged queen Elizabeth as though ihe had not 
ufcd her according ta her promife, and boafted 
<rf hopes- of aid from fome other perfons. 

This gave queen Elizabeth great apprehen-- 
fions, yet fhe could not conjefture from whence 
this new hope fhould arifc, the civil war increaf- 
ing fb in France, that the bifhop of Rhedon 
was fent to her by the king, to requcft her not 
to intermeddle with the affairs in France, and the 
duke of Alba who was come the lafl year into the 
Netherlands to root out the proteftant religion, 
had very troublefome bufinefs come upon him. 

But, as it came to light afterwards Robert 
Ridolphus, a Florentine, who had lived long at 
London, as a merchant fa6tor, was fuborned by 
pope Pius Quintus (who durfl not fend a nuntio 
openly) fecretly to excite the papifls in England 
againft qlieen Elizabeth, which he did both di- 
ligently and fecretly. A fmall fufpicion was alfo 
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grown out of the fecret eonferences at York, b<f* 
twecn Lidington, the bilhop of Rofle, and Noi^- 
folk, tvhom they befought to join his adviccf 
and care to help the diftreffed quceri, offering 
him alfo her in marriage ^ which he, ai a thing 
full of danger, modeftly rejected •, yet he pw)- 
mifcd not to abandon the diftretfed cfUttrt, in as 
much as was lawful for a frian cf honouf to do, 
proving his allegiance to his queen and country. 
Ligon, a fervant of Norfolk, a great papift, much 
increafed the fufpicion, by his ofteri going to Bol-. 
ton (the lord Scroope's cattle) where the queen cf 
Scotland was kept by Fi-ancis Knolls, ^dder the 
pretence of vifiting Scroop^s wife, wha Was fiftdr - 
to Norfolk. Although this was uncertaJrt, inoif- 
dcr to be mdre iecure, the queen of Scotland waS 
conveyed from Bolton, where all the bordering.' 
neighbours were papilts, farther into the realm, 
to Tuthurie^ and delivered to the cuftody of 
George earl of Shrewfbury. 

Now Murray, who had feeufed his return t6 , 
Scotland, by the hope given iCi the queen 6f Scot- 
land of her reftitution, and to Norfolk, and ta 
others in England, (for (he had quelled the Scots 
that lay in wait to kill him, and diarged them 
not to obftruft his return) As foon as he came 
ro Edinburgh^ he called the noblemen friends td 
the queen, under pretext of confulting with then! 
about her reltitution. And when Hamilton, duke 
of Chalteauleroy, appointed lieutenant by the 
queen, and Herris, perfuaded by the letters of 
the queen, with too much credulity, came thi- 
ther firit, Murray fearing fome dcfign, circum- 
vented them ; and ftayingfor no more, put them 
in prilbn, and forthwith annoyed rhc friends of 
tlic quetn with fire and fwocd. 

Here- 
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Hereupon reports were fpread, in all places of 
England againft Murray, namely, that he hiad 
made a contraft with queen Elizabeth, that the 
young^king of Scotland ftiould be delivered to 
queen Elizabeth, to be brought up in England r 
that the caftles of Edinburgh and Sterling fhould 
be furnifhed with garrifons of Engliflimen : that? 
Dunbritton fhould be taken for the emolument of 
the Englilh : that Murray fhould be proclaimed 
fticceflbr to the realm of Scoland, if the king 
died without ifTue, and fhould hold the kingdom- 
of queen Elizabeth, by fealty and homage. 
Thefe reports increafed, and with their probabi-^ 
lity, fo pofTefTed all men's minds thorough all 
Britain, that queen Elizabeth thought good, for 
the prefervation of her own credit, and for the' 
good of Murray, to wipe away thefe blots. 

Therefore, in a printed copy, fhe declared, on 
the word of a prince, that thefe reports were in- 
tirely falfe, and devifed by thofe who envied the- 
tranquillity of both the kingdoms •, and that there 
had been no contraft, either by word or writing, 
between her or her agents and Murray, fince he 
came lafl into England ; but that the earl of Le- 
nox, grandfather of the young king, had re- 
quefled, that the king, if he could not be fafe in 
Scotland from the plots of wicked men, might be 
' fent to England. Moreover, fhe affirmed, that what- 
ever was &id of the agreement between Murray 
and the earl of Hertford, namely, that they would 
give mutual afUflance to each other,' to get the 
crowns of both the kingdoms, was utterly falfe 
and untrue. 

Laftly, That fhe did not prevent the affair be- 
tween the queen of Scotland and her little fon 
from being concluded : and that fhe would do her 
. Vol. II. L utmoft 
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utmoft endeavours that it might be effeAed. 
And, indeed, (he did her beft, though (he was 
almoft diftradled, on the one fide with fear, on 
account of the inveterate emulation which never 
ceafes between women princeflcs ; and, on the 
other fide, with companion remembered thefraiity 
of human nature. 

The queen of Scotland increaftd this compaiP 
lion, and leffened the fear with her frequent and 
affeftionate letters ; in which (he folemnly pro- 
mifed, both for the favours which (he had re- 
ceived at her hands, and alfo for the near affinity 
which united them : that fhe would attempt no- 
thing againft her ; and that (he would not be be- 
holding to any other prince for her reftitution, but 
to her only. Infomuch, that queen Elizabeth 
dealt earneftly with Murray, by Wood his fecrc- 
tary, and with other Scots, about rcftoring her to 
her former dignity -, and, if that could not be 
granted, that (he might be joined with her fon : 
and, if that could not be granted neither, yet that 
(he might live a private life at home among her 
friends, freely, fecurcly, and honourably. But 
Ihe could not prevail upon Murray (who had all 
the government in his hands) to yield one ar- 
ticle. 

About the fame time, a report gained ground 
amongft men of the better fort, that the duke- of 
Norfolk would marry the queen of Scotland, 
which pleafed many, but upon different accounts, 
according to the variety ot their different views 
and intcrdts. For the papifts hereby hoped to 
procure fome favour for their religion ; and others 
Jicpcd iome profit would arife thereby to the 
commonwealth. But many men, who faw the 
queen was not dilpolcd to marry, and th-^t foreign 
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princes, enemies to England, caft their eyes up- 
on the queen of Scotland, as the moft certain heir 
of England, thought it would be a better way to. 
eftablifh quiet nefs, and to keep the queen of Scot- 
land within bounds ; that fhe were married to 
the duke of Norfolk, the greateft and moft ho- 
nourable man in England, and a man in favour 
with the people, and bred up in the religion of 
the proteftants, rather than to a foreign prince, 
who might bring both the kingdoms into dan- 
ger by her means, and alfo come fo to inherit both 
the kingdoms, which they heartily wifhed might 
be confolidated in a prince of the Englifh nation, 
if the king of Scotland (hould happen to die, who 
they alfo purpofed to bring into England, that 
he, the true heir of England, being brought up 
' amongft the Englifh, might be better loved by the 
natives. And thus, all the fcruples about the 
fucceffion might be taken away, queen Elizabeth 
fhould have no caufe to fear the duke, and the 
queen of Scotland, when fhe had the king in her 
hands. 

- Moreover, that the duke Ihould attempt no* 
. thing againft him, but love him more dearly, they 
determined to marry Margaret, the duke's only 
and' little daughter to him, and leave the mar- 
riage to be confummated when they came to riper 
years. Among thefe, were the earls of Arundel, 
'Northumberland, Weftmorcland, Suffex, Pem- 
broke, and Southampton, and many barons, 
yea, and Leicefter himfelf, whether in policy, and 
to work the duke*s deftruftion, it is uncertain , 
yet all thefe thought it good to acquaint the queen 
-with the matter, and to leave the dec4fion thereof 
to her pleafure •, and, that Ihe Ihould prefcribe the 
the conditions for the full fecurity and fafety of 
her own perfon, religion, and the realm* 

L^ But 
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But now take the matter briefly, if you pleafcv 
from the very beginning, out of the written con- 
fcfllon of the duke, and the memorials of the br- 
fliopof Rois, who was tJie chief negociator in thi> 
bunnefs. 

When the commiflioners met at York the lafl: 
year, 1 jdington and the bifliop of Rofs, to infi- 
nuate themfclves in his fiivour, talked with the 
duke of a marriage to be made between him and 
that queen of Scotland ; and fo did Murray him- 
Iclf, with the duke, at Hampton-Court; and, in 
private talk with the duke, and alio with many 
Others, feigned that he wi(hed nothing more, than 
that matters in Scotland, being put upon a good 
footing, the queen of Scotland, his dearcft filler^ 
might be reftorcd to her former dignity, provided 
that Ihe woukl fincerely and unfeignedly receive 
her fubjcfts into her former favour and grace paft, 
and that all offences might be quite forgotten. 
Yet he iearcd, if Ihe married a hufband of her 
own chufing, from France, Spain, or AuAria^ 
that flic would revenge the injuries flie had re- 
ceived, change the religion eilabliflied in Scot- 
land, and bring iMigland into great danger. 

To prevent thele evils, he promilcd to exert 
Iiimfelf to the utmott, that Ihe, who had tirll 
married a boy, then a rafli and heady young man^ 
and lartly,to a m:ulman (thole were his very words) 
might now be married to the duke, a man of dif- 
cretion •, which would he greatly to the advantage 
of both the realms, and the fecurity of both the 
princes, anil efptxially to the eltablifliing of reli- 
gion, fince he (I'uch was his refpett to the queca 
of I'ngland) might more eafily make Scotland 
continue hi iriendlhi}) with the Isnglifli^ and 
mij;ht, wiih the more ealc, draw the queen of 
Scotland to the religion which he profellcd. 

With 
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With thefe things Murray fccretly acquainted 
the queen of Scotland by Robert Melvin, and of- 
fered his fervice very ofEcioufly toward efFefting 
them ; but the duke anfwered, that he could de- . 
termine nothing about the marriage, before fhe 
<:leared herfelf of the crimes objeftcd againft her; 
yet Rofs, as diligently as he could, ceafed not to 
•excite him to it, tho* unwillingly. 

A few days after, Nicholas Throgmorton met 
the duke in the court at Weftminfter, unto whom 
he profeffcd, and offered his fervice very kindly, 
and fignified, that Leicefter would talk with the 
duke, about the marriage between hinfi and the 
queen of Scotland, which Throgmorton faid, 
leemed ftrange to him, fince Leicefter himfelf fued 
for the fame marriage not long fince. But, he 
defired the duke in friendfliip, if it were fo, to 
give the honojir of that marriage to Leicefter, 
who had been before a fuiter for it •, but, if he 
ftood ftifly in it, to rcfufe it, becaufe the Scots 
charged her with many heinous crimes. But 
yet, faid Throgmorton, I wifli from my heart, 
that fhe were married to you, as well for the good 
of religion, as alfo that fhe may not depend on any 
other but our queen. Yet this I forewarn you, if 
you do any thing in this matter, let Leicefter 
guide you by advice ; for you of yourfelf fhall 
hardly get the queen's confent. 

A day or two after, Leicefter moved the mat- 
ter to the duke, who anfwered juft as Throgmor- 
ton had forewarned him ; and, when he came to 
fpeak of the crimes, Leicefter extenuated the 
fame, and called Richard Candifh to witnefs, 
whofe fervice he recommended to the duke at the 
fame time. 

Then Leicefter told Pembroke of the matter, 
and the duke told Arundel ; and tliey, together 
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with Throgmorton in their letters, recommended " 
to the queen of Scotland the duke, as a fit htif- 
band (which Murray had done alfo before.) The 
duke alfo wrote, and fignified his love, and of- , 
fcred his fervice in very loving words. Fro'm 
that time, he imparted to them all the letters he 
wrote to her, or received from her ; and they 
talked oftentimes with Rofs about the manner of 
concluding it. And, by Richard Candifti, they 
propounded, in the year one thoufand, five hun* 
dred, threefcore and eight, to the queen of Scot- 
land, thcfe articles written with Leicefter's hand, 
viz. 

I. *' That fhe attempt nothing to the hurt of 
•' the queen of England and her children in the 
** fuccellion of the kingdom of England. 

*' 2. She fliould make a league defenfive and 
*' offenfive between the two realms. 

" 3. She {hould eftablilh the religion of thepro* 
** teftantsin Scotland. 

'* 4. she fliould receive into her favour the 
** Scots, which were now her adverfaries. 

" 5. She fhould revoke the aflignation of the 
*' kingdom of England made to the duke of An- 
"jou. 

*^ 6. She fhould marry fomc Englifh noblem:"n 
" namely, the noble princes Thomas, duke of 
" Norfolk.'' 

If fhe gave her conlent to thefe articles, they 
promifed to procure the queen of England's af- 
i'ent; and that ihe (hould be fliortiy reftored to 
her RMlm, and alfo be coatirmed in the fuccef- 
/ipn of England. 

She 
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She readily admitted them all, but added^ 
that fhe could' fay nothing to the league, be- • 
fore the French king was certified of it. She 
protefted, that there was >no affignation made to 
the duke of Anjou; yet fhe would get him to 
make a releafe and renunciation (if they infilled 
on it.) And intreated them, above all things, to 
get the confent of the queen of England, left fome 
hurt Ihould come to her and the duke for want of 
it, which flie had experitrnced in the marriage 
with Darnley without her confent. Yet they 
thought beft to try firft the minds of mpre noble- 
men ; of whom moft gave their confent, with this 
claufe, " provided the queen was not againft it." 
Neither did the king of France and Spain difiike it, 
only they feared Murray, left he, that had firft 
broached the matter, and promifed to promote it 
to the beft of his power, ftiould firft hinder it. 
Yet they agreed on this, that Lidington, who 
was then expefted, ftiould be the firft to found 
queen Elizabeth. 

In the mean time, the duke imparted to lord 
Lumley that all had been done in this bufinels, and 
with much ado, obtained of Leicefter to a(k the 
advice of fome other friends. Yet a while after, 
he opened the matter by the content of Pem- 
broke to Cecil alfo. 

About the fame time, Leonard Dacres formed 
a rcrfolution to fteal fecretly the queen of Scot- 
land out of prifon at Whinfield, where ftie was 
kept by the carl of Shrewsbury. Northumber- 
land being privy to this defign, fignified it to the 
duke, who forbad them to proceed in it ; for, he 
feared they would have delivered her to be mar- 
ried to the king of Spain, and hoped to obtain the 
confent of queen Elizabeth foon. 

L 4 But 
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But, the report of this marriage came moi 

plainly to the queen's ears, by the ladies and vrq*^ 

■ men of the court, who are always very penetratinjf h 

in law affairs. } 

When the duke underftood it to be true, he *- 
.dealt very carneflly with Leicefter, both by c 
Throgmorton and by Pembroke, to open the ; 
matter fpeedily to the queen : he made delays, 
and lingered, as it were, to ftay for a fit time to \ 
fpeak. But Cecil defired the duke, who was now 
full of care, to open all the matter to the queea 
himfelf, whereby all fcruplc might be fpeedily re- * 
moved from the queen and from. him felfalfo. 

Leicefter was againft it, and promifed to open 
the matter to the queen in the progrefs. But, 
whilft he put it off with fmooth .words, from one 
day to another, the queen, being at Farnham, fet 
the duke at her table, and bitingly defired him to 
take heed on what j)illow he laid his head. Then^ 
at Titchfield, I.ciccftcr was fomewhat fick, or elfc 
feigned to be fo, and, with many fighs, and 
much anxiety, afls^ing pardon for his fault, he 
opened the whole matter, from the beginning, to 
the queen. 

At the fame time the queen called the duke to 
her into a gallery, and chid him very much, that . 
without her privity, he had fued the queen of 
Scoland in the way of marriage, and commanded 
him, upon his allegiance, to ccalc frcjm further 
meddling therein. Mc promiicd to obey wiUing- 
ly and gladly, and fcrupl'vxl not to fay, (as though 
he did not cnre for her,) that his revenues in Eng- 
land, v/ere little lels than thofe of the kingdom of 
Scotland, at this time f.rcatly impoverilhcd by the 
wars-, and alfo, wlien iie \v;is in his tennis-court at 
N(M"\vich, lie fcenud to himfelf to be equal, in 
fome Ibrtj to many k ni;s. Bur, from that time, 

hr 
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he began to be more dejefted in mind, and, when 
Tie faw the queen look and fpeak to him ^more 
fternly, andLeicefter in a manner eftranged, and 
moft of the noblemen decline his company, fcarce 
fainting or fpeaking to him, he haftened to Lon- 
don without taking any leave, and went in to Pem- 
broke, who bid him be of good cheer,' and com- 
forted him very much. 

And, on that fame day, queen Elizabeth re-, 
jedled, with a fhew of difpleafure, the Scotch em- 
baffador, who intreated her very much to deliver 
the queen captive-, and faid, that fhe had bed be- 
have herfelf quietly, left fhortly, fhe fhould de- 
prive them of their heads, on whom flie chiefly 
relied. 

And now, when the rumour of the marriage in- 
creafed every day, and the French cmbafTador ex- 
ceedingly urged her delivery, (more by the per- 
fuafion of fome Engliflimen, than by the orders of 
the French king, as it was after known) newfuf- 
picions, from every place, were laid hold on : and 
Cecil, who applied all his care to the good of the 
republic and religion, was very diligent to find 
the depth of the matter ; and therefore wrote to 
SuflTex lord-prefident of the North, who was an 
intimatel friend, and nearly allied in blood to the 
duke, to certify the queen what he knew of the 
duke's marriage. 

His anfwer is not known ; and, as it had been 
obferved, that the duke had many fecrcc confe- 
rences with Murray, regent of cotland, at Hamp- 
ton-Court ; George Cary, fon to the lord Hunf- 
don was fent fecr.etly to Murray, to learn of him, 
if the duke had imparted to him any thing about 
this marriage. • ^ 

The duke, in the mean- while, terrified with a 
falfc report fprcad, that there was a commotion- 

raifed 
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raifed in the North ; and, being informed by heU 
cefter, that he fliould be put in prifon, went out 
of the way into Norfolk, whilll his friends at 
. court, who had promifed fo much, might avert 
the ftorm that hung over his head, and he him- 
lelf miglit mitigate the queen's difpleafure by his 
humble letters; bur, there were men fet about 
him to take notice of all his at^ions. 

When he found no afliftance among his friends, 
and Heydon, Cornwallis, and other worfliipful 
gentlemen of thofe jvarts, perfuaded him, if he 
were guilty of any offence towards the queen, to 
throw himielf upon her mercy-, he wavered, and 
was tormented with a variety of cares. At this 
time, the court was perplexed, fufpicious, and 
fearful, leall he fliould break out into rebellion; 
and, it is faid, it was determined to kill the queen 
of Scots prefently if he did fo. 

But he, through liis natural good-nature, and, 
being conlcious, that he had not offended againd: 
any law made trealon ; for tiiat aft, of marrying 
the king's fillerr, or brothers, or aunts children, 
without the king's knowledge, made treafon by 
Henry VIII. was repealed by Edward VI. and 
alio, for fear Icll the queen of S-otland, through 
fuipicion, lho\ild he ulcd more hardly, he fent 
letters to his friends at court, and t(;lcl them, that 
he llej)pcd afule into his houle, that in time, and 
by his alU'PCc, he irii^lu procure a remedy againft 
malicicious reports, which are, at all times, en- 
tertained with op'/n tais in the court, and afked 
pardon molt hunil)ly 1(m* his offenc e, and witnout 
delay, took his journry toward the court. 

As he return d, at St. Albans, Owen, a gentle- 
man liclongin^^ to the tail of Arundel, fent fe- 
ci eriy by Throgmorron and Lumley, who were 
conuiiitted, requelled him to lake all the fault 

\ipon 
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^pon himfelf, and not to lay it upon Leicefter 
and others, left he Ihould make his friends his 
enemies. There Edward Fitz- Gerald, brother to 
the earl of Kildare (lieutenant of the penfioners) 
met and received him, and conveyed him to Burn*- 
ham, three miles from Windfor (where the queen 
then lay.) Four days after, the abbot (rf'Dunfer- 
melling delivered the letters of Murray, regent of 
Scotland, to the queen ; in which he declared to 
her, that the duke dealt with him fecretly at 
Hampton-Court, to favour his marriage with the 
queen of Scotland ; and that if he would not, he 
threatned him exceedingly, and that he promifed 
to favour it, that he might prevent the ambufcade' 
laid by one Norton to kill him ; from whom and 
others, the duke gave his word he fhould return 
without danger. And that Ihortly after, the duke 
requefted him by his letters written in cyphers, to 
give his confent to tjie marriage. Moreover, that 
the duke fignified to him by Boyd, that he would 
never forfake the queen of Scotland ; and further, 
that the agents of the fame queen had almoft per- 
fuaded the regent that queen Elizabeth had con- 
fented to the marriage ; and alfo that Ihe had gi- 
ven her hopes of the kingdom of England. And 
queen Elizabeth alfo found out, that Ihe had fig- 
nified to certain noblemen of England, to win 
them to her lide, that ftie went about that bufi- 
nefs, which would be very neceflary for the fecu- 
rity of the queen of England, and the like fafety 
for both the kingdoms. 

The duke, who had a fecret correfpondence 
with the bifhop of Rofs, Leicefter, and Throg- 
morton, was about this time examined about thi« 
marriage with the queen of Scotland, and his fe- 
cret conferences with the bHhop of Rofs, and 
confeflcd moft things, was fjnt 10 the tower of 
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■I^ondon, under the keeping of Sir Henry NcviU, 
knight, being bitterly reproved that he had de- 
parted from the court without leave obtained, and 
cliiirgecl as though iie had intended to rebel. Two 
days after, the bilhop of Rofs was examined in 
like manner, and Robert Ridolph, the gentleman 
of Florences whom tlie bilhop of Rofs and others 
ufed familiarly, was delivered into the cufliody of 
Francis VVallingham. The earl of Pembroke 
was commanded to keep his houfe, and privately 
examined ; yet in regard of his nobility and old 
age, it was granted him, that his examination 
flioukl not be Ifct down in writing. Which he 
defircd, bccaufe he could not write. Some no- 
blemen were forbidden tlie court, as privy to 
thcfe matters, who humbly confefled that they, 
with the duke, agreed to the marriage, which 
Murray had firll propofcd ; yet fo that the duke» 
the queen of Scotland, and they, defired that the 
matter Ihould be referred to tiie queen before the 
marriage was to be folemnized, and defired par- 
ilon for their oifence. In like manner, the earls 
of Northumberland and Weftmorland, who were 
of this counfel, fubmitted themfelves to Suilex 
Jord [)refident of the North, and bcfought him to 
m.'i!:c interrenion to the queen for their pardon. 
Alio many i)aniphlets came out againll this mar- 
riiiK^\ and ajyainil the (jueen of Scotland, and the 
rif;lit by winch (he claimed to become heir to 
lMu;l'ind ; Vv'lurcin they ufed exprefilons fo inlb- 
lc:nu I'jat ih<: (jucfri riu)U{.;ht once to have forbid- 
di'Fi ilicii) I)y Irvcic cdiit, and permitted the bi- 
lliop (>;* Koi". to mii!»e anfwcr ; who forthwith 
puhlliird ;i hiyok under the name of Morgan Phi- 
li[)S, ;;.-..iuil ili< in, wlurrein he dcl'ended the ho- 
nour oi* hi'i ij'.iccji,.{icr r*.f';hr to fucceed, and the 
i;ovcni;aeiir of vVo:r,cn (lor this alfo was im» 
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pugned) but ingenuoufly acknowledged afterward 
in his Commentaries, that he had his arguments, 
for her right of fucceflion^ fecrctly from Anthony 
Srown, chief juftice in the common place, and* 
Carrell an excellent good common lawyen 

Shortly after, happened the rebellion in the 
North, raifed by the earls of Northumberland 
and Weftmorland, with many other gentlemen. 
"Who when they underftood for certain, that the 
queen of cotland (whom, to fet at liberty, they- 
had principally taken arms) was carried away from: 
Tutbury unto Coventry, under the kecpmg of 
the earis of Shrcwfbury and Huntingdon ; andi 
being moved by the great preparations of tha 
queen, they with a few others fled into Scotland. . 

In the year 1570, the rebellion in England be- 
ing now queird, Murray regent of Scotland did: 
all he could that the queen of Scotland might be 
delivered into his hands, and for that caufe he 
both offered hoftages, and alfo to reftore them^ 
the earls of Northumberland and Weftmorland ;- 
and brought to pafs, that the bifhop of Rofs^ as ^ 
the author of the rebelUon-, was committed intO' 
the cuftody of the biflhop of London. Then to 
purchafe the good^will of queen Elizabeth, in the 
month of January he came with an army to the 
borders of Scotland towards England, to purfue 
the Englifti rebels, of whom he took a few, and. 
thofe of fmall account ; but at laft he found the 
earl of Northumberland lurking about Hartlawe,. 
amongft the thieves on the borders, difcovered. 
by his hoft (one of the Graham's, who betrayed 
him) arid fent him unto Lochlevin to be kept ; 
and in this journey he annoyed, and laid wafte 
the borders exceedingly. 

But in the fame month, after he had taken 
greatpains, and thought himfclf in great Security,. 

he 
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he was Ihot from a privy place, thro* the body a 
little beneath the navel, with a bullet, as he rode 
thorough the ftreets ofLithquo, by one Hamilton^ 
who elcaped foon after into France, and lived 
fome years after, often protefting, that he did it 
to revenge himfelf of a private grudge againft 
him, not being able to endure patiently the in- 
juries he offered him. For Murray had banifhed 
the man, becaufe he had efpoufed rhe queen's 
caufe, and imprifoned him, threatning frequently 
to hang him, 'till he refigned to a fcrvant or 
Murray, a little ground which came to him by 
his wire ; whereupon his wife ran mad, and in a 
furious rage he broke prifon, and committed the 
murder. Neither could he afterwards be per- 
fuaded in France (when he feemed to be a man 
fit for a defperate aftion) to attempt the fame 
againft the admiral Coligni, often faying, that he 
had revenged a perfonal injury, for which he was 
lorry ; but he would not revenge another man'S;^ 
cither for gold or intreaty. 

The regent's death made a great noifc all 
over England. The populace being flruck with 
idle fuperflitions, namely, the dream of his mo- 
ther, of the lyon and the dragon fighting in her 
womb, after that king James the fifth had en« 
joy'd her. Among the wifer fort, according to 
their different interefts, he was commended 
by fome, for deftroying the Roman religion in 
Scotland, the prefervation of the king a chikt, 
the equal admmiftration of juftice, and his munifi* 
ccncc and liberality to learned men, and Bucha^ 
nan in particular. On the other fide, be was 
blamed by others, as though he took religion for 
a cloak, and enriclied himfelf and his friends with 
the fpoils of the church, and for being not only 
injurious, but alfo ungrateful to his fifler the 
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^ucen, that deferved well at his hands, and infult- 
ing over her womanly wcaknefe. And thefe men 
out of their fufpicions, and the lewd difpofition 
of many baftards, gueiTed and conje(flured, that 
be would not have I'pared the Ton, having already 
deprived the mother of her crown* The queen 
of Scotland herfelf was very forr/, that he was 
taken away by that fudden and violent death, be- 
fore (as (he faid). he had expiated his tins againft 
God, his country and princefs, by hearty peni* 
tency. But all the Englifli that favoured the 
duke of Norfolk, accufed him (as far as they 
durft) for a crafty and falfe deceiver. 

The noblemen of Scotland who were for the 
king, (not admitting the Hamiltons and the reft, 
who had been for the deprived queen) being to 
meet for the eleftion of a new regent, required 
the advice of queen Elizabeth, She anlwered, 
(he would not meddle in the creation of a re- 
gent, left Ihe (hould feem to prejudice the queen 
of Scotland, whofe caufe was not yet decided and 
judged- But they chofe Matthew earl of Le- 
nox, the king's grand-father regent, queen Eliza- 
beth being not di(ratisfied with it, for (he knew 
that he would be very kind to his young ne- 
phew thro* natural affeftion, and kind to the 
Englifh on account of the benefits he had re- 
ceived at their hands. And (he doubted not but 
he would be at her beck, (ince (he had his wife 
in her power. 

While queen Elizabeth (hewed favour to the 
king's party in Scotland ; the king of Spain did 
not abandon the queen captive ; but by means of 
Hamilton, reftor of the church of Dunbar, he 
(ent fecretly out of the Low-Countries, great 
ftore of artnourand gunpowder, feven great pieces, 
of ordnance, and fome money to Huntley, the 

gover- 
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governor of the north part of Scotland for the 
queen. In the mean while, he, the duke of 
Chafteauleroy, and the carl of Argyle, lieutenants 
of the queen, by a common content, and with- 
thc confent alfo of the queen, fent George lord' 
Seton ambaflador unto the duke of Alba, who» 
declared his meflage to him in thefc words : 

*• That he was fent out of a kingdom deprived' 
•' of publick peace, and of a worthy princefs, 
** through the treachery of difloyal fubjefts, and 
*' that the fubilance of his embafTanje confifted in 
*' thefe points : that Aid may be given to them, 
*' whereby the queen may be redeemed out of 
•* miferablc captivity in a foreign land, and the 
** realm delivered from the oppreflion of ftran- 
" gcrs : that the Scottifli rebels might be forbid- 
•• den to traffick in the dominions of the king of 
** Spain : and that the loooo crowns afllgned by 
*' him to the aueen of Scotland might be paid." 

The duke ot Alba anlwercd, that he would be 
ready and willing to further this her caufe, upon 
all occafions, to the king of Spain, but that he 
could not prohibit the traffick of the Scottifh re- 
bels, (becaufc it was contrary to the liberty of 
the Low-Countries) and promil'cd that he would 
difljurfc the money very fliortly for her ufe. 

In the mean time, the lord Scron, in order to 
purchafc the fivourof the king of Spain and the 
the duke of Alba, went in dilguife to the States, 
and drew many of the Scots, that fcrved them, to 
a revolt, by fair words, good chear, and fuch 
enticements. And when he was upon the point 
of beinj-; put to ilic toriurc, he hardly, and with 
great d:mj>er of his lite, elcafXHl to the duke of 
Alba, who promifed to ]xiy ten thoufand foldicfs 
for half a year, but in vnin, bceaulc he could 

not 
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toot fend over the foldiers into Scotland, the wars 
werfe fo hot in the Low-Countries. 

in the mean time, the bifhop of Rofs, who 
had followed the bufmefs of the queeji with greac 
difcretion, and was committed to the cuftody of 
the bifliop of Loiidon (bccaufe he had fecretly 
kindled the rebellion in the North) being now 
delivered, brought to pafs, that the French king^ 
by his embaflador, Montluc, dealt very earneftly 
with queen Elizabeth about the deliverance of the 
queen of Scotland, who complained very rauch^ 
that (he was kept in clofer confinement, and that 
alfo under the earl of Huntingdon, her profeflcd 
enemy and competitor, (fince he as openly laid 
Crlaim to the right of the kingdom of England, as 
fhe did.) The lame alfo was urged exceedingly by 
the king of Spain*s cnibaflkdor, in his king's 
iiatne. 

Th6 qufeen made anfw^r, ' (after ftie had rt- 
lieaffed the crafty purpofes and devices of feveral 
men for the delivery ot the queen of Scotland^ 
"who as fhe infinuated, was privy to the late re- 
bellion) " That it woukl be great inconfideratlon, 
' and dangerous folly to let her go at liberty, 
' who doth afpire fo opeilly by fuch evil courfcSj 
' unto the kingdom of England : that of necef- 
' tity (he was enforced to keep her ftraighter in 

* prifon, to fend away many of her fervants from 
' her, whom (he had drawn thither in great num- 

* bers, and to join the carl of Huntingdon (in 

* whom {ht did acknowledge no right unto the 

* kingdom, but foriie kindred with her) untd thci 

* earl of Shrewsbury, whom (he had appointed to 
' be her keeper, who long fince began to fuf* 
' peft and diftruft the fidelity df feme of his fer- 

* vants, and had perceived many of them daily 

* won to favour the queen of Scotland, yet that 
Vol. II. M the 



1 70 The LIFE and D E A T H of 

** the carl of I luntingdon had been removed from 
** her A good wlv.le fince. Moreover, Ihc pro- 
" niiled that flic would omit nothing (he could do, 
** to make an end and a con^poHtion between the 
" queen and the Seots ; and j^rotefted that flic 
** would not revenge the wrongs flie had received 
** at her hands, liut yet flie hoped that the kings 
** of Spain and France, and the queen of Scot- 
" land allb, wouhl «>lve her leave to make provifion 
** for the tranquillity both of hcrlelf and her fub- 
*' jetfbs ; which nature, realon^ and her honour do 
*' claim at her hands. If any of them Ihall dc- 
" vife any lu*tter and more evident means to a- 
** void peril and ilanger, that Ihe would with a 
•* good-will hear and embrace the fame." 

After this, the privy council of Englan\l fat 
often, and t onfultcd whetluT it was belt that flie 
Ihould be fcnt back to her own iiibjevfls, or kept 
l>ill in l\np;land, and what courfes were beft to be 
taken for il\e bctl jM*efervation of tl;o kingdom, 
the queen, and relij^ion. 

About ilie lame time pope Tius Qiiintus had 
cauled his bull or fentenco dtvlaratory againft 
queen I*'.li7aherh (tlie pretci\ded queen of ling- 
land) and the hereiicks adhering to !\er, wherein 
all her I'ubjeCh were declared 10 be abfolved 
from their oatli of lidelity, and all other duty^ 
iVc. And tlicv l!..it aUcr\vai\l obcved her, were 
excomniunii .iiiXu wliich was d.ued the five and 
twemii'th d;:y o\ IVbru.iry, in the year of our 
Iv^iil, one tiunii'mvi ilvr lunuliwl tlueetcore and 
v,\nr) x.^ hr \]k \l on the j^aics of ilic [-alacc of the 
b'!]v;|M>i* ' (>;'ioi\ in the nifjn. Hereupon fuU 
j^iv:ior.s iiu';i\:ii\!, ili.ii {onu' danp;, iv.us matter 
w;is in ;^^":::;iii()-!. An J. ininu'ui.m-lv ;uu.)ther re- 
brllion w.i; hm I;- lo [-hmL ow. in \o folk, which 
was q-uclie.! ::\ ihc o-.v/lnni^.r; ; ioi\x gentlemen 

of 
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of Norfolk defiring to deliver the duke (who was 
exceedingly beloved by all men) had devifed at 
Harlefton fair, by founding a trumpet, to gather 
a multitude, under pretence to drive ftrangers 
out of the land. 

John Felton, who had fixed the pope's bull on 
the bilhop of London's gate in the night, being 
apprehended (for he would not fly tho' he had it 
in his power) being arraigned, with great cou- 
rage confefled the faft, which yet he would not 
acknowledge to be any offence, and was executed 
near unto the place where he had fixed it. 

The fame day Felton was arraigned, the duke 
of Norfolk confeffing his oflrence, and fhewing 
great penitence, and having under his hand gi- 
ven his word not to deal any more about the 
marriage with the queen of Scotland without the 
privity of queen Elizabeth, he was brought back 
from the tower of London, to the great joy of 
the people, and remained at his own houfe, un- 
der the keeping of Sir Henry Nevill. In- 
deed he could not be arraigned of treafon by the 
ftatute of 25. of Edward the third, as Cecil faid, 
who defirous of the duke's good, was earneft to 
have him marry another woman, whereby he 
mightbe lefs feared, and the public tranquillity coit- 
ferved. Yet feme there were that thought he 
was let out on purpofe, that he might be brought 
into fome greater danger. True it is that more 
things came every day to light than he fufpefted, 
and the credit of his mod fecret counfellors was 
corrupted with hopes, or with bribes. 

Thefe times fufpicions and conlpiracies abound- 
ed •, for there confpired to deliver the queen of 
Scotland out of prifon, Thomas and Edward Stan- 
ley, the younger fons of the earl of Derby, by 
the daughter of Thomas, duke of Norfolk, Tho- 
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mss Gerard Rolfton, Hall, and others in Derby* 
Ihire ; but Rolfton's fon, who was one of the 
ptnfioncrs, opened the confpiracy, and they were 
ail caft into prifon but Hall, who elcaped to the 
Ifis of Man, and from thence to Dunbritton, 
where being taken at the winning of the caftlc, he 
was conveyed to London, and iherc executed as 
a traitor. And the bifhop of Rofs himfelf, lately 
delivered out of prifon, was again delivered into 
the cuftody of the bilhop of London, for having 
fccrct conference with the earl of Southampton, a 
man wholly addicted to the Roman religion. 

Queen Elizabeth, her mind being greatly per- 
plexed, upon the publication of the bull, and the 
infurreclion intended in Norfolk, fent Cecil and' 
Milday to the queen of Scotland, who then lay 
at Chatfworth in Derbylhire, to confult and 
devife with her by what means the divifion in Scot- 
land might beft be re-accommodated^flic reftorcd ro 
her former eftate, and provifion made for the fc- 
curity of queen Elizabeth, and the fafcty of her 
Tittle fon. She did nothing but deplore her moft 
diftrefled eftate, complain of the cratty politics o£ 
Murray, excufe Norfolk, and place all her hope itt 
the friendftiip of queen Elizabeth. They, for the 
making and eftablilhing of a fincere league of ami- 
ty between the realms, propolcd thcfc articles : 

" I. The treaty of Edinburgh fhould be con*- 
*' firmed ; She fhould renounce her title and right 
** to England during the life of queen Elizabeth. 

*' 2. She fhould not renew nor keep any league 
*' with any prince againft England. 

" 3. She fhould not remit or receive any foreign 
" foldiers into Scotland. 

4. she fliould have no prafticc nor intelligence 

v;ith any Irifli or Engliflimcn, without the 
'* qucen*s knowledge. 
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•' 5. She ftiould reftore the Englifli fugitives and 
^* rebels. 

•* 6. She Ihould make amends or recompence 
^* for the hurt done to the lEnglifh borderers. 

" 7. She (hould enquire, according to the law, 

for the murders both of Darnly and Mur- 
ray. 

" 8. She fhould deliver her fon pledge into 
^* England. 

*' 9. She fhould not marry with any Englifh*- 
*' man without the knowledge of the queen of 
*' England, nor with any other, againft fhe wills 
" of the ftates of Scotland. 

" 10. Tiie Scots Ihould not pijfs over into Irf * 
** land without leave obtained out of England. 

"11. For the confirmation and aflurance where- 
*^ of, the queen, and the commiflioners to be ap- 
" pointed, fhould fet to their hands and feals. 

"12. Six hoftages, whom the queen of Eng- 
" land fhould name, fhould be lent into Eng- 
" land. 

** 13. If the queen of Scotland attempted any 
** thing igainfl the queen of England, by herfqlf, 
" or by any other, fh^ fhould lofe all her right 
" (ipfb fafto) which flie claimeth in England. 

" 14. The caftles of Hume, and Faft caflle, to 

be kept by the Englifhmen three years. 

15. Some fortrels alfo, in Galloway, or Can^ 

tire, fhould be delivered unto the Englifhmen, 
" left the Irifh-Scots fliould infefl Ireland from 
" thence. 

" 16. Laflly, the eflates of Scotland (hould eon- 
** firm all and Angular tbeie things by the autho- 
" tity of pt^rliameot." 

To thefe propofitions, fhe anfwered prudently 
MQUgh^ upon the fudden ; but flic referred them 
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for a fuller anfwer to the ccmmiflioners, fcnt- by 
her lieutenants in Scotland, who were the bifhop 
of Rofs, h( r cmbaflador in Kngland, Alexander 
Gordon, bifhop of Galloway, uncle to the earl of 
1 luntley, and William, lord Levingflon, who af- 
terwards admitted ibme of thcfe articles, and re- 
jcdcdotl^crs. 

Tluy anfwered, That the treaty of Edinburgh 
Ihould be conHrincd, the title renounced during 
i:hc life of queen Kliz ibeth : that they mufl con- 
fidcr of the ancient league with France, which, 
iftheyilid not keep, the queen fhould lofc her 
dowry ; the Scotch nation, of the which one hun- 
di'cd and twenty-four archers are maintained in the 
guard, merchants, Iludents, many that poflcfs 
land by inheritance, and that have fpiritual liv- 
ings, fliould be turned out, and lofc their penfions, 
immudities, and privileges, which they enjoy, 
being very great, and Scotland fliould be deprived 
of the amity and aid of a moft mighty nation. 

Which things, except the Englifh did liberally 
and bountifully recompence, they cannot renounce 
and forfake the French league by any means : 
that they will not admit any foreign foldicrs, ex- 
cept in cafe of fuch a rebellion as cannot be fup- 
prcfTcd by foldiers of their own coCintry : that the 
queen oi Scotland fliall have no intelligence with 
the fubjefts of England, provided the queen 
of England, in like manner, (hall have none 
with the fubjeds of Scotland, to the hurt of 
Scotland: if there be any Englifh rebels, or fu- 
gitives, they are in the hands of the Scotch re- * 
bels, and are demanded of them : the damage 
done, is to be examined by commiflloners : for 
the murder of Darnly and Murray, let them be 
enquired into according to the laws of Scotland : 
that they cannot deliver the king for hoftage, who 
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is, in the hands of men, that ufe the king's 
name as a colour for their rebellion againft the 
queen : that it is ftrange, and a thing not heard 
of at any time, that a free princefs*{hould be pre- 
fcribed in her marriage by a foreign prince, and 
her own fubjefls : that the Scots fhall not be feitt 
over into Ireland, if reciprocally, the Irifli be tied 
with the fame condition, not to pafs over into 
Scotland. 

For the greater fecurity in thefe things, they 
confented to give hoftages whofoever the queen of 
Englahd would name, except the duke of Chaf- 
teauleroy, the earl of Huntley, Argyle, and A- 
thol. 

Moreover, they confented, that the queen of 
Scotland Ihould be excluded from her right of 
fuccefilon in England, if fhe attempted any thing 
againft :he right of the queen of England ; pro- 
vided, that the queen of England might again 
be tied in fome equal penalty, if fhe attempted 
any thing againft the queen of Scotland. 

Concerning t-he caftles of Hume and Faft caftle, 
they requefted, that they might be reftored to the 
lord Hume, the true lord and proprietor of them ; 
and that the Englifh would detain them no longer 
from him ; and that, to deliver fortrefles in Gal^ 
loway or Bantire to foreigners, was no other thing, 
than to give a new occafion of war. 

When they could not agree upon thefe articles, 
and the commiflioners did not return from the 
regent of Scotland, and, in the mean time, it 
was reported, that aid was earneftly required by 
her friends of the pope, the king of France, and 
the duke of Alba, for the deliverance of the 
queen of Scotland, and . the Englifh rebels ; as 
Wefrmoreland, the countefs of Northumberland, 
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<|nd the reft, were conveyed fecretly out of Scot- 
land, fo nothing came of this treaty. 

NotwiLliilanding this, the bifhop of Rofs fcnt 
the articles of it to the pope, and the kings of 
France and Spain, and infmuated to them, thjit 
the queen of Scotland muft, of neceflity, yield to 
tliem, unlefs they helped her both with advice, 
and other aid, very Ihortly, which he did moft 
carncllly rcqueft at their hands, but in vain : for 
they were entirely employed with other matters. 

In the year 1571, a little before this time, Ri- 
dolphus the Florentine, before-mentioned, who 
had carried on mych merchandize and traffick at 
London fifteen years, font fecretly the letters of 
the pope to the queen of Scotland ; in which he • 
promifed to do liis utmQft to advance the catholic 
religion and her ; and required her to give credit 
to Ridolpluis in all things •, and alio, that he 
might under Hand by him, who now determined 
to return into Italy, by what means he might do 
any good, and give any relief to the catholic re- 
ligion, and remedy to the common mifchiefs in 
England and Scotland. Ridolphus alfo, ih h)s 
own private lettcs, requefted the queen to inhparc 
thcfe things to the duke of Norfolk, and her 
friends ; and that (lie would commend him to 
them. But, Ihe delayed her anfwer (diough the 
kjngsof France and Spain, and the duke ot Alba, 
wrote to the fame effeft) until fhe faw to what end 
the treaty already begun, would come. 

For there came, as from the king of Scotland, 
to that of the Scotch affairs, the earl of Mourton, 
Pitcarne, abbot of Dunfcrmelling, and James 
Mac-Gill, wlio when queen Klizabcth corqmand- 
ed them to lay down evidently the caufes of their 
depriving the queen of Scotland, and to prove 
them to be juit) fliowed a tedious and long in- 

Itrudion, 
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ftruftion, or memorial, in which, with a moft in- 
foknt liberty and bittcrnefs of foeech, they ^ndea* 
voured to prove the people or Scotland to be fq- 
perior and above their kings, by the ancient pri- 
vileges of the kingdom of Scotland, by almoft' 
forgotten examples, coUefted from all places ^ 
they endeavoured to prove, by the authority of 
Calvin, that the popular magiftrates are appointed 
to moderate and keep in order the ambition and 
\inrulinefs of kings -, and that it is lawful for 
them to imprifon ^vicked and arbitrary princes, 
and even to deprive them of their kingdoms* 

But, they enlarged much upon their lenity to- 
ward their deprived queen, becaufe they fuffered 
her to fubftitute her fon in her place, and to ap- 
point him governors. That it was an effeft of the 
mercy of the people, and not for her innocence, 
that they fuffered her to live; and many other 
things, tending to vilify and debafe the majefty 
of kings. 

This memorial queen Elizabeth read, but not 
without indignation ; and, as a libel written in 
the flandcr and reproach of kings, condemned it, 
though fhe laid nodiing ; but to the comiflioners, 
flie anfwercd, that, as yet, (he did not fee ajull 
caufe for their abufmg and vexing the queen in 
that manner -, and therefore her will was, that 
they fliould take feme fpeedy courfe for the 
quenching the divifion and difcord in Scotland. 

I Icrcupon, at the hoiife of Bacon, keeper of 
the great fea!, it was propofed to the bifhop Qf 
Rols, the biQiop of Galloway, and the lord ]^e- 
vingdon, commiiTioners for the queen of Scot- 
hind : that, in order to give fecurity to the king- 
dom and queen of England, and to the noblemen 
that took tl\e king's part, the duke of Chafteau^ 
k ro/, ilic carlb of Huntley and Argyle, the lords 
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Hume and Herris, and another lord (hould be 
given for hoftages -, and the caftles of Dunbritton 
and Hume delivered into the hands of the Engliih 
for three years. 

They anfwered, " It was not to be doubted, 

" but the queen of Scotland, who, of her free- 

'*' will, committed herfelf, to the protcftion of the 

*' queen of England, would alfo moft willingly 

*' give her fatisfacflion in all things which might 

conveniently be done; but, to deliver fuch 

great men, and fuch fortrefles, was no other 
" thing, but to fpoil and deprive the diftrefled 
*' queen of the fuccour and ftrength of all her 
" moft faithful friends, and of the moft ftrons 
" places. 

But, they offered two earls, of whom one 
fhould be one of the three named, and two lords, 
to be hoftages for two years ; but that the holds 
and caftles by the league, could not be delivered 
to the ]^ngli(h, except others, in like manner, were 
delivered to the French. 

" But, faid Bacon, all tlic realm of Scotland, 
" the prince, the noblemen and cafties, are not 
*' all fufficicnt to give fccurity to the queen, and 
*• the moft flouriftiing realm of England; and 
" therefore the queen of Scotland was not be let 
" go upon any fecurity the Scots could propofe." 

Hereupon they declared openly, that now, at 
length they plainly underftood, that the Engliih 
were rcfolvcd fully to keep the queen prifoner for 
ever in England; and, withal, to break off the 
treaty, fmcc iliey exacted fo earueftly fuch fecu- 
rity, as Scotland could not give by any means, - 
yet the other counfcllors of England protefted, 
that they carncftly defircd the deliverance of the 
queen of Scotia; i;!, provided fufficicnt fecurity 
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And, to that purpofe, they alfo talked with 
^ourton and his aflbciates upon the fubjeft, and 
of fending the king into England, who in plain 
terms anfwered, that they had no commiflion to 
treat or deal, either to receive home the queen into 
Scotland, or to fend the king into England. But 
the commiflioners of the queen of Scotland re- 
jedted this as a frivolous excufe : 

" For, certainly, faid they, they that had au- 
" thority to deprive the queen, had alfo autho- 
'' rity enough to rcftore and fet her at liberty; 
*' neither needed they to look for any authority 
*' from the reft of the confpirators, fince their 
*' wicked fadt had made them equals (facinus 
*' quos inquinat, sequat.) As for the prince, he 
*' could not, being but five years old, give them 
^ authority •, and, as for the regent, he had com- 
*' mitted all the matter to queen Elizabeth, and 
*' to her pleafure." 

Therefore they requefted the commiflioners of 
England, that thefe men might be compelled to 
confult thereof, or elfe the matter ended and ac- 
commodated upon equal conditions, without thefc 
men. But queen Elizabeth, when fhe faw no- 
thing could be done to give herfeif, the king, and 
the realm fecurity, except both the fadlions agreed 
together; ftie thought it expedient, that the 
flares of Scotland, which were fhortly to af- 
kinble, fhould elect men who ftiould endeavour 
to make an accommodation. 

Plereupon Rofs, and his aflbciates, openly 
coniplained, that many of the queen of England's 
counkllors abufed the prudence of the queen of 
England, and the patience of the queen of Scot- 
land, and hid deluded foreign princes with their 
uibtle policy, and brought the Scots to o"ieat 
troulle bv their delufions. And, imLcrii. :hc 
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queen of ScotlanJ, complaining of their proceed. 
ings, and weary of thefe delays, called away the 
bifliop of (lalloway and Levingfton, and com-> 
mandcd Rofs (wlioni the queen of England hvi 
ordered to depart from London) to continue there 
by the right of an embaflador, and appointed 
her friends in Scotland to take arms; and not 
trufl: any longer to the truces >vhich had been 
hurtful to them. 

For, at the time tliat thefc things were done in 
Filngland, they Had fullained great loflcs, many 
had been executed, more flain, Dunbritton, the 
Itrongell fort in Scotland taken, and James Ha- 
milton, archbifhop of St. Andrews, brother to 
the duke of Cliafteauleroy, as accomplice in the 
jmirderof the king, was hanged,- upon tlie acqu* 
Jarion of aprieft, who affirmed, that he had hc^d 
it in confelfion from one ot the regicides. 

The captivequeen,liaving now no hopes left, was 
in great grief, and all her fervants but ten, and 4 
prieft to iiiy mafs, being fent away, all her hopes 
of liberty being gone, divulged what (he could not 
•refrain, and that which llie had long concealed ia 
her mind. She therefore fent fecretly the duke 
of Norfolk a long account of her purpofes, which 
Ihe had written before, and certain love-letters, 
in a private character, known to them two, and 
other letters, to be carried tp the pope, and the 
king of Spain, by Ridolphus, whom flie com- 
mended as one very much attached to her intcreft j 
and her intimate friend Higford, tjie duke's fe- 
cretary, who wrote out this commentary and let- 
ters, in an ufual hand and letter, was commanded 
to burn it •, but he did it under the mat in the 
duke's chamber, and that en purpofe, as it 

jtjemed* 
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This Ridolph, once to the duke hftnfelf, and 
more frequently by Barker, reafoned thus : That 
he had obferved, that there were many noblemen 
and commons in England, that defired an innova- 
tion •, and thofe were of three forts ; fome that had 
been in credit in the time of queen Mary's reign* 
and now were not accounted of ; others, that were 
addifted to the. popilh religion, and grudged in- 
wardly that they might not ufe it freely, and 
others, that were not content with their eftate, and 
hoped for better. 

Thcfe were ready, but wanted fome noblemah 
tp be their captain, or leader3.and foreign aid. 
There could not be a fitter man for captain, and 
more noble than the duke, who had the love of 
the realm : and he had great reafon to revenge the 
wrongs done to him, by his long detention in pri- 
fon ; and now, to his reproach, not called unto 
the parliament, in which he had a place and voice, 
as the chiefeft nobleman, and earl-marfhal of Ena* 
land. And, to perfuade him the more effedlually, 
he fhewed him a roll of the noblemen who had 
vowed to fpend their lives and goods for him, if 
he would attempt it. 

As .for foreign aid, he aflured him. That the 
pope, fo that the Romifh religion might be ad- 
vanced, would defray all the charges of the war^ 
who had already laid in bank a great fum of money 
the laft year when the bull was publiflied ; of the 
which money, Ridolph himfelf had diftributed a 
great part among the Engliib fugitives. He pro^ 
mifed that the king of Spain, irritated by the inju- 
ries of the JEnglifli men, would fend to help them 
four thoufand horfe and fix thoufand foot, which 
might be fent over and landed at Harwich, a port 
in Eflex (whefeabouts the duke had many tenants 
and gentlemen holding of him) moft fitly and with- 
out 
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out fufpicion, in the beginning of fummer, when 
the duke of Medina C;vli was to come with a good 
navy into the Low-Countries. 

Lallly, he concKided, That fuch a modera- 
tion might be ufod, that all fufpicion of treafon in 
the duke might be taken away, and provifion made 
for the fafety of the queen of England, if only (he 
would embrace or tolerate the Romifli religion^ 
and confent to the marriage of the queen of Scot- 
land with the duke. 

I'he duke gave ear to thefe things as likely, but 
yet refuted to Ibbfcribe to the letters of credit, as 
they call them, which Ridolph, being ready to 
depart, fliewed him. Neither would he hear the 
advice of Rols, which he had long Iludicd, and 
put into his head by Barker -, namely. That the 
duke, with a ieleded company of noblemen, to 
take the queen fuddcnly, and to ilifturb the par- 
liament ; and by this means the marriage with the 
queen of Scotland miglit be finirtied, and the Ro- 
milh religion fet in better ihite in England, without 
any great ftir, and without any foreign aid. Which 
might eafily be done, having ib many noblemen 
ready and prompt to enter into this aftion, as could 
not be alVcmbled again in one place without fufpi- 
cion. And jull caule there was, for that the duke 
was kept long in prilbn againlt the laws of the 
realm, and not admitted into the parliament ; and 
alio for that more rigorous laws were deviled 
againil the papills : and, to do this, he brought 
in the example of Callrution in Italy, and others^ 
wlu) by fuddcn aiflions, had prolpcroully effeftcd 
grtai matters -, and how iive noblemen inScotland^ 
very hitely, had clilUirbed the jxirliament wherein 
Murray was to be attained, and got the queca 
into their hands. 

This 
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This advice the duke, who was of a virtuous 
difpofition and far from any villainy, detefted and 
difliked as pernicious ^nd dangerous : but, about 
the fame time, Henry Piercy offered his fervice to 
Rofs, in delivering the queen of Scotland out of 
prifon -, fo that Grange and Carr of Ferniherft 
might receive her at the borders of Scotland ; and 
his brother, the earl of Northumberland, might 
be delivered out of Scotland. But, when his credit 
was fufpefted, becaufe of his private familiarity 
with Burleigh, and he delayed the matter very 
long, that plot came to nothing : for the which, 
upon his fubmiflion, he was notwithftanding fined 
in the ftar-chamber at five thoufand marks, which 
neverthelefs the queen did not infift upon : as alfo 
the plot of Powel of Sandford, one of the penfion- 
ers ; and of Owen, a gentleman belonging to the 
earl of Arundel, who intended to venture upon the 
fame aftion, had they not been reftrained by Rols, 
as not able to perform fo great an attempt, fmce , 
their abilities were not equal to fuch enterprizcs. 

Yet did many Englifh men haften the marriage 
between the queen of Scotland and the duke of 
Norfolk as much as they could •, for they had by 
their perfuafions brought him to think of the mar- 
riage with her again, contrary to the promife he 
had made ; which was firft difcovered by thefe 
means : 

Ridolph, the Florentine, whom we have fpoken 
of, being fent over fea into foreign countries, to 
negotiate for the queen of Scotland, had acquainted 
Charles Bailiff, a Flemming, one of her domeftics, 
with all his contrivances with the duke of Alva, 
and had delivered him letters wrote in cyphers to 
her, the Spanifh embaffadors Norfolk, Rofs, and 
the lord Lumley, all put into one packet, which 
Bailiff brought over with hiin, though Rofs had 

ordered 
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ordered him to leave tliem with ihe captain o^ 
Calais to be fent over: but, as loon as he arrived 
in Dover haven, he was apprehended a. id put into 
prifon ; but his packet of letters was lent to the 
lord Cobham, wardcnof the cinqv:e- ports; which 
things Rofs was immediately made acquainted 
with, and dealt lb dilieentiv and craftily with Cob- 
ham, who was not ignorant of the duke's counld, 
that that packet was delivered to him, and another 
with other old letters wrapped up, was delivered to 
the privy-counfellors -, and this was alio lignilied to 
Bailiff. Yet he, being upon the rack, confefled 
fome things, and, amongil other, that a packet of 
letters came to the hand of Rol's. This came to 
the knowledge of Rofs alio, who forthv/ith very 
wifely fent away Cuthberc, his fecretar)', and laid 
afide his cyphers and privy characters, with other 
things which might bring trouble, at his friends 
houlcs ; fo that when Suilex, Burleigh, Mildmay, 
and Sadier, fearchcd his houfe moll narrowly, 
they found nothing, nor could wring nothing out- 
of him with interrogations •, as he ilill infilled, 
that an embaflador was not to be compelled to give 
an account of his aftions, and make any anfwers^ 
to any but his own prince. Yet, on the next day, 
Rofs was delivered to the bilhop of Ely to keep ; 
and fliortly after he was fent into the iQe of Ely v 
alfo fii' Thomas Stanley, fir I'homas Gerard, 
knights ; and Rolfton, of whom I have fpokcn, 
were fent to the Tower of Lonvlon: and Henry 
1 Toward, who hud fued to the archbifhop of Yorky 
upon fufpicion was committed to tl>e keeping of 
the arclibilhop of Canterbury. 

About the fame time, the ciiieen of Scotland hait 
fent a certain fum of money to the lM*encIi embaf- 
fador for her friends in Sc(jtland. I le delivered it 
to Biirkcr and lligford, who accjuainting the duke 

with 
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with the matter, delivered it to one Brown, a citi- 
zen of Shrewsbury, a retainer of the duke's, to be 
carried by Banifter and Lander into Scotland, to 
the lord Herris. Brown being fufpicious, when 
he perceived by the weight, that they had delivered 
the money in gold and not in filver, delivered it 
and the letters to the privy-counfellors. 

It was hereupon obferved by fome intelligent 
perfons, that this was the firft time that the duke 
committed treafon, in that he had given aid to 
Herris and the Scots, proclaimed enemies, who 
had depopulated the Englifli borders. Hereupon 
Higford was caft into prifon, and immediately 
confefled all he knew concerning the money, and, 
at the fame time, he told them in what places he 
had hidden the letters, cyphers, and the narrative 
of the queen of Scotland, under the mat and in 
the tiles. 

In this, the queen of Scotland exprefled her 
mind as follows : " The French king allowed the 
conference appointed with the Scots, and that they 
propofed the marriage of Anjeou with queen Eli- 
zabeth, for no other purpofe, but that they might, 
with the better colour deny their aid, promifed to 
reftore her : that they fecretly fought to hinder htr 
marriage with don John d'Auftria -, and that they 
favoured exceedingly the marriage with Norfolk, 
upon malice to the Spaniard : That the duke of 
Alba did difallow the purpofe of fending back the 
queen of Scotland into Scotland, fo much, that he 
thought thereby would be wrought not only the 
utter deftruftionof the queen, but alfo of the Ro- 
mifh religion in all Britain ; becaufe that the queen 
returned into Scotland would be in danger of fiege, 
or elfe of neceffity put to the adventure of a battle 
with the rebels, who may eafily get her into their 
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hands, by the help of the Englifli, before foreigrf. 
aid could come to help her. Therefore, fmce me 
cannot be in llitety in Scotland, and no hope of 
help was likely to be out of France, turmoiled 
with civil wars, the moll convenient courle feemcd 
for her, to refort for foccour to the king of Spain» 
wlio had offered to marry her to don John d'Au- 
jftria, which yet (lie would rcfule, upon condition 
that the romilh religion miglit be rellored in Britain 
by Norfolk : and allb^ that hei fon might fpecdily 
be conveyed out of Scotland and fent into Spain'; 
lor lb he nvght be kept in fiifety, inftrufted m his 
tender years in the romilh religion ; and withall, 
all pretext taken from the Scots, who ufe his ay- 
vhority and nan^e to countenance their rebellion. 
For the working of thele things, aixl tb<: procuring 
of foreign aid, Ridolph was with ip«ed to be fcnt 
away, and admonilhed fecretly to keep thele things 
from the French king by all means." 

When the privy-counfellors had received tliis 
narrative, the letters 1 above-mentioned, and others 
lent from tlie pope, and Barker being taken, had 
confeffed all thefc things ; lir Ralph Sadlier was 
commanded to watch the duke's houfe, at the 
Charter houfein London, with a band of foldicr&w 

'J'he next day, the duke himfelf being examined, 
(not knowing what his-l'ervants had confeffed, and 
tliinking that the narrative had been burned, and 
the letters alio) denied all things ftoutly. A day 
or two after,, namely, oi\ the feventh day of Sep- 
tember, he was conveyed to the Tower of Lon- 
lion again by fir Ralph Sadleir, fir Thomas Smith, 
iir 1 hrnry Nevil, and dodlor Wilfon : and then 
Banider, who was the duke's lawyer, and the carls 
of Arundel and Southampton, the lords Lumlcy 
and Cobham, aiul Tliomas his brother, Hen^y 

Fwrcy^ 



^rcy, Lowde'r, Powel, Goodyere, and others, 
were put in prifon ; who every one, in hope of 

-/jardon, told all they knew. 

As foon as the commirfioners fhewed him the 
confetnoris of thel'e men, the letters of the queeii 
of Scotland, and of Rofs, with the narrative, he 
was aftonithed ; but, beholding the commentary, 
with the letters which he thought had been burn- 
ed, he broke out into thcfe words : " I am betrayed 
'* and undone by my fervants, becaufe I know not 
'* how to diftruft, which is the finew of wifdom.'* 
, But, he befought the commifTioners humbly to 
rpeak to the queen in his behalf, promifing that he 
.would conceal nothing that he knew ; and folemnly 
protelfirig that he approved nothing which was 
injurious to the queen or prejudicial.to the realm ; 
.and, that he entirely difapproved of the plots to 
furprize the queen and tl:e Tower of London, and 
to let at liberty the queen of Scotland ; tind, that 
he never had a defigh to bring in any foreign forces, 
but only to lupprefs the Scots that rebelled againft 
the queen. 

The fame day, being examined lipon fifty arti- 
cles, more or lefs, he concealed nothing. Then 
.all the courfe of the bufinefs was declared in the 
Star-cnamber, a great alTembly of noblemen, the 
mayor and aldermen of London, being prefent ; 
and afterwards to all the citizens in the Guild-hall j 
by William Fleetwood, the recorder. 

But, when' the bifhop of Rofs was accufed- by 
the confefhon of every one of them, and by the 
duke alio, as the , author of the defign, a (erious 
Confultation was held, what was to be done with 
him, as he was an cmbaiTador -, for he, thinking 
it lawful for him to promote the affairs of his 
prince by any manner of means, and not to be 
brouglit in queftion of law upon the inviolable 
N 2 privilege 
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privilege of rnibiifHidors in a foreign court, had 
done many things longfiiKe turbulcntly, bykind- 
linj; a eommotion, nnd having nightly conferences 
with the earl of Southampton and others, and now 
again wiih the Isnglifli fugitives in the Low- 
Countries, the duke of Alba, the king of Spaing 
and the pope, concerning the invafion of Eng- 
land : therefore the eaufe was nropofcd to David 
Lewis, Valentine Dale, William Aubrcy» and 
1 lenry Jones, dodlors of the civil law, 

** I. Firrt, Whether an embiifl'ulor, tliatraifeth 
•* or procure! !» rehrllion aj^ainll a prince unto 
** whom he is embaOador, may enjoy the privilcjgeft 
** of an embartiulor, and not be lubjefl: to punifli- 
** ment a.-; an enemy ?" 

'I'hey anfwcred, " Such an embaflfador, by the 
•* law of nations, and civil law of the Romans 
** hatli forfeited all the privilrgrs of ancmbaflkdor, 
•* and was Ivibjed to punifhment." 

** 2. Secondly, Whether an agent of a prince, 
** who is deprived by pul)lic authority, and in 
•* whofe place another is (rownnl, may enjoy the 
** j)rlvilefi;c: of an enil)a(Iad()r ?" 

They anlV/end, ** If liuh a ju'inee br lawfully 
** de|irive(l, hi; ajn-ni cannot thallenge the privi- 
" lejre of ail emballiulor, fmee none but they 
** whidi liave the iij';Iusof an ablbluie prince can 
** appoiiii einlriflinlorK/" 

"" ^, 'I'liiiJIy, Wlieiher a prince, who fhall 
" (OM'.e into I he Linf;dom of another prince, and 
*•*• he IsejM \\\ pril'>n, may have his a/'^ent v and 
**• wlieilu 1- lie fj" |.) !)«' a( (■oiMii<*d ati einballlidor ?" 

'riicy aiil\ver."(l, '•• H* \\a\\ ,i prinec, who Ihall ' 
** (7)'ne ImO) ilie kir.;'.i.;ni (,{* Minyi!;.'!' prince, and 
" be k''[=i in priloii, h:»!h iv>i !ol! I-i'i |Min«;ipality, 
** lie may ha/t: an •';^;'.:nt ; l)Ut, v;hcihcr that pro- 

" curator 
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** curator may be reputed an embaflador that de- 
*' pendeth on the authority of his commiffion or 
** delegation.'* 

" 4. Fourthly, Whether, if any fuch prince do 
*' denounce and tell to fuch an agent and prince, 
*' being in prifon, that this procurator fhall be ac- 
** counted no longer for an embaflador ; whether 
*' this procurator by the law may challenge the 
** privileges of an embaflador ?" 

They anfwered, " The prince may forbid the 
*' embaflador from coming into the realm, and 
*' command him to depart out of the realm, if he 
** does not confine himfelf within the bounds pre- 
*' fcribed to an embaflador ; yet, in the mean 
*' time, he may ufe and enjoy the privileges of an 
*' embaflador, according to the authority given 
*' him by his commifllon." 

After thefe anfwers of the learned lawyers, Rofs 
being brought back out of the ifle of Ely, was fe- 
verely reprimanded, and told by the counfellors, 
that he was no longer to be acknowledged as an 
embaflador, but, as a contriver of treafons, to be 
feverely puniflied. 

He anfwered. That he was the embaflador of 
an abfolute queen unjufl:ly deprived : that he had 
dealt diligently, according to his place and duty, 
for the liberty x>{ his prince, and the good of both 
the kingdoms : that he came into England with a 
fufficient authority (which he fliewed) with the 
mofl: ample authorityof an embaflador ; and, that 
the facred rights and privileges of embaflTadors are 
not to be violated upon any account. 

Burleigh told him, that neither the privileges 
of embaflage, nor letters of public credit, protect 
embafladors who offend againft the public majcfly 
of the prince, but that they are fubjedl to punifli- 

N 3 menf. 
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ment ; othenviic it m-ght be lawful for wicked 
cmbaffadors to attempt any thing againft the lives 
of princes. 

He, on the other fuic, perfiftcd in maintaining, 
that the rights and privileges of embafladors were 
never violated by the courfe of law ; but, to ufe 
his own words, •'' by the way of faft j" and vaunt- 
ingly requefted them not to ufe him with more ri- 
gour than was ufed to the Englilh embaflador 
Throgmorton in France, and to Tamworth and 
Randolph in Scotland, who had raifed fedition .and 
openly maintained it ; and had not any other pu- 
nilhmer.t, but only were commanded to depart 
within a time appointed. 

When they urc;ed him with the tcftimonies of 
Englifli men, he, with fair words, rcquellcd them 
not to do fo, fince it was a long received cuftom, 
which was orown to a law, as he faid. That the 
icftimony ot a Scot againil an Englifli man, and of 
an Engliili man againil a Scot, was not to be re- 
ceived. 

After much altercation, whether this was to be 
allowed, except between the borderers of both the 
kingdoms, and that alio in matters of the borders^ 
and then whether the Enq;lifli embafladors had 
raifed and follered rebellions -, Rol's was committed 
to the Tower of London, where he was kept very 
cloi'e, and annvered in brief to alf the interroga- 
tories, with that caution and warrinefs, that his 
anfwers could hurt no body. He excufed ihc 
queen of Scotland, fince flie, being a priibner, 
and in the flower of her age, could not but fcek 
all tlie me.;ns fhe could of liberty, fince queen 
Elizabeth excluded lier from all accefs to her, put 
her out of all hope of her libe-^ty, and openly 
maintained her adverfaries. He excufed the duke, 
affirming t!ia; he had dealt nothing in the marriage 

witl^ 
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tvith the queen of Scotland, but with the confent 
of moft of the queen's council : adding, that lie 
could not leave her (though he had promifed fo 
to do under his hand) for that there had paflTed a 
mutual rcpromiffion of future marriage between 
them before thlt time. 

Laftly, he exculed himfelf, fince he, being an 
embaflador, could not, without a great offence, 
ibrfake his duty, and abandon his fovereign prin- 
cefs in her affliftion and advcrfity; and, that he 
propofed the taking of queen Elizabeth for no 
other caufe, but to try the duke's mind, whether 
he flood conftant and refolute. 

But the crimes of the other he extenuated with 
addrefs, and by no means could be induced to tell 
the names of the noblemen that promifed to help 
the duke to furprize the queen : but he confefTed 
that he, by the queen of Scotland's orders, afked 
advice of the duke, Arundel, I.umley, and Throg- 
morton, by their fervants that came to and fro, 
and the vifcount Mbuntague by Lumley, concern- 
ing the delivery of the caftlcs in Scotland, the 
hoftages, the delivery of the king of Scotland to 
the Englilh, and the reftoring of the Englifh re- 
bels. 

Thus much of thefe matters this year out of the 
duke's confeffions, and the narrative of Rofs him- 
felf, written with his own hand, fent to the queen 
of Scotland.. 

Matthew, earl of Lenox, regent of Scotland, 
grandfather to the king, had fummoned an aflem- 
bly of the eftates at Stirling, in the king's name, 
where living fecurely, he was taken on the fudden 
by the noblemen of the contrary fa<5lion, who held 
a parliament at Edinburgh at the fame time in the 
queen's name. He had furrendered himielf 10 
Pavid Spenff gf Wormefton, who exerting himfelf 
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to the ntmoft to fave his life, was flain, together 
with the regent, who had governed the realm -for 
the king his grandcliild but fourteen months, by 
Bell anU Cduldcr. In his plare was fubftituted, by 
the voices of the king's fadion, John Arelkin> 
earl of M ir, who died after he had been regent 
but tlilrtcen months. 

Thefe c!:ingerous times produced, in the parlia« 
mcnt held in England, this law : It was made 
treafon, if any attempted any harm or hurt, made 
war, or moved any other to rail'c war, againft the 
queen. If any affirmed that Ihe poflefled not the 
crown rightfully, but that others had more right to 
the crown •, or did fay that flie was an heretic, 
fchifmatic, or infidel; did ufurp the right of the 
kingdom during her life, or Ihall fay that any 
other hath right to the crown, or that the laws and 
ftatutes cannot define and bind the right of the 
crown, and the fucccffion of the fame. If any in 
the queen's life, by written or printed book, ex- 
prefly affirm, that any is or ought to be heir or 
fucceffor to the queen, befides the natural iffue of 
her own body ; or fliall print or fell any books or 
fchedules to that cffeft ; he and his fautors for the 
firft time Ihall be imprifoned a whole year, and 
lofe half his goods •, and, for the fecond oflFence, 
incur premunire -, that is, to lofe all his goods and 
lie in prifon for ever. 

This feemed fbmewhat fcvere to many who were 
of opinion, that the tranquillity of the realm would 
be eftablilhed by the defignation of a certain heir : 
but many obfccnc jefts were made upon that 
claufc, " Befides the natural ififue of her body," 
fince tiie lawyers call them natural that are born 
out of matrimony; but the legitimate they call, 
out of tlie form of words ulcd in the law of Eng- 
land, Children of his body lawfully begotten ; in- 
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fo'much that, being a young man, 1 heard it often 
faid, that the word was thruft into the aft by Lei- 
ccftcr, to the intent that he might, at one time or 
other, force upon them, againft th^ir wiii3j fome 
bailard fon of his, as the natural iflUe of the 
queen. 

An aft was made alfo, at this parliament, th^t 
it fhould be treafon to reconcile any to the church 
of Rome, by any bulls or referipts of the popes^ 
or any that were reconciled : they that abetted 
the reconcilers, or brought in any Agnus, Dci- 
grana, crucifixes, or other things confecrated by 
the pope, into England, fhould incur the penalty 
of premunire. And that it fhould be mifprifion of 
ti^afon in them, that did not difcover their recon^ 
cilers. 

It was moved in the fame parliament, that if 
the queen of Scodand offended again againfl the 
laws of England, that they might proceed againft. 
her, according to the law, as againfl the wife of a 
peer of the kingdom of England : but the queen 
would not fufFcr it to pafs. • 

On the fixteenthday of January, Thomas How- 
ard, duke of Norfolk, was arraigned at Wcft- 
minfler-hall, before George Talbot, earl of Shrewf^ 
bury, appointed for that day lord high (leward of 
England-, and, on both fides of him fat the peers, 
namely, Reynold Grey, earl of Kent, Thomas 
Ratcliff, earl of SufTex, Henry Haflings, earl of 
Huntingdon, Francis RufTel, earl of Bedford, 
Henry Herbert, earl of Pembroke, Edward Sey- 
mour, earl of Hertford, Ambrofe Dudley, earl of 
Warwick, Robert Dudley, earl of Leiccfter, Walter 
Devereux, vilcount Hereford, Edward Clinton, ad- 
miral, William lord Howard of Effingham, cham- 
berlain, William Cecil, lord Burghley, fecretary, 
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Artliur, lortl Grty, of Wilton, Janici Blount, 
lonl Mountjoy, Willi;un lord Sands, 'I'homai, lord 
Went worth, William, lord Burrough, Lewis, 
lord Morthiunt, John PowUt, lord St. John of 
Malinf^, UoUcn, lonl Kich, Roger, lord North, 
Jsdinniui Hruf/rs, lord C .handoi«, Oliver, lord St, 
Jr)hn i)t' li\c I nclhoo^ 'i'KomasSatkvillc?, lord Buclc« 
h\iill, uiul William Well, lord Drlawarr. • 

iSilri\a* hrijic, nuidr, the Icttrrs-paienis of the 
<omn»iHi')ii wtMv ri-ijd i then a white wand was 
dellvcicil tr) ihr loul Steward, by Garter king at 
;iiiii.s, whit h lie Ihortly alter delivered to the fer- 
j«Miu at arnvi, who llood hy, and held it up all 
ihc while. Then the eails and barons were culled 
by thi Ji names, and every one made anlwer to 
iiis naiiH'. 

'i'hfii (ilenfr was made again, and i)ie lieute- 
nant. (;1 the 'J'ower wa.s (onunanded to return hi* 
precept, and to brinp the duketr) the bar, forth- 
with. 1 l(- wasbiou^ht in, and iir Owen lloploti 
liood on the one lide of him, and (ir Peter Ca- 
lew on thr other lide-, and next by him, llorxl 
d njan liolding an axe, with the edge from the 

duke. 

silence being made again, the clcik of tho 
rrown lJM)ke thus to the tkike : *^ Thoiiias, duke 
'* of Niiifolk, late iii Keningale, in the tgunty of 
*' Norl'olk, hold up iliy hand:*' (which, when Im 
had ilone, the cleik read tlie indjtlmcnt with a 
loud voice, that is to liiy, 'i'hat, in the eleventh 
year gf qu/*en I'Ji/abeih, and after the duke did 
iraiieroully devife to deprive her of her crown, 
40(1 to kill her, and to raife war againlt her, and 
to bring in foreign forte.** to invade die realm. 
J'hat, whereas he knew Mary, late queen of 
j)eoiland, Ijad thumecl the diatlem of luigland^ 
V»nl» tl'i' tide and arm."> thereof, yet he, without 

the 



M A R Y Queen of S C O i' 5. . 195 

I 
, / 

the queen's knowledge, intended to marry her, 
and lent her a great fum of money, contrary to 
the proniifc he had made under his own hand. 
That, whereas he knew the earls of Northumber- 
land and Weftmoreland, Markenfield, and others, 
Jaad raifed a rebellion againft the queen, and were 
fled into Scotland ; he afFifted them with money. 
That, in the thirteenth year of the queen, he by 
ktters, requefbed aid of men from pope Pius 
Qiiintus, the profefled enemy of the queen, the 
king of Spain, and die duke of Alba, to deliver 
the queen of Scotland, and to reftore popery to 
England. Laftly, that he gave aid to Herris a 
Scot, and other enemies of the queen in Scot- 
land. 

This being read, the clerk afked the duke, 
;vhcther he was guilty of thefe crimes or no ? 

He required, that if it were lawful by the law; 
he might have a lawyer appointed him to plead his 
caufe. Catlin, chief juftice, anfwered, that it 
was not lawful. 

The duke faid, " It is meet that I fubmit my- 
.** felf to the opinion of the judges-, but there may 
•** be many dark and obfcure points in this bufi- 
.*' nefs; neither underftood I of my arraignment 
^' till within this fourteen hours ; I was kept from 
" books ; now 1 fee, I am to fight for my life 
** without weapons : yet I have heard, that a 
'* lawyer wa$ afligned to Humphry Stafford in a 
" cafe of trcafon, in the reign of Henry VIL" 

l^yer, chief julHce of the Common-Pleas, an- 
fwered. That a lawyer was afligned to Stafford 
about the privilege of the lan6tuary,.from whence 
lie was taken away by force -, and, that he an- 
fu'crcd for liimiblf without a lawyer .for the trea- 
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The duke faid, " I muft fpeak this day for 1117 
** life, my goods, for my children ; and that ' 
'* which is moft to be refpedled, for my loyalty 
" and honefty, (let honour go by:) yet, let me 
" afk one queftion. Whether that the enumera- 
*' tion of the crimes muft be holden for true in 
" every part, and to which part I muft an- 
" fwer ?" 

Catlin faid, When the caufes be true, the enu-? 
meration is alfoto be accounted true. 

** I defire to be told, faid the duke, whether 
i« every fingular thing be treafon -, for I have 
*' heard, in the caufe of the lord Scroopc, in the. 
" reign of Henry IV." 

As he would have faid more, the clerk of the 
crown interrupted him, fpeaking aloud ; " Tho- 
" mas, duke of Norfolk, art ihou guilty, or not 
*' guilty ?" He faid. Not gulty. 

The cleik alked him again, How wilt thou be 
** tried ?" 

" I commend, faid he, my caufe to God and 
** my peers •, the heinoufnefs of my crimes wound- 
** eth my heart -, but the benignity of her majefty, 
*' from whom I could expeft no more, doth rc- 
*' comfort me •, and, I befecch you, my lord 

fteward, that I may be dealt with according to 

law -, and that my memory may not be oppref- 

fed with the confufed variety of things. That 
*' I have you my peers and judges, I acknow- 
" ledge myfelf happy, for, unto many of your 
*' integrity I would commit my life. I, trufting 
*' unto mine innocency, did not fly, but yet I 
" cannot but ino;enuoufly confefs, that I have 
*' tranfgrefled agalnft the queen, but in no trea- 
" fon. I bclcech you let not thofe things of 
** fmaller moment be put amongft the other of 
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Thenfaid Barham, the queen's ferjeant at law, - 
the crimes of treafon whereof thou artindifted, are 
thefe ; Thou didft devife to deprive the queen of 
her realm and of her life : thou didft intend to 
marry the queen of Scotland : thou didft fend for 
foreign power to invade the realm : thou didft 
affift the rebels, and didft help the Scots, enemies 
to the queen. 

The duke interrupted him, faying, " Barham, 
*' I pray you do not aggravate the matter with 
'^ words, in objefting the marriage, and other 
** things, which do not amount to treafon/* 

Barham, turning to the noblemen, urged the 
matter, faying, He that would .marry her that 
claimeth the kingdom, the fame man defireth and 
feeketh after the kingdom -, but this the duke be- 
gan when he was one of the commiffioners at 
York, to hear the caufe of the queen of Scotland ; 
at which time he was fwarn to weigh indifferently 
and uprightly the accufations and defences on both 
Hdes. 

The duke faid, " That caufe hath fundry parts, 
** which are without the compafs of treafon.*' 

The fteward of England bid the duke not to 
ufe fuch digreffions from the purpofe : and, when 
Barham ftill urged it, with a loud voice, he ac- 
knowledged, that the queen 6f Scotland had 
claimed the realm of England as due to her, but 
that flie had given over the claim long fince. 

Barham, to the contrary, fhewed how flie had 
not left off the claim, becaufe fhe had not yet 
made a relcafe or renunciation, thereof; and he 
accufed the duke heinoufly, for.having taught the 
delegates of Scotland wliat to fay -, and this from 
the confeflion of the bifhop of Rofs. 

The duke confeffed, that Lidington propofed 
the marriage to him, and that he rcfufed it; and 

that 
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that he told them nothing ; and rcqucftqd, that 
the bilhop of Rofs might be produced bcfor* 
him. 

Then Barham infilled at large iipon many 
things which have been mentioned before, to 
prove that the duke afpired to the fovereignty^i 
and flood much upon this point : What clfc 
could the duke propofe to himfelf in marrying 
the queen of Scotland, a woman without goods, 
without kingdom, (her ion bcinji; now eftablifhcd 
in the realm of Scotland) but that lie might get, 
by her means or right, the kingdom of KnglancV, 
and confequently deprive the cjueen of her life 
and kingdom ? 

The duke faid, '* Thefc- things are flir fercht 
'* to convince me to have imagined the depriva- 
** tionand dellruAion of the queen." 

I will con^e nearer, faid Hrahani \ it is not urf- 
known that you deviled with others, to furprize 
the tower of London, which is the cliiefell hold 
of l^ngland, lo that it neceflarily follows, that 
you theii compafTcd the dellrucition of the queen, 
iince kingdoms cannot endure a partner. 

I'he duke denied not, that one i lopton put in- 
to his head the furprizing the 'lower, but that Ii^ 
rcjecled the propofitioii : Why then, laid Bra- 
ham, didll thou a(k the carl of Pembroke's ad- 
vice, wlio diflliadcd thee ? 

Barham went on, and urged him, that when 
the queen requeftcd of the infant king of Scot- 
land certain calUcs, and the Mnglifli rebels to he 
delivcrell out of Scotland, the duke fccretly re- 
quired the Scots not to conl'ent thereunto. He 
acculed him alio of having*; attempted privily to 
Ileal away lite queen of Seotlaiul out of prilbn; 
and this was alter he h:id loleninly promiled to 
Hieddle or deal with her jkj Uiore. 

Then 
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' Then Candifli was brought in witnefs againft: 
him •, that the duke had a refolute . purpofe to 
marry her •, and that he afked him, if he could 
draw his uncle to his fide if queen Elizabeth 
died. ^ 

The duke utterly denied thefe things, and re- 
jefted his tellimony, as that of an indigent man 
that was ready to depofe any thing. Moreover, 
it was made appear, that the duke fent his man 
to the earls of ^forthumberland and Weftmore- 
iand, to advife them not to rife in rebellion, as >a 
thing that would prove very dangerous. Alfo, 
the letters of the queen of Scotland were pro- 
duced ; wherein fhe lamented, that Northum- 
berland was 'intercepted before he was ready, to 
rife. 

To thefc things the duke anfwered: " Thefe 
'* reafons do not probably prove, that he com- 
** pafled the de(lru6tion of the queen ; and that 
*' nothing yet brought againft him, was of any 
^^ moment, but only the teftimony of the bifhop 
'^ of Rofs ; neither was this to be received, fince 
" he was a foreigner, citing the authority of Brac- 
*' ton, the moft learned lawyer of bur land ; that 
^' he never made fuch reckoning of Northumber- 
*^ land and Weftmoreland, that he would put his 
'' life into their hands ; but relied and trufted fo 
*' much unto his innocence, that he had never fo 
*' much as a thought to fly.'* 

Gerard, the queen's attorney^ faid. It was evi- 
dent, that he intended to marry the queen of Scot- 
land to work the queen's deftrufbion : that it was 
alfo evident, that he deliberated about invading' 
the realm, by the letters to the pope, the king of 
. Spain, and the duke of Alba. All his dealings 
with Ridolph were then well known, by the ie- 
cret cyphers and charafteriftical notes hidden un- 
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der the . tiles of Howard-hdufe -, alfo by the let- 
ters (which he commanded to be burned) found 
in the mats in the entry of the chamber ; and all 
thefe things may be proved out of the examina- 
tions of them who were not terrified with tor- 
ments, nor attainted of treafon. 

To theTe matters the duke faid, " Of the con- 
** fultation of the pope and the king of Spain, I 
** was neither author nor fautor ; yea, I always dif- 
*' liked them. Let them be punifhed that com- 
*' mitted the fault, and let them not charge me, 
*' to excufe themfelves." 

Furthermore, Gerard accufed the duke of hav- 
ing talked with Ridolph of the landing of ten 
thoufand foldiers out of Flanders at Harwich, a 
haven in Effex ; and this from the examination 
of Barker : and added, that letters were written" 
and fent by Ridolph to the king of Spain and the 
duke of Alba j to which, although the duke did 
not fubfcribe, yet, that he fent, by the advice of 
Rofs, Barker his fecrctary, to the Spanifli embaf- 
fador, to aflure them that they were his very let- 
ters. 

The duke faid, " My memory faileth me, neither 
*• can it call to mind fuch intricate variety of mat- 
ters. You lawyers have your brief notes, I am put 
to anfwer extempore. This is alfo improbable, 
that I fhould deal with the pope, to whofe reli- 
*' gion I was always an adverfary. I had rather be 
pulled in pieces by horfes, than revolt from the 
religion I profefs. The fituation of Harwich 
doth eafily confute all this accufation. Who 
**' feeth not, how hard a matter it is to bring an 
" army through that country, which is all cn- 
" clofed, and moll troublefome, with narrdw 
*' ways ? If I had imagined to make war againft 
** my prince, I fhould, doubtlefs, have furnilhcd 
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*' myfclf with annour •, but, in the feven whole 
** years, I have not bought any more than eight 
•* corflets, and no gunpowder at all-, I would 
** never have committed fuch letters unto Bar- 
*' leer's fidelity, but rather unto Banifter, whom I 
** efteemed above many Barkers," 

Then the letters of the bifhop of Rofs were 
produced, fent from prifon to the queen of Scot- 
land, and intercepted; from which the former 
things were confirmed. 

The duke defircd to fee the letters -, for he 
feemed to doubt that they were counterfeit ; but 
the lord-fteward faid. Doubt npt, that they are 
'written with Rofs's own hand. Another fhort let- 
ter, written with oker by the duke, commanding 
his man to burn a bundle of letters hidden in a 
certain place, and to lay the fault upon Rofs, who 
might eafily efcape the law, by the privilege of an 
cmbaflador, was alfo produced. 

To thefe letters the duke faid, " I bei^g certi- 
" ficd^ that it was divulged among the common 
-^* people, that I had accufed many, I anfwered in 
** that fliort letter ; and, when I faw all places nar- 
** rowly fearched, I commanded that bundle to be 
** burned, that I might keep many men from 
«' trouble." 

Bromley, the queen's folUcitor, fhewed the let- 
ters of Ridolph, wherein he fignified, that the 
duke of Alba approved their defign j and alfo the 
pope's letter to the duke, dated the tenth of 
May. 

Then Wilbraham made Jln eloquent Ipeech 
concerning the credit of the tcftimonies of the 
bifhop of Rofs, and of the duke's fervants. 

To which the duke faid, " I have not the (kill 
•' to refel fo- polifhed and rhetorical a fpeech ; yet 
•* the orator, as 0dUful as he is, for all that, left 
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' ** out what the force of fear is, which oftentimes 
*' quelleth and daunteth a good courage ; and 
** again, he commended and urged Braflon againft 
•' the credit of foreign witneflcs." 

Catlin, chief juftice, made anfwer. In fucfh 
caufcs as thefe, the teftimonies of foreigners arc 
allowable, and that it was at the difcretion of the 
peers to give credit to rejcft fuch teftimonies. 

They then came to prove that the duke had af* 
fifted the rebels after they were fled ; which ap- 
peared from the letters of the countefs of Nor- 
thumberland, in which (he gave thanks to the 
duke for the money fecretly fcnt to her and her 
hufband. 

As concerning the laft objeftion, about aflift- 
ing the Scots, enemies to the queen, it was proved 
out of the dukc*s letters to Banifter, out of the 
confeflion of Banifter, and the money delivered to 
Brown of Shrewftjury, 

Here the duke afked the judges, " Whether 

the fubjefts of another prince, confederate with 

the queen, 'may be accounted enemies to the 

queen ?'* Catlin anfwered. They might 5 and 

that the queen of England may make war with 

fome duke bf France, and yet, at the fame time» 

be in amity with the king of France. 

When night approached, the lord fteward aflced 
the duke what he had more to fay for himfelf ? 
He anfwered, " I put my truft in the equity of 
•* the laws.** 

The lord-fteward commanded the lieutenant of 
the Tower to take the duke afide ; and then filence 
being made, he turned to thee peers, and f^d, 
** Ycu have heard how Thomas, duke of Norfolk, 
•* hath been indifted of high-trcafon, who hath 
** pleaded not guilty, and put himfelf unto God 
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^^ and to you ^ therefore it is your part, to con- 
*' fider among you, whetlier he be guilty or no, 
** and to declare your opinion according to your 
*' confcience, and upon your honour ; and, at the 
fame time, he bid them go afide, and confult 
with each other. 

After a (hort tirrte, they returned to theii* 
places •, then the fteward, beginning at the low- 
eft, faid, " My lord Delaware, is Thomas duke 
" of Norfolk guilty of the crimes of high treafon, 
" whereof he is indifted, or not guilty ?" He 
rifing up, and laying his hand on his breaft, faid* 
" guilty," In like manner were they all afked in 
their order. 

Then the duke was brought again to the bar ; 
unto whom the lord fteward fpoke in this man- 
ner : " Thomas, duke of Norfolk, thou haft been 
" indidcd of iimdry high trcafons, and put thy- 
*' felf to be tried by God and thy peers, who have 
" found thee guilty •, haft thou any thing to fay* 
" why judgment ftiould not be given againft 
thee ?" he anfwered, " The will of God (who 
*' will judge between me and my falfe accufers) 
" be done." 

All men now keeping filence, the edge of the 
axe was turned towards him : then Barham, for 
the queen, requefted the lord fteward to give 
judgment ; which he (weeping) did, in thefe for- 
mal words : " Foraimuch as thou, Thomas, duke 
" of Norfolk, haft been indided of high treafon, 
** and haft pleaded not guilty, and haft put thy^ 
"felf upon thy peers, who have found thee guil- 
" ty ; therefore this bench doth adjudge, that 
'' thou ftialt be led back from hence to the Tower 
*' (from whence thou camcft) and from thence 
** laid on a hurdle, ftialt be drawn unto the place 
*' of execution, and there be hahged, cut down 

O 2 ** alive. 



ao4 The L I F E and D £ AT H of 



** alive, bowcUcil, tl.y head cut o(\\ thy body dU 
** vidcd into four quarters, to be diii)ofcd |,of at 
^' the quccn\s plcafurc : and lb our Lord have 
*• mercy on thy foul." 

The duke hearing thi.s judgment, liiid with a 
good courage; *• Judgment is given againft me, 
** as againft a traitor •, I truft in God, that^ex- 
" eluded from your fellow Ihip, I fliall enjoy the 
** celeftial fellowlhip \ I will rather prepare mv - 
" felf to die; I reCjucft this one thing, thaf, tlic 
" queen wooUi be good to my children and fcr- 
** vants, and fi;e my debts paid." 

A few days after, Barney and Mather were ex- 
ecuted, who confpired with Herle a ru/Ran, to kill 
fomeof the privy-counfellors, and to deliver the 
duke ; but Merle prelently dilcovcred the mat* 
ter, to whotti Barney llud Imiling (when he faw 
him brought to give evidence againft him) ** Herle, 
•* thou wentft but one hour before me, otherwife 
** I had ftood there in thy place to give evidence, 
** and thou hadft ftood here in my place to be 
•* hanged." 

Tliefe plots, and the like, which were manv, 
were taken hold of to haften the duke's death, 
which yet was deferred for four months. But, on 
the fecond day of June, at eight o*clock in the 
morning, the duke was led to a fcaffold, new- 
built on Tower-hill; and, when he was gone up, 
and Alexander Nowel, dean of St. Paul's, (who 
was there to comfort him) had required the peo- 
ple to be filent ; he laid, " It is no ftrange thing 
** for men to fulFcr death in this place, although 
•* I am the firft fince the queen's reign, God grant 
** I may be the laft ;" the people laid aloud, A- 
men. He continued as ft)llows: ** I acknow- 
** ledge, that my peers have ju(Uy found me gujl- 
•* ty, neither do I purpole to exwufe myfctf ; I do 
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iHgenuaufly confefs, that I have dealt with the 

Suecn of Scotlaod in weighty and important bu^ 
nc6, without the knowledge of my queen, 
which I ought not to have done ; for the which 
I was imprifoned;* But being let out, when I 
had fubmitted myfelf, and given my word, that 
*' I would not have any more to do with her ; yet 
" I confefs I have had, and that troubleth my 
^' confcienjce ^ but I neither promifed, nor fwore 
^' i% at the Lord's table (as the common report is) 
^^If^lked once with Ridolph, but nothing tp the 
*' hurt of the queen •, for very many koow> that I 
" had reckonings and accounts about money with 
" him upon bonds. I foynd him to envy th? 
^' tranquillity of E^nglapd, and tp be very fliarp* 
^' v/iLtcci to devlfe mifchief ; I faw (wo letters from 
'^ the pope, to which I aflcnted not •, neither did 
" I, to the rebellion in the North : I was never a 
'Vpapift ; ever fince I had any ideaof religion, • I 
" embraced the true religion, and put all my. 
" truft in the blood of Chrift my Redeemer ^nd 
*' Saviour j yet I cannot deny, but I had fome 
*' fervant.s ^nd familiar friends, which were ad- 
" diftcd unto the pope •, if I have finned againft 
^* Gpd, tl)e church, or proteftants therein, I h^tn^ 
*^ bly defire Qod and them tp forgive me.'' 

Thpn reciting a pfalm or two, he fakj with % 
loufl voice, " Into thy hai)ds, O Lord, I com^ 
*' mend my fpirit." Then he embraced Henry 
Lee, and whifpered a few word? in his ear, and 
alfo to No^el the dean, who, turning tp the peo* 
pie, faid, The dul^e defireth you to pray to God, 
jhat he . may have mercy upoi) himt and to be 
filent, that his mind may not be djftrafted. 
He forgave the executioner, and refufed the nap- 
Jcin, with which he offered to cover his eyes, and 
feiJ, ** fear not death. '* He kneeled awhile in 
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his prayers, and Nowel wirh hirn • then laying 
his head on the block, it w.i.. f. vercd from his 
body at one blow, and was Ihcwn to the people. 
by the executioner. 

Scarce ten diys after his execution, William, 
lord Delaware, Ralph Sadleir, Thomas Wilfon, 
tlo6lor of laws, and Thomas Bromley, the 
queen's follicitor, were fcnt to the queen of Scot- 
land, to expoflulatc criminally with her, for hav- 
ing ufurpcd the title and arms of tlie rcalftV of 
England, and had not relcafed nor rcnouitccci 
them , as was agreed in the treaty of Edinburgh i 
for ha ving fought to marry the duke of Norfolk 
without the queen's confent, adding that to get 
and obtain the fame marriage with the better 
fucccls by force, and to deliver the duke out of 
prifun, fhe had tried all means, by her agents and 
miniflers : that Ihc had raifed the rebellion in the 
North, had relieved the rebels, afier they were 
put to fight, in Scotland and the Low Countries 2 
that fhe liad made fuit, by Ridolph the Italian, 
foreign alfiftance, fion) the pope, from the king 
of Spain, and others, to invade l^nglalKl : that flic 
had conl'pired, with certain Englillimen, to take 
her by force out of jM'ifon, and to proclaim her 
cjueen of J.^ngland : tliat flie had received letters 
from the pope, wherein he promifed to chcrifl; 
her, as the hen does her chickens, and to ac- 
count them, that ftood for her, the true chil- 
dren of the cluirch. Laftly, that flie had pro- 
cured the j)oiK-.'s bull againft the queen, and had 
fufFered herfclf to be publicly called queen of 
England, by her fcrvants and minifters in foreign 
countries. 

To thefe things flie anfwered, with great forti- 
t\uleand refolution, (firfl: protelling, that flie wa? 
a fixe queen, and fubjecil to none) 

'' I. That 
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** I. That ihe haH not ufurped the title and 
*' arms of England ; but that the king of France^ 
" and her huftand, impofed them upon her, being 
^« very young, .and under the direftion of her 
*' hufband, and therefore not to be laid upon her 
*' for a fault : neither that (ht did wear or ufe 
*' them after her hufband's death ; neither that 
*' fhe will claim them as long as queen Elizabeth 
*' and her children lived. 

" 2. That (he never imagined any detriment 
*' or hurt to the queen, by her marriage with thp 
*^ duke of Norfolk, being perfuade^d it would be' 
'^ for the good of the commonwealth ; and that 
*' fhe did not renounce it, becaufe fhe had given 
*' her faith and troth unto him. 

*' 3. That fhe willed the duke, by fome means, 
*' to get away out of danger and prifon, which fhe 
^' did, out of tjie duty fhe owed to him as her 
*' hufband. 

*' 4. That fhe had not raifed rebellion, nor was 
*' privy to the fame, who was always mofl ready 
*' to reveal any attempts againfl the queen, if fhe 
*' would vouchfafe to hear herXpeak. 

" 5. That fhe never relieved thq Englifh re- 
^' bels, only that, in her letters, (he commended 
^' the countefs of Northumberland unto the duke 
^* of Alba. 

*' 6. That fhe ufed Ridolph (whom fhe knew to 
** fee highly in the pope's favour) in many mat- 
** ters, vet received no letters from him. 

*' 7. That fhe never moved any to attempt her 
** deliverance ; yet, that fhe willingly gave ear 
*' unto them that offered their labour therein ; 
*' and, for that purpofe, that fhe communicated 
♦* unto Rolflon and Hall a private charadter. 
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" 8. That (he had received fometlmcs letters 
•* from the pope, very pious and confolatory^ in 
*' which were no fuch phrafes of fpecch. 

" Q. That flie procured not the bull : that (he 
*' only law the copy thereof printed, and, when 
*' (he had read it over, that (he burned it. 

*' 10. That jf any in foreign regions write or 
*' name her otherwife than they ought to do, let 
*^ them anfwcr for it. 

1 1. That (he never by letters required aid of 

the pope, and the king of Spain, to invade Eng- 
^' land, but only to be reftored into her kingdom 
*' by their means, and that with the queen's 
*' privity. 

" 12. But, if any quedion or doubt be made of 
*' thofe letters of effefting the marriage by force of 
*' arms, (he requefted (fince (he was borne of the 
" royal blood of England) that (he might anfwer 
*' perfonally in the next parliament that was made 
.^' to be holden.'* 

At this time the French king, favouring the 
queen of Scotland and her party,, and the queen of 
England the king and his party) earneftly moved 
queen Elizabeth to deliver the queen of Scotland, 
-which the queenof England rcfufed to do, faying. 
In very truth, I keep the queen of Scotland in cuf- 
tody, after a fair manner, as a pledge of mine own 
fecurity, and of the fafety of England : but, when 
it came to light, that the aueenof Scotland intend- 
ed a fecret confederacy with the king of Spain, by 
the lord Seton, who landing in Effex dilguiied 
like a mariner, had promifed afTiftancc of men to 
the Scots, of the queen's party from Alba \ five 
was then kept ftraiter in prifon, and the kindnefs 
of the French toward her was greatly dimini(hcd. 

Shortly 
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Shortly after^ the league between England and 
France being concluded at Blois, and the? duke of 
Momorancy being fent into England to confirm 
the fame ; he, in a few words, in his matter's 
name, requefted, that as much favour might be 
ihewed to the queen of Scotland, as cpuld be 
without danger. That there might be a ceffatioa 
of arms in Scotland, and that concford might be 
eftablifhed there by parliament. 

He was anfwered, That more favour was fhewn 
to the queen of Scotland than flie deferved, and 
fhould be ihewn for the French king's fake, al- 
though the ftates of the kingdpm, who were now 
aflembled, thought the queen could be in no fe- 
curity without fome feverity being ufed towards 
her. As for the ceffation of arms, the queen had 
dealt diligently therein ; and, for that purpofc, 
had fent very lately Drury, the marflial of Ber- 
wick, with Crocus the French embaffador ; and 
that they, by no perfuafions, could bring Grange 
and the garrifons in the calHe of Edinburgh to 
.peace, being induced by hope of afliftance from 
France and the Low-Countries, though Huntley, 
and Hamilton Arbroth for the duke his father, 
had tjound themfelves under their hands, to ob-? 
ferve peace ; and the others of the queen's party, 
had given their word alfo. 

In Scotland, in the year 1573, James Douglas, 
e;arl of Mourton, by the means of queen Eliza- 
beth, was made regent in the place cdf the earl of 
Mar, who, having his authority cftablilhcd in the 
parliament, enadted in the king's name, certain 
laws, againft the papifts, and againft heretics j but 
the cuftody of the king, he confirmed to Alex- 
ander Areflcin ; for that the earl of Mar (to whom 
th? cullodj^ of the king of Scotland, in his mino- 
rity. 
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rity, belongs by a peculiar right) was under age, 
upon thcfc conditions, that is tofay, That' the par 
pills, and they of the other faAion, fhould be ut- 
terly excluded 't an carl might come in with two 
men, a baron with one man, other men alone^ and 
every one of thefe unarmed. 

And whereas queen Elizabeth, by Henry Kill!- 
grew, had prevailed on James Hamilton, duke of 
Challculeroy, George Gordon, earl of Huntley, 
who ftood tor the queen, to receive thefe condfi- 
tions-, namely, lo acknowledge the religion 
rflablifhed in Scotland : to fubmit themfelves to 
the king, and alfo to Mourton as his regent, and 
to his fucceffors in the government : to renounce 
the authority of all others : to account them trair 
tors by authority of parliament, that attempted 
any thing againlt the religion, the king or regent : 
that the lentence againft the Hamiltons and Gor- 
dons ihould be repealed, &c. 

But thefe conditions, William Kircaldy, lord of 
Grange, the lord Hume, Lidington, and the bi- 
(hop of Dunkelden, and others, who thought the 
queen of Scotland treated injurioufly, womd up- 
on no terms admit *, but fortified the callle of Edin- 
burgh, of which Grange was captain (place4 
therein by Murray) expedting afliflance from 
Trance and the duke of i^lba^ but fir William 
Drury being fent into Scotland with forces out of 
England to join with the Scots, the fame caftle 
was furrendered on the thirty- third day of thefiege, 
and fo the caftle, and all the prifoners were delif 
vcred to the regent, who hanged Kircakly with- 
out mercy, fpared Hume and others at the re* 
quell of queen Elizabeth ; Lidington was fent to 
Lieth, where he died, not without fufpicion of 
|)oifon« 

And 
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And to fecvire England from clandeftine attempt^ 
fit home (on the behalf of the queen of Scotland) 
John Lefly, biftiop of Rofs, who had fervcd hU 
queen faithfully, yet with the deftruftion of many 
men, and danger of more, was releafed from pri- 
fon, and commahded to quit England; whereupon 
he went into France, fearing Southampton, whom 
he had brought into trouble, and alfo Hemy How- 
ard, the duke of Norfolk's brother ; to mollify 
whofe anger he wrote an applogy. 

He was fcarce departed, but his fecret letter- 
carrier, Henry Cokin, was taken •, and by him 
was Morgan detefted, who, prompt to do fbme 
exploit for the queen of Scotland, forthwith fled 
away. A^^oc ^^d Goad, dodors of phyfic, and 
Francis Berty, becaufe they had a fecret corre- 
fpondence with her, were fome months in prifon : 
and, for the fame caufe, Henry Goodyer, and 
Rich^d Louder, were called to an account. 

In the mean while, Rofs did not negleft any 
duty of a moft faithful fubjeA to the queen of Scot- 
land, towards the emperor, the pope, the French 
king, and the catholic princes of Germany, who 
every one gave good words and hopes, but yet 
performed nothing, and alfo the duke of Alba, iij 
whom he put his greateft truft, at this time de-* 
parted out of fhe ' Low-Countries, to his great 
grief 

Henry, the third of that name, king of France, 
and his mother, did all that they could by fecfet 
praftices to get the young king of .Scotland into 
France, and to get Mourton out of his office 0/ 
regent, fending fccretly Scots out of the French 
guard for this purpofe into Scotland; which thing 
the queen of Scotland defired much, being per- 
fuadcd that, if her fon were In France out of dan- 
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ffcr, that {he and the papifts in England Ihould be 
dealt with more mildly. For hereupon (he thought 
it would come to pafs, that the faAion in Scotland, 
hitherto countenanced by the authority of the 
king's name, would decay and come to nothing \ 
and that the Englilh would fear him, whether ne 
rcfided in France or Scotland : and, as much did 
the French with the fame ; fecretly faring left the ' 
regent of Scotland, de^^ending wholly on the En- 
glifli, fhould diflfolve the ancient league between 
the Scots and the French. Yet, when the rcftent 
carncftly requefted that a league of mutual de^nce 
between England and Scotland might be made, 
he was not heard ; perhaps becaufe he requefted 
at the fame time that an annual penfion might be 
afligned to him, and to other Scotchmen. Bur 
they were lillcncd to who fattened a fufpicion up- 
on the queen of Scotland, the countefs and earl of 
Shrewfbury, as though they had endeavoured ti 
bring about a marriage between Charles^ uncle to 
the king of Scotland, to whom the king had lately 
in the parliament confirmed the earldom of Lenox, 
and Elizabeth Candiih, daughter to the counted 
of Shrewfbury, by her former huiband, without 
the queen*s knowledge : for which both their mo- 
thers were kept in prifon, and all the fault was laid 
upon the queen of Scotland : and, when leveral 
fufpicions grew concerning the intent and purpofe 
of this marriage, Henry, earl of Huntingdon, 
was made lord-prefident of the council in the 
north, with new and fecret inftruftions concerning 
this matter. 

This year, 1.7 75* died in Scodand the moft no* 
ble lord Jaipes Hamilton, duke of Chafteauleroy, 
and earl of Arr4n, who was dcfcended fix)m James, 
the fccond king of Scotland, by his daughter, whc) 

1m4 
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had been the tutor of queen Mary of Scotland, 
and governor of the kingdom while ih? was in her 
minority. 

At fuch time as he had delivered her to the 
French, he was made duke of Chafteauleroy in 
France, then chief of the three governors of Scot- 
land appointed by Mary in her captivity, and, in 
defending her caufe, he who was entirely unac- 
quainted with chicanery, was greatly perplexed by 
the praftices of turbulent and evil minded people. 

Don John of Auftria, had made a perpetual 
cdift at Gaunt, to give fatisfaftion to the ftates of 
the Netherlands for their . grievances •, which the 
prince of Orange utterly condemning, oppor- 
tunely heard, tHat Don John intended to marry 
the queen of Scotland -, which he gladly laid hold 
of, and forthwith informed queen Elizabeth of it 
by Famier, in order to render heraverfe to peace; 
yet fhe, as though (he had been ignorant of it, by 
Daniel Rogers declared her joy at the perpetual 
edift of peace, though now flie had certain know- 
ledge, that Don John, by the perfuafion of the 
earl of Weftmoreland, and the Englifh fugitives, 
and the inftance of the pope and the Guifes, had in 
hope poflefled himfelf of the queen and the king- 
doms of England an Scotland -, and had already re- 
folved to furprize the IQe of Man in the Irifti fea, 
as a fit place to invade England , out of Ireland, 
and the weft borders of Scotland, in which the 
queen of Scotland had many zealous partizans ; as 
alfo in the oppofitefide of England, North-wales, 
Cumberland, Lancaftiire and Chelhire, where molt 
of the inhabitants were papifts. 

But Don John, as we have learned of Pere2J, 
fecretary to the king of Spain, when he had loft 
the hope of the kingdom of Tunis, had dealt co- 
vertly with the pope about the expulfion of queen 

Elizabeth, 
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(Elizabeth, the marrying of the queen of Scqfi 
land, and the conqueft of England \ JUid unknowp 
to Philip, had prevailed fo far, that the pope, as 
.if through attachment to the common good,, moved 
Philip to make war with England i aad Don John 
himfelf, being ready to quit the Low-coxintries, 
had profecuted it earneftly in Spain; and after- 
wards by Efcovedo, fent out of the Netherlands 
he had defired to have fome havens in Bilcay 
granted to him, from whence . he might invade 
England with a navy : but Philip difluced their 
intentions, and began to negleft him as one over* 
ambitious. 

Yet aueen Elizabeth did not underftand thefe 
things fully till Orange informed- her. 

In the mean time, Don John, covertly profe- 
cuted the marriage, and, at the fame time, to 
cloak the matter, fent to queen Elizabeth the 
vifcount of Gaunt, to (hew her the conditions of 
the peace, and to requeft longer days of payment 
for the money lent to the dates ; which (he wil- 
lingly granted, and dealt with him a^in by Wil- 
fon, to rccompence the merchants ofEngland for 
the hurt fuftaincd in facking of Antwerp. 

He eluded the matter, and, whilft he feemed to 
attend to the perpetual cdid for pcice, he broke 
out luddcnly into open war, and by policy got into 
his hands many cities and caftles ; and wrote to 
the king of Spain, that he* thought it bed to fub- 
due and conquer the ifland of Zcland before the 
inland provinces : and, believing what he hoped. 
endeavoured to perfuade him, by his fecretary, 
that England was eaficr to be conquered than 
.Zeland. 

About this time Margaret Douglas, countefs of 
I.enox, niece to 1 icnry VIII. by his elJeft fiftefy 
widow of Matthew, curl of Lenox, grandmother 



MARY Queen of SCOTS, its 

to James, king of Great-Britain, departed this 
life, in the threefcorc and third year of her age, 
and was buried at Weftminfter with a folemn fu- 
neral, at the queen's charge. She was a matron 
of great piety, patience and chaftity. She had 
been three times imprifoned, not for treafon, but 
for love affairs: firft, when Thomas Howard, fori 
to Thomas Howard, firft duke of Norfolk, being 
• in love with her, died in the Tower : then for the 
love of Henry Darnly, her fon, to queen Mary of 
Scotland : laftly, for the love of Charles, her 
younger fon, to Elizabeth Candifh, mother to 
Arbella ; which marriage the queen of Scotland 
was accufed of being privy to. 

About the fame time, the credit and authority 
of Mourton began to decay ; infomuch that he 
was removed from his office of regent, and the ad- 
miniflration of all things delivered to the king by 
the common confent of the ftates ; and, becaufe he 
was not paft twelve years old, to twelve of the 
chief noblemen, which were named ; of whom 
three, every three months by turns, fhould be pre- 
fent with the king, to give him advice ; and Mour- 
ton was one of them, that they might appear to 
abridge his power, and not to degrade him en- 
tirely. 

Shortly after, Mourton trufting to his fagacity, 
long experience, and many dependants and retain- 
ers, thinking nothing weU done except he himfelf 
did it, and alfo not brooking not to be the fame 
man he had been, aflumed all the adminiftration to 
himfelf, not regarding his aflbciates, and not ob- 
ferving the confent of adminiftration fet down, he 
detained the king within the caftle of Sterling, and 
lliut out and excluded whom he pleafed, and ad- 
mitted Others at his own choice. 

The. 
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The noblemen being provoked at this^ made 
the earl of Athol their captain, and made proclst- 
mation, in the king's name, that all men above 
fixteen, and under threefcore years, fhould meet 
in armour, with viftuals for. fifteen days. 

There met very many, and, with banners dit 
played, they marched unto Fawkirk, where Mour- 
ton, with his friends, met them in armour, readv 
to fight : but Robert Bowes, the Engliih embai-^ 
fador, by entreaty, and propofing honeft condi- 
tions, kept them from fighting; and Mourton 
forthwith, as weary of bufincfs, went home fe- 
crctly ; and the earl of Athol died foon after, not 
without fufpicion of poifon ; which the enemies of 
Mourton turned againft him, and for this, and 
other things, they never ceafed to perfecute him, 
till they had brought him to his deftrudlion, as we 
will declare hereafter. 

Qiieen Elizabeth, that flie might be more fc- 
curc at home, purpofed to make an accommoda- 
tion with the queen of Scotland by Walter Mild- 
may, but finding out that Guife was devifing 
feme fecrct pradliccs with fome Engliih fugitives,^ 
and to gather forces together, under pretence to' 
fend them into the Low-countries, to ferve under 
the duke of Amou, but indeed to be tranfported 
into England, from Ewe, an obfcure part in Nor- 
mandy belonging to him, the matter was put oflF 
till another opportunity, and flie was not re- 
garded. 

But, about the fame time, William Ruthen^ 
whom the king had lately created earl of Gowry, 
not dcgencratingfrom his father, who bore a deadly 
Iiatrcd againlt the king's mother, and other con- 
fpirators deviled to remove L-enox and the earl of 
Arran from the king, under pretext of fccuring 

religion. 
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religion, the kitig*s fafecy, and amity of England-, 
being excited thereto by their minifters. So, when 
Lenox was departed from Perth, where the king 
lay, to Edinburgh, about fome affairs of the realm, 
and Acran alfo was abfcnt ; Gowry^ Mar, Lindfey, 
and others, taking the opportunity, invited the 
king to the caftle of Ruthen, where they detained 
him againft his will, and would not permit him to 
ride or walk into the fields, threatning him with 
death. They put from him all his faithful fer- 
vants, caft the earl of Arran into prilbn, and com- 
pelled the king to call home the earl of Angus, who 
was banifhed; and to fend back Lenox into France, 
who, being a man of a mild nature, furrendered the 
caftle of Dunbritton, which he might eafily have 
defended, by the perfuafion of the king fet on 
by them, did not refufe to return to France : but 
they, not content herewith, enforced the king 
againft his will to approve this his furprize in let- 
ters to the queen of England, and to pronounce 
the aflembly of the ftatcs, fummoned and called 
by them, to be lawful. 

When the French king h»rd this for a certain, 
he difpatched Motfenelan by England, and Man- 
ninguil by fea, with one and the fame inftruftions 
into Scotland j namely, that they Ihould take fome 
order by one means or other to fet the king at li- 
berty, and confirm the faftion of France, to allure 
and win the king's mind to the friendlhip of the 
French •, and, as joyful news, fignify to him, that 
the queen his mother, out of her motherly affec- 
tion, did grant and beftow upon him the title of 
king, and admit him very willingly to a ihare of 
the kingdom, to the end that he might be taken 
and acknowledged as a true and lawful king by all 
Chriftian princes, and all the Scots j and thereby 
Vol. 11. P the 
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the divifion and partaking of faftions wholly re« 
moved. 

She, in the mean time, being troubled in 
mind, opprelTed with anguifh, and pining away 
with the calamity of her long laflin^ imprifonnient, 
>vithom any hope of liberty ; in her long letters 
written in French, which her motherly love and 
anxiety of mind extorted, deplored to queen 
Elizabeth her grievous and hard fortunes, and the 
the moR dillrefled condition of her Ton, in thefe 
terms : 

"WHEN I heard for certain, that my fen 
" was taken and furprized by rebels (a» I myfelf 
" was fome years ago) out of a juft fear left he 
" fhould fall into the fame and like unfortunate 
^* eftate that I am in, I cannot but pour out my 
** mournful complaints, and engrave the fame, if 
** it may be, in thy confcience, that my innocency 
** may evidently appear unto pofterity ; and alfo 
** their ignominy and fliame, by whofe iniquity I am 
" caft into thefe miferies. 

But, fmce.the policies and cunning reaches 
of thefe perfons, though wicked and lewd, have 
hitherto prevailed more with thee than my juft 
complaints ; let the right and juftice now yield 
** and give place unto thy power, and let force 
** opprcfs the truth with men ; I will appeal imto 
** the immortal God, whom alone I acknowledge 
** to be fuperlor of us princes of equal right and 
" honour : and I will call upon the fame God, 
*' with whom gloflcs and deceits are rot regarded, 
** and will not prevail, that, at the laft "day, he 
*' will reward us two as we dcferve each to other, 
'^ howlbevcT my iidverfaries have fkill to cloak their 
** crafty and deceitful policies with men, and» per- 
" adventure, alfo with thee. 

In 
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** In his name therefore, and as it were before 
his judgment-feat, I prefent unto thy mind, by 
what policies fome fpies, ufmg thy name, drew 
the Scots, my fubjefts, to rebel againft me, at 
•* fuchtime as I lived in Scotland ; and fet on foot 
all the evils which have happened there from 
that day to this. Which thing, not to fpeak of 
other matters, is moft evident and apparent, by 
** teftimonies openly (hewed, and the confeflions 
** of Mourton*s own mouth, who was for that caufe 
advanced unto honour; againft whom, if I had 
dealt by courfe of law, and thou hadft not give;i 
aid unto the rebels, they could never have ftood 
out fo long againft me and my friends. 
*' While I was detained in prifon in Lochlevin, 
Nicholas Throgmorton perfuaded me, in thy 
name, by fealing letters-patents, to refign mv 
** kingdom, (which he affirmed would be void, 
** and indeed all the world accounted it void) un- 
til thou, by thy favour, countenance and forces, 
didft give aid unto the beginners and procurers 
** of thefe letters-patents. And tell me, in good 
*' faith, whether thou doft acknowledge thy fub- 
" jeds to have any fuch authority over thee ? And 
yet from thenceforth was my royal authority 
taken away from me by thy counfel and help ^ 
and my kingdom transferred unto my fon, un- 
capable thereof by reafon of his tender years. 
** And when I was, not long lince, determinec^ 
•* to confirm the kingdom unto him in a lawfiil 
manner, he was taken away by force, by divers 
traitors, who queftionlefs have an intent to de- 
prive him of his kingdom, as they did me, if 
not to take away his life alfo. 
" After I cfcaped out of Lochlevin, and was 
*• now ready to fight and encounter with the re- 
** bels, I implored thy aid, fending back that 

P 2 '* dia. 
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•• diamond which before time I hnd rcdfelvcd frow 
" thee, as ;i token aiid pledge of thy love, with a 
*• large promifc of aid againll the rebels ( not 
•* once nor twice alio giving tliy njellty, that if I 
** rctiretl and came myl'clf unto thee for fuccoury 
" thou wtiuklell come in j)crion to the borders and 
•* give me aid. And I, trufting upon thy pro- 
** mile, freely offered myfelf, though thyfervantt 
" had oftentimes deceived me, relblved to flee for 
" help unto thee, as to tny lull aifured anchor, in 
*' my adverfity •, and lo hatl 1 done, if the way had 
** been as open and eafy for me, as it was for them 
*^ that rebelled againlb me. Uuc, before I could 
" come unto thee, I was intercepted, guarded 
** with keepers, (hut up in llrong places, and, 
** from that time until this, endured evils more 
" grievous than death. 

** I know thou wilt objeft againft me, the 
** dealings that were betwixt the duke of Norfolk 
** and me •, yet I do Aill deny, that they were any 
** wrong or hurt to thee, or to thy realm \ for 
" they were allowed by the chief counfcllors of the 
♦* realm of England, and confirmed with their 
** ful)J'cripti()ns •, who alio proniifed afluredly to 
** obtain thy confent. And how, I pray you, 
" could futh great men promile, tliy conlcnt unto 
^* that fliould deprive thee of thy life, honour, 
*^ and diadem ? Hut yet thou wile have all men to 
" believe this. 

" liiir, when many of tliefc rebels did defift, 
*' ilu)u^!;h laic, and law moie plainly, by thccon- 
" ference at York, between our comn)inioner», 
*^ how unjulHy they dealt with nic. They were 
** forthwith belieged by thy forces in the calUc of 
** ivJlnburgh i and, of the v)iint;ipal n)cu, one 
** (Lidington; was poiloned : and the other 
*' (Cirangc) in lamentable manner hunj^cl. And 

** this 
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** this, after that by thy reqiicft, I had caufed 
** them once or twice to lay down their arm^ up- 
on a hope of peace, which God knoweth whether 
my adverfaries ever Imagined to keep, 
" From that time I was refolved to try whether 
I could mollify rigor by patience, in fuffering 
whatfoever they impofed on me a prifoner •, yet 
** I was utterly barred from all conference with 
my fon by letters or meflengers, for this whole 
** year paft, that the fon might be disjoined by this 
moft lamentable disjundtion from the mother, if 
it might be. 

I have oftentimes fef down and propofed con- 
*' ditions of a peace and concord to be made be- 
*' tween us, as at Chatilworth eleven years fince, 
*' with the commiflioners, and with- thyfelf by the 
*' embaffadors of the moft Chriftian king, and by 
" mine own. 1 dealt alfo fincerely with Beale, the 
l^ft winter -, but thofe conditions were always 
rejefted, and delays made and interpofed, my 
'* wholefome advices and counfels were fufpcftcd, 
*^ and all the motions of my fincere mind con- 
" demned and difelJowed. ■ Neither did I reap 
'' any other fruit of my long-lafting patience, 
" than, that it grew to a fettled 'cuftom for me to 
*' be more rigoroufly ufed every day than other ; 
** not as a prifoner, but even as a kitchen-maid. 
Afluredly, I cannot endure thele things any 
longer, and, hap what hap, will, if | die, I will 
•' make the procurers and caufers of my death to 
" be known ; but, if I live, I .fhall find means, I 
** hope, that all thefe wicked attempts and (lander- 
*' ous calumniations againft me, (hall die, that I 
*' may fpend the reft of my life in more tran- 
*' quility. 

'^ Wherefore, to take away all difpleafure and 
*' hatred between us, let the teftimonies of the 
^' Spaniards, who were lately taken in Ireland, be 
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** Jhcwed ; let the examination of the jefuits be 
•* proclucrd ; let any body have liberty to accufe 
** me piiblii:Iy ; ycc lb that, in like manner, I may 
^^ have lil)ei-ty to defend myfelf, and that I be not 
*• condemned unheard. Malcfaftors, and peribns 
*' of the bafed fort and condition, are admitted to 
^^ fpcak and defend themlclvrs, und their accufera 
•* arc broiiglit before their face. Why am not I fb 
^^ ufed and dealt withall, who am a queen an-- 
" nointed, and thy next coufin, and the lawful heir 
** of I he crown after thee ? 

** But this lad; thing is the matter which chiefly 
** vcxcrh and (Unf^eth my adverlhiics, which lliKly 
^^ to keep us Hill enemies and at contention. AlaSf 
" there is no caufc why this fliould vex them. I 
^' take (iod to wiuu'ls, and upon mine honouti I 
^^ have thought of no other kingdom this long 
*' time, but only rlie cclelUal kingdom. Yctthou 
•* art bound in conlcicnce, ami tied, both by duty 
*^ and juilice, not to trouble or crofs the moft at« 
*' furcd riglit of my fon after my death, nor to 
*' further their fecret combinations who, as well 
" in Kn{^!:ind as in Scotland, doai)ply all their wit 
*' iiml |M)wer to work the dcflrudlion of me and my 
*' fon i which is evident and apparent by the in- 
** (IrudHons of thy meflengcrs in Scotland, who 
" ufed and behaved themk'lves nuWl fcdiiioufly, 
*' doubtlels without thy knowled/ns l)ut Hunting-* 
** don bein/r; wonderful eager and dili{j;ent therein. 

*' Is this jiill rvl right, tliat I, iinioiher, (hall 
** be foil)idden, not t)nly to {/,ive counlel and ad- 
•* vice to my oppreHcd Ion, but alfo to underftand 
** in what dill reded cllate he is? If ihey had been 
** lent for my Ion's good, pnli.ipr. if- they h;ui 
** taken mine advice with them, they Ihould have 
** been, for that caule, theniore welconic untohim^ 
*^ Verily thou hadlt tied and bound me unto thee 

" more 
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• 

^* more ftriftly, and thou hadft no caufe fo mucl^ 
** to conceal their going thither, or to take away, 
at that very time, from me all my liberty. » Yet, 
that I may fpeak freely, I defire thee not to ufe 
** fuch agents any more in the Scottifh affairs : 
** for, although I believe that Cary (Hunfdon) 
** will not do, or take any thing in hand, which 
may be a blemifli to himfelf or his honour, yet I 
cannot hope of any good to come from Hun- 
tingdon, Wr his evil deferts towards me. 
** Therefore I earneftly requeft thee, by the 
*' moft near alliance of blood that is between us, 
that thou wouldft ferioufly have regard to the 
fafety of my fon, and not to intermeddle anymore 
with the affairs of Scotland, without the privity 
of me or the French king ; and, that thou 
** wouldll account them who, by force, keep my 
** fon in prifon, and compel him to do what they 
" lift, none other but traitors. 

*• Moreover, I heartily requeft thee, by the 
** crofs and paffion of Chrift our redeemer, that I, 
** being, upon honeft and reafbnable conditions, 
** reftored to liberty, may fomewhat recomfort 
my languifhing body, for the fmall time of hiy 
lite that remaineth, in fome place out of Eng^ 
land, after this Idng-lafting and loathfome im- 
prifonment. In fo doing, thou fhalt ever bind 
me and my friends, and efpecially my fon, unto 
"•' thee. Which I will never ceafe, with importu- 
nate requeft, to demand at thy hands, until thou 
doft yield and confent thereunto. 

My body difeafed, ^ and fubjedt to infirmity, 
compelleth me to be fo earneft. I pray thee, 
*' therefore, caufe me to be ufed with more huma- 
** nity, otherwife I cannot endure it, I tell thee ia 
*' pla n terms : and poft me not over to be ufed at 
♦' the plcafure of any other, but at thy difpofition. 

P 4 " What- 
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•* What foe vcr good or evil tliin{j;s happen unto me 
•* hcrcaltcr, I will attribute and afcribc it only to 
" thylclf. Shew nie this favour, that I mry under* 
** fland thy pleafurc from thyfelf by a letter, be it 
** never fo lliort, or by the T'reneh cnibafTador. . 

^^ I cannot be fiiiisiicd in thofe things which 
*' Shrewlbury doth fignify unto nie, forai'much as 
*' they may every day be altered. When I wrote 
*' very lately unto thy counfellors, thou didft cofii* 
*' mand that I fliould acquaint thee only with. my 
" afliiirs (but it was nor jull to give them fo great 
*' authority to aHVu'l and vex me) yet I cannot 
*' but fer.r, that many of them that he my deadly 
" adver'ai icy, have procured tiiis, left the reft, 
" after iluy fliall have heard my mod juft com* 
" plaint, Ihould o|)pofe themfelves, as well in re» 
** Ipeit of thy lionour, as of their duty to thee. . . 

*' Now relict h my moll irillanr and important 
.*' fuit, that I, tliiuking only of the life to cc^mc, 
*' may have fcMue leverentl eiitholie pricft, to direft 
*' me in niy reli<jion, for the liilvation of my foul. 
*' Tliis lafl: ofr.ce is not to be denied unto poor 
" vvnichesot theb;dlll and meanell ellate. 'I'hou 
** dolt ])ermit unio the cmbafladors of foreign 
** princes the excrcife of their religion, and I vo* 
** luntarily pennitted it to my fubjeds that were of 
*' a contrary reli^jion. If il/is be denied unto me, 
*' I hope I (h;^l be excufcu i^eforc (jod \ but I fear 
** mine adverfaries fliall not efcape without pu- 
" nifhmenr. AlUiredly it v;ill be a prcfident unto 
** otiier primes of C! rillendom, to fliew the like 
•' feverlty a,<;::iilV their fubjcfts that be in religion 
*' contrary ^ :ito them, if liiis feverity be ufcd to- 
*•' wa:J': m< , :» fiee and abfolutc princefs, and thy 
*^ nearcli ex;; (in-, f(jr fo I am, and will be fo to 
*' rhee whllll I live, in f|)it(i of mine adverfaries, 
♦' let litem llomatli it ever fo much. 1 defire not 
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*^ to have my family increafecj, but I requeft to 
*^ have only two maids, which are neceflary and 
'* needful to me in this my wcaknefs and ficknefs 
** of body- And let not my adverfaries fulfil their 
*' cruel niinds. altogether againft me, in barring 
** me of fo fmall a curtefy. 

*' Whereas I am fecretly accufed by Shrewfbury 
*' that I have privily, and without thy know- 
" ledge, praftifcd to transfer my rght In Scotland 
*' unto my fon, contrary to my promife made unto 
'' Beale : I defire thee not to give credit unto the 
.*' fuggeftions of Beale -, I promifed nothing but 
*' under certain conditions, to which I am not 
** bDund, except they be performed by thee. 
" From that time hitherto I have received no an- 
*' fwer ; and there is not a word fpoken of them ; 
*' but yet the practices in Scotland to dcftroy me 
** and my fon have not ceafeJ. 

That long-lafting filence I cannot interpret to 

be any other thing but a plain repulfe and de- 
" nial ; and fo I fignified by my letters to thee, and 
*' to thy counfellors. Thofe things which the 
*' French king and his mother imparted unto me, 
'* I alfo fincerely imparted unto thee, and afkedthy 
" advice in them ; but I heard not a word from 
*' thee again. I never had fo much as a thought 
" to fubmit myfclf unto thy counfel about mine 
*' affairs and my country, before I knew what it 
** fliould be-, for it might feem a meer folly fo 
" to do. 

" How my adverfaries in Scotland do triumph 
*' over me and my imprifoned fon, thou art not 
'' ignorant; I attempted nothing there that may 
*' be hurtful unto mc, but only to procure a firm 
" peace in that kingdom, which is more to be re- 
*' fpefted by me than by thy counfellors : foraf- 
** much as I have more intcreft therein than th'^y. 

" I ear- 
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•• I carncftljr, and from my heart, defired to be- 
•• ftow, and confirm unto my fon the title of a 
** king, and therewithal! to bury in the earth all 
** difcords and diflcntions. Is not this to pull the 
** diadem from my fon's head ? But^ indeed^ 
" mine advcrfarics would not have it coniirmea 
•* unto my family. This is the thing they envy, 
♦• when their confcicncc bcarcth witncfs againft 
•* them ; and, being guilty of evil, they fear mii'* 
** chief will befall them. 

** Let not thefe, and other, mine adverfaries^ 
•* fo blind thine eyes, and in thy life and fight 
*• procure the death of thy next kindred, and bring 
•* to confiilKai boih the crowns; for to that intent 
•• do they invent mill hief againft me, againft my 
•* fon, and perhaps thyfelf alio. Can it be any 
" pood or honour uniu ihec, that I and my fon 
** Inould be fecluded by their means and praftices, 
•^ and we two between ourfelvcs fo long ? 
** Remember thy inbred lenity •, bind thyfelf unto 
•* thyfelf i and being, as thou art, a princefs, by 
" thy placability mollify thy mincl, and abandon 
** all dilple.ifnre and hatred towards me a princefs^ 
** thy neareft coufin, and one that loveth thccmoft 
*' dearly ; that all our affairs being lovingly com- 
** pounded between us, I may depart out of this 
•* life, and the fobs and fighs of my diltreflcd foul 
** may not ]K*netrate unro Ood; unto whofc hea- 
** vcnly majefty I ofier my continual prayers, that 
*^ my jull complaints and dolorous lamcntationa 
*' may now at lall fiml way unto thee. 

" From SholRcld, the eight day of Novcm* 
** ber, i^K.'-, 

** Veftre trefdcrfolee plus proche parentc tk af- 
** fcdionatc feure, 

'' Maiue r;* 



MARY Queen of SCOT a aa? 

With thefe letters queen Elizabeth was greatly 
moved and difquieted, and lent to the queen of 
Scotland Robert Beale, one of the clerks of the 
council, a rude impolite man, to expoftulate with 
her for her letters of complaint, and to treat of 
her deliverance jointly with the carl of Shrewsbury; 
fbrafmuch as fhe had of late, in other letters^ re- 
quefted queen Elizabeth, that fhe might, after 
this time, upon fecurity to be given to queen 
Elizabeth, enjoy her liberty, and be joined with 
her fon in the government of Scotland. 

This fubjeft was ferioufly deliberated upon by 
the council of England, and moft of them were 
willing th^t flie fhould be delivered upon thefe con- 
ditions : namely, 

1. THAT fhe and her fon fliould promife to 
praftife nothing hurtful to queen Elizabeth and 
the realm of England. 

2. That fhe fhould voluntarily confefs, that 
whatfocver was done by Francis II. the Frencl^ 
king, her hufband, againfl queen Elizabeth, wa$ 
done again ft her will; and, that (he fhould utterly 
difallow the fame as unjufl, by confirming th« 
treaty of Edinburgh. 

3. That fhe fhould condemn all the praftices 
ever fince that time, and ingenuouflv renounce 
them. 

.4. She fhould bind herfelf not to praftife any 
thing, direftly or indireftly, againft the realm of 
England, in ccclefiaftical or civil affairs ; but, by 
all manher of means, oppofe herfelf and refifl fuch 
praftifers as public enemies. 

5. That Ihe fhall challenge, or claim, no right 
unto herfelf in the kingdom of England, during 
the life of queen Elizabeth ; and, that afterward 

fhe 
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Ihe will fubmit her right of fucccflion unto the 
Hates of England. 

6. And, to the end fhe may not hereafter ufe 
any cavil, and fay, Thatlhecondefcended tothefe 
conditions, being a prifoner and by coaftion, flic 
hcrfelf fhould not only fwear unto them, but alio 
procure the ftatcs of Scotland to confirm thenii by 
public authority. 

7. The king himfclf alfo fhould ratify them by 
oath and by writing. 

8. And that hoftages ihould be given. 

As for fharing with her fon the adminiftration 
of affairs, it was thought fit that the queen of 
England fhould not interpofe hcrfelf; but this 
they referred to the king, . qnd the ftates of Scot- 
land. But, if they wereafTiftcd in the govern- 
ment, that they fliould' treat about the league 
with them jointly, if not, with each feparately. ' ' 

Thefe things were confultcd of, but without 
fucceCs; for the Scots of the Englifh faftion, ut- 
terly rejcfted them, exclaiming loudly, that rifiany 
»'>cot.s, inveterate enemies to the Englifli nation, 
were called out of France by the counfcl of the 
queen of Scotland : and that Holt, an Englifh je- 
l\iit, was fent fecretly into Scotland, to prepare 
for invading England. • • 

The French embaffadors, who went into Scot* 
land, not obtaining what they came for,departed ; 
whereupon the noblemen that had furpnred the 
king, were greatly elated, and ftill more, becaufe 
Lenox died at the time, "which increafed their fe- 
curity -, however, the king, contrary to their ex* 
pedation, difdaining to be under the government 
of three earls, recovered his liberty, and went to 
the caftle of St. Andrews •, and, with good words, 

requelled 
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rcqUefted many of the furprizefs to depart from 
the . court, to avoid any ftir, and promifed them 
pardon, if they would alk it within a certain time, 
which was done by Gowxy alone : he like wife re- 
called Arran to court; but they were fo far from 
doing that, that they fecredy praftifcd to take him 
fuddenly again. Hereupon they were commanded 
to quit the realm on a day appointed 5 Mar, Gla- 
mis, the commendators of Dryburg, and Paflet; 
and others, went to Ireland, Boyd, Zefter-Weim, 
and Lochlevin went into the Low-Countries, and 
Dunfermellin went to France ; Angus was con- 
fined in Angus ; only Gowry, having a new plot 
in his head, tarried after the time prefixed, to 
his own deftrudtion. 

And then, the king, to fliew himfelf a prince, 
. began to exercife his regal authority. And, where- 
as thefe confpirators, in an aflembly called, by 
their own private authority, had enafted and re- 
corded : that this furprizc of the king was juft ; 
he, on the other hand declared, in a great af- 
fembly of the ft^tes, that it was traiterous 5 al- 
though the minifters, as if they were the fupreme 
judges in the realm, in a fynod called by their 
own authority, pronounced it to be juft, and 
judged all them that did not; approve and allow 
the fame, worthy of excommunication. 

In the beginning of the Spring, fome of the 
Scots returned from Ireland, upon an agreement 
made between them and Gowry, who had con- 
fpired again with fcveral, to take the king a fe- 
cond time ; profeflin^, that they had nothing in 
view but the glory ot God, the truth of religion, 
the fecurity of the king and realm, and the friend- 
ihip of England, againft them who, by finifter 
means, as they ga\)re out, abufed the king, not 
yet come to fufficient age. But the king, hearing 

of 
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of thrir defign, fent colonel Stewart to apprehend 
Gowry, who lay at the haven of Dondee, as if he 
was preparing to go out of the kingdom i andf 
after he had defended himfelf an hour or two in 
hi.H houfr, he wa» taken and carried into prifon. 

In the mean time, the other confpirators took 
Stealing by furprize, and the caftle wai furren* 
dered to them ; biit foon after they quitted both, 
•becaule the king difplayed his banners, ai ready 
fo engage, and their hope of afTiftance from the 
Kngliih failed them, and lb Mar, (ilamis, and 
Angus, who were come to thcin, and others fled 
into luiglami, humbly belccching the queen to 
relieve their necefTttieN, and to intercede with the 
king for them-, fince they had lolt all their for- 
tunes and the king's favour, for fliewing their 
love fo her and Isngland, (lie thought it advis- 
able to fhew them ibme favour, that they might 
be opnofed to the ailverfc fadkion in Scotland ( 
and the rather, becaule the minifters fpread A 
report, that the king was upon the point of fbr- 
faking his religion, upon no other ground, but 
becaule he, tiu'ough a filial piety, inclined to his 
mother, and received into his ij)ecial favour and 
grace, thoic whom he knew to be moit devoted 
to her. 

In the n^ean time (Jowry was arraigned before 
his peers at Sterling, upon thcle points : That he 
intended and began a new confpiraey againfl: the 
king, whom he had alfo kept priibner in his houfe 
before : that he conlulted by night, with the fcr- 
vanfi of Angus, to frize upon Perth and Sterling : 
that he liad relilted the king's authority at Dundee: 
had formed a (onfpiracy againll: the lijre of the 
king and his motlier. I.adly, that he had aflced 
advice of M.ulina the witch % and, being found 
guilty by his peers, he was in die evtnitig uehead- 

ed» 
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ed ; but his fervants fowing the head to the body, 
buried it without delay. 

About the fame time were (bme pradbices in 
England, but with no fuccefs, in behalf of the 
queen of Scotland •, the chief of which was that of 
Francis Throgmorton, eldcft fon to John Throg- 
morton, juftice of Chefter, who fell under fuipi« 
cion on account of his letters to the queen of Scot- 
land, which were intercepted. 

As foon as he was taken, and began to make 
Ibme confeffions, Thomas, lord Paget, and 
Charles Arundel, a courtier, immediately fled the 
kingdom, and went to France, and with other 
papifts, lamenting their misfortunes among them- 
felves, complained, that the queen, by the wicked 
and crafty dealings of Leicefter and Walfingham, 
was alienated from them-, that they were abufed 
and loaded with reproaches : that (Irange kinds 
of fubtlety were invented againft them : that fe- 
cret fnares were fo cunningly laid, that whether 
they would or no, they &ould be brought with- 
in the conipafs of treafon y and that they had no 
hope of fafety at home. And, to fay the truth, 
very crafty devices were ufed to found men's 
minds -, counterfeit letters under the names of 
the queen of Scotland, and the fugitives privately 
fent and left in the houfes of papifts, fpies dif- 
perfed in every place, to hearken to reports, and 
to take advantage of words : flanderers, whatlb- . 
ever information they brought, were received and 
entertained;' many were examined upon fufpicio^ ; 
and, amongft them, Henry, earl of Northumber- 
land, and his fon Philip, earl of Arundel, com^ 
manded to keep his houfe, and his wife delivered 
into the keeping of Thomas Sherley ; William 
Howard, brother to the earl, and Henry Howard, 
their uncle, brother to the duke of Norfolk, often 
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examined concerning letters from the queen of 
Scotland, from Charles Paget, &c. who eicaped 
very narrowly for all his prudence and inno- 
cence. 

The lord Paget, and Charles Arundel being ar- 
rived in France, were watched and obferved.by. 
Edward Stafford, the queen's embafTador at the 
court of France ; but yet he could not difcover 
their purpofes and practices. Yet he dealt with 
the French king, that they, Morgan, and other 
Englifhmen, who plotted againft their prince and 
country, might be removed from France. 

He was anfwered, " If they pradlifed any thing 
in France, that the king would punifh them ac- 
cording to the law -, that the king could not 
take cognizance of any thing they had plotted 
in England. That all kingdoms are open to 
•' them that fly thither for fuccour, that it is in-: 
*' cum bent upon all kings, every one to defend 
•' and maintain the liberties of his kingdom ; and 
•'that queen Elizabeth, not long fince, had receiv-* 
•' ed into her kingdom, Montgomery, the prince 
*' of Conde, and other Frenchmen ; and that, at 
" that very time, the embafTador of the king of 
" Navarre, who was engaged in fome plots re- 
" fided in England." 

About the time that thefe things were done^ 
Bernardino de Mendoza, embafTador for thp king 
of Spain in England, paiTed in great fecrefy into 
France, fretting and fuming as if he had been 
driven violently out of England, and the right of 
an embalTador thereby violated, when he him- 
fdf, being a man of a violent and turbulent fpi- 
rit, making the facred right 01 an embaflfage fub- 
fervient to tre.ilbn, was to be purlued, as manjT 
were of opinion, with the ancient feverity, with 
fire and fword, and commanded to quit the king* 

dom; 
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riom ; for he was acceflary to the widked plots of 
^hrogmOrton and others, to bring in foreign 
power into England, and to dlfpoflefs the queen; 
And, when he was mildly reproved for thofe 
things, he was fo far from wiping the objeftioni 
away with a modeft anfwer, that he^ in his turn^ 
upbraided the queen and her counfellors with 
their detention of the money of the Genoefe, with 
the fuccours given to the ftates of the Nether- 
lands, the duke of Anjou, and don Antonio, the 
Portugal, and with the piracies and depredations 
of Drake. 

But, left the king of Spain, in taking this re- 
venge upon Mendoza, (ho ild think the right of 
an embaflador violated, William Wade, clerk of 
the council, was fent into Spain, fully to inform 
him how badly he had difcharged the office of an 
embaffador, and, at the fame time, to fignify (left 
the queen, in fending him away, might be thought 
to renounce the friendfhip of Spain) that all kind 
iand friendly offices ftlould be done on her part, if 
he fent any other as his embaflador, who was de- 
firous and willing to maintain the friendfhip be- 
tween them, upon condition, that the fame fa- 
vour might be (hewn to her embaffador in Spain* 
But, when the king of Spain would riot vouchfafe 
to admit Wade into his prefence, but referred him to 
his counfellors ; he highly refenting this, declared 
openly, that it was a moft ufual and received cuf- 
tom, that embafiadors fhould be admitted to the 
prefence of princes, even by their enen;iies, and in 
the time of the moft dangerous wars : and, that 
Charles V, the emperor, father to the king of 
Spain, admitted to his prefence the herald, who, 
from the French king, denounced war againfb 
him, and, in plain terms, refufed the counfellors 
with his errand* And^ when Idiaques, fecretary 

Vol. II. Q. to 
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to the king of Sj^ain, could by no policy get out 
of him what his nieflagc was ; at lalt, he received 
a full information of the whole from Mendoza, 
who lurkeJ fccrctly in France. 

Then he, laying afidc liis public charafter, in a 
familiar way Signified toWade,that he was very ferry 
iliat there were fome, who underhand laboured to 
break the amity, imd to foment difcord between 
the [)rinccs, tliat the injury was done to the ca- 
tiiolic king himfelf, not to his embafladors, firft, 
to Dcl'pes, and now to Mendoza; and that there 
v/as no reafon why he niould accufe Mendoza any 
farther to the king, and, he was fufficlently dif- 
gracx'cl, by being ignominioufly turned outof Eng- 
land, or complain, that he was not admitted. And, 
that the catholic king did but retaliate, fince Men- 
doza had been difmiflcd without audience ; and, 
as (lie had referred Meiuloza to her counfcUors, 
fo the kin{^ in like manner, referred him to the 
cardinal (iranvellan. 

When Ward anfwered, that there was a great 
diflcrence iK'tween him who had never offended 
the catholic king., and Mendoza, who had offend- 
ed jj;r';evouny againlk the queen for a long time, 
not voiiL-hlafinf; to come near lier, and having com- 
mittO'.l things unfitrir.g an embaflador-, yet he 
ccHiki not be achnittcii ^ and not being heard, he 
returned Iionie. 

Molt oF I he crimes whicli he was to objcdt a- 
ga'.nil: Mendo/a, were taken out of the confcf- 
lion ol riiKM^morcon-, who, beinj^j; ready to be ap- 
prehciuln!, Ii;*d il'ererly fent a defk, wherein his 
ii".:rcLS Kiy, to fv^.ndo/.a. I lis other deflc being 
n.ii rowiv 1" vr ;v. ■.l,rh('r(: v/ere found two roUsorliftsi 
i:i on:.: u." \\\r. wLi.h wcie ihe names of the havens 
oj* i\ii;.;ian"J, wiuch wen! iii to land forces j in the 
o[\u:i\ liic naniL^ of the noblemen and gentlemen 
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of England who profefled the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion, were fet down. 

As foon as he faw them brought out, and (hewn 
to him, he cried out feveral times, that he never 
faw them before ; and that they were foiftcd in to 
work his deftruftion ; and this even when he was 
examined upon the rack : but, laid again upon 
the rack, he did not refufe to anfwer to their 
interrogatories. 

Being afked about thofe rolls or catalogues, and 
for what purpofe they were written, he made this 
hiftorical narration : " That he, a few years fince, 
" going to the waters at the Spaw, did confult and 

devife with Jenny and Francis Inglefield, how 

England might be invaded, and the form of 

government thereof altered and changed, and 
*' upon that reafon, that he fet down the names 
'' of the havens and of the noblemen. 

" That Morgan, by his letters, had fignified 
" uAto him out of France, that the Catholic 
*' princes had now confulted and determined, that 
" England, (hould be invaded, and the queen of 
*' Scotland delivered under the conduft of Guife 
*' as general, who wanted nothing but money 
*' and fome bands of men in England to join with 
*' him to his help. 

*' To procure thefe things, that Charles Paget, 
" under the counterfeit name of Mope, was fent 
*' fecretly into Suflex, where the duke of Guife 
*' determined to land his army. 

*' That he acquainted Mendoza, who had no- 
*' tice and knowledge of thefe things already by 
" the confpirators, with the matter, and told him 
** the names of the havens and noblemen. Nei- 
*^ ther did he denie, that he promifcd his further- 
" ance, and withal, to have admonifhed Mendoza 
*' with what noblemen, he being a public perfon, 

Qj. . '' fiiould. 
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*' fliould treat of this matter, which he, being a 
*' private man, could not do without great dan- 
" gcr: and that he fhewed a way to him how 
" ibmc principal catholics, as foon as the foreign 
" forces were landed, might levy foldiers in the 
** queen's name, and then to join them to the fo- 
" reign forces." 

Thcfc things lie voluntarily confefled ; yet, at 
the b.ir in Guildhall, being accufed or thefe 
thiiigs, he pofitively denied every one of them, 
and affirmed, that they were mere inventions, to 
avoid the torment of the rack -, and openly ac- 
cufed the queen of cruelty, and the examiners of 
falfliood, endeavouring to lave himfelf, by alledg* 
ing the fpacc of time, which was between the 
fault committed and the judgment. 

Forafmuch, as in the thirteenth year of queen 
Elizabeth, certain things were made treafons ; for 
the wiiich none Ihould be arraigned, except the 
delinquent were indicted within fix months after 
the tault committed; and the crime was proved 
by tiie tellimony and oath of two men, or by the 
voluntary confelfion of the offender, without vio- 
lence -, anu that this time was expired long fincc i 
anJ that tLerefore l:e was not to be arraigned for 
the fame. 

But th? judges toW him, that the crimes ob- 
jecled to him, were not of that kind, but that he 
was obnoxious to the law, by an ancient law of 
treal'>n made in tie time of king Edward III, 
whii.h aJimitreth no circumfciiption of time or 
proof; and that, by that law, the fentence of 
deavh \\as p"onounccd again! him. 

Doing afterwards periuaded, he threw himfelf 
urcn tlic clemency of the queen, and again ccn- 
ieilcJ, in a writing more fully, all things which 

hi 
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he had faid before •, he would, however, have re- 
trafted a fecond time at the gallows, but in vain. 

Mr. Wade, being returned from Spain, was 
fent to the queen of Scotland, about a treaty in 
agitation between her and fir Walter Mild may, 
which was propofed two years fince, and interrupt- 
ed, as was faid before : ftie boafted to Wade, * 
with great proteftations, with what fmcerity (he 
had dealt about this treaty, aid withall devoted 
herfelf, and all her labour, to the queen, and pro- 
mifed to depend wholly on her, if only (he would 
vouchfafe her fo much love and honour. 

Moreover, (he firmly promifed, that, if the 
treaty was concluded, fhe would endeavour to pre- 
vail on her fonto take Angus, and the other Scotch 
noblemen into favour ; and, alfo, that the bifhops 
of Rofs and Glafgow, her agents and minifters in 
France, (hould not plot any thing againft the queen ' 
and kingdom of England, and that fhe would 
have nothing to do with the rebels or fugitives of 
Ensrland. 

Queen Elizabeth was glad to receive this intelli- 
gence •, and, whereas that Angus, Mar, J. Ha- 
milton and Glamys were fled into England ; and, 
making ufe of the opportunity offered, fent Beale 
to the queen of Scotland, who, together with the 
earl of Shrewfbury, were to reprefent to her, that 
if fhe continued in the fame mind with which fhe 
had acquainted mafler Wade, that Mildmay 
fhould come to her direftly, and treat with her 
about her liberty, and fhould, at the fame time, 
endeavour to perfuade her to intreat her fon the 
king to reftore the Scotch fugitives ; and to tell 
her that they had committed no fault againft the 
king, but againft fome violent couni'ellors, who 
gave him bad counfel : and, laftly, that as they 

CL3 fhould 
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fliouW do their ntmoft to get out of her thcprac- 
uccs of the Ciuifes. 

She bciiiij; a wife woman, anfwered, " That flic 
•* much dcfired that the treaty might go forward v 
*' and that (lie rcquefted earncftly of queen Eli- 
" zabcth as of her cldclt filler, unto whom flic 
*' gave all honour. 

'* That Ihe had propounded nothing unto Mr. 
*^ Wade, but upon condition ; and that he, whon:> 
** Ihe thought to be an honed man, would fay 
*' otherwile. 

" For the relloringof the Scots, that her labour 
*' therein would be very nccellary, and fhould not 
*' be wanting, if Ihe certainly knew any good 
** would redound to herfelf and her fonj fo that 
'' they wouUl humbly fubmit themfelves unto the 
** kln|j;, and be obedient unto him •, but, if that 
** were not done, that then the queen lliould give aid 
" unto her i\m, that they mi^ht be reduced to their 
'' f^bcdicnce. Moreover, Ihc did notcloak nor hide 
'' ii : that Ihe, when fhe was fickly, committed 
*•' hei lelf and her Ion unto the care and trull of the 
^'Ciuife, her mod dear coufin ; of whofe pur- 
*' poies or intents fhe knew nothing, neither 
" woukl file difcover them, if flie knew themt 
,*-"• unlels a {irrn allurancc^ were given her of her li- 
*■'• berry -, for, that it was the p;irr of an unadvifed 
*' perhiH to iorfake her aflured friends for an un- 
*' certain hope. 

'^ She requedcd, that flie, being an abfolute 
*•' prince*, ini[.';ht'be no moiv dilhonourably ufed» 
*' than (hice-n Mary did fonie time deal with her- 
*^ feir, lK:inf{ at that tinu* lur fubjeLt, and im- 
*' pri'onril ; or, t!ian tlie l^'rciu h Lin[5 did ufe the 
^^ »:iiip; of ;sa\ .nil", beinj_; :\\\ > hj.s hil)jcd", and 
-' l;.)re -uiU". .H.Miiiii hijn. 

'' She 
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*' She alfo requefted, that the treaty might be 
** brought to an end before any in Scotland were 
*' fent embaffador ajDout that matter. And, for that 
*' the French king had acknowledged her ordinary 
" embaffador, and Seton fept by her fon to France, 
*' asembafladors from princes of the fame authori- 
*' ty, and conjoined, fhe gave that honour to the 
*' queen, to publilh this affbciation of her and 
•' her fon in Scotland, and befought her not to 
*' prejudicate the fame." 

Thefe things were heard, but by terrors ob- 
jefted •, fliifted off and fruftrated by thofe means, 
who knew how to nouriflithe hatred between the 
women, who bore no inward good-will to each 
other, efpecially by the difcovery of the papers, 
which Chreyfton, a Scotch jefuit, failing into Scot- 
land, and intercepted by fome fea rovers of Hol- 
land, tore in pieces ; but the torn papers caft out 
of the Ihip, were caft again into the Ihip by a con- 
trary wind, not without a miracle, as Creyfton 
himfelf faid, and glewed together by the great la- 
bour and extraordinary fkill of Wade-, thefe dif- 
covered new plots of the pope, of the king of 
Spain, and of the Guifes, about the invading of 
England. 

Therefore, to defeat the v/icked counfels and 
fecret policies of feditious perfons, and to provide 
for the queen's fafety, upon which both the 
kingdom and religion depended. Many men, 
Leicefter fetting the firft example, of all condi- 
tions in England, out of common charity, bound 
themfelves in a certain affbciation, with their 
mutual oaths, fubfcriptions, and feals, to exert 
themfelvess to their utmoft againft all who at- 
tempted any thing againft the queen. 

The queen of Scotland, who readily under- 
ftood thit this was levelled at her, weary of her 

0^4 long 
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long mifery, and fearing worfe things, propoied 
thcic things to the queen and her counfellors, by 

Navus her Iccretary. 

" It" her liberty might be granted, and that flio 
" might be afiTured of the fmcere mind and love of 
" queen iLlizabeth, that (lie would bind herfelf in a 
" moft llrift league of amity with the queen, moft 
*' dutifully honour and obferve her before all other 
" Chrillian princes, forget all offences paft, ac- 
" knowledge her the true and moft rightful queen 
** of England -, and that fhe would not challenge, 
*' during her life, any right unto the crown of 
" England, norpradife anything againfther, di- 
*' re'flly or indireftly : and utterly to renounce the 
*' title and arms of England, which Ihe had ufcd 
♦* by the commandment of Francis her hufband i 
" and alio unto the bull of the pope, about her dc- 
'* ])()ritic)n and deprivation : yea, and alfo enter 
*' inio that allociation, for the fecurity of the 
*' (luren •, and into a dcfcnfive league (faving tho 
*' luiLunt league between h'rance and Scotland) 
*' yet lb, that nothing be done in the life of the 
queen, or after her death, which may be hurt- 
ful unto her her fon, and their heirs in fuc- 
*' ccfllon, before they be heard in the aflembly of 
♦' the ilatcs of Enojland. 

" For more aflurance of thefe things, that (he ■ 
will remain as an holla^!;e in England ; and, if 
Hie may have leave to depart out of England, 
that ilie will give pleclj^es. 
" Moreover, that flie v^lll alter nothing in Scot- 
hind, fv) i!ut the excreile of her religion be per« 
miiu-d only to her ani.; i.er f.uuily. 
^' 'i'ii.it !he will for eve r ior^'.;:t all the wrongs 
done Iier in Hcotlan'J, ( 'out yei: unrier that con* 
diiioi^ that t!iethin2,> jaibliiliLdio her prejudice 
p.\.:v be repealed.) 

" That 



(C 






MARY Queen of SCOTS. *4? 

" That fhe will commend unto the king coun- 
** fellors which were defirous to keep peace with 
•* England ; and would reconcile unto him as much 
*' as lay in her the noblemen that were fled into 
*' England, if they would humbly acknowledge 
" their fault -, and, that the queen gave her word 
*' to give aid unto the king againft them, if at any 
*' time they fell, or departed from their obedi- 
^' ence. 

*' That fhe would do nothing about her fon's 
*' marriage without the privity of the queen ; 
^' and that fhe would not do any thing without 
*' the privity of her fon : fo fhe requefled, that 
*' her fon might be joined in this treaty, whereby 
** it might be made more flrong. 

" She doubted not, but that the king of France 
•' would be contented, and bind himfelf by pro- 
*' mife, together with the princes of the houfe of 
*' Lorrain, for the performance of thefe agree- 
" ments." 

She alfo defired that thefe things might be an- 
fwered with fpeed, lefl any thing might happen 
in the mean while to hinder it. 

Laftly, fhe earneflly defired that fhe might be 
favoured with more liberty, that thereby the love 
of the queen might appear more evidently to her. 

As thefe things feemed highly honourable to 
her, queen Elizabeth appeared to rejoice ; and it 
was then thought fhe was inclined to deliver her; 
although there were fome in England who, fetting 
new fears before her eyes, difTuaded her from it. 
But the matter being well purfued, and in a man- 
ner concluded, was mpfl of all obftrufted by the ' 
Scots of the oppofitefaftion, who exclaimed, that 
queen Elizabeth was utterly undone, if fhe wetc 
delivered out of prifon -, and both the realms 
vyoulJ be undone, if the were joined with her foa 

in 



242 The LIFE and DEATH of 

in the kingdom of Scotland, and if the exercife of 
the Roman religion were permitted to her, even 
in her court. 

And fome of the mlnifters m Scotland, from 
their pulpits, and in their meetings, railed bitterly 
at their queen : they fpoke ill of the king and his 
counfellors -, and, being commanded to appear in 
perfon, obftinately and con temp tuou fly refufed to 
do fo, as if the pulpits were exempted from the 
king's authority, and ecclefiaftical perfons not 
fubjedt to the king, but to the prefbyterv; di- 
reftly againft the laws made this year in the af- 
fembly of the ftates; in the which, the king's au- 
thority over all perfons, both ecclefiaftics and the 
laity, was confirmed for ever : viz. That the king 
and his counfellors are competent judges in all 
caufes •, and they who refufe to obey the fame, are 
to be accounted traitors. 

The affemblies of prefbyteries, as alfo thofe of 
the laity, as well general as particular, were pro- 
hibited, as having arrogated, without the king's 
privity, boundlefs authority, meeting together 
when they thought proper, and prefcribing laws 
to the king and to all the realm. And alfo the 
popular equality of miniflcrs was abrogated, and 
their dignity and jurifdiftion rcftoied to the bi-- 
fhops, whofc vocation the prefbyteries had con- 
demned as antechriftian. And the infamous writ- 
ings againll the king, his mother, and counfel- 
lors, were prohibited ; and, in particular, the 
hiftory of (jeorge Buchanan, and his dialogue, 
" De jure rcgni apud Scoro.'^>," containing many 
things which fiiould be buried in eternal obli- 
vion. 

Many cenfured Patrick Grey, the Scotch em- 
baflador in Eiv^land, as if iie, won by bribes, had 
uttered many tlfmgs V) thv.^ prejudice of the king 

and 
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and his mother, and had prevented thefe moft 
equitable conditions propofed by the king's mo- 
ther, and fent by Navus, from being admitted. 

Upon this, queen Mary lofmg all patience, fell 
into a great forrow and indignation, and fo ftrong 
was her defire of liberty, that Ibe liftened to the 
treacherous advice of her enemies, as to the per- 
nicious devices of her friends : and fo much the 
more, becaufe fhe was perfuaded, that the aflbcia- 
tion was made to endanger her life •, ftie likewife 
had received fome intimation, that, by the policy 
of fome men, Ihe was to be taken away from the 
keeping of the earl of Shrewfbury, who being an 
upright man, did not favour their plots) and to be 
committed to new keepers. And, that it might 
be done with a better colour, and the credit of the 
carl of Shrewfbury, which was approved and well 
known, might not feem to be fufpefted ; for it 
was not thought advifable to call in queftion the 
reputation of fo great a man ; fufpicions were laid 
hold on, as if the plot of procuring her liberty had 
been begun, and thefe were founded upon certain 
emblems fent to her. 

Thofe were, Argus with many eyes, lulled 
afleep by Mercury playing tunes on his pipe, with 
this little fentence, " Eloquium tot lumina clau- 
fit." Another was Mercury ftriking off the head 
of Argus, who watched lo. A graft or cyon, en- 
grafted on a (lock, and bound with bands, yet 
Howering ; with this infcription under it, " Per 
vincula crefco.'* Another was a palm-tree much 
laden, but rifing again with thefe words, " Pon- 
deribus virtus innata refiftit.'* 

There was alfo an anagram, " Veritas armata,** 
out of her name, " Maria Stuafta •," the letters 
being tranfpofed, upon which a very bad inter- ' 
pretation was put. 

More- 
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Moreover, there were letters (hewn, as if they 
had been intercepted, in which the friends of tKc 
queen complained, that their caufe was hopelefs if 
ihe was put into the cuftodjr of the puritans. Un- 
der this colour, ftie was taken from Shrewfbury, 
and committed to the cuftody of Amias Pawlet 
and Drewgh Drury ; and that on purpofe, as fome 
think, that, being driven to dilpair, iOhe might be 
more ready to take rafh counfels, and more ealily 
enfnared. For Shrewlbury, in all that fifteen yeara 
had kept her with fo much caution, that there wat 
no place left for plots from her or againft*^her. 

And now (he dealt more earneftly with the pope 
and the king of Spain, by Francis Inglcfield, to 
haften what was begun, and that with all expedi- 
tion, whatfoever became of her. And Leiccftcr, 
who was thought to ftudy how to deprive the right 
owner of the fucceffion, fccretly fent ruffians, ta 
many faid, to murder her. But Drury, an honeft 
minded and upright man, detefted the wickednefi 
from his heart, and did not fuffer them to have any 
accefs to her. Yet fome fpics fccretly crept in, 
and there were fent many, as well counterfeit as 
true, letters •, by which her womanifh weaknefs 
might be fpurred on to her dellruftion i as will 
hereafter appear. 

And, in order to alienate Elizabeth entirely 
from her, it was whifpercd in her ears, that Allan, 
for the catholic's ecclcfialkics of England, and In- 
pleficld for the laity, and the bifhop of Rofs for 
the: queen of Scotland, with common confcnt, 
and with the confent of the pope and the king of 
Spain, l^acl decreed that queen l^lizabeth was to 
be depofc.lfrom her crown, and the king of Scot- 
land was to be tlifmlierired of the kingdom of 
England, as manifeii and incorrigible heretics i 
the queen of Scotland to be married to fome ca- 
tholic 
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tholic nobleman of England, he to be chofert king 
of England by the Englifh catholics, and the elec- 
tion to be confirmed by the pope: the lawful 
children of this man, by the queen of Scotland, 
to be declared fucceffors to the kingdom : and all 
thefe things upon the credit of Hart, a prieft^ 
But who this Englifhman Ihould be, Walfingham 
made diligent enquiry, and yet he could not dif- 
cover who he was. However, the fufpicion fell 
upon Henry Howard, brother to the duke of Nor- 
folk, who was of the chief nobility, a fmgle man, 
and an earned Roman catholic, and amongfl: them 
of great reputation and account. 

In a parliament held in the beginning of the 
year 1585, many laws were made againft papifts, 
■with the feverity of which they were terrified; and 
amongft them Philip Howard earl of Arundel, eldeft 
fon to the duke of Norfolk, infomuch that he de- 
termined to quit the kingdom, left he ihould offend 
againft them. 

This man, by the queen's favour, was reftored 
in blood three years before this time, and a little 
after he forfeited her good opinion, by the fecret 
infinuation of fome great courtiers, that he had 
fecretly reconciled himfelf to the Roman religion, 
and led a very auftere life. Hereupon he was 
once or twice called before the council, and 
cleared himfelf of all that, was laid to his charge; 
but yet he was commanded to keep his houfe. 
Aft:er fix months he was difcharged, and came to 
the parliament ; yet the firil day, when the fermon 
was preached, he ftole fecretly out of the com- 
pany. 

The parliament being ended, he being refolved 
to quit the kingdom, in his letters written to the 
queen, which he commanded to be delivered after 
he was gone over, made a long and grievous 

complaint 
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complaint of the envy of his mighty adverfarieSf 
unto which he was forced to yield, forafmuch as 
they triumphed over Iiis innocency ; he repeated 
the unfortunate deaths of his anceftors j that is to 
fay, of his great-grandfather, who was condemned 
and never called to trial ; of his grandfather, who 
was beheaded for trifling matters ; and of his fa- 
ther, who, as he affirmed, was circumvented by 
his enemies, and who never carried any evil mind 
toward his prince or country : but, that he, left 
he (hould run into the fame hard fortune his father 
had, forfook his country (that he might fpend his 
time in the fervice of God, and in the works tend- 
ing to the falvation of his foul) but not his loyalty 
and fidelity toward his prince. 

Before thefe letters were delivered, he went into 
Suflex, and, being ready to take (hip in an obfcure 
creek, was taken and apprehended by the treach- 
ery of his fervants, and difcovery of the matter of 
the Ihip, and committed to the Tower of Lon- 
don. 

At that time there was prifoner in the fame 
place Henry Piercy, earl of Northumberland -, a 
man of a lively fpirit and great courage, brother 
of Thomas, beheaded at York, fufpefted to be 
privy to the plot of Throgmorton, the lord Paget, 
and theGuifes, for invading England and deliver- 
ing the queen of Scotland, to whom he had always 
borne a great love and afFeftion. 

In the month of June he was found dead in his 
bed, fhot through with three bullets about the left 
pap, the doors being bolted on the infide. The 
coroner's inqucll, viewing the body, confidering 
the place, having found the piftol with the gun- 
powder in the chamber, his man who bought the 
piflol, and the feller thereof, being examined, gave 
I heir verdict, that the earl had killed himfclf. 

The 
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The third day after, the noblemen of the king- 
dom came in great numbers and met in the Star- 
chamber, where Thomas Bromly, lord-chancellor 
of England, fuccinftly declared, that the earl had 
plotted and devlfed treafon againft his queen and 
country ; which being upon the point of coming 
to light, had made him lay violent hands upon 
himfelf. But, that the multitude and commoa 
people, who always put the word conftruftions 
upon things, might be fatisfied, he commanded 
the king's attorney, and the king's councU at law, 
to deliver and explain at large the caufes why the 
earl was detained in prifon, and the manner of his 
death. 

Hereupon Popham, the queen's attorney-ge- 
neral, beginning at the rebellion in the north, 
fhewed out of the records. That he was arraigned 
for this rebellion, and for purpofing to deliver the 
queen of Scotland, did then acknowledge his fault, 
and fubmitted himfelf unto the mercy of the 
queen; and, that he was fined at five thoufand ' 
marks, as I have faid before ; and, that the queen, 
fuch was her clemency, took not a penny, but re- 
mitted the fame -, and, that after the execution of 
his brother for the fame fault, Ihe confirmed him 
in the honour of th^ earl of Northumberland : 
that he neverthelefs entered into new pradlices to 
deliver the queen of Scotland, to conquer Eng- 
land, to kill the queen, and to deftroy religion : 
that Mendoza, the Spanifh embaflador, had figni- 
fied to Throgmorton, that Charles Paget, under 
the name of Mope, had talked with him of thefe 
thing s fecretly in Suflex : that the lord Paget had 
infinuated the fame things almoft unto Throgmor- 
ton, and that the fame things were evident and 
apparent by the papers of Chreydton, the Sqottifh 

Jefuit, 
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Jefiiit, And that Charles Paget had told thefe thiilgri 
to Mr. Williiim Shelley when he feturned out tk 
tVancc. • 

1 hen EgertoMi the qucen^s follititor, argued 
ihrewdlv from the circumftatices and the grrat 
care tafcen of concealing it« that the earl waa 
guilty of, and privv to thcfe things \ that Is to faVy 
for tnat the earl, Iihcc that none in Hnsland could 
charge him with thcfc things, but the lord Pagetf 
who was very familiar with Throgmorton, a ftw 
days after the taking and npprrlienfion of Throg- 
morton, made a fliip reiuly for Paget by Shelley^ 
In which he palTcd over to IVancc. 

When Throgmorton began to confefs fome 
things, he dcjiarted from I iOndon, and went ouC 
of the way to Pctworth, and ficrnified to Shelleyj 
whom he had frnt for, that he was fallen into 
preat danger of his life, and of his eftate, and fc- 
fiuefted him to rohrcal the bufinefs, and to fend 
away thrm who were arqnainrrd with the departure 
of the Ion! Pngct, anil with the coming of Charles 
Paget, wh'rh wjis done forthwith: and he himfelf 
fent a f^ood way off the man wliom he had ufcd 
flbont ( harlrs Pi^grr. 

Morcovrr, tlic (olHritor faid, That he, being 
now in prilnn, dealt oftentimes with Shelley, by 
the kreprVfj whom he torruptrtl, to know what 
things, and oF what nature, he Imd eonfefledi 

7\fter that, Shrllcy, by a poor woman, a fecrct 
mrirmfSjrT Iictwirn them, h.ul errtilird him that he 
rn\iM not coinT.d matter'? a»iy longer •, that their 
conJitifin anil elliit<^ "v^rrc not Hke ; that he Hiould 
Inon Im: p\it on the wtri I;, but that the earl could 
nor, in irl'pect: of lii.M plaee an«.l decree, evcrhaVO 
written thole thing's which he had confelled, The 
earl li{;ii<^l [;ti('vi>uny, and lonirtimes laid, as Pan* 

toni 
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ton, who waited on him in his chamber eonfefied, 
that by the confeffion of Shelley he was utterly un- 
done. 

Then the manner and reafon of his death is de- 
clared, out of the teftimony of the inqueft of 
the lieutenant of the Tower, of fome of the 
wardens, and of Panton ; and thereupon it was 
^atheredf that he, for fear his houfe and family 
uould be utterly deftroyed, and a blemifh and 
blot caft upon them, had laid violent hands upon 
himfelf. Many worthy men, as well becaufe tney 
favoured nobility, as becaufe he was reputed a 
man of great valour, were heartily forry that fuch 
a man came to fuch a lamentable and wretched 
end. 

What the fufpefting fugitives faid of one Bal- 
live, one of Hatton*s men, who a little before was 
made keeper to the earl, we omit as a thin^ of 
fmall credit; neither do we mean tofct down thmgs 
frqm idle reports. 

In the year 1586, Philip, earl of Arundel, who 
had lain now a whole year in prifbn, was accufed in 
the Star-chamber, That he had relieved priefts 
againft the laws ; that he had had commerce of 
letters with Allan and Parfons the Jefuit, enemies 
of the queen ; and, that he had derogated in writ- 
ing from the juftice of the land, and imagined to 
depart out of the land without licence. 

He, profefling his duty and fervicc to the queen, 
and his love and good- will to his country, excufcd 
himfelf with great modcfty, by the love he had to 
the catholic religion, and by his ignorance of the 
laws -, and fubmitted himfeli to the cenfure and 
judgment of the lords, who fined him at ten thou* 
land pounds, and to be imprifoned during the 
queen*s pleafure. 

Vol. II. R, In 
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In the month of Julf , a mod pernicious coii- 
fplracy againll cjueen Elizabeth was difcovered; 
of which we will here give the reader a brief 
account. 

At Eaftcr, this year, John Ballard, a pricft of 
the fcminary of Rhemes, who had vifitcd many- 
Roman catholics in E^igland and Scotland, returned 
into France, accompanied with Mawd, one of* 
Walfingham*s fpics, a crafty diflembler who had 
bleared his eyes, and talked with Bernardino 
Mendoza, at that time ordinary embafladorof the 
king of Spain in France, and with Charles Paget, 
a man entirely devoted to the queen of Scotland, 
about invading of England ; faying, that now was 
a fit time, all the military men being abfent in the 
Low-countries ; and, that they could not hope for 
a fitter time, fince the pope, the king .of Spain, 
Guife and Parma, were determined to fet upon 
England, by that way to turn the war out of the 
Low-countries : and, though Paget held it clear, 
that it would be in vain, as long as the queen 
lived, yet Ballard was fent back into England, be- 
ing fworn to procure aid and help to the invaders, 
and liberty to the queen of Scotland \ and that 
with all fpced, and as foon as he could. 

At Witfuntide following, this Ballard, drefTed 
like a foldier, and called by a counterfeit name, 
captain Fol'cu, arrived in England, and talked at 
London about thcfe things with Anthony Babing- 
ton of Dcthick in Derbyfhire, a young man of 
a good family, rich, of an uncommon genius, and 
learned above his years ; who, being addiftcd to 
the Roman religion, had a little before ftolen over 
to France, without any licence, and had .been 
very familiar with Thomas Morgan, one that be- 
longed to the queen of Scotland, and with the 

bifliop 
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bifhop of Glafgow her cmbaffador ; Which two, in 
extolling continually the heroic virtues of fuch a 
queen, had fliewcd certain hopes of great honours 
and preferments by her; of which the ambitious 
young man quickly took hold. They alfo com- 
mended him, in their letters to the queen of Scot^ 
land : for, when he was returned to England, fhe 
courteoufly faluted him by her letters •, and, from 
that time, Morgan ufed to fend over, and to con- 
vey letters to her by his means, till fuch time as 
Ihe was ordered to be kept by Amias Paulet. For 
then, the young man feeing the danger, left off. 

With this Babington did Ballard deal about this 
matter. He was fully perfuaded that the invafion 
of England would come to nothing fo long as 
queen Elizabeth lived: but, when Ballard had 
infinuated that Ihe Ihould not live long ; that Sa- 
vage, who had taken an oath to kill her, was al- 
ready come mto England *, Babington did not like 
that fo important a matter fhould be committed 
only to Savage, left he fhould fail in his attempt j 
but rather to fix brave gentlemen, of whom he 
would have Savage one, left he Ihould break his 
oath : and Babington devifed a new way to have 
the land inv^aded by ftrangers, and decided con- 
cerning the havens where they Ihould land, the 
aid that fhould be joined to them, how to deliver 
the queen of Scotland, and to kill queen Eli* 
zabeth. 

Whilft he ftudied earneftly about this matter, he 
received, by a boy unknown, letters in a charafter 
or cypher familiar between the queen of Scotland 
and him, which mildly accufed him for his long 
filence, and bad him fend with fpeed a packet 
of letters fcnt from Morgan, and delivered by 
the fccretary of the French embaflador : which 
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he did, and by the fame meflenser wrote letters tt> 
her, wherein he excufed her mence, for that far 
was deprived of means and opportunity to (end* 
from the time that (he was put into the cuftody of 
Amias Paulet, a puritan, a mere Leyceilrian, and 
a profefTed enemy of the catholic faith, for fb he 
called him. 

He opened unto her, what he had conferred with 
Ballard, and told her, that fix gentlemen wtrt 
felec^ed to execute the tragical murder *, and, that 
he, with a hundred others, would deliver her at 
the fame time. He befought her, that rewards 
might be propounded, and given unto the heroical 
a^flors in this buHnefs, or to their pofterity, if they 
failed or died in the aflion. 

To thefe letters anfwer was made on the twenty- 
feventh of July, The forward care of Babington 
toward the catholic religion and herlelf, is com* 
mended -, but he was. advifed to proceed in the 
bufmefs warily ; and, that an ailbciation might be 
made amongft them, as though they feared the 
puritans ; and, that no ilir ihould be made be&re 
they were certain and afTured of foreign help and 
forces, that Ibme tumult might be raifed alfo in 
Ireland, whilft a blow or wound might be given . 
in thelc parts, Arundel, and his brethren, and 
Norrhumberland, might be drawn to their fide % 
Wcllmorland, Paget, and fome others, fecretly 
called hofne. 

And ihewuyalfoof delivering her was prefcribcd^ 
either by overthrowing a cart in the gate, or by 
burning tijc iliihles, or by intercepting herfelf 
when '■' e rod- up and down in the fields, for her 
recrration, Iv tween Chartley and StalFord. 

L:iftly, iiabir.gron wa commanded to give his 
W'>r.l anfi promilc for the rewards unto the fix gc-n- 
iiiiii.ii jnd the others. 

He 
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He had already gotten together fome gentlenien 
who were zealous Roman catholics, among which 
the chief were Edward Windfor, brother to lord 
Windfor, a mild young man ; Thomas Salifbury, 
of a noble family in Dcnbighlhire ; Charles Til- 
ney, of an ancient worfliipful houfe, the only 
hope of his family, and one of the gentlemen- 
penfioners to the queen, whom Ballard had lately 
reconciled to the Roman church ; both of them 
very able men ; Childiock Tichburn, of Hartip- 
Ihire-, Edward Abington, whofe father was cof- 
ferer to the queen ; Robert Gage, out of Surrey ; 
John Traverfe, and John Charnocke, of Lanca- 
Ihire ; John Jones, whofe father had been taylor 
to queen Mary ; the above-named Savage ; Barn- 
well, of a worlhipful f aniily in Ireland ; and Henry 
Dun, a clerk in the office of the firft fruits and 
tenths. Pooly alfo- infmuated himfelf amongft 
them. He was a man perfeftly inftrufted in the 
affairs of the queen of Scotland, a notable and 
cunning diflembler, who is thought to have dif- 
covered all their purpofes and counfels to Wal- 
fingham, day by day ; and to have urged thefc 
young men, ready enough to do evil headlong, 
by fuggefting and putting worfe things into their 
heads ; though Navus, fecretary to the queen of 
Scotland, had fecretly advifed them to beware of 
him. 

To thefe men Babington communicated the 
matter, but not all things to every one. He 
fhewed his letters, and thofe of the queen of Scot- 
land, to Ballard, Tichburn, and Dun. He moved 
Tilney and Tichburn to difpatch the queen. At 
firft they refufed to contaminate and embrue their 
hands in their prince's blood ; Ballard and Ba- 
bington told them, that it was lawful to kill 
princes who were excommunicated 5 and, that it 
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was cxcufablc, as being done for the good of the 
catholic religion. 

With thele arguments they were, with much 
ado, perfuaded, and gave confent; Abington, 
Barnwell, Charnock, and Savage, readily and vo- 
luntarily fworc to do it. Salifbury could not be 
pcrfuaded by any means to kill her, but to pro- 
cure the queen of Scotland's liberty, he oflered 
himfelf voluntarily to Savage and the others. Ba- 
bington would have aflbciated Tichenor, of whole 
fidelity and valour he had a groat opinion *, but he 
was gone to travel. Babington charged them not 
to impart the matter to any, before they had fworn 
them to be fecret. 

The confnirators conferred fometimes of this 
affair in Paurs church, in St. Giles's fields, and in 
the Taverns, in which they kept many feafts, 
puffed up with the hope of great honours, now 
and then extolling the valour of the nobility of 
Scotland, who had lately intercepted the king of 
Scotland at Sterling j and Gerard the Burgonian, 
who had killed the. prince of Orange, And, fofar 
did they carry their foolidi prefumption, that they 
caufcd them who were appointed to kill the queen 
to be painted in tables to the life, and Babington 
in the midft of them with this verfe : 

" Hi mihi funtcomitesquosipfapericuladucunt.** 
Thefe, my brave friends, even Danger's felf excites. 

But, becaufc this verfe, as too plain, did not 
fcem to their purpofe, they took it away, and, in 
its ftead, they put this : 

" Quorfum htec, alio properantibus ?" 
Why thefe, whilftclfc where wc our footfteps bend. 
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It is reported that thefe tables were intercepted 
and fecretly (hewn to the queen, who knew none 
of them by the countenance but Barnwell, who had 
oftentimes talked with her about the caufcsof the 
earl of Kildare, to whom he belonged ; but by 
other tokens which fhc was told, fhe knew the 
man. 

Happening once to take a walk for her recrea- 
tion, (he fpied Barnwell, and looked earneftly on 
him without fear -, and turning to Hatton, captain 
of her guard, and others, faid, " Am not I well 
*' attended and guarded, that have not in my com- 
" pany fo much as one man that weareth a fword ?'* 
Thefe words Barnwell himfelf told afterwards to the 
. confpirators, and (hewed them how eafily (he might 
then have been difpatched, if the confpirators had 
been there-, and Savage affirmed the fame. 

Now nothing troubled the mind of Babington 
more, than, left he fhould be difappointed of the 
foreign forces : therefore, to make that fure and 
certain, he determined to go over himfelf into 
France, and to fend Ballard over fecretly before 
for that purpofe : having got^ a licence under a 
counterfeit name by a bribe he had given ; and, 
that he might clear himfelf from all j'ufpicion, by 
the before-named Pooley, he fued to Walfingham 
to obtain leave of the queen for him to go into 
France, promifing to do good fervice in fearching 
and difcovering the moft fecret plots of the fugi- 
tives for the queen of Scotland. He commended 
the purpofe of the young man, and promifed him* 
not only a licence, but many and great rewards if 
he performed it ; yet he every day invented new 
delays, having come to the knowledge of their de- 
fign, by his own penetration, and by the intelli- 
gence of Gilbert Giffard a prieft, 

R 4 This 
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This man, born at Chellington in StaSbrdlbirt^ 
not far from Chartlcy, where the queen of Scot- 
land was kept, was fent about this time by the 
fugitives into England, under the counterfeit 
name of Lufon, to remind Savac;e of the oath he 
had taken, to lie hid in order to lend the letters to 
and fro between them and the queen of Scotland i 
ivhen they could draw neither the countefs of Arun- 
del, nor the lord Lumley, nor Henry Howard* 
nor George sherlcy, into fo dangerous an enter- 
prize. 

The fugitives, to try whether the conveying of 
letters by GifFard was Ikfc, iirfl fent blanks made 
up like packets, which when they underilood by 
anfwers to be delivered, they being more confi- 
cfent, fent others in cyphers concerning their af« 
fairs. But Giffard, whether tormented in conlci- 
ence, or corrupted by bribes, or terrified with 
fear, came recrctly to Walfingham, and told him 
who he was, and for what purpofe he. was fent into 
England, and offered all his fervice out of love to 
his country and prince -, and promifed to commu- 
nicate unto him all the letters he received, either 
from the fugitives or from tlie queen of Scotland. 

Walfingham embracing the occafion ofiered* 
received him favourably, fent him into StafFord- 
fliirc, and wrote to Powler, that he fliould fufier 
Ibme of his fcrvants to be corrupted by Giffard 
and winck ac it. He, as though unwilling, as he 
faid, that any of his fcrvants ftiould be made a 
traitor in a dificmbling manner, fuffered him to 
corrupt the brewer, or the man that kept the pro- 
vender, who dwelt hard l)y. 

riifr.ird (]iiickly corrupted the brewer for a few 
anf.V'ls of <-oKl, who, by a hole in the wall into 
winch d llonc was jv.it io that it might be taken 

out, 
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out, fecretly fcnt in aftd received bacK letters,, 
which by pofts appointed came to the hands of 
Walfingham, who unfealed and copied them out : 
and, by the fkill of Thomas PhHips, he found 
out the cyphers, aiid fo fealed them again, by the 
fkill of Arthur Gregory, tliat none could perceive 
them to have been unlealed! ; and fo fent them ta 
thofe to whom they were direfted.* So were thofe 
above-mentioned of th^ queen of Scotland to Bar 
bington, and his anfwers<to her, aild others to 
him (in which was craftily added a poftfcript in 
the fame character, bidding him fend the names 
of theiix gentlemen, if not the others) and alfo tlie^ 
letters fent the fame day to Mendoza, the king of 
Spain's embaifador, to diaries I^aget, the lord 
Paget, the archbiihop of Glafgow, and to Francis 
Inglefield -, every one of which were copied out, 
and afterwards conveyed as they were dire6ted. 

Queen Elizabeth, as foon as fhe underitood by 
thefe letters that fuch a' terrible florm hung over 
Her head, on the one fide from her fubje&s at 
home, and on the other fide from foreign enemies, 
commanded BaUard to be apprehended, thereby 
to fupprefs the confpiracy betimes. So on a fud- 
den he was taken in the houfe of Babington, in 
tlie very inftant that he was ready to go upon his 
journey intp France. 

Hereat Babington was wonderfully perplexed, 
and was in a thoufand minds, and went to Tich- 
Burn, and afked his advice what was to be done.* 
His counfel was, that the confpirators fhould fcat- 
ter and fly feveral ways ; but his own was, fecretly 
to fend Savage and Charnock, and that fpeedily, 
to difpatch the queen : yet, that they might come 
with more facility to her, they fhould provide 
richer cloaths for Savage, and he talked with them 
of this in Paulas church : but by and by changing 

his 
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his mind, and concealing his inward cares, he 
urged Walfingham, being then abfent and at court, 
that his licence to travel into France might be 
now at length granted \ and at the iame time in- 
treated him to let Ballard free, whom he fhould 
have great occafion to ufe in that ncgociation. 

Walfingham delayed, and held him on with 
fair promifcs from day to day j and, as concerning 
Ballard, and taking of him, he in that affair em- 
ployed Young, that cunning hunter out of the Ro- 
nianifts, and, as it were in friendftiip, fecretlyad- 
vifed him to take heed of fuch fellows, and pcr- 
luaded the young man to lie all night in Lonaon, 
till the queen figned his paflTport, and he himfclf 
returned to London, that they might talk of fuch 
important affairs with more fecrecy, and left the 
fiigitives, when he came to France, Ihould gather 
any manner of fufpicion from his going often to 
and fro thirlier. 

In the mean time, Scudamorc, gne of Wal- 
fingham's men, was commanded to watcH him 
very narrowly, and to accompany him in every 
place, under colour that he might oe the fafcr from 
the purfuivants. 

J lithcrto had Walfingham contrived and wrought 
the bufineis, the other counfellors of the queen 
being ignorant of it; and would have proceeded 
i'ui thcr, and lengthened it, but the queen would 
not, *' led," as llie fai^l, *' in not taking heed of 
•* a d,mgcr when fhe might, flie fhould fcem more 
" to tempt (iod, than to hope in him." There- 
fore an order was font from Walfingham to watch 
Babinfrton with more care. This not being fealed, 
was fo delivered, that Babington, being next to 
him at the table, read it alfo. Hereupon, being 
l\v\\\ty in confcicnce, and fufju-dting that all was 
diicovered, the next night, when he, Scudamore, 

and 
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and one or two more of Walfingham's men had 
chearfully fupped at a tavern, he, as if he would 
have paid the reckoning, arofe, leaving behind 
him his fword and cloak, and got to Weftminfter 
by the darknefs of the night, where Gage changed . 
cloaths with him, and put on Charnock's cloaths, 
and (o they went together into St. John's wood, 
near the city : to which place Barnwell and Dun 
came foon after. 

In the mean time they were proclaimed traitors 
throughout all England. 

*After lurking in woods and by-ways, when they 
had in vain foUicited money of the French embaf- 
fador, and horfes of Tichburn, they cut off Ba- 
bington's hair, and disfigured his face with the 
green ihells of walnuts j but being compelled by ' 
famine, they went to the Bellamy's houfe near 
Harrow on the Hill, which family was much ad- 
didled to the Roman religion. There they were 
hidden and.relieved with vidtuals in the barns, and 
dreffed in hufbandmen's apparel; but, being 
found after ten days, they were brought to Lon« 
don, the citizens teftifying their public joy with 
ringing of bells, making of bonfires in the ftreets, 
and finging of pfalms : fo much that the citizens 
received great commendations and thanks of the 
queen for thofe expreflions of loyalty. 

The other confpirators were foon taken, mofl: 
of them near the city, and Salifbury in Chefhirei 
his horfe being thruft through with ahalbard, and 
Traverfe with him, after they had fwam over the 
river of Wever ; and in Wales Jones was taken, 
who, being acquainted with the intended invafion, 
had alfo hidden them in his houfe, after he knew 
they were proclaimed traitors, and had moreover 
furnifhed Salifbury in his flight with a horfe, and 
his man, who was a pried, with a cloak he lent 

him. 
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Mm. Only Windfor was not found. Many day* 
were fpcnt in the examination of thefe men, who^ 
in their confeffions, impeached one another, 
concealing nothing that was true. 

All this time the queen of Scotland^ and 
h'er fcrvants, were fa narrowly kept and watched 
by Powlet, that thefe things were kept from her 
knowledge, though publicly known in all Eng* 
land. As foon as thefe men were taken, Thomas 
(jorge was lent ta inform her in few words, of 
thefe things •, which he did, (he nothing dreaming 
thereof, as fhe had taken horfe to go a huntings 
neither was fhe fuffered to return, but under Ihcw 
of honour, lead about to gentlemen'is. houfes that 
lived thereabduts. 

In the mean time, J. Maner, Edward Afton, 
Richard Bagot, and William Wade, by commif. 
lion from the queen, kept Navus and Curlus her 
fecretaries, and other fervants feverally, that they 
ihould have no communication with each other^ 
tior with the queen. And, breaking open the 
doors of her clofet, fent all her cabinets and defks/ 
in which her papers were laid, fealed up with their 
fials to the court. 

Then Powlet, being fo commanded, Icizcd on 
all the money, left Ihe fhould corrupt any body 
with bribes, and gave his word to reftore it. The 
calkets and defks being fearched before queen 
Elizabeth, there were found the letters of many 
ftrangers, the copies alfo of letters to many -3, about 
Jixty kinds of cyphers, and alfo the letters of nmny 
noblemen of England, offering their love and fer- 
vice, which yet queen Elizabeth diflembled in 
filence-, but they fufpedling this^ did afterwards 
all they could againft the queen of Scots, that {o 
they might not feem to have favoured her. 

Now GifFard, having fenred their purpofe in 
^his manner, was fent into France as a baniihed 

man« 
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man, leaving firft with the French embzffaidot in 
Eo^and, a paper containing this charge, not to 
deliver any letters from thequee;i of Scadaad, or 
from the fugitives, which ibould fall into his hands, 
to any other but him that brought the counterr 
part of it, which he fecretly feot to Wailing- 
ham. 

Being returned into France, after fonje months, 
he was caft into prifon for his wickiE;d life ; and, 
being fufpe<5led or thefe prqcecdings, died wretch- 
edly. 

On the thirteenth day of September, feven of 
the confpirators were brought to the bar and ar- 
raigned, and acknowledged themfelves guilty, asd 
received fentence for treafon. On the next day, 
the other feven, being brought to the bar, pl^uied 
not guilty to their iudidtment, and put themfelves 
to be tried by God and their country, were proved 
guilty by their own confcffions, and were like- 
wife condemned, Pooly only, though he .was 
privy to all, becaufe he affirmed that he had madd 
lome difcoveries to Walfinghanr, was npt AtaU 
arraigned. 

On the twentieth day of the iame month, the 
firft feven were, on a pair of gallows, fet upon a 
fcafFold on St. Giles in the Fields, where they had 
ufed to meet, hanged, and cut down, and their 
privities cut oS^ bowelled and quartered, whilft 
yet ahve ; Ballard, the contriver of the wicked-^ 
nefs, afking pardon of God and the queen, with 
this reftriftion, if he had ofibnded her. 

Babington (who, without fear, beheld the ex* 
ecution of Ballard, whilft the others, turning their 
faces away, and on their knees, were earneft at 
their prayers,) ingenuoufly acknowledging his 
fault *, and, being let down from the gallows ie- 
veral times, plainly cried out in the Latin tongue, 
" Parce mihi Domine Jefu.** 

Savage, 
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' Savage (the rope breaking) fqll from the gal- 
lows, and was diredtly pulled away, and his privy 
members cut off, and bowelled alive. 

Barnwell extenuated the fault, with the pre- 
text of religion and confcience. 

Tichburn, humbly acknowledging his wick- 
cdnefs, moved all the multitude to compaflion, 
and {o alfo did Tilney, being a well-fliaped man» 
and modeft in behaviour, 

Babington, being of a turbulent Ipirit and na- 
ture, uttering threats and terrors, of the blood 
that was *ere long to be fhed in England. 

On the next day, the other feven were drawn to 
the fame place, but ufed with more mercy by the 
queen's command, who detefted the former cru- 
elty i for every one of them hung till they were 
quite dead, before they were cut down, and 
bowelled. 

Salilbury the lirft, was very penitent, and ad- 
vifed the Catholics not to attempt the reftitution 
o£ religion by force of arms. 

Dun, who was the next, did the fame. 

JontfS protefted that he had difluaded Salifbury 
from this enterprize ; and, thit he utterly con- 
demned and difliked the haughty and raih temper 
of Babington, and the purpofe of invalion. 

Charnock and Travers, attentive wholly to 
their prayers, commended themfelves to God and 
the faints. 

Gage, es^toUing the bountiful liberality of the 
queen towards his father, and detefting his own 
treacherous ingratitude towards a princefs fo well 
deferving. 

Hierom Bellamy, who had hidden Babington 
after he was proclaimed traitor (whofe brother, 
privy to the fame offence, had ftrangled himfelf 

in 
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in prifon) afliamed and filent, .was the laft of this 
company. 

Thcfe men being executed, Navus the French- 
man, and Curlus the Scot, who were fecretaries to 
the queen of Scotland, being examined about the 
letters, copies of letters, and little notes and cy- 
phers found in the queen's clofet, voluntarily ac- 
knowledged^ . by their . fubfcriptions, that the 
hand-writing was their own, indited by her in 
French, taken down by Novus, and tranflated 
into Englifh by Curlus. Neither did they^deny, 
that fhe received letters from Babington, and that 
they were wrote back by her orders in the fenfe 
aforefaid. Yet this is certain, from letters, that 
when Curlus, at this time, alked Walfingham for 
what he promifed, that Walfingham reproved 
him, as one forgetful of an extraordinary ravonr, 
fince he had not confefTed any thing but what he 
could not deny, when Navus charged him with it 
to his face. 

The counfellors of England could not agree 
what fhould be done with the queen of Scotland : 
fome were of opinion, that no feverity fliould be 
ufedagainft her, but thatlbe (hould be kept very 
clofe, as well becaufe fhe was not the beginner of 
this plot, but only made acquainted with it ; and 
alfo becaufe fhe was fickly, and [not likely to live 
long. Others, for the fecurity of religion, would 
have her difpatched out of the way. Leicefter had 
rather have it done by poifon, and fecretly fent a 
divine to Wolfingham, to prove to him, that it 
was lawful ; but Walfingham protefted, that he 
was fo far from allowing that any violence fhould 
be ufed, that long ago he had oppofed the advice 
of Morton, who had perfiiaded them to fend her 
into Scotland, that fhe might be killed in the 
very borders of both the kingdoms. 

They 
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T^ieywcrc, moreover, of different opinionjs, by 
"what law or a£t they fhould proceed againfl: her ; 
whether bytliat of the twenty- fifth year of Ed- 
ward III. (in which, he is a traitor who devifeth KQ 
kill the king or queen, or moveth war in t}\e 
kingdom, or doth adhere unto his enemies :) pr 
whether, by an aft <rf the t^y.enty-fevcnth year of 
qyeen Elizabeth. 

At length their opinion prevailed, who would 
have it by this latter law, as made for this pur- 
pofe, and therefore to be accommodated to it ^ 
and, purfuant to that law, jenadted the ye^r 
befpre, ;that enqui ry might be made, and fenten<;e 
pronounced a^ainft them who railed, rebellioq, ip- 
vaded the kincdom, or attempted to hivrt t|^e 
queen, many of the privy-council, and noblemen 
a£ England, were chofen commilfioners by letters- 
patents ; the form x>f which was as follows : 

ELIZABETH, by the crace of God, ©f 
•* Enffland, France, and Ireland, queen, defender 
** of me faith, &cc. To the moft reverend father 
*' in Chrift, John, archbifhop of Canterbury, pri- 
^^ mate and metropolitan of all England, and pqe 
" of our privy-council •, and to our beloved aiyl 
*' trufty Thomas Bromley, knight, chancellor pf 
*' Ejigland, and another of our privy-counfel ; 
" and alfo to our well- beloved and trufty William^ 
" lord Burghley, lord-treafurer of England, anQ- 
*' ther of our privy-council j and alfo tt) our mqft 
*' dear coufin William, marquis of Winchcftert 
*' one of the lords of the parliament •, and to oyr 
*« moft dear coufm Edward, earl of Cbcford,. &C9t 
** chambeilain of England, another of the Ton^Js 
*' of the parliament •, and alfo to our moft dc»r 
** coufin George, earl of Shrewfbury, earl-marihfd 
** of England, another of our privy-council; suyd 
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** to oiir moft dear coufin Henry, earl of iK^ent^ 
^^ another of the lords of the parliament ; and 
•^^ alfo to our moft dear coiifin Henry, earl of 
*' Derby, another of our privy-council ; and to 
*' our moil dear coufin William, earl of Worcefter^ 
*' another of the lords of the parliament; and to 
*' our moft dear coufin EcWard, earl of Rutland^ 
*' another of the lords of the parliament ; aftd to 
" our moft dear coufin Ambrofe, earl of War*- 
*' wick, niafter of our ordnance, another of our 
" privy-council -, and to our moft dear coufin 
** Henry, earl of Pembroke, another of the lords 
*' of the parliament ; and alfo to our moft dear 
*' coufin Robert, carl of Leicefter, mafter of our 
*' horfe, another of our privy-council ; and to our 
** moft dear coufin, Henry, earl of Lincoln, ano- 
*' ther of the lords of the parliament; and alfo to 
*^ our moft dear coufin Anthony, vifcount Mori* 
** taguc, another of the lords of the parliament j 
** and to our well- beloved and trufly Charles, lord 
*' Howard, our great admiral of England, anothcir 
*'ofour priyy-council ; and to our well-beloved 
*' and fkithful Henry, lord Hiinfdon, our lord- 
*' chamberlain, another of our privy-council ; and 
** alfo. to our well-beloved and trufty Henry, 
*' lord of Abergavenny, another of the lords of 
** the parliament ; and to our well-beloved and 
** trufty Edward, lord Zouch, another of tK^ 
*' lords of the parliament ; and to our wcll-belovca 
*' and trufty Edward, lord Morley, another of the 
•' lords of the parliament ; and alfo to our well- 
** beloved and trufty William, lord Cobham, lord 
*' warden of our five ports, another of our privy- 
** council ; and alfo to our well beloved and trufty 
*^ Edward,' lord Stafford, another lif the lords of 
*' the parliament; and alfo to our well- beloved 
•' and trufty Arthur, lord Grcy^of Wilton, another 
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^* of the lords of the parliament ; and alfb to our 
well-beloved and trufty John, lord Lumley, ftno^ 
ther of the lords of the parliament ; and alio to 
our well-beloved and trufty John, lord Sturton, 
*^ another of the lords of the parliament ; and to 
•* our well-beloved and trufty William, lordSandys, 
^* another of the lords of the parliament *, and alfo 
•• to our well-beloved and trufty Henry, lord 
*• Wentworth, another of the lords of the parlia- 
** ment -, to our well-beloved and trufty Lewis, 
*^ lord Mordaunt, another of the lords of the par- 
** liament ; and to our well-beloved and trufty 
** John, lord St, John of Bletfo, another of the 
•' lords of the parliament ; and alfo to our weH- 
" beloved and trufty Thomas, lord Buckhurft, 
^* another of our privy-council j and to our well- 
" beloved and trufty Henry, lord Compton, ano- 
^' ther of the lords of the parliament ; and alfo to 
" our well- beloved and trufty Henry, lord Cheney, 
*^ another of the lords of the parliament : to our 
^^ well-beloved and trufty Francis Knolles, kniffhtf 
" treafurer of our houftiold, another of ourpnVy- 
^^ council ; and alfo to our well-beloved and trufty 
James Crofts^ knight, comptroller of our faid 
houftiold, another of our privy-council : to our 
beloved and trufty Chriftopher Hatton, knight, 
our vice-chamberlain, another of our pnvy- 
^* council; and alfo to our trufty and well- beloved 
" Francis Walfingham,, knight, one of our chief 
" fccretaries, another of our privy-council i and 
alio unto our trufty and well-beloved William 
Davifon, efquire, another of our principal fecre- 
taries, of our .privy-council •, and to our trufly 
^' and well-beloved Ralph Sadleir, knight, chancd^. 
*' lor of our dutcliy of Lancaftcr, another of our 
" privy-council ; and alfo to our trufty and well- 
'' beloved Walter Mildmay, knt. chancellor of oiir 
. ?' Exchequer, another of our privy-couacil i ao'd to 
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** out trufty and well-beloved Amias Powlet, lent* 
** captain of the ifle of Jerfey, anotherof our privy- 
** council : and to Our trufty and well- beloved John 
WoUey, efq; our fecretary for the Latin tongue, 
another of our privy- council ; and alfo to our 
trufty and Well-beloved Chriftopher Wray, 
knight, chief-juftice of the King*s-Bench -, and 
to our trufty and well-beloved Edmund Ander- 
** fon, ' knight, chief-juftice cf the Common 
Bench, Roger Manwood, knight, chief baron 
of our Excheqner, Thomas Gawdy, knight, 
one of the juftices of the King's-Benchj and 
William Peryam, one of the juftices cf our 
Bench, greeting, &x. 
And, not to fet it down verbatim ! after the 
recapitulation of the aft made the laft year, thclc 
words follow : 

When, after the fcffion of parliament, viz. 
after the firft day of June, in the twenty-feventh 
year of our reign, divers things have been cbm- 
pafled and devifcd, tending to the hurt of our 
royal perfon, as well by Mary, daughter and 
heir of James the Firft^ lately king of Scotland^ 
and commonly called queen of Scotland, and 
dowager of France, pretending title unto the 
crown of this realm of England, as by divers 
other perlbns, with the privity of the fame 
Mary, as it is given us to underftand : and for 
that we intend and determine, that the faid aft 
fhould be executed rightly and effe ftually in all 
things, and by all things, according to the tenor 
" of the faid aft : and, that all the offences afore- 
" faid, in the aforefaid aft, as it is faid, mentioned, 
" and the circumftances of the fame ftiould be ex- 
" amined, and lentence and judgment thereupon 
" given, according to the tenor and efFeft of the 
" laid aft : 
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\Vc give unto you, and to the greater part 
of you, full and ample power, faculty, and 
authority, according to the tenor of the faid 
a(fl, to examine all and Hngular things, com- 
paflfed and deviled, tending to the l*urt of our 
** royal perlbn ; witli tlie privit)' of the faid Mary, 
** and all the circumftanccs of the fame, and ill 
** the aforcfaid offences whatfoever, mentioned in 
** the faid aft, as it is faid, and all circumftrnces 
'* of the fame offences, and of even one of thciru 

m 

** And moreover, accordir.g to the tenor of the iaid 
*' aft, to give fentcncc and judgment, even as 
" the matter (hall appear imto you ujxm good 
" proof i and therefore wc command you to prOi» 
" cced diligently upon the aforcfaid things in the 
** form aforcfaid, at certain days and places 
" which vou, or tlie orrcatell iwn of vou, Ihall 
** appoint, and provide for this purpol'e, &:c. 

Mod of tiiefc cimc to Fcxiringhay callle in 
Northamptonlhire, on the eJexenrii day of Oc- 
tober, where the queen of Scotland was then 
kept. 

On tlie next day the commiffioners fcni to 
ker fir Walter Mildnuy, lir Amias Powlet, and 
Edward. Barker, a public notan, who delivered 
into her hands the letters of queen Elizabeth; 
which, when ihe had read over, ihe with a princely 
countenance, and great com[K)fure of mind, faid^ 
** I am much aggrieved, that the queen, my moft 
•* dear filler, is wrong infoimed of me ; and that 
** I, who have fo ftraitly been kept fo many years^ 
** and being now lame, after I have offered ib 
•* many equal and and tair conditions for my li* 
•* berty, have lain fo long a time neglected : al- 
** tlu>ugh I have fully forewarned her of many 
•* dangers, yet I was not believed^ but was al- 
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*' ways defpifed, although I am nioft near to her 
*' in blood. 

When the aflbciation was made, and when It 

was confirmed in the parliament, I forefaw, that 
** whatfoever danger befel, either by foreign 

princes abroad, or any hare-brain fellows at 
*' home, or for the caufe of religion, I Ihould 
'' pay dear for the fame, I having fo many deadly 
*' enemies at court. I may take it in evil part, 
*' and I have caufe for it, that a league was made 
*' with my fon, without my privity or knowledge ^ 
" byt fuch like things I pretermit, 

" But, to come unto thefe letters •, it feemcth 
'' ftrange unto me, that the queen commandeth 
^' me, as if I were her fubjeft, to come unto a 
** trial : I am an abfolute queen, neither will I do 
*' or commit any thing, which may impair or 
*' wrong the royal majefty of kings and prinpes, 
^' of my place and rank, or my fon ; my mind is 
^' not fo deje6led, neither will I yield and fink 
'' down vjnder cdamity, Y refer myfelf unto thofe 
** things which I protefted before Bromley and 
^* the Iqrd Delaware. The laws ^n<^ ftatutes of 
** England are to me utterly unknown -, I am de(^ 
*' titute of counfellors ; I tell you plain, I knoW 
*' not who may be my peers : my papers and 
*' notes of remembrances are taken from m^i 
*' there is none that dare plead or fpeak in my 

caufe. I am free from all offence againft the 

queen y neither am I to be called in qucftion^ 
*' but upon my own word or writing, which can 
*' never be brought againft me -, but yet I cannot 
^' deny, but that I have commended myielf and 
'* my caufe to foreign princes. 

On the next day Powlct and Barker returned ta 
}x^r in the name of the commilTioner^ ihcwed h«r 
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this anfwer in writing, and afked her if ihe per* 
fifted in it. 

After (he had heard it diftinftly read, (he faid it 
was truly and rightly copied, and faid (he would 
perfift in the fame: " But, fhc added, I did not 
** remember onj thing which I wifli may be put in; 
** whereas the queen hath written I am fubjed and 
** liable unto the laws of England, and am to be 
" jvidffed by them, becauie I lived under the pro* 
" teftion of them : I anfwer. That I came mto 
" England to a(k and crave aid and help, from 
** which time I have been kept and detained Ul 
♦^ prlfon, and could not enjoy the proteftion and 
" Dcncfit of the laws of England j and hitherto I 
** could not underftand by any body what the lawa 
*^ of England were/* 

In the afternoon, feveral chofen out of the com- 
miflioncrs came to her, with men verfed in the 
canon and civil laws j but the chancellor and the 
treafurer declared their authority out of the let- 
ters-patents, and made it appear to her, that nei- 
ther captivity, nor the prerogative of royal ma- 
jcRy, could exempt her from anfwering in this 
kingdom •, admonifliing her mildly to hear the 
objeftions made againft her -, if not, they threatened 
they both might, and would proeecd againft her 
by the authority of the law. 

She anfwered, *' That (he was not a fubjeft* 
" and had rather die a thoufand times than ac- 
** knowledge herfelf a fubjeft -, fince that, by ac- 
** knowledging it, fhe Ihould do prejudice and 
*' wrong unto the highnefs of the majefty of kings, 
** andwithall, fliould confefs herfelf to be bound 
♦* unto all the laws of England, even in matters 
** of religion, Neverthelefs, flie was ready to 
•' anfwer iimto all things in a full and free parlia- 
^* mcnt, fince that (he is ignorant, if only fof a 
" fafliion and a fliew, this aflembly was appointed 
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•* againft her, already condemned with their forc- 
•* judgments; therefore ihe clofcly admoniflieth 
•* them to look unto their confciences, and to rc- 
•* member, that the theatre of the whole world 
** was far more fpacious th^ the kingdom of 
" England.'* 

Laitly, fhe began to complain of the injuries 
done her, arid the treafurer to enumerate the fa- 
vours beftowed upon her by queen Elizabeth, 
viz. That fhe had punifhed many who ftrove to 
invalidate the right fhe challenged to Ehgland, 
and had prevented her from being condemned by 
the flates of the realm, for purfuing the marriage 
with the duke of Norfolk, the rebellion in the 
North, and other things ; but fhe, feeming to 
treat thefe a$ things of little importance, they 
went away. 

A few hours after, they fhewed the heads of the 
letters-patents, together with the names of the 
commiflioners, by Powlet and the foUicitor, that 
(he might fee that they were to deal formally, and 
according to equity, and not according to the 
quirks of the law. 

She made no exceptions againft the commiflion- 
ers, but remonftrated vehemently againfl the new 
or late aft, upon which all the authority of the 
commifljoners depended, alledging, that it was 
devifed purpolely againft her-, and that there 
was no example of the like proceeding •, and that 
fhe would never fubmit herlelf to be tried upon 
that aft. 

She afkcd by what law they would proceed 
againft her ; if by the civil, or canon laws, fhe 
faid the expounders were to be fent for to Pavia, 
or Poitiers, and other foreign univerfities, fince 
fit men were not to be found in England. She 
added, that it was evident, by plain words in 
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the letters, that (he was accounted guilty of the 
fkutt, although (he was not lieard ; and therefore 
Ihc had no rrafon to anpear before them, and Ihe 
required to be fatisfieu of many fcruples in thcfc 
letters, wliich Ihe had remarked, confufcdly and 
in hafte, by herfelf -, but (lie would not deliver 
them in writing -, for tliat it did not become a 
king or a prince to play the fctibe. 

The conuTiifTioners came to her agam about this 
affair, and fhc fignified to them, that flic did nor 
underftand the meaning of tliefe words, " Since 
** fhc is in the proteftion of tlie queen. 

The chancellor anfwcred, " This is to be ap- 
*' parent enough to any one of undcrftanding^ 
" out yet it is not the duty of fubjefts to expound 
" what the queen meant, neither were they made 
" commiflioncrs for that caufe." 

Then flic requefled, that the proteftation 
which fhe had made, in former times, Ihould be 
fhewed and admitted. Tt was anfwcred, that it 
was never admitted, neither could it be admitted 
now ; for that it was an injury to the crown of 
England. 

She afked by what authority thev would 
proceed. It was anfwcred, by the autiiority of 
the letters-patents, and the law of England. 

But you, faid ihr, make laws as you lift ; 

unto which, it is no rcafon why I (hould fub- 
" mit myfclf, fince that the Englifhmen, in for- 
" mer times, rcfufed to fubmit themfclvcs unto 
" the Salic law of the Frenchmen. But, if they 
** proceeded by the law of England, they ihould 
*' bring a precedent for their doings, fince that, 
*' that law, for the mofl part, confifted upon ex- 
" am|)les and cufloms : but if by the cannon law, 
" then no other men ought to expound the fame 
•* but the m ikers of them." 

It 
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It was anfwered, that they would proceed nei- 
ther by the eivil nor canpn laws, but by the laws 
of England -, but, that it might be proved, by the 
civil and canon laws, that {he ouj.';ht to appear be- 
fore them, if (he did not refufe to hear this^ nei- 
ther did fherefufe to hear, but as in way of com- 
munication, and not by way of juftice, or trial. 

Hereupon Ihe declared, that (he never com- 
pa(red or devifed any thing to hurt or kill the 
queen, that (he had been offended at the w:rongs 
and indignities done her, that (he (hould be a 
ftumbling- block, if rigoroufly ufed ; that (he did, 
by Navus, o{Fer to do all that lay in her power for 
the revocation of the pope's bull : that (he would 
have defended her innocence by letters, but this 
was not permitted : and, to conclude, that all her 
pfBces of good-will for this twenty years have 
been rejefted •, as (he proceeded in this manner, 
they interrupted her, and bade her fay in plain 
terms, whether (he would anfwer before the 
commi(rioncrs ; (he replied, "« That this their - 
^* authority was given to them by the new aft 
^* made to infnare her : that (he could not endure 
*' the laws of the queen, which (he, upon good 
•* reafon, fufpefted : that Ihe, having been hither- 
" to of good courage, would not now wrong her 
" anceftors the kings of Scotland, by acknow- 
" ledging, that fhe is a fubjcft of the crown of 
" England ; for this is no other than openly to 
" confcfs them, thereby to have been rebels and 
" traitors. Yet, that (he refufed not to anfwer, 
'' fo fhe be not reduced unto the rank of a fub- 
" jeft : and that (he had rather die a thoufand 
" times, than to anfwer as a criminal offender.'* 

To this Hatton, the vice-chamberlain of the 
queen, made anfwer ; " You are accufed (but 
" not condemned) to have confpircd to kill our 
" lady and anointed queen. You fay you arc a 
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queen. Be it fo : but the royal eilate of a 
queen doth not exempt you from anfwering un- 
^^ to fuch a crime as this is, neither by the civil 
** nor canon law, nor by the law of nations, nor 
" by the law of nature. For all juftice would be 
** or no force, yea, be utterly overthrown, if faults 
^* of fuch a nature Ihould l>e committed without 
** punilhment. If you be innocent, you do wrong 
** to your credit, by flying from trial. Yoii pro- 
^^ teft yourfelf to be innocent, but queen Eliza- 
•* beth, of another mind, and not without cauie» 
•' but truly to her great grief-, therefore, to cx- 
^* amine your innocency, (he hath fent with au« 
^^ thority, mod honourable, moft wife, and moft 
*' upright men, who, with eauity and with &• 
**'vour, are to hear you-, and they will reurice 
** from their heart, if you clear yourfelf of this 
•' crime. Believe me, the queen herfelf will be 
^ very glad, who faid to me at my departure, that 
•' there could not a thing have happened more 
*' grievous unto her, than that you are charged 
*' with this fault. 

*' Wherefore, laying by the fuperfluous privi* 
'* lege of a royal eftate, which can be now of no 
*' ulc, make your appearance for a trial, fhewyour 
*' innocency, left by fearching of evafions, vou 
" draw upon yourfelf fufpicion, and purchaie a 
*• perpetual blemifh of your reputation." 

^^ I do not refufe, faid (he, to anfwer in a full 
" parliament, before the eftates of the kingdom be 
" fully called, fo that Imay be declared next in 
** fuccellion : yea, and before the queen and her 
" counfcUors, fo that my proteftation may be ad- 
^^ mitted, and I may be acknowledged the nexfe 
** kinfwoman of tlie queen. In plain terms, I 
" will not lubmit myfclf unto the judgment of 
** min^ aiverfarics, by whom I know, all the dc- 

" fence 






MARY Queen of SCOTS. 275 

•' fence I can make of mine innocency will not be 
*' allowed and received." 

The chancellor asked her. If fhe would anfwer 
if herfproteftat ions were admitted: fhe anfwered, 
I will never fu^iit me to the new law, men- 
tioned in the letters-patents.** Hereupon the 
treafurer replied, Yet we will proceed to-morrow 
though you be abfent, and continue obftinate in 
the caufe. She laid, *' Search and examine your 
" confciences, have regard to your honour, God 
'' will requite you and your heirs for your judg- 
*' ment upon me.** 

On the next day, being the fourteenth day of 
Oftober, flie fcnt for fome of the commiflioners, 
and requefted, that the proteftation might be ad- 
mitted and allowed. 

The treafurer asked her whether Ihe would 
come to trial, if the proteftation were only re- 
ceived, and put into writing without being ad- 
mitted. 

At length fhe condefcended, but much againft 
her will, left fhe, as fhe faid, might feem to dero- 
gate from her predecefTors or fucceflbrs ; adding, 
that file was very defirous to clear herfelf of the 
crime objected, being perfuaded by the reafons of 
Hatton, which fhe had better thought on. 

Hereupon the commiflioners that were prefent, 
aflembled in the Prefence-Chamber. There wasr 
a chair of ftate fet under a canopy in the uppef 
part of the chamber, for the queen of England ; 
againft it, lower and farther off, ne^f to the rails, 
a chair for the queen of Scotland; clofe to the 
y/alls on both fides, benches, or forms ; on which, 
on the one fide, fat the chancellor of England, the 
treafurer of England, the earls of Oxford, Kent, 
Derby, Worcefter, Rutland, Cumberland, War- 
wick, Pembroke, Lincoln, and vifcount Monta- 
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cute ; on the other fide, the lords Abcrgavennyp 
Zouch, Morley, Stafford, Grey, Lumley; Stur- 
ton, Sandys, Wentworth, Mordaunt, St. John of 
Bletfo, Compton, and Cheney^ Next to'tneni fat 
the knights of the prlvy-counOT; as James C-oft, 
Chriftopher Hatton, Francis Walfihgham, Ralph 
Sadleir, Walter Mildmay, and Amias P.owlet; 
forward, before the earls, fit the two chief jwf- 
tices, and the chief baron of the Exchequer ; on 
the other fide, two barons, and other juftices. 
Dale and Ford, doftors of the civil law ; at a 
little -table in the middle, fat Popham the queen's 
attorney, Egerton the foUicitor, Gawdy the 
queen's ferjeant at law, the clerk of the crown, 
and two clerks. 

When file was come, and had fet herfelf in her 
feat, filence being made, Bromley the chancellor, 
turning to her, made a Ihort fpeech to this pur- 
pofe: "The moft high and mighty queen of 
. ** England, being certified, to her great grief and 
" anguifh of mind, that you have plotted both 
*' the deftruflion of her and of England, and alfo 
*' of religion ; according to the duty due unto 
*' God, herfelf, and people -, in the which, left 
** file fliould fail, and out of no malice of mine, 
" hath appointed thefe commiflioners, who may 
" hear what things are objefted againft you, and 
" how you can clear yourfelf from the crimed laid 
^' againfl: you, and Ihew your innocence." 

She rifing up, faid, that (he came into England 
*' to feek and requeft aid, which was promifed her, 
*' neverthelefs, that ftie was detained in prifon ever 
^' fince that time. She protefted, that (he wa§ 
'' not fubjeft to the queen, neither was to be 
*' forced, or compelled to be. brought in, or tried 
*' before the commiflioners, or any other judge, 
*' for any caufe whatfoever, but only Go4 alone. 
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** the fovercign judge of all^ left that flie Ihould 
•' do wrong and injury unto her own royal ma- 
** jcfty, htt fon the king of Scotland, her fuccef- 
•* fors, or any other ablblute princes ; but now 
•' fhe was there in perfon to refel the crimes ob- 
" jefted againft her." 

And Ihe requefted her friends or fervants to 
witnefs thefe things. The chancellor not acknow- 
ledging that help was promifed, anfwered, " That 
" this proteftation was to no purpofe; for that 
" whofoever, of whatfoever rank or eftate he were 
" in England, did oflfend againft the laws of Eng- 
*' land, n^ay be made fubjeft to the fame, and 
" may be examined and judged by the late new 
" law. And that therefore that proteftation made 
" to the prejudice of the laws, and of the queeii 
*' of England, was not to be admitted." 

Yet the commiffioners commanded, as well her 
proteftation, as the anfwcr of the chancellor, to 
be recorded. Then the letters-patents, which 
were founded upon the aft of parliament, being 
read aloud, fhe with a great courage made a pro- 
teftation againft that ad, as made dircAly and 
purpofely againft her, and in this matter put it to 
their confcience ; and, when the trcafurcr anfwer- 
ed, that every man in this realm was bound to the 
obfervation of the laws, though never fo lately 
made, that fhe ftiould not fpeak in difparagement 
of the laws ; ^nd that the commiffioners would 
judge, by virtue of that law, whadbevcr protef- 
tations or appellations fhe made. ' At length, fhe 
faid fhe was ready and prepared to anfwer^conccrn^ 
ing any aft whadbever,.done againft the queen of 
England. 

Then Gawdy explained the aft in every point, 
and affirmed, that Ihe had offended againft it ; 
and then he made an hiftoriCal narration of Babing- 
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ton's confpiracy, and concluded, that ^* fhe knew 
*• of it, allowed it, promifed help, and (hewed 
** ways and the means." She, with great rcfo- 
lution anfwcred, ** That fhe knew not Babington^ 
** never received letters from him, nor never 
•* wrote unto him, never iplotted the deftrudlion 
•' of the queen : and that, to prove it efre£tually» 
*' the fubfcription under her own hand was to be 
*' produced. She never heard fo much as any 
•* man fpcak it : that (he knew not Ballard, never 
'^ maintained him; but that fhe had heard, that 
** the catholics were much aggrieved with many 
** things \ and that fhe certified the queen there- 
** with in her letters, and had earneflly defired 
** her to have pity of them : and that many, ut- 
** tcrly to her unknown, had offered their Icrvice 
•' unto her, yet that (he never moved any to any 
^^ wickednefs : and that fhe, being fhut up in pri- 
** fon, could neither know, nor hinder the things 
" which they attempted./ 

Upon this, from the confefTion of Babington, 
it was urged, that there pafTed an intercourfe of 
letters between her and Babington. She acknow** 
ledged, that fhe had a correfpondence with many 
by letters, neverthelefs, it could not be concluded 
from thence, that fhe knew of all their prances. 
She requefled, that a fubfcription with her own 
hand might be produced; and fhe afkcd, who 
could be hurt by it, if fhe had requefted to have 
letters detained almofl a whole year. Then the 
copies of the letters of Babington were read^ in 
which all the plot was defcribed. 

She faid, ^' As concerning thefe letters, it may 
*' be that Babington might write, but let it be 
*' proved that I received them : if Babington, or 
•** others have affirmed this, I fay in plain terms, 
*^ they lie. Other mens faults arc not to be laid 
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*^ on my back. A packet of letters, which was 
*^ detained almoft a year, came about that time to. 
** my hands, but truly I know not by whom it was 
** fent to me.** 

To prove that flie had received Babington's let- 
ters, the heads of the letters which he confefled he 
had wrote in anfwcr to her*s, were re-read. 

In like manner, particulars taken from the con- 
fel&ons of BaUard and Savage were read ; who 
confefled that Babington had communicated to 
them letters received from the queen of Scotland^ 
She affirmed, that Babington had received nbae 
from her, yea rather, that (he had been angry with 
them that fecretly fuggefted, and gave counfel 
about the invading of Englaad, and warned them 
to beware and take heed. 

Then were Ihewn the letters, in which the plot 
of Babington was commended and approved. She 
aflced to have the copy of them, and affirmed. 
That they came not from her, hut perhaps out. of 
her alphabet of cyphers in France ; that flic had 
laboured to get her Uberty, which is a thing na* 
tural to all men, and to have treated with her 
friends to ufe means to deliver her : neverthdcis, 
unto many, whom (he was not dirpo(ed.to name, 
who offered their fervice, (he had not anfwcred a 
word, but that (he much defired to turn away the 
ilorm of perfecution from the catholics 1 ana that 
(he intreated the queen thereunto, that (he would 
not get a kingdom with the blood of the meaneft 
of all the commons. That there are many who 
attempt things pernicious without her knowledge, 
and, m feme letters which (he had received very 
lately, fome had begged pardon of her, if they 
attempted any thing without her privity. That it 
was an eaiy matter to counterfeit the chara£ters 
and cyphers, as a young man, who had boafted 
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himfelf to be the baftard brother to her fon, did 
very lately in France. 'I'hat ilie alfo feared left 
this was contrived by Walfinghatn> who, as fticf 
had heard it muttered, had plotted acrainft the life 
of her and her fon. She protefted that (ht never' 
thought to hurt or kill the queen, but that (he had 
rather more willitigly beftow her life^ than that the 
catholics (hould l^e afflided fo often, and loft their 
lives with fuch grievous torments for her fake, and 
in hatred of her. 

" But," faid the treafilrer, " none who was an 
** obedient fubjeft was put to death for religion, 
but many were for treafon, maintaining thtf 
pope's authority and bull againft the cjueeft."' 
' But," Hiiil ftie, ** I have heard otherwife, and I 
have read it alio in i)rinted books." " Thd 
*' writers of fuch books," replied he, " wrote 
'' alio that the queen was de])rived of her roya! 
'' dignity." 

Walfingham, who perceived himfelf reflefted 
on, rofc up, and protefting that his mind was not 
poffcflcd with any ill-will, fliid, " I call God to 
witnefs, that I, as a private man, have done 
nothing not befccming an honeft and upright 
" man •, neither for the public perfon which I bear, 
** have I done anything which doth not belong un- 
** to my place. I confefs that I have been careful of 
*' the fafety of the queen and the realm, and have 
** curioufly fought to find the plots againlt hen 
** If Ballard had offered me his fervice, I had not 
refufcd it, and had recompenlcd Iiim for liis 
travail and pain taken. If I have plotted any 
thing with him, why did he not tell it out, that 
** he might have faved his life ?" 

She faid that flie was fatisfk^d with this anf^^er. 
She requefted him not to be an^ry, for that (he lb 
freely fpokc what (lie had heard •, and, that he 
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Xvould not believe more them that flandered her, 
than fhe did them that defamed him : that fpies 
were men not to be trufted^ for they diffemble 
one thing and fay another : that he wpuld by no 
means believe that flie conferited to hurt or k'll 
the queen. And then, fhedding a flood of tears, 
(he faid, " I will never caft away my foul, in con- 
" fpiring to kill my mod dear filler." 

The lawyers made anfwer. That it would be 
proved by teflimonies prefently.-^-*— This pall be- 
fore noon. 

In the afternoon, to corroborate the ft)rmer 
evidence, the copy of the letters which Charles Pa- 
get wrote, was produced ; and Curlus, one of her 
fecretaries, witneflTed, that Ihe received letters 
concerning the conference between Mendoza and 
Ballard about the defign of invading England. She 
anfwered, " This is nothing to the matter •, neither 
" doth it prove, that I confented to hurt or kill 
** the queen." 

The lawyers went on to prove, that Ihe was 
privy to the confpiracy, and alfo cpnfpired to kHl 
the queen, from the confefllonof Babington, and 
the letters between her and Babington ; in which 
he had faluted and Hiled her. His high and mighty 
lady and queen. 

They added, that there was a defign formed to 
aflign the kingdom of England to the king of 
Spain. She acknowledged that a priell came to 
her, and faid. If Ihe did not prevent it, that both 
Ihe and her fon Ihould be excluded from their in- 
heritance : but Ihe would not tell the name of the 
priell. She likewife faid, that the Spaniard chal- 
lenged a right to the kingdom of England, and 
would not yield to any but her. 

Then they prelTed her with the tellimonies of 
Navus and Curlus, her fecretaries, from the con- 
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feflion of Babington, and the letters that pafied 
between Babington and her; and dl the credit 
of their proofs depended upon their tcllimonyv 
and yet they were not confronted by the queen. 
She acknowledged Curlus to be an honeft man, but 
not a fufEcient witnefs againft her : that Navus^ 
formerly fecretary to the cardinal of Lorraine; re- 
commended to her by the French king, might be 
ealily induced, either by bribes, hope, or fear, to 
bear falfe witnefs, as one who feveral times had 
made rafh oaths, and fuch an afcendant over Cur- 
lus that he wo\ild write whatfoever he bade him ; 
and it was probable that they inferted things in her 
letters which fhe never indited ; and received let-' 
ters which fhe never faw. She then broke out into 
thefe or the like words : 

"/The majefty and fafety of princes will be of 
" fmall authority, and be contemned, if they do 
" depend on the writings and teilimonies of their 
" fecretaries. I did indite unto them nothing 
" but that which Nature hath taught me, that I 
might recover and get my liberty at laft ; nei- 
ther am I to be convinced, but out of my own 
words or writing. If they have written any- 
thing that may be hurt and damage to my moft 
" dear fifter, unwitting to me, let them he pu- 
" niflied for their inconfideratc boldnefs;. I cer- 
" tainly know, if they were here prefent, they 
" would, in this caufe, acquit me of this fault j 
" and, if I had my papers here, I could anfwer 
" unto thefe things in particular." 

Amongft other things, the treafurer objcfted, 
that Ihe had determined to fend her fon intaSpain^ 
and to aiiign over to the Spaniard the right that 
flic challenged to the kingdom of England. She 
anfwered, That ftie had no realm that fhe could 
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give away •, but yet it was lawful to give away her 
own things at her will and pleafure. 

When the alphabets or cyphers conveyed to 
Babington, the lord Lodovick, and to the lord 
of Fernihurft, were objefted to her from the tefti- 
mony of Curlus, (he did not deny, but that fhe 
had fet down more -, and, among the reft, that 
for the lord Lodovick, at fuch time as flie com- 
mended him and another unto the dignity of a 
cardinal, and, as Ihe hoped without ofience, for- 
afmuch that it was no lefs lawful for her to have 
commerce of letters, and treat of her affairs, with 
men of her religion, than it was for the queen, 
with the profeffors of the other religion. 

Then they preffed her harder, with the united 
teftimonies of Navus and Curlus repeated again ; . 
and (he alfo repeated her former anfwers, or elfc 
pofitively denied what they charged her with, 
protefting again, that fhe neither knew Babington 
nor Ballard. 

Among thefe ipeeches, when the treafurer ob- 
jefted, that Ihe knew Morgan, who fecretly fent 
Parry to kill the queen, and had given him an 
annual penfion, fhe replied, fhe knew that Mor- 
gan had loft for her caufe all that he had, and 
therefore fhe was bound in honour to relieve him ; 
and, that Ihe was not bound to revenge an injury 
done by a well-dcferving friend unto the queen, 
but yet, that ftie had terrified him from making . 
any fuch attempts : " But yet penfions," faid fhe, 
** were given out of England unto Patrick Grey, 
•' and to the Scots that were mine enemies, as 
*' likewifc to my fon." 

The treafurer anfwered : " At fuch time as the 
^' revenues of the kingdom of Scotland were much 
*' diminifhed and impaired by the negligence of 
** the viceroys, the queen gave feme liberality 
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" unto the king your fon, her moft near allicii 
" coiifin." 

Afterwards tlic contents of the letters to Ingle- 
field, the lord Paget, and Bernardino de Mendoza^ 
concerning foreign aid, were produced : and when 
to thofe flic had made anfwtr, " Thcfc tMngs 
" touch not, nor concern the death of the queen •/* 
and, if fo he that llrangcrs dcfired and laboured 
to deliver her, it was not to be objefted againft 
her ; and, that flie liad fundry times fignified unto 
the queen that flie would feck for her liberty ; the 
trial was adjourned to the ne^t day. 

On the next day flie repeated again her former 
protcflation, and requefted, that it might be or- 
dered, and a copy of it delivered to her, lament- 
ing, That the mod reafonable conditions which flie 
had propounded oftentimes to the queen, were al- 
ways rejcdled ; yea, when flie promifed to give her 
fon, and the fon of the duke of Guife, for hoft- 
ages, that the queen, or the kingdom of England, 
fhould take no harm by her. That flic faw, long 
ere now, that all ways of liberty were fl:opped, 
but now that flie was mod bafely ufcd, to have 
her lionoiir and ellimation called in qucfl:ion before 
pctifoggers and lawyers, who drew every circum- 
llance into confcquence by their quiddities and 
tricks, fince that anointed and confecrated princes 
are not fubjcct, nor under the fa re laws, that 
privnte men are. Moreover, when they have au- 
tlioi iry and commifl'ion given them of examining, 
thlnjis tcr.dinj; to the hurt of the queen's perfon, 
ycr, notwithiianding the caufe is fo handled, and 
li-rrcTs wiciled, that the religion which flie pro- 
fcflcth, antl the immunity and majefty of foreign 
princes, and the pr.vate commerces between 
princes, are called in quefl:ion, and llie below her 
royal dignity is brought to the bar, as it were to 
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t)e arraigned, and to no other purpofc, but that 
flie may be wholly cxc!u Jed from the favour of the 
queen, and from her right in the fucceffion, when 
Ihe appeared voluntarily to confute all objeftions, 
left fhc might fcx:m to have been flack in the defence 
of her honour and credit. 

She reminded them, how Elizabeth herfelf had 
been drawn into queftion for the confpiracy of 
Wyat, when flie yet was moft innocent ; religi- 
oully afRrming, That, although flie wiflied the 
good and welfare of catholics, yet flie would not 
have it done by the death and bloo<1 of any one< 
I'hat flic had rather play the part of Hefter than 
of Judith ; make intcrceflion unto God for the 
people, rather than to take away the life of the 
mcaneft of the people. 

And then appealing to the majefl:y of God, and 
to the princes allied to her, and repeating again . 
her protellation, flie requefted that there might 
be another aflembly about this matter, and that 
flie might have a lawyer afligned her -, and, that 
fince flie was a prince, that they would give credit 
to the word of a prince, for it was extreme folly to 
fl:and unto their judgment, whom flie mofl: plainly 
faw to be armed with fore-judgments againll her. 

To this the treafurer anlwercd, " Since that I 
" bear a twofold perfon, the one of a delegate or 
'' commiflioner, and the other of a counfcllor j 
^' tirft, cake of me a few things, as from a com- 
*' milTioner: your protellation is recorded, and 
** the copy thereof fliall be delivered unto you. 
" We have authority given us under the queen's 
" own hand, and the great ieal of England, from 
" the which there is no appellation. Neither come 
" we with a foie-judgment, but to judge according 
** to the rule and Iquarc of jultice. The lawyers 
" aim at qo other thing, but that the truth may 
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*' appear how far you now have offended againft 
'* the queen's perfon. We have full power givcrt 
" u$ to hear and examine the natter v yea, in 
** your defence ; yet we defire to have you preferit^ 
*' left we Ihould feemr to diminilh your honour, or 
** credit : neither have we thought to objeft unto 
*' you any thing, but that you have done or at- 
*' tempted againft the queen's perfon. The letters 
" are read for no other purpofe, but to lay open 
the praftice againft the queen, and other thingi 
pertaining thereunto, and are fo mift^ed with 
*' other things, that they cannot be fcparated : and 
*' therefore the whole letters, and not parcels 
*' taken out of fundry places of them, are read,. 
" for as much as circumftances do give credit unto- 
*' the things of which you dealt with Babington." 

She interrupting him, faid. That the circum- 
ftances might be proved, but not the deed ; that 
her integrity depended not upon the credit and 
memory of her fecretaries, though fhe knew them 
honcft : but yet, if they had confefled fomething 
out of fear of the wreck, hope of reward, and of 
impunity, it is not to be admitted and received 
out of juft caufes, which fhe may declare in ano- 
ther place : that the minds of men are carried 
away by fundry kinds of affeftions ; that they 
would never have coqfefled fuch things, but either 
for gain or upon fome hope : that letters may be 
direfted unto other, than unto whom they are 
written ; and, that mfany things which fhe had not 
dictated, had many times been inferred : if her 
papers had not been taken away, and that fhe had 
a fecretary, fhe could with more cafe confute their 
obieftions. 

'' But nothing," faid the treafurer, " fliall be 
'' objefted^ but from the nine and twentieth day 
'' of June 5 neither will the papers do any good/ 
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*• ^itfaoHt torture, liavc attiri d you to have lent 
fetters unto Babington ; which thing, although 
you deny, let the commiflioners judge, whether 
•* more credit is to be given unto their affirmation 
••.or your denial. But to come to the matter ; as 
^ a counfellor I tell you this ; j^ou have mzde 
** many propofitions about your hberty at fundry 
"•* times ; that nothing came thereof, Vas along of 
** fou; or of the Scots, and not of our queen^-, for 
Ae noblemen of Scotland abfolutely denied to 
deliver the king for hoftage : and, when laft of 
all there was a treaty for your delivery. Parry 
was fent fecretly by Morgan to kill the quecn.*^ 
*' Ah !" feid {he, " you are nnfy profcflcd enemy.** 
** Yea, rather,** replied he, ^M am an enemy td 
^* the enemies of queen Elizabeth. But enough 
P of thefe things ; let us therefore proceed unto 
^ •• proofs :" when (he ^^nied to hear. " Yet wd 
•* will hear," faid he : " And I alfo," faid fhe, 
** in another place, and will defend myfelf .** 

Then the letters to Charles Paget were read 
again ; in which ihe told him, there was no other 
way for the Spaniard to bring the Netherlands intx^ 
fubje6tioh, but by placing a prince in England who 
might aflift him. The letters to the lord Paget 
to h^ften aid and forces to mrade England : the 
letters of cardinal Allan, in which he ialutcfd her 
as his high and fovereign lady^ and fignified that 
the bufmefs was recommended to the care of thd 
prince of Parma. 

As thefe were reading, (he interrupted them, 
faying: That Babington and herfeCretaries accufed 
her to excufe themfelves ; that flie never heard of 
the fix ruffians ; that the other things were nx to 
the matter; that (he efteemed Allan to be a reve- 
rend prelate ; that Ihe did acknowledge no other 
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head of the church, than the pope of Rome; that 
flic was not ignorant in what regard and cftima- 
tion flic was with him and with foreign princes^ 
nor could flic hinder it, if they in their letters 
called her queen •, that her fecrctaries, fincc they 
did againll their oflicc, faith and fidelity, con- 
firmed by oath unto her, deferved no credit*, that 
there was no credit to be given to them that were 
once forfworn, though they Iwore again by all the 
oaths of ( Jod •, neither that they did think them- 
felves tied, with any oath whatfoever, in confcience, 
fincc that they have fworn unto her before that 
loynhy and Iccrecy, neither for that they were not 
fiibjedsof I'jigland : that Navus had written often- 
times otlieiwire than Ak; had dictated; and, that 
Curlus had written all whatibevcr Navus had bid- 
den i but that flic would maintain and uphold 
tl\eir faults in all tilings, but thofe that might 
bleniifli her honour. Perhaps alio, thefe fallows 
did confels to do themfelves a benefit, whilft: they 
might tliink not to hurt her, with whom, as with 
a queen, they thought mildnefs Ihould be ufed : 
that flic heard nothing of Ballard, but of one Hal- 
lard, who had offered his fervice, which yet Ihe 
had reful'ed, for that flie had heard that the fame 
mai had been belonging to Walfingham, 

Afterwards, when the notes from the letters to 
1 ,odovic:k, which Curlus acknoledged that he had 
v/rote in a private charadter, were read before her, 
it was infe red from th?m, that flie had formed a 
<!( rif::;n to transfer tlie riglit to the kingdom to the 
Si)anianl; and, that Allan and Parfons flayed at 
Komc fur that purpofe. 

She. complaining that her fervants had violated 
rlieir lideliry confirmed by oath, anfwered, ''When 
*' I, Iniiig in pri-jn, and languilhed with care, 
>' Vv'iinoiit hope of liberty, and there was not any 
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*' more hope left of ever bringing to pafs thofe 

things, which very many expefted of me in my 

ficknefs and declining age ; many thought it 
" fit that the fucceffion of the realm of England 
♦* Ihould be eftabliftied in the Spaniard, or in a ca- 
'' tholic Englilhman ; and a book was brought to 
*' prove the right of the Spaniard ; which being 
*' not admitted by me, I offended many : but all 
" my hope in England being now delperate, I am 
^' refolved not to rejeft foreign help." 

The follicitor admonifhed the commiffioner fe-' 
cretly what might become of them, their honours, 
goods, and pofterity, if the kingdom fhould be ib 
transferred; but the treafurer proved that the 
kingdom of England could not be transferred, 
but was to defcend by the right of fucceffion, ac- 
cording to the laws. 

She requefted that fhe might be heard in a full 
and open parliament, or that (he herfelf might 
fpeak to the queen, whom (he hoped would re^ 
fpeft a queen, and the counfellors. And then 
rifing from her feat with a cheerful countenance, 
fhe fpoke a few words afide with the treafurer, 
Hattoe, Walfingham, and the earl of Warwick. 

Thefe things being done, the afTembly was ad- 
journed to the five and twentieth day of Oftober, 
in the Star-chamber at Weftminfter. 

Thefe fafts are taken from the commentaries 
of Edward Barker, principal regifter to the queen; 
Thomas Wheeler, a notary public, regifter of the 
audience of Canterbury, and other credible perfons 
that were prefent. 

And in this manner the queen thought proper 
to have her tried, though the lawyers, who are 
fo much attached to form, that, according to their 
form of law, llie was to be called to trial in the 
county of Stafford, and to be brought to hold up 

her 
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her hand at the barr publicly before the bench, 
and to be tried by twelve, laying this was a proper 
method of procerdinj!; aj\ainll a prime. To avoid 
fiich abfurdiiies, ilie iliought it better to refer fo 
great a eaule lo the noblrnien of the land, and to 
the judges: *^ arul tliis icarec fuffiees when,** laid 
Jhe, *'• all men', eyes arc call upon us princes, as 
*' being let alofi as on a hipji ruiflbld ; lb that in 
*' us even the leall blrniilh or fpot is leenafar off; 
•* lb that wc arc carefully to provide thai we do no- 
** tiling unworthy of ourfclvf's." 

Hut to return : on the day before-mentioned 
met all the eonuniirioners (but the carls of Shrewf- 
bury and Warwick, who were the»n lick) and, 
afrerthai Navus ami C'urlus had allirmed and con- 
firmed before them, thai every and fmgular the 
letters and copies of letters, wliieh were produced 
fuTore, were motl true U])()n their oaths, viva voce, 
voluntarily wiihour hope or reward, the fenitnfe 
againll the (piecn ol'Seoilaiul was pronounced and 
f:oiiliriurd with the Icahi and ruMcriiMions of thtf" 
i()n^niilli<Miers, and reconK'd in thele words: 

*' I5y their ailenr, eonlrnt, ami accord, they do 
*^ |)ronounce, give, and l.iy ilu-ir lentctice and 
*' ludgiuenf, at the day .nvl place lall* rrhearfed, 
** that, alter tlie end of tht* alorelitiil li-llion of par- 
*' Tuunent, rpccilicti in tlir alorelirul et)iuir)i(?ton ; 
*^ vi/.. after the aforelai<l fnil day of June, In 
'Mhe twcntvlcvcnlh year alurelaid, and before 
*•' the date of the laid coinmillion, ilivrrs things 
*' Nvei'c ini;iglned and i onipafll'd within this realni 
** of l''nj>laiul, by Anfhonv riabin'\M)n, and others, 
^*" v.ith lh(* |>riviiy of the l:iiil M.n'y, pretendinL; ti- 
'" tie unto the crcnvn ol' tliis realm of iMigland, 
"• tendinis, to the hurl, cicnrh and dellruclion of the 
*' royal perlon of our laitl lady the (piecn. And 

*" to 
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«• to wit, that, after the afof efaid flrft day of June, 
♦* in the fcven and twentieth rear abovefaid, and 
*' before the date of the aforelaid commiflion, th« 
" faid Mafy pretending title unto the crown of thii 
** realm of England, compafl&d and imagiiicd 
'*' within this realm of England divers things tend-^ 
** ifig to the hurt, deith, and deftradlion of th^ 
** toyal perfon of our lady the queen, againft th^ 
** forift of the ftatute fpecified in the aforefeid 
•' Gommiffion." 

This fentence, which depended wholly On fh6 
credit of the fecretaries, who had riot been con- 
ffotited with the queen of Scotland^ according to 
tht firft ftatute of the thirteenth year of queeri 
Elizabeth herfelf, made various impreffioris on th* 
diflfctrent opinions of men ; forne judging them un- 
^m>nhy of credit, whilft others again thought tiiief 
fhould be believed. 

The iame day it was declared by the commiffion<» 
crs, and by the judges of the realm. That that 
fentence did derogate nothing from James, king 
of Scotland, in his right or honour ; but hini to 
be iri the fame place, eftate and right, as if that 
^ntence had not been given at aH. . 

Inafhort time after, there was a parliament 
held 4t Weftminfter, in which the ftates of the 
kingdom^ who had approved arid confirmed by 
their votes the fentence proriounced againft tht 
queen of Scotland, by unanimous confcnt, deli- 
vered by the chancellor to the queeri a petition, 
in which they moft earneftly befotjght her, that, 
for the prefervation of the true religion, the tran- 
quillity" of the realm, fafety of the queen, the 
welfare of them and their pofterity, the fentence 
againft queen Mary of Scotland, according to the' 
law, might be publiflhed. 

They 
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They derived their rcalons from the dangers im« 
pending over their religion, her royal jjerlbn, ami 
realm, by her who, niirlal up in the religion of 
the pipiits, and iWorn onr of the holy league to 
root out I he religion ol' the protellants, had long 
claimed the realm as due to her, and had thought 
it highly meritorious to oppol'e a woman excotn« 
muijieated, and de[irive her of her life. 

She had fulnerted and overthrown the nourifli- 
ing fiuiiilies of the realm, and promoted all the 
plots and tumults in iMigland. 'Jo fpare her, 
would be |)r()tludive of ruin to the people, who 
would take it very ill if Ihc was fuffered to efcape 
without puiiifliment ; and would believe them- 
lelves freed from the oath of the aflbeiation, ex*- 
ccpt ihe was put to death. * J 

iiallly, they reminded her what fearful exam- 
ples of divine vengeanee there were againft king 
Saul for nor killing Agag, and upon Acah for not 
killing Benadad. Such was the purport of their 
aJdicls. 

'1 he (]ueen beino; r;rently anKHcd with the rc- 
prcleni.uions maile iu-r by her llibjeLHs, often ut- 
tered fui:h exprellions as ihele, *' J'Jliier bear it, or 
" llrike iionie : Kill, lell ihou I)e killed: and fomc 
time after, (lie deliveretl to Davilbn, one of her 
iecretaries, letters ligned with her hand, that a 
man. late ihouKI Ik* miide under the great feal of 
Kngland tnv the exeeuiion of (jueen Mary, which 
might [)e ready in eale of any danger; and com* 
manded him not to communicate rlie matter to any 
tnan. iiut, on tlie next day, Ihe changing her 
mind, comnianded l).ivilon, by William Killi* 
grew^ that tiie mandate jhould not be made up. 

lie forthwiiii eame to the (]ueen, and told her, 
that the mandate was made and lealed with the 
great leal, bhe reproved him for making fuch 

hade I 
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Jiafte ; neverthelefs hecommuhicated the mandate* 
and bufmefs to the queen's counfellors ; arid per- 
fuaded them, who quickly believed what they de- 
fired, that the queen commanded that it fliould be 
put in execution without delay. 

Beale, than whom there was nobody more difaf- 
fefted to the queen of Scotland on account of reli- 
gion, was fent with one or two executions and let- 
ters, which authority was given to the earls of 
Shrewfbury, Kent, Derby, and Cumberland, with 
others, to put her to death according to the laws, 
without the queen's knowledge ; and though, at 
that very time, fhe had fignified to Dayifon, that 
fhe would take another courfe about the queen of 
fcotland, yet he did not call Beale back- 
As foon as the earls arrived at Fotheringhay, 
they came to her, with Amias Powlet and Drewgh 
Drury, in whofe cuftody fhe was ; and fignified 
the caufe of their coming, reading the mandate ; 
and, in few words, admonifhed her to prepare 
herfelf for death; for that ftie was to die next day. 
She, without fear, and with a fettled mind, faid, 
" I did not think that queen Elizabeth, my fitter, 
" would have confented unto my death ; for I am 
"notfubjedt unto your law ; but, fince it. is 
*' otherwife, death fliall be unto me moft wcl- 
' " come ; neither is that foul worthy of the hea- 
' * venly and everlafting joys, whofe body cannot 
" enduref one blow of the hangman." 

she requefted that Ihe might confer with her 
almoner, her confefTor, and with Melvin her ftew- 
ard. They in plain terms refufed that her con*-: 
fcflbr fliould come to her ; and the earls com- 
mended the bi(Tiop or dean of Peterborough to 
comfort her; whom, when flie had rejefted, the 
earl of Kent being a bigot in religion, turned to 
her, and, amongft other words, broke out into 

thefc : 
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thcfc : " Thy life will be the dcftruaion of our 
*^ religion, as, on the other fide, thy death wiU 
** be the life of the fame.** 

Mention being made of Babington, (he con- 
ftancly and utterly denied that ihe knew of his 
plots ; left the revenge to God : and, being qucf- 
tioned concerning that which was done by Navus 
and Curlus, Hie a(ked, if ever it was heard, that 
the fervants were fuborned and admitted as wit- 
neflcs to the death of their mafters. 

When the earls were departed, (lie commanded 
them to make hallc with her fupper, that flic 
might fet things better in order. She fupped 
(paringly and ^bcrly, as her manner was. Ac 
uipj)er-time, feeing her men and niaid-fervants 
weeping, with an undaunted mind, (he bid them 
be of good cheer, and abdain from forrow, but 
rather rejoice ; for that (he was to depart prefently 
out of an abyfs of evil, and turning to Burgon her 
phyfician, afked him, if he did not obfenre, that 
the force of truth was great. " They faid, I muft 
*^ die, for that I was of counfel to kill the queen i 
•' ncverthdcfs, the earl of Kent infinuateth, that 
*' there is no other caufe of my death, but that 
" they fear tlieir religion, by reafon of mc. . Nci- 
•* ther is my offence againft the queen, but their 
•* fear thc7 have of me, hath haftened and pro-^ 
•* cured my death, whilft many feek privately 
their own ends and purpofcs, under the bor- 
rowed cloak of religion and the public good.** 
1 oward the end of fupper, (he drank to all her 
fcrvatus, who pledged her on their knees in their 
order, mingling their tears with the wine, m4 
alking pardon for the negle^^ of their duty^ at 
ihe alfo of them. 

After fupper, (he read over her teftament, rea4. 
alfo the inventory of her goods and moveablcit 

and 
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and writ on them the names of them to whom (he 
bequeathed them ; to fome (he gave money with 
her own hand. She writ to her confeflbr, to pray 
to God for her; and alfo, Ihe wrote letters of 
commendation to the French king, ^nd to the 
duke of Guife, for her fervants. ,Shc went to bed 
at her ordinary hour, and flept fome hours ; being 
awaked, (he fp^^^ the reft of the night in pray- 
ers, 

The fatal day beginning to break, (he drefied 
herfelf as Ihe ufed to do on feftival days, and 
calling her fervants together, read over her will^ 
and requefted them to take in good part the le- 
gacies (he gave, fince her ability was not to beftow 
any more -, and then, fetting her mind upon Gpd, 
with all humility, in her chapel, befought him to 
give her his grace and favour, with fighs, tears, 
and prayers, till Thomas Andrews, IhcrjifF of the 
fhire, told her that Ihe was to come forth. She 
came forth majeftically, in ftature, beauty, and 
fliew, with a chearful countenance, matron-like 
apparel, and very modeft, her head being covered 
with a linen veil, which hung very low, her beads 
hanging down at her girdle, and carrying'a cru- 
cifix of ivory in her hands. 

In the gallery, -the earls and other gentle- 
men received her, where Melvin her fervant, on 
his knees, and with tears in his eyes, lamented 
his fortune, that he fhould carry this heavy and 
fad news of the very wof ul death of his lady into 
Scotland. She comforting him, faid, " Do not 
** lament, but rather, be glad, thou fhalt ftraight- 
*' way fee Mary Stuart delivered and freed from 
** all her cares. You may tell them that I die 
" conftant in my religion, and firm in fidelity to- 
*' ward Scotland and France ; God forgive them 
" who have thirfted for my blood, as the hart 

« doth 
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•' doth after the fpring of water. Thoa, our Go(J# 
•' who art truth itfelf, and pcrfeftly and thorough- 
•' ly doft know the moll fecret corners of my heart, 
** doft know how much I defirc that the realms 
*• of England and Scotland might be united in 
** one. Salute my fon, and certify him^ that t 
•* have done nothing that may be prejudicial unto 
'* the kingdom of Scotland j will him to keep 
** friendftiip with the aueen of England; and fee 
•' that thou ferve him faithfully/' 

And then tears falling from her eyes, ftic bid 
Melvin farewel again and again. And, turning 
to the earls, (he rcquefted, That her fervants 
might be courteoully ufed ; and that they mi^ht 
enjoy thofe things which Ihe had bequeathed 
them, that they might ftand by at her death, and 
be fent into their country with a fafe-conduct. 

They promifed the firft ; but the earl of Kent 
feemed perplexed, fearing fome fuperftition. She 
faid, " Fear not, thefe wretches defire to give me 
their laft farewell. I know my fifter Elizabeth 
would not deny me fo fmall a favour, as to have 
my maids to be prefent, if it be but for woma(>- 
*' hood fake. I am moft near of kin unto her } 
*' I come from king Henry the Seventh ; I am 
*' queen dowager of France, anc' the anointed 
*' queen of Scotland." 

When fhe had faid thus, and turned away, fhc 
was permitted to have fuch of her fervants prefent 
as fhe pleafed. She nominated Melvin, Burgoin 
her phyfician, the apothecary and furgeon, and 
two maids, and others ; of which Melvin bore 
up her train . So, the gentlemen, two earls, and 
the (heriff of the (hire going before her, Ihe came 
to the fcaffold, which was fet up in the upper end 
of the hall ; in which was a chair, a culhion, a 
block, and all covered with black cloth. * 

As 
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As foon as flie fate down, filence being made, 
Beale read the commiffion, and ihe heard atten* 
tively, as if it had been another matter. Then 
Fletcher, dean of Peterborough, began a tedious 
Ipeech to her of the condition of her life formerly 
pall, and the prefcnt, and that to come. Once or 
twice fhe interrupted his Ipeech, and defired him 
not to trouble her, and protefted that fhe was fet- 
tled in the ancient catholic religion, and was ready 
to end her life in the fame. And, when he per-* 
fuaded her earneftly do true penance, and with 
a firm faith to put her hope in Chrift, fhe anfwer- 
ed, " That (he was born and bred, and would 
^' now end her life in that religion. And to the 
earls, who faid they would pray for her, fhe faidj 
*' She would give them many thanks if they would 
" pray with her -, but I fhould offend much, if I 
** did communicate in prayer with you who are of 
** another profeflion." 

Then they bid the dean pray ; and, whert the 
whole company there aflembled, prayed together, 
Ihe falling on her knees, carrying the crucifix be- 
fore him in her hands, together with her fervantSi 
prayed in Latin out of the office of our Lady. 

After the dean had. ended his prayers, Ihe, in 
the Englifli tongue; commended to God the 
church, her fon, and queen Elizabeth; and be- 
fought him to avert his indignation from this iQe, 
and profeflcd that (he repofed her hope in the 
blood of Chrift, (lifting up the crucifix) and de- 
fired all the company of heaven to make inter* 
ceffion to him for her ; fhe forgave all her ene- 
mies, and kiffing the crucifix, and figning herfelf 
with the crofs, flie faid, " As thy arms, O Chrift, 
** were fpread abroad on the crofs, fo, with the 
*^ ftretchcd-out arms of thy mercy receive me, 
•' and forgive me my fins." 

Vol. II. U Then 
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Then flie forgave the executioners, who aflced 
pardon : and, when her maids had taken off her 
upper girmcnts, (he haflening them, they cried 
aloud •, (lie then kifTed them, and, figning them 
with the crofs, fmiled and bid them farewelL 
Her face bring covered with a linen cloth, lying 
on the block, flie faid the pfalm, " In tc Dominc 
* cOii fido, neconfundar in jeternum. Thou will 
" let me never be confounded." 
//^ Then, as (he ftretched out her body, and of- 
^ • tentimes repeated, '' In manus tuus Domine com- 
* S^ ** mendo fpiritum meum, Into thy hands I com- 
** mit my fpirit," her head was cut off at two 
blows, i'he dean faving aloud, " So let the cne- 
" mies of queen Elizabeth perilh," the earl of 
Kent faying the fame, and the multitude fighing 
and grieving at the fpeftacle. 

Her body was cmbalmcrd, and was afterwards 
buried like a prince in the cathedral church of 
Peterborough. Her funeral was alfo kept moft 
niagnilkenily at Paris, at the expence of the 
Guifcs, wlu) performed all the beft offices of kin- 
dred for iht'ir coufin, both alive and dead, to their 
grrit honour. 

In this lamentable manner ended her life, Mary 
queen of Scotland, the great grand-daughter of 
Henrv VII, by his eldeft daughter, in the forty- 
fixth year of her agft, and the eighteenth year of 
her captivity. A woman, moft conftant in her 
religion, endow d with a wonderful piety towards 
God, wifdom above her fex, and an uncommon 
bcp.uty. 

In her infancy, (he was paffionately defired for 
a wife, by king Henry the eighth of England, 
for his ^ow Kdward •, and by Henry II. king of 
J^'rance, for Francis the dau[)hin. At the age of 
five years flie was carried into IVance, and at the 

age 
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age of fifteen years married to the dauphin. She 
flourilhed and ^as queen of France one year and 
four months. Her hufband being dead, Ihe re- 
turned into Scotland, and was married again to 
Henry Stuart, lord Durky, and had by him James^ 
the firft monarch of Great-Britain. Tofled and 
turmoiled by Murray, her baftard brother, and 
other her ungrateful and ambitious fubjefts; de- 
pofed from her kingdom, and obliged to fly into 
England ; circumvented and entrapped (as men 
fpeaking indifferently think) by fundry Englifh- 
men, careful of the prefervation of their religion 
and of the fafety or the queen Elizabeth, and 
fpurred on by others, defiring much to reftore the 
Roman religion -, opprefled by the teftimonies of 
her fecretaries who were abfent, and (as it feemed) 
corrupted with rewards. 

Near the grave, an epitaph in the Latin tongue 
was affiXed, and foon after taken away. 

" Maria Scotorum regina, regis filia, regis Gal- 
*' lorum vidua, reginas Anglos agnata, & haeres 
" proxima, virtutibus regiis & animo regioornata, 
*' jure regio, fruftra faepius implorato, barbara &; 
*' tyrannica crudelitate, ornamentnm noftri feculi, 
" & lumen vere regium extinguitur : eodcmqvrc 
" nefdrio judicio & Maria Scotorum regina morte 
*' naturali, &omncs fuperftites reges, plebeii fa£ti, 
" morre civili mulAantur. Novum & inauditum 
♦' tumulti eenus, ia quo cum vivis mortui inclu- 
*' duntur, hk extat : cum facris enim divx Marias 
" cineribus omnium regum atque principum viola- 
" tam, atq^ue proftratam majeftatem hie jacere 
" fcito ; & quia taciturn regale fatij fuperque reges 
*' fui officii monet, plura non addo viator/* 

U % Which 
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Which may be thus tranflated : 

t 
MARY, queen of Scotland, daughter of a 
king, widow of the king of France, kinfwoman 
and next heir to the queen of England, adorned 
with royal virtues, and a princely fpirit, having 
often, but in vain, implored the right of a prince j 
the ornament of our age, and the true princcljr 
light, is cxtinguiflicd by a barbarous and tyrannical 
cruelty : and, by the fame wicked judgment, both 
Mary queen of Scotland i.« punifhed with a natural 
death, and all kings living arc made common per- 
fons, and puniflied, and made liable unto a civil 
death. A ft range and unheard kind of grant is 
here extant, in which the living are included with 
the dead ; for, with the afhes of this blefled Mary, 
know thou that the majefty of all kings and 
princes lie here dcpreffcd and violated; and^ be- 
faufc the regal fecret doth fiifiicicntly admonifli 
kings of their duty, O traveller I fay no more. 

I'Vom this lamentable fate of fo great a prince, 
rhe diipofition of the divine providence moft cvi- 
f lently apjTeared, as tome wife men have obferved. 
For thole things which the queens, Elizabeth and 
Mary, chiefly wifheil and lludied to procure, by 
this means came to pais. 

^^leen Mary, which alfo fhe faid at her death, 
ckTired nothing more carnellly, than, that the di- 
vided kingdoms of Kngland and Scotland might be 
tinited in the pcrfbn of her dear fon: and the other 
wiliied ft)r' nothing more than', that the religion 
fey her ellabliflied in l\n<^land, might be kept and 
prefcrved with the fafery and fecurity of the people: 
and, that almighty (lod did hear their prayers, 
Kngland, to her unexpecUed felicity, doth now ice, 
and with great joy acknowledge. 

As 
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As foon as word was brought to queen Eliza- 
beth^ that tlie queen of Scotland was put to deaths 
flie hot expedting it, heard it with great indigna- 
tion. She looked heavily, and could not fpeak a 
word, a«d ready to fwoon for forrow ^, infomuch^ 
that Ihe put on mourning and gripved exceedingly. 
She caufed her counfcUors (being reproved and 
forbidden her prefcnce) to be examined^ $nd com- 
manded Davifon to be brought into the Star- 
chamber ; and, as foon as her grief would permit 
her, file, in great hafte, wrote the following letter 
to the king of Scotland with her own hand, and 
fent it by Mr. Robert Gary, one of the lord of 
Hunfdon^s fons, 

" D EAR brother, I would to God you did 
*' know, but not feel, with what incomparable 
*' grief my mind is tormented and vexed, by rea- , 
*' fon of the lamentable event which hath befallen 
*^ contrary to my mind and will, which you Ihall 
*' underftand fully by my coufm ', forafmuch as I 
*' cannot abide and endure to fet it down by writc- 



" jng. 






^' I befeech you, that, as God and many others 
*' can bear witnefs unto my innocernre in this mat- 
*' ter ; fo I defire you to believe, that, if I had 
'* commanded it, I would never have denied the 

fame. I am not of that bafe mind, that for any 

terror I fhould fear to do that which is juft, or 
** to deny it being done. I do not fo degenerate 
*' from my anceftors, nor am I of fuch an ignoble 
** mind. 

*' But, as it is not the part of a prince to cover 
*' and cloak the fcnle of his mind with words, fo 
" will I never diflemble nor glofs mine aftionjs ; 
*' but I will perform that they fhall come to light, 
tt and appear to the world in their colours. I 

U 3 " would 
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" would have you be affuredly perfuaded, that, as 
** I know that this was done upon defert, {b, if I 
" had imagined it, I would not have put it over 
'' upon any other •, neither yet will I impute that 
" to myfclf, which I did not fo much as think. 
He who Ihall deliver you thefe letters, (hall ac- 
quaint and impart other things unto you. 
" As tor me, I would have you to believe, that 
^' there is none other who loveth you better^ and 
" beareth better affeftion to you, or that will have 
" a more friendly care of you and your affairs. If 
*' any one fuggellcth, or putteth other things into 
** your head, I would have you to think that he 
" beareth more good- will and affeciion to others 
" than to you. 

" God alm"ghty keep you in health, and prefervc 
" ycu always." 

f 

In the mean time that Mr. Cary was in his jour- 
ney with thefe letters, Dovifon was brought into 
the Star-chamber before the commiflioners ap- 
pointed : viz. Chrillopher Wray, lord-chicf-juf- 
tice of the King's-Bench, made for that time 
lord-keeper of the privy-feal -, the archbifhops of 
Canterbury and York ; the earls of Worccfter, 
Cumberland, and Lincoln ; the lords Grey and 
Lumley ; James Croft, knight, comptroller of the 
queen's houfe ; fir Walter Mildmay, chancellor of 
the Exchequer ; fir Gilbert Gerrard, mafter of the 
Rolls ; Edmund Anderibn, lord-chlef-juftice of 
the Common-Pleas ; and Roger Manwood," lord- 
chief-baron of the Exchequer. 

Before thefe commiflTioners, Popham, the queen% 
attorney, charged Davifon with contempt of her 
majefty, violation of his faith, and negleft of his 
duty ; that whereas the queen, out of her inbred 
clemency, would not have the queen of Scotland^ 

though 
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though condemned, to be put unto death, for 
caufes known to herfelf, and not to be fearched 
and pried into by others, could not be brought 
thereunto, neither by the eftates of the kingdom, 
nor by her coiinfellors earneftly urging her there- 
unto •, neverthelels had commanded a mandate to 
be made for her execution, to prevent dangers 
that might enfue, and had committed it unto the 
fidelity and fecrecy of Dwifon, he being her 
fworn fecretary •, but forgetting truft and duty, and 
in contempt of her majefty, contrary unto which 
the queen had commanded, had imparted it unto 
the counfellors, and put it in execution, (he being 
utterly ignorant thereof. 

Daviion, with great modefty, and quietly, yet 
with a good courage, anfwcred. That he was forry 
that, in a moft juft caufe of the queen of Scotland, 
and moft weighty judgment againft her, if ever 
there was any, that he ihould trouble again the 
commiflioners, if not with the lofs, yet, at lead; 
with the impairing of his reputation, which he 
eftcemed above all other things : but he was moft 
aggrieved, that he was charged to have offended 
moft contemptuoufly againft her majefty, who, 
the more ftie had been bountiful to him, and he 
more bound for her bounty, his offence might 
feem more heinous. 

If he fhould acknowledge himfclf guilty of the 
crimes objected, he Ihould wrong his credit, which 
was dearer to him than his life. If he ihould con- 
tcli in his own defence with the queen, he ihould 
do a thing unworthy of the obedience of a fubjeft, 
the duty of a fervant, and the fidelity of a fccre* 
tary: 

He protefted before God and the commiflion- 
ers. That, wittingly or willingly, he had done 

U 4 nothing 
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nothing in this things but that which he was per^ 
luaded in his confcience the qut^n willed: in the 
which, if he had carried himfelf to do any hurt, 
either by unlkilfulnels or by negligence, he could 
not choofe but be grievoufly forry, and undergo, 
willingly the cenllire of the commiflioners. 

As, concerning paitigulars, when the queen 
reproved him that he had fealed the mandatum 
with the great feal in fiich great hafte ; he affirmed. 
That flie infinuated, but did not e;xprefly bid him 
to keep it to himfelf. Neither did he think that 
j)c committed any f;uilt againft the truft of filencc 
put on him, fincc he never fpake.word of this 
jnartcr, but unto the piivy-counfcllors. 

With regard to his not having recalled the 
mandatum, after the. queen had fignified to him^ 
that flie had changoti her mind, lie aflirmed. That 
it was agreed that it Ihonkl be fcnt forthwith, and 
execution done, left the common. wealth, or the 
queen, might take fome barm. 

Hereupon Egerton, the folUcitor, began to 
prefs Davifon for his own confcflion, reading a 
piece of it •, but he rcqucfted him to read it all^ 
and not this piece and that piece -, but yet he had 
rather that it Ihould not be read at all, becaufe 
therein fome fecrets not to be uttered were con- 
tained ; and now and then interrupting him, he 
f^Id, That, as he would not conteft with the 
queen, fo he could not endure that his modefty 
Ihould be any detriment unto the truth and his in-- 
tcgrity. 

Gaudy and Puckering, ferjeants at law, re- 
proved hiiTi (harply for having craftily abulpd the 
wifdom of the counfellors ; and, from the confef- 
fion of Burleigh the treafurer, to whom (doubting 
-^vhether the t^qeen had determined on the execu- 
tion, 
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lion) he affirmed it very earneft, as he did alfo 
to the red, who fet their hands to the letters of 
the manner of the execution. 

Davifon, with tears in his eyes, begged the 
lawyers not to prefs him fo vehemently ; and en- 
treated them to remember that he would not con- 
teft with the queen, unto whofe confcience, and 
wnto the cenfure of the commiffioners, he com- 
mitted himfelf wholly. 

To conclude, by their general fentence, he was 
fined ten thoufand pounds, and imprifoned at the 
queen's pleafure. 

Davifon requefted the commiflioners to make 
interceffion to the queen for him, not for the ho- 
nourable place of fecretary, which he had, or his 
liberty, or for diminifhing of the fine impofed, 
but that he might be reftored unto her favour ; 
which he never recovered, though (be oftentimes 
relieved his wants. So Davifon, an honeft man, 
without policy, and not flcilful in afiairs of ftate, 
was brought, as moft men thought, upon the ftagc 
amongll the ftatefmen, to play his part a while in 
this tragedy, and ftraight had his dilguife pulled 
pff, and, as if he had failed in the laft aft, was 
thruft from pff the ftage, and kept long in prifon, 
bu*^ not without being pitied by many. 

The apology which Davifon made for himfelf 
\q Walfingluni, we fhall here give in his own 
words : 

" After the departure of the French and Scottiffi 
<* embafladors, the queen of her own mind com- 
^' manded me to fhew unto her the mandate of the 
*' execution of the fentence againft the' queen of 
^' Scotland : and it being ftiewn^ Ihe willingly. 
^* figned with her hand, and commanded it, being 
*^ thu5 figned, to be fealed with the great feal of 
♦* England s and jefting, faid, Signify this thing 



" unto 
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** unto Walfingham (who was fick) yet I fear 
^* much that he will die for forrow thereof. 

^' Moreover, (he faid that the caufes of the dc- 
** laying thereof, were, lell (he (hould feem to be 
** thought to be drawn thereunto upon violence or 
'* malice, when yet (lie knew that it was very ne- 
** ce(rary. 

*' Moreover, (he blamed Powlet and Drury that 
*' they had not freed her of this care, and' wi(hed 
*' that Walfingham would try their minds in this 
" matter. 

'' On the next day, wlien it was fealed with the 
*' great feal, (he commanded, by Killegrew, that 
*' it (hould not be done *, and, when I told her it 
*' was already done, fiie reprehended fo much 
*' hafte, infinuating that fome wife men thought 
«* another way might be taken. I anfwered, tnat 
*' the cburfe which was moft juft, was always the 
*' beft and mod fafe : but, fearing (he would lay 
•' the fault upon me, as (he laid the duke of Nor- 
'* folk upon Burleigh) I communicated all the 
•• matter unto Hatton, protefting that I would not 
•* t^iruft myfelf into fo great a bufmefs. He pre- 
** fently imparted it unto Burleigh, Burleigh unto 
*' the reft oi the counfellors, who all gave ^ihcir 
** confent to the quick difpatch of the execution ; 
*' and every one vowed to ftand to it, and to ftick 
*' one to another; and fent Beale with the mandate 
" and letters. 

*' The third day after, v/hen I perceived that 
*' her mind wavered, hearing her tell a dream of the 
" death of the queen of Scotland, I afked, if (he 
** had changed her mind ? She faid no : but, faid 
** (he, another way might have been invented : 
" and withal a(ked, if any anfwer were come from' 
" Powlet : and, when I had (hewed his letters, 
" wherein, in plain terms, he refufcd to take upon 

" him 
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" him that which was neither honourable nor juft, 
*' Ihe, chafing, faid, that he and others, who had 
*' taken the oath of aflbciation, were perjured and 
*' forfworn men, as they who had prdmifed many 
** things, but would perform nothing. But I 
" {hewed how unjuft and infamous this would be^ 
" and into what danger fhe brought Powlet and 
'* Drury •, for, if (he approved and allowed the 
" faft, fhe fliould draw to herfelf both danger and 
*' difhonour, with the note of injuftice 5 but, if 
*' fhe difavowed and difallowed the fadt, fhe over- 
** threw utterly thofewell deferVinginen and theif 
** pofterity : and afterwardi fhe, on the fame day 
*' the queen of Scotland was put to death, flightly 
" checked me that the execution was not done.** 

What grief foever queen Elizabeth conceived, 
or made fhew of, for the death of the queen of 
Scotland, certain it is, that the king of Scotland, 
her only fon, was greatly afflifted at it, who, with 
the greateft piety reverenced his mother, and re- 
gretted her exceedingly : for he did not think that 
queen Elizabeth, in regard of the mutual love that 
was between them, and the league of flridter 
friendlhip lately made between them, negleding 
So many interceflions of princes, would- have de» 
livered his mother, a prince of equal flate, and 
her neareft coufin of the royal blood, into the 
hands of an executioner. He fuffered not Mr. 
Robert Gary, fon to lord Hunfdon (who was fent 
from England to excufe the queen, by laying the 
fault upon her counfellors and Davifon) to come 
into Scotland, and hardly would hear him by 
another man, and was with ditficulty prevailed 6a 
to receive the letters ha brought j called his em- 
ballador out of England, and threatened revenge: 
and fome there were that perfuaded him, that 
other princes of chriltendom would not lee fuch 

an 
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an injury done to the majefty and royal name* of a 
king, go unpimilhed. 

The Itates of Scotland, who were aflembled ia 
gre.it ij.mber, profcflcd that they were ready to 
revenge tlic death of his motlier, defend his right 
to the crown of England, and to (pend their lives 
and fortunes in the quarrel ; and, that they would 
not digeil the injury done, not only to the king, 
but allb to the wliol: Scotch nation. 

Some there were who perfuaded the king to aflc 
aid of Ihips of the king of Denmark, whofc daugh^- 
ter he then tendered in marriage. 
' Some who were add^^ed to the Roman religion, 
fuggefted to him, that he fhould rather join with 
the kings of Spain and France, and with the pope, 
and fo he niight with eafe get pofleffion of Eng- 
land. Above all things, he Ihould give no credit 
t€) the proteftants of England, who now ruled all, 
and plotted to deftroy him alfo ; whifpering this 
in his ears, *' He that hath killed the mother, will 
*' alfo kill the children if he can." 

Some there were who fecretly advifed him to 
obferve an outward neutrality, and to hold both 
the proteftants and Romanifts in fufpence : for 
that, if he Ihewed himfelf openly for the proteft- 
ants, the Romanifts of Europe would do all they 
could agatnft him, gnd would fet up another prop 
and ftay in England to his'^great danger. 

Some alfo there wire who advifed him to a firm 
peace with England, "and not to put his certain 
hope upon the uncertain fortune of war •, and to 
be conftant in his religion, in which, if he once 
wavered, he fhould neither get nor purchafe friends, 
nor leflen the number of his enemies. 

1 hus every man fpoke as fancy or intereft led 
him : but the king, being more prudent than his 
^ge lecmed to admit of, ufed no hafte, which is 

always 
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always blind, but weighed their counfels in his 
' mind, confidcrately and maturely, a long time, 
both with himfelf and a few others. 

But queen Elizabeth, by laying all the fault on 
Davifon, and the ra(h credulity of her counfellors^ 
in order to mitigate his grief and forrow by little 
and little, left the comfort given out of feafon 
might more exafperate him, ftayed till his forrow^ 
leflened by length of time, would fuflfer itfelf to 
be handled : but, when fhe faw the French incite 
the king to revenge, fhe, fearing left he, by their 
policy, through defire of revenge, fhould be drawn' 
away from the religion of the proteftants, and thef 
friendftiip of the Englilh„ laboured with all her 
power to pacify his mind, exulcerated, and in a 
manner alienated from her, by all means not un- 
worthy of a prince. 

Therefore, by hef meflengcrs ^nd agents, and 
after by the lord Hunfdon, govemour of Berwick, 
fhe propofed thefe weighty and important reafbns : 
Firlt, What a dangerous thing it may be for him 
to break into an open war againft England for this^ 
caufe, which feemed unto the eftates of England 
to be as well necefTary for the fafety of the whole 
ifland, asalfo moftjuft. Then let him confider if 
he be of ability to take fuch a war in hand, for as 
much as England was never better furnifhed with 
military men and leaders, with forces and riches ; 
and Scotland, exhaufted with inteftine wars, never 
more weak. If he depended upon foreign aid, 
with what great difficulty, and how long it would 
be, ere he could get it •, and, if he did obtain it, 
what fuccefs could be hoped for, fince that Eng- 
land, having the fleets of Holland and Zealand 
joined thereunto, had no caufe to fear the moft 
mighty and potent kings of Europe i What 

hope 
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hope could he place in the French king, or the 
king of Spain ? For as much as his own power, 
much increafed and augmented by the addition and 
acceflion of England, might crofs or impeach their 
defigns and purpofes, for that his religion mifi;hc 
be fo oppoied unto their profefiion, that they 
could not help and aid him but with their own lo» 
and detriment. Neither could the French kin[ 
fee with a contented mind the king of ScotlaA< 
augmented with the kingdom of England, for fear 
left he Ihould with war profecute the ancient right 
of the Englifh men in France ; or elfe give help 
or fuccour unto the Guifes, his coufms, who at 
this time gaped after the realm of France. But 
the king of Spain, without all doubt, would do 
all things to ferve his ambitious humour, for as 
much as he vaunted himfelf to be the firft catholic 
prince of the blood royal of England, and the 
ftock of Lancafter, though untruly. In refpeft of 
which, fome jcfuits, ana others aJfo endeavoured 
to advance him, whilft the queen of Scotland was 
yet living, unto the crown of England, as a man 
moft ht to reftore the Roman authority in England^ 
the mother and the fon being not re'jpefted nor 
regarded. 

Moreover, they perfuaded him, that (he deter* 
mined, in her lafl will and teftament, to bequeath 
the kingdom of England unto this king of Spain^ 
if her fon continued in the religion of the pro 
teltants. 

" What may be the meaning of thefe things, 
" and whercunto they may tend, and wh« aid 
•* and help can be hoped for from the king of 
*' Spain, the king may thereby fee and perceive ^ 
" and withall, if he (hall revolt and fall from hx» 
" religion, in the which he hath been brought up, 

** with 
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*' with what great ignomrny he may precipitate and 
" caft headlong his foul into eternal damnation, 
*' and the whole ifland of Britain into danger and 
" deftrudion. 

r 

" Moreover, he is to confider and be advifed, 
•' left the eftates of England, who have given 
*' fentence againft his mother, do not exclude him 
** altogether from the right of fuccefliori, by a 
** new fentence, whofe love, by yielding and giv- 
*' ing place unto neceflity, and rdlraining the paC* 
" fionate motions of his mind, he may eafily win 
" and purchafe unto him, for as much as that 
*' which is done cannot be undone: and at his time 
" he may poffefs and enjoy quietly the moft flourilh- 
" ing kingdom of England.'* 

" In the mean time, he may enjoy fecurity, and 
" may feem with all men, indifferent men, that 
" have underftanding and confideration of things, 

to have received no blemifh in his honour, for 

as much as when time was, he omitted no part 
** of a moft pious and virtuous fon toward his mo- 
" ther ; and let him afluredly perfuade himfelf, 
*' that the queen of England would account and 
*' ufe him moft lovingly and afFeftionately, as if fhe 
** were his own motiier." 

She caufed thefe things to be reprefcnted to the 
king of Scotland, and aflured him that his mother 
was put to death without her knowledge : and, to 
confirm him in that opinion, fhe determined to 
fend him the fentence given againft Davifon in the 
Star-chamber, under the hands of all the commit 
fioners, th? great feal of England, and alfo ano- 
ther inftrument figned by all the judges of ;Eng- 
land, wherein they confirmed, that the fentence 
given againft his mother, did not prejudice his 
right in fucceffion, nor could be any obftack to the 
lame. , 

As 
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As the letters faid to have been written bt 
Mary queen of Scots, to the carl of Bothwell^ 
have been the fubjcvil of much difpute among the 
writers of the hiftory of thofc times, it 19 appre- 
hended, that a particular dlfquificion concerning 
them will not be unacceptable to our readers. 

The manner by which thefe letters came into 
the poffefllon of the queen's enemies, is conveyed 
to us by a Memorandum, publifhed along with 
Buchanan's detedion, in thefe words : 

** Memorandum. 
"THAT in the cattcll of Edinburgh thair 
" was left be the erle of Bothwell, before his 
*' fleeing away, and was fent for be ane George 
** Dalgleifh, his fcrvand, who was taken be the 
*' eric of Mourton, ane fmall gylt coffer, not fully 
** ane fute lang, garniflit in fundry places with the 
" Roman letter F. under ane king's crowne ; 
" wharin were certain letteris and writings weel 
*' knawin, and be aithis to be affirmit to have been 
" written with the queen of Scottis awin hand to 
*• the erle.'* 

The letters faid to have been contained in thii 
box were eight in number, all written in French : 
and, befulcs thefe, there were fome love fonnets^ 
alio in French, and a promife of marriage " by the 
qucc'n to Borhwell. 

As this is the only account given of the manner 
in wliicJi the Ictrerr, came to light, we (hall here 
make a i'ew remarks upon it, at the fame time leav-. 
ing the reader to judge for himfelf. 

1. As the matrer contained in the letter, in 
pliiin words acknowledgirs a criminal intercourfe 
between the queen and Bothwell ; and likewife in- 
iinuato, pretty openly, a dcligri to murder the 

king. 
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king. ^It feems fcarce credible that fuch ftrong 

and palpable evidence, againft herfelf fliould be 
committed by her to writing.' 

2. It is no lels aftonifliing, that fiothwell, to 
whom the letters are fuppofed to have been ^d- 
drefled, fhould have kept fuch evidence againft 
himfelf one moment in his h:\nds, without deftroy- 
ing them, as no good reafon can pofllbly be af- 
figned for his preferving them. 

But thefe are only prefumptions, which, ,hy 
themfelvcs, can have no force againfl; fafts : letters 
are difcovered and produced. It feems, however, 
to be an eftablillied maxim, founded on common 
fenfe, as well as equity, that, if any man, by the 
difcovery of a writing or deed, pretends to ftrip 
another of his property, the pretender muft not 
only prove the authenticity, but like wife give feme 
reasonable account how fuch writing fell into his 
hands. 

To apply this to the prefent queftion : from the 
letters themfelves, the prefumption feems to ftand 
in fiivour of the queen-, that neither (he, nor in- 
deed any woman of common prudence or mc- 
defty, could have written them. As, therefore, 
they were produced by the earl of Morton, as his 
difcovery, it becomes neceflary to examine every 
circumftance that relates to this difcovery, which 
may be done in a few words. 

On the fifteenth of June, 1567, the queen hav- 
ino; left Bothwell, delivered herfelf into the hands 
of Morton, and the lords of his party, who fent 
her prifoner to the caftle of Lochleven. 

On the twentieth of June, 1567, George Dal* 
gleifh, BothwelPs fervant, was feized, and it 1 s 
affirmed that the above-mentioned box and writc- 
ings were found in his cuftody. Six days after, he 
was examined before Morton, Atholc, and Grange, 

Vol. II. X lords 
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lords of the Iccrct council. A copy of his cxa- 
niinaiioii arul drpoluion, I'.ikI to bo taken from the 
oripjnal, in tlir'books of t^o julliciary, atteftcd by 
Iir John Riillciul.mc, jullicc-eKTk, has been prc- 
fcrved to this iLiv. 

This lomarkablo particular naturally occurs to 
be obl'crvcd in ir, iliai it was furdy of great im- 
portance for Morton, who tlu n had the box in his 
cudody, and, as the record bears, was prefcnt aC 
Dalgleilh's examination, to have confronted him 
with the perlbns who appreliended him \ and 
;ifked him fome ciucllions relating to the box: 
fuch as, Whether, or not, t!iis box was in Dai- 
gleifli*s cuflody when he, Dal^^jleiHi, was feizcd ? 
What orders he icceix ed from his mailer. Both* 
well, about the box ? Where he found it ? Whc* 
thcr open or locked ? If open, what it contained? 
and, where lie was to have carried it ? Dalgleidi, 
and the perlbns who fcized him only fix days be- 
fore, could liavo [.\ivcn dillinft anfwers to thofc 
partiiulars. I lowever, in the wliole of his exami- 
nation anvl vlk'pofition, there is no mention made 
of the box. 

This mai, rog-thcr wiih Hepburn, May, and 
Pourie, Iiot!uvt'irs leivnus, wa-; tried and con- 
demned at lAiinbur-jh, as accclfory to the king's 
murder. 

Tl^c full iijv^vMur.ce oi the kltcrs tliemfelves, 

is in i;n ad of Murray's ferret tounr il, dated the 

* • • • 

fourth of Peceiuhcr, 1^67: in which it is faid, 
Thar tl^ir rifui;;; in aims a^^ainll the queen, taking 
lur priioucr, and dii.iin Pi; I\er perion in Loch- 
Icvcn, " was in the laid queen's awin default, in 
*' a., far as, bi* diverfr her previe letters, writ- 
*•• TUN AM) SI rsciuviT wi rii nr.ii awin hand, 
" and lend bv her to ]anu\s erle of Boihwell, chief 
** exccuter of the horrible murder, fof the king] 

** as 
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** as well before the committing as after, and be 
her ungodly proceeding in a private marriage 
with him fuddenly thareafter, it is moft certane 
that fhe was previe art and part of the murder 
'^^ of the king/' This aft is undoubtedly fub- 
fcribed by the earls of Murray, Morton, and others 
of that party, the lords of the fecret council^ a 
title they aflfumed immediately on their imprifoning 
the queen. 

Upon the fifteenth day of Dfeceiftber, teii days 
after the above aft of fecret council, the earl of 
Murray's firft parliament met, where ah aft was 
pafled concerning the queen's detention, which is 
almoft a tranfcript of the above aft of their fecret 
council, juftifyiilg the queen's imprifonment ifrorll 
" her awin default, in fa far as be divers her previe 
" letters, written hallelie (i.e. wholly) with 
*' HER AWIN HAND, and fend be her to James erle 
*' of Bothwell, &c. it is certain fhe was previe, art 
" and part, of the king's murder." 

Upon comparing the words of thefe two afts to- 
gether, relating to the letters, it is evident that 
they clafh with each other. The aft of feCret coun-^ 
oil, afTerting the letters to be ** written and fub* 
" fcrivit with the queen's awin hand ;" whereas the 
aft of parliament declares them only to be ** writ-* 
" ten halelie with her awin|hand." From whence 
could fo flrange a difagrcem'cnt arife, in two fuch 
folemn deeds, and iti fo very material a point ? 
The additional word halelie in the aft 6f parlia- 
ment, which is fubftituted in the place of the words 
AND suBscRiviT, in the aft of council, is fufH- 
cient to convince us, that this variation was owing 
to no inadvertency in the compiler* 

The only perfon who has attempted to explain 
this jarring between the two records, is the ingeni- 

X 2 ou5 
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ous David Hume, efq. who thinks there is ncJ 
difficulty in the matter. 

We {hall here give the reader his obfcrvation in 
his own words : Hill, of England, vol. ii. p. 500. 
in the notes, after mentioning the objedlion arif- 
•ng from the jarring of the two records, he fays^ 
t' But it is not confidered that this circumftance is 
i' of no manner of force: there were certainly let* 
t' ters, true or falfc, laid before the council ; and ' 
t* whether the letters were true or falfe, this mi- 
c' (lake proceeds equally from the inacairacy or 
t' blunder of the clerk. This is eafily accounted 
«' for ; the letters were only wrote by her, the fe- 
^ cond contraft with Bothwell was only fubfcribed. 
'' A proper accurate defcrlption was not made, and 
'* they arc all faid to be wrote and fubfcribed." 

The proper reply to be made to this folution of 
the above difficulty, is only to defire the reader to 
compare the words in the two records before cited: 
the exprefs words are, " 7~Iie previe letteris writ- 
•> ten and fcnt by the queen to James earl of Both- 
** well." It is apprehended that Mr. Hume .will 
perfuade but few, that thefe words can be applied 
to a contract, which can neither be faid to have 
been written or fent by the queen to Bothwell, or 
to any other writings v/hatever but the letters: 
far lefs could this jarring happen in the words of 
the two records from any miftake or inaccuracy of 
a clerk. It indeed fecms altogether incredible, 
that, in fo important a matter, the wife heads of 
Murray, Morton, and fecretaryLethington, would 
liave trufted the compiling of thefe two afts to a, 
blundering clerk, or let fuch an 'obvious blunder 
elcapc them. 

If tlie letters, firfl produced by Murray and 
Morton in their fccret council, were figned by the 

queen> 
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queen, certain it is, that the letters produced be- 
fore the parliament had no fubfcription, but were 
only aflferted to be hale lie, or wholly, written 
by the queen's own hand. If thefe letters are ge- 
nuine, it is hard to account for fo ftrange a difa- 
gree'ment : if we fuppofe them Spurious and forged, 
a reafon, I think, for this ftrange conduft may be 
given. 

It is juftly obferved, by the ingenious doftor 
Robert fon, That, when a paper is forged with a 
particular intention, the eagernefs of the forger 
always prompts him to avoid all doubts or uncer- 
tainties, and to be as explicit as poffible. It is 
probable that the operators, in their firft copies of 
thole letters, would take care to be very explicit 
and full, both as to the matter and contents of 
tlieir manufacture, and like wife as to the form they 
were to appear in. 

Lefly, bifhop of Rofs, in his defence, aflerts ir, 
as a thing well known that there were perfons 
about the court who could counterfeit the queen's 
hand- writing ; and,that, infadt, feveral letters had 
been forged in her name, and fent to England. 
This is alfo aflerted by the queen herfelf, in her 
inftrufttons to her commiffioners at York. 

The eagernefs of the forgers to make the letters 
to Bothwell fully conclufive againft the queen, 
might very naturally prompt them at firft to affix 
her fubfcription to them ; and, in this fliape, they 
were aflferted by Murray, Morton, and others, be- 
fore their own fecret council, to be ** written and 
^' fubfcrivit with her awin hand." But ^fter thofe 
crafty politicians came to confider deliberately. 
That " thofe horrible letters," to cite the opinion 
of the Englifli commiQioncrs in their own words, 
^^ gonteynit fqch foul matteir, and abonlinabje 

X 3 t' either 
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*♦ be ei'-her thought of or written by a prince/* 
Upon ferioufly refledling, that it might Ihock tl 
credulity of many people to believe, that the 
queen could not only be fo wicked as to write 
fuch letters, but even fo far deprived of common 
fenfe as to put her name to them ; they might very 
naturally, m the copies they produced betore the 
parliament, fink the fubfcription, and, in the 
^place pf mentioning the letters to be " written and 
•' fubfcrivit" by the queen, fubftitute the words 
*' halelie written with her awin hand :" in which 
form they ever afterwards appeared. 

The next appearance the letters made was at 
York, in Oftober 1568, at a conference between 
Lefly, birhop of Rofs, lords Livingfton, Boyd, 
Herries, &c. on the part of queen Mary ; and the 
earjs of Murray, Morton, fecretary Lethington, 
and George Buchanan, on the other fide -, before 
the duke of Norfolk, earl of SuflTex, and fir Ralph 
Sadler, as conimiffioners for the queen of Eng- 
land ; where it appears, by a letter figned by thcle 
laft. That the letters, and other evidences againft 
the queen, were produced and fliewn to (hem by 
Lethington, Buchanan, and Hackgill, in a fecrct 
conference, not as commiffioners, as they protefted, 
but for their (the Englifli commiffioners) better 
inftruftion, after declaration of fuch circumfl:ancea 
as gave ground for vehement prefumption to judge 
the queen guilty of the king's murder. 

It is apparent, from this private and fecret con- 
ference concerning the letters, and the precaution 
of Lethington and Buchanan being employed to 
Ihew and explain thefe letters to the duke of Nor- 
folk, and earl of Suflex, not as commiffioners, 
that Murray and his party, though by this under- 
hand way they defamed the queen, were at great 

pains 
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pains to conceal their lecret praftices from her 
commifljoners ; who, at that time, had orders 
from Mary, and were inftru6ted to call for the 
evidences of their charge. This appears from 
the articles and inftrudlions given by the queen 
to her commiflioners. The queen had heard a 
furmife of letters faid to be written by her. In 
the feventh article of her inftruftions to her com- 
miflioners {he thus charges them : 

" In cais thay alledge thay have ony writingis of 
*' mine, quhilk may infer prefumptioun againis 
*' me in that cais, ze fall defyre the principallis 
*' to be producit, and that I myfelf may have in- 
" fpeftioun thairof, and mak anfwer thairto. For 
*' ze fall afErm, in my name, I never writ ony 
*' thing concerning that matter to ony creature : 
" and gif ony fic writingis be, thay ar falfe and 
" feinzeit, forgit and inventit be thamefclfis, on* 
" lie to my difhonour and fclander : and thair ar 
*^ divers inScotlande, baith men and women, that 
*' can counterfeit my hand- writing, and write the 
" like manner of writing quhilk I ufe, as weil as 
*' myfelf, and principallie fic as ar in cumpanie 
*' with thamefelfis. 

A cotemporary author has informed us, thas 
this had been done by Maitland her fccretary : 
" It was notourly known," fays this author, ** that 
** Lethington had often counterfeited the queen's 
" hand." But to proceed : 

The letters having been thus Ihown in private 
to the Englifh commiflioners, and the content^ 
fully explained to them by Lethington and Bucha- 
nan, a mofl: minute abflraft of their whole contents^ 
is tranfmitted by thofe commiflTioners to their mi- 
ilrefs, queen Elizabeth, which h ftiU extant. 

X 4 Doaor 
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Doflor Robertfon, in this part of his hiftory^ 
takes no notice either of the above private confer- 
ence, and expofition of the letters to the Englifh 
commiflioners, or of the queen's inftruftions with 
regard to them, aflfcrting the forgery, and defiring 
infpeftion of thofe letters. 

Which expofition of the letters, with the En- 
glifh commiffioners letter to their own court, 
giving a detail of this conference, and fending 
the extracts of the letters, v/ith their own ex- 
planation, moft unfavourable for queen Mary, 
fliows pretty plainly, that, at tliis time, there was 
no plan of i'aving the queen's Iionour in view, and 
that, even at this period, the duke of Norfolk was 
the dupe of Murray, who foon after betrayed 
him. 

Qiieen Elizabeth and her minifters having ad- 
journed the conferences, betwixt Mary and herfub- 
jed:s, to Weftminftcr, the earl of Murray, and 
his party, on their arrival, were introduced to, 
and gracioufly received by, Elizabeth j and any 
fcruples they had, or delicacy with refpecl to their 
accufing Mary, being eafily removed, they gave 
in their charge on the tweniy-fixth of November, 
1568, publicly accufing her of being accomplice 
with Bothwellin the murder of her hufband. 

Mary, being informed of the accufation thus 
publicly made againft her, inftrufted her commif- 
lioners, on the third of December, 1568, to pre- 
fent a demand in her name : That, as Elizabetji 
had given admittance, both in private and public, 
to her accufers, (lie likewifc might be " permitted 
" to cum in proper perfoun to hir majefties awin 
^' prefcnce and or her nqbili'-ie, and in the prefence 
*' alfo of haill the ambafladouris of other coun- 
'^^ treys, then refident within hir hienes realme, to 
*^ declaire hir innocencic, and to mak hir niajeftie 

*' and 
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^' and thayme underfland the nntrew invented ca- 
" Inmnies of hir laidis rebellis, for the beater de- 
*' fence of her gracis honor, fatisfa£lione of hir 
" heines, and all other Chriftiane princes and guide 
*' fiibjects quhatfumever." 

Mary's commiffioners having prefented this fup- 
plication in their miftrefs's name, Elizabeth refufed 
to comply with their requeft ; and, at the fame 
time, declared to the commiffioners, that (he 
would receive proof from Murray and Morton 
of the verity of their accufation. Upon which 
Mary's commiflloners remonftrated againft this 
procedure, " as a prepofterous order, never ufed 
" in any treaty or conference •, yea, not even in 
" cafes of judicial procedure, to receive probation 
" before the party was heard to anfwer to the al- 
'' leageance, and efpeciallyin fo weighty a caufe: 
'' they therefore protefted, that no further ftiould 
" be proceeded in this conference." 

Notwithftanding this remohftrance, as Eliza- 
beth had formed a refolution to have the accufation 
fixed on Mary, ftie, at the very fame meeting, 
called upon Murray and Morton^ who direftly 
put into the hands of the Englilh commiflloners, 
the box with the letters and fonnets. They alfo 
produced a copy of the earl of Bothweirs trial, 
with the exammations and confeflions of Hay, 
Hepburn, Pourie, and Dalgleifli, fervants of Both- 
well, who, although they all charged their matter, 
yet none of them pretended to ^fperfe the queen in 
the leaft with any knowledge or acceflion to the 
king's murder. And it is well known, that all of 
them, at their death, publicly abfolved the queen 
from it. So that, fetting the letters afide, there 
is no other evidence which Murray and Mortoii 
could produce againft the queen. The letters 

therefore 
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therefore, and they only, were the evidence againit 
Mary. 

In fupport of them, Morton himfelf the queen's 
acculcr, iilRrmcd he got th.em from Dalgleifli in 
the manner above-mentioned; and one Crawfurd, 
(a dependent on tlic earl of Lennox, another ac- 
cufcr of the queen) the perfon whom Lennox 
fent to meet Mary in her road to Glafgow, bears 
witnefs to the truth, and fome other incidents men- 
tioned in one of the letters -, which, whether true 
or falfe, feems to be of no confequcnce ; for this 
plain reafon, that whoever did write the letters, 
would take care to inform thcmfclves of every in- 
cident that happened in Mary's company when (he 
was at Glafgow, at the time (he is fuppofed to 
have written thofc letters to Bothwell : and they 
could not apply to a better hand for their informa- 
tion, than to this vaflalof Lennox, or even to Len- 
nox himfclf ; who, doubtlcls, were very ready to 
give all the information in their power upon the 
above head. 

The letters per fe, then, with Morton's Angle 
affirmation of the way and manner how they came 
into his poflcffion, are the only evidences againib 
the queen, which were produced at the confer- 
ences. 

I'hc want of the concurrence of fome other im- 
partial and unfulpei^tcd witneffes, to fupport the 
teflimony of Morton, as to the difcovcry and 
lei/ure of the box and letters, and his remarkable 
flivnefs in interrogating Dalgleilh on this point, 
have already been obferved. But if perhaps will 
br, fiid, that, at the time of Dalglci(h*s trial, 
this was an overfight which efcaped even the fa- 
g.icity and penetrating genius of Morton, and the 
wiiole party. The man was lianged, and he can- 
not 
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not now be called from the grave to anfwer quef- 
tions. It is to be obferved, however, that, at this 
very time, December, 1568, they had in their 
cuftody a very material and living evidence, who 
had a part in the letters. 

The fecond letter mentions, by name, one Pa- 
ris, or Nicholas Hubert, a Frenchman, fervant of 
Bothwell, who, itisfaid, was the perfon intrufted 
to carry the letters from the queen to Bothwell, 
This man had been kept in dole confinement in 
St. Andrews during all this time. 

Now, when one fees the remarkable care and 
attention of the party in coUefting every circum- 
ftance which they fuppofed could be matter of 
proof againft the queen, in fupport of their ac- 
cufation, their penury of proof notwithftanding, 
and the pinching neceflity of fupporting the only 
evidence they had (that of the letters) by the 
bare and fingle afHrmation of Morton himfelf, the 
queen's aceufcr, and moft inveterate enemy ; it is 
impoffible to overlook, without the ftrongeft fufpi- 
cion, their omitting to have produced fo very ma- 
terial an evidence as this Frenchman, in perfon, 
to have anfwered to the queftions of Mary, or her 
commiflloners, before the Englifti council, and 
to the part afligned to him in the letters them- 
felves. 

Mr. Hume, who has omitted nothing that he 
thought was evidence againft the queen, has 
been very fenfible of this defeft of Murray's, in 
not calling upon Paris ; and he endeavours tofup- 
ply it in a pretty extraordinary manner. *' On 
" giving in the letters," fays he, " Murray forti- 
*^ hed this evidence by Ibme teftimonies of corrc- 
" fponding fafts ; and he added, fbmetime after, 
" the dying conf eflion of Hubert, or French Pa- 
^- ris, a fervant of Bothwell, who had been exe- 

" cuted 
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" cuted for the king's murder, and who direAIy 
*^ charged the queen with being acceffory to that 
*' criminal enterprize." He adds : " It is in 
** vain, at prefcnr, to leek for improbabilities in 
*' this confcdion : it was certainly a regular judicial 
*' l^aper, given in regularly and judicially, and 
" ought to have been canvafled at the time.** 

From this account Mr. Hume would make one 
believe, that tliat piece of evidence, Paris*s con- 
fcffion, had been given in by Murray within a 
few days after the letters, at leaft whilft the con- 
ferences fubfifted ; yet nothing can be more falfe. 

The conferences broke up, and the earl of Mur- 
ray and his party received permiflion from queen 
Elizabeth to return Iiome to Scotland, in January, 
1568-9. Paris, after lying in clofe prifon till Au- 
guft, I ry6c)j was then put to death ; at which time 
it is pretended he made thefe confeflions againft 
the queen. 

Upon fo vifible a partiality of Elizabeth, it is 
no eafy matter to determine what courfe would 
have been moft proper for Mary to have taken ; 
being denied that privilege which the greatefl: of 
criminals have always been allowed, in every civi- 
lized nation •, that of being heard perfonally in her 
own defence, and confronted with her accufers ; 
fhe had ordered her commifTioners to break off all 
further conference, before judges already fo deter- 
mined againft her. Dr. Robertfon is of opinion, 
that, had fhe ftopt there, it was the moft prudent 
part fhe could have afted. Let it be confidered, 
however, that her enemies had, at this time, not 
only accufed her publicly, of being privy and 
acceffory to the king's murder, but had, in com- 
pliance with Elizabeth's order, produced their 
proof, the box with the letters, and Morton an4 
Crawfurd's evidence in fupport of them. 

Tbi» 
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This was the confiimmation of Elizabeth's ut- 
moft wiflies. It behoved Mary, on the other 
hand, clearly to fee the inferences that might be 
drawn to her prejudice from this ilepflie had been 
provoked to take. By declining the combat, flie 
yielded the victory to her enemies, and left them 
in the clear poITenion of the iield. They had not 
only accufed her, they had likcwifc produced what, 
they afferted, did amount to a fullconviftion of her 
guilt, no leis than letters written by her own hand 
to Bothwell, the perpetrator of the murder. 

On thefe con fulcra tions, flie writes a letter to 
her commiflioners, the nineteenth of December, 
156S, retorting the accufation on Murray, adding: 
'' And to the ciY<i&: our guid filler may underftand 
*' we are not willing to lat thair falfe inventit al- 
*' legcances pafs over with filence, adhering to 
'' zour former proteliatiounis, ze Hill defire the- 
'' inlpeftioun and doubillis of all thay haif produ- 
'' cit againis us ; and tliat we may fee the alledgit 
*' principal writingis, gif thay haif ony, producit; 
*' and, with God's grace we Hill mak fie anfwer 
'^ thairto, that our innocence fall be knawin to our 
** guid filler, and to all utheris princes." 

In conlequencc of this letter, Mary*s com- 
milTioncrs repaired, on the twenty-fifth day of 
December, 1568, to the prefence of Elizabeth 
and her council ; where, in order to make anfwer 
to the accufation, '' tluy maifl: humblie defyrit 
** the quenis majeftie to caufe them have fie writ- 
*' ingis as wer producit againis thair maiftres, be 

" thair maiftres*s adverfaris. Quhilk defyre hir 

*' majeftie thocht very reflbnabill, and defyrit 

" ane extrad* of the faid writing to be given in to 
" hir hines ; quhilk the faid commiflionaris did on 
" the morn (i. c. next day) deliver." 

It 



3^6 The LIt?E and t)EATtt of 

It will be thought by every body, that the ex* 
traftof the writing, faid to be delivered on the 
morn to Mary's commiflioners, contained at Icaft 
a copy of the letters produced by her adverfaries j 
yet that was not the cafe. 

Whatever this extraft of a writing, fo delivered, 
contained, certain it is, as Ihall be clearly (hown 
hereafter, that it did not contain one word of the 
letters, and was only a piece of art made ufe of^ 
by Elizabeth and her minifters, to give a colour-* 
able anfwer to fo reafonable a demand of Mary, 
which they did not chufe flatly to refufe, at the 
fame time that they refolved not to grant. The 
writing thus delivered on the morn, or next day, 
was, in all probability, an extraft of the accufa* 
tion only. 

It mufl: be remembered always, that the accu-* 
fation itfelf againft the queen was in general terms, 
affirming. That as the earl of Bothwell was the 
perpetrator of the murder, fo was he of the fore- 
knowledge, counfcl, and device thereof. To 
which the queen, by many letters from her con- 
finement, and likewife her commiflioners in het* 
name, had given anfwcrs, denying the accufation, 
and endeavouring to fliow the improbability of it j 
and that Murray and Morton were themfelves the 
authors of that murder. 

So far the accufations on both fides were feem* 
ingly equal. But Murray had, in fupportofhis 
charge, produced certain writings, letters written, 
as he affirmed, by her own hand, to the carl or 
Bothwell, which palpably proved her to have been 
privy to the king's murder. What anfwer, i^ 
innocent, coald flie make to this ? This only one, 
furcly, which ftie did make, That thofe letters 
were forged. She went farther, flie aflcrted, that 
her accuicis themfelves wercthe forgers ; and for 

this 
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this good reafon, that it was a fa6t well known, 
that fome of them could well counterfeit her hand- 
writing, and had been accuftomed fo to do. She 
therefore defired a fight of the principal letters 
themfelves, and alfo to have full copies of them 
delivered to her ; from which (he aflerted, that fhe 
would make the forgery of thofe pretended letters, 
and her ov/n innocence, clearly appear. 

On the 7th dav of January, 1569, lord HerrieSj 
and the bifliop 01 Rofs, in confequence of another 
letter from queen Mary, which they produced, 
" paflcd to the prefence of the quenc's majeftie of 
" Ingland, hir hienes's counfall being alfwa pre- 
" fent, — and fignified, that, as their miftrefs was 
" to anfwer to the accufatioun of hir fubjedis, and 

alfwa to prove thame to be tne principal autho- 

rls imd executoris of the king's murder -, for the 
'' qahilk fcho'was falflie accufit by thame, con- 
'' fcvm to writingis prefentit in her name j thair* 
'• folr they defirit the writingis producit by hirin- 
*' obedient fubjeftis, or, at the leift, the copies 
" thairof to be deliverit unto thame, that thair 
*^ ir.aiftres might fuUie anfwer thair to, as fcho 
*' delyrit. — Which defyre quene Elizabeth tuik 
*' to be advyfit of, and promifit to gif anfwer 
*' within two or three dayis." 

One may eafily imagine, that, if queen Eliza*- 
beth had truly any intention, that a fair trial and 
infpeftion of the letters fliould be made, and to 
hear if any objeftions could be raifed to them, there 
could be no reafon for hefitating one rpinute on 
Mary's repeated fupplication for a fight of them ; 
or, at the leaft, to have copies of them delivered 
to her •, without which, it was fimply impoffible 
for licr, or any perfon alive, to make a proper 
anfwer, or to detedt the forgery. 

But 
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But this was the* very opnofitc of qticcn Eliza- 
luth's fchcmc ami inttiuion ; to give v/ay to a 
Icrutlny of ilich pircious iiiatcnalsi the darling 
inlirim)cnts of licr rrlcntmcnt af^ainft Mary, which 
niiftlu, i)crh:ips inv.ilitiarc thole proofs, and blow 
ihcm in the air; tlu: confcqucncc of which, as it 
would have been a moH convincing proof of Mary's 
innocence, nuill nccellaiily have been a clear con- 
vic^iion, at ilic fuiic time, oF Murray and Mor- 
ion's {.^uilr. l\li'/al <'ili was ilierefore fully deter- 
jnincd not to (.-.ive car to thofe demands. I'he 
flfift file maJe uie of, to avoid thir; pinching quef- 
tion, lliows lier perplexity : in place of anlwering 
Mary's requcil to Ice tlic letters, ]*lizabeih makes 
the- i'ollowin[»; propc/Ial to Mary's commifTioners : 
" 'I'luit it were bell i'oinc appointment fuld be 
*' made* between ti;e (juene of Scotland, hir guid 
** Hiler, and hir I'ulijet.iis : and to tlic efieft the 
*Miiid queue n'.uyllve in furetie in tyme cuming, 
'*• ;mhI bec;ii(^r it ji-' s bein th(;Ufi!it that fcho mil- 

I. 

" !)kit jilr ibbuLiis, iliicAv thair evill behaviour 
^"toward lilr, luul li^.ay nii{lil:c alio hir govern- 
" incut: ir ieijui: tiiiiii'iolr maiil meit and conve- 
" nicnr, tliat klio, as being weary of that realme, 
* and goveriuvent tluiirc/f, ioi-ld yield up the crown 
*' ;ii:d .'/oveiTir.c nr rhair(.r, and demit the famiii 
" favcur:- i>\ Mr loiic tlie j)rince, — and fcho in 
*' ilic nv.an iviv.et<j remrjji i;i tliis realme of In«;- 
*■ !::i'.d [ liviulic, a»':d !o the eountiy fould be atanc 

Ir is if; be renicn.bered, tliat when Mary's com- 
i..'.!iic;iitr.s h;d(;f i!:en.!clves, without any autho- 
r:i}- iroiji lier, iinc! bei'cp.* Murray had ])roduced 
i!.' L' ;: i!?.d l<iL(i'-., proj^r.lWI an accommodation 
1 I iv.(. i :i lij- j ;;iii(',, iLen l'Ji/a[)i-ih hud told them, 
*; l.iM .i.'i IimIi WW iiecuj'niicn, flie tliought it in- 
t .nlWUiit xviiU li( 1 I'.iur Mary's honour and inno- 
t'uixe to h;'.vc liie u.::LLc;r ended by ;.ppointment. 

The 
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The'reafon for Elizabeth's changing her rtiind at 
this period is extremely obvious. 

The anfwer made by Mdfy to this propofal of 
Elizabeth's, was fuch as a high-born ipirit, con- 
fcious ot innocence and oppreflion, could only 
have diftated : " Jefuis refolue etdiberee phtftoft 
'' mourir, que de faire : et le derniere parole qud 
"je ferais en ma vie, fera d'une Royne d'Ef- 
" coffe." 

The firm tone in which Mary exprefled hcrfclf 
at this time, and her whole behaviour, fhows, tha,c 
fhe lufficiently underftood EHzabeth*^ fcheme, and 
that even impartiality was not to be expected fro^n 
her. She was determined, notwithftanding, to 
vindicate her innocence -, and, at the fame time, 
to prove, that Murray, Morton^ and Lethingr 
ton, whom flie had already publicly accufed, were 
themfelves the devifers, and fome of them the perr 
petrators of the king's murder. 

Either of thefe points was incohfiftent with 
Elizabeth's plan : flie had encouraged Murray 
and his aflbciates, publicly, to charge their fovc^ 
reign as a murderefs and adultereft. She had ha4 
the addrefs to get into her hands, what they alledg- 
ed, amounted to a proof of their charge : whether 
thefe were true or not, the world would always 
believe them to be fo, provided they were no^ 
expofed, and found to be fpurious. It was there- 
fore, high time, now to difmifs Murray and his 
party, to avoid any difcuflion of their evidence,, 
and likewife to ftifle the attack made againft them- 
felves. 

Upon the nth of January, 1569, the commif- 
fioners on both fides were brought to meet in pre- 
fence of the Englifh council, where fecretary Cecil, 
in Elizabeth's name^ " declarit, that the erles of 
•' Murray, Morton, and their adherentis, wer li- 

VoL. IL Y " cencit 
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** cencit to be the qurnc's ma)eilie to depart int9 
** Scotland. And, becaulc it was bruitic and 
*^ Iklaundorir, that they were participant of the 
" murthour of the quene's hufband, — thaydeflrit 
•* to knaw quhcthcr tliay waki accule thaniein the 
'* quenc's name, or inihair awiu names.'* 

I'he anfwcr made by the queen's commiflionerft 
to this was. That by a Ipecial command of their 
(bvcrei{jn, " by her letteris under hir fignet, — ^ 
** iliay were exprellie commandit to accufe the crlc 
" of Murray and utheris his adherentis, to be 
^^ principal authouris, inventaris, doaris, and fum 
" of ihcm proper excquutouris of the murthour. 
** Conform lo the quhilk letteris, thay hadalreadie 
** publiflUe gevin in thair accufatioun in write, and 
*' olTcrit thame conilantlic to abide thairat, in thair 
•• midres's name-, and had offered alfwa to defend 
^* her innocencie, and to anfwer to all the calum- 
^^ nies, alledgit or producit againis hir, fwa being 
** that fcho micht have the copies of the pretendit 
*■ writtingis gevin in, public^lie or privailie, againis 
** the quene thair maiif ras \ quhilkis thay have di- 
•* vers tymes requirit of the quenc's majellie, and 
** hir counfal, fuppois thay have not as zit obtenit 
** thefamen: and how fone that thay reffavit the 
** copies thairof, fcho wale anfwer thairto, in de- 
** fence of hir inngcencie, and alfwa particularlic 
•* nominat and accufe fuch perlbnis, bein^ prclcnt 
•* of thair companlc, as wer guiltie of that mur- 
" iliour; and wakl verifie and pruif the famin fuf- 
«* ficientlie." 

This firmnefs in queen Mary's miniffers, in iiv- 
ftRing even to have copies only of the writing;;, 
and in abiding by their a^cufation of Murray and 
Morton, was highly difagreeable to Elizabeth* 
We iha'l fee l]]c immediately took a mofteffedual 
mctl.od to difpatch thin troublelbmc aflair. 
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The very next day^ ^* upon the 12th day of Ja- 
^ nuary 1568, the erle of Murray, and all his ad- 
** herentis, came to the prefcnce of the quene*sma» 
" jeftie of Ingland, and gat licence to depart into 
*« Scotland.*' 

This ftep was very well judged: by difmifling 
thefe gentlemen with their box and writings, it 
prevented all infpeftion of the original letters. 
And now, as to giving copies of them, a new de- 
vice was tried, in order to elude even that. 

On the thirteenth of January, the bifhop of 
Rofs and lord Herries are called to court, and ac- 
quainted by Cecil, *' That hir majeftie, quene 
'* Elizabeth, will not refuis unto the quene, hir 
'^ guid fitter, to give the dowbillis of all that was 
'* producit ; — but with this certification, *^ That 
*' fcho will have a fpecial writing fent be the quehe 
^ of Scottis, fignet with hir awin hand, promifing 
** that fcho will anlwer to the famin writingis and 
** thingls laid to her charge, but opy except 
" tioun.'' ^ . 

To this it was anfwered on th^ fpot b^ Mary*s 
minifters. That what fecretary Cecily -io, jus naif^ 
trefs's name, now required, was already^onc, viz. 
^* by twa feveral writingis fchawin and read in pre« 
** fence of hir majeftie, (Elizabeth) and:hi,r coun- 
*' lal, fubfcrivit with hir awin hand, arnl under 
" hir fignet, quhairof the extract was deliverit to 
" quene Elizabeth hirfelf, in the quhilk fcho of- 
** ferit to mak anl'wer upon certain conditiounis. 
" thairiu expreniit, or at leift the copies of 
" thame." 

This anfwer fecretary Cecil, it would appear, 
thought fufBcient. He made no reply^ and, in- 
deed, it was no wonder that he fhould be per- 
plexed. The abfurdity of requiring a letter un- 
4^ Mary's own hand,- at the time when he had 
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feen, and was pofleffed of two of that queen's let- 
ters to the above purpofcf, fhows plainly, that the 
intention of this laft fhift, which loft its aim, was 
only to put fome colour upon a flat refufal, to al- 
low queen Mary to fee either the principal writings, 
or even the copies of them. Mary's commiflioners 
were wife enough to take hold of this occafion to 
urge another point, viz. a complaint in their mif- 
trefs*s name, in refpeft, **• I'hat the crle of Mur- 
" ray, and his adHerentis, quha have been pub- 
" liftlie accufit be the qiiene, --- wer licenflt be 
*' the qeene of England to depart die realme into 
•' Scotland, not abiding to heir the defence of the 
•* qucne's hicnes's innocencie, nor the tryal and 
*' pruif of thair deteftioun, quhilk was offerit to 
** pruif thame guiltie and culpabil of the famin 
** crime -, but thair being fully dimittit, and na 
** end put unto the caufe, it appeirit not chairfor 
** meit that the quene fould mak ony furder an- 
*' fwer, lefs nor hir laid rebellis be ftoppit, to re- 
•' mane within this realme, until the time that.the 
•* trial tak end : and gif thay wer fufFerit to de- 
part, defirit that it might be alfwa leafum to the 
qncnc, thair foverane, and hir commiflioners, 
*' to depart into Scotland, for the greit inconve- 
*' nicnce micht follow, in cais the ane part wcT' 
*' permittit to pas to Scotland, and the Uther dc-' 
" tcnit within Ingland; and the inequallity of 
•' dealing in that behalf is apparent." 

To the quhilk it was anfwerit, " That the crfe 
•* of Murray has promifit to the quen^'s majeflie 
" of Ingland, for himfelf and his cumpanie, tx> 
'* turn agane quhenlbevcr hir majeftie fould call 
♦* for him or tliame : bot, in the mean tyme, the 
'' quene of Scotland, thair miftres, could not be 
" fuftcred to depart, for divers rcfpefts." Upon 
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this refufal of the queen's liberty, her commif- 
fioners entered a proteft. 

In this manner, did Murray and Morton, with 
their box and letters, withdraw from the confer- 
ences in England. What afterwards became of 
the letters is not known. They are now loft, or 
have been deftroyed, no body knows how. This, 
however is certain, that queen Mary, notwith- 
ftanding her frequent aflertions, that they were 
forged by her accufers, and her repeated earneft. 
fupplications, both under her hand, and by the 
mouth of her commiflioners, to fee the letters, to 
anfwer them, and prove the forgery upon Murray 
and Morton, could not prevail in fo reasonable a 
requeft. 

The preceding account of the fcveral fteps of 
the conferences relating to the letters, from the 
very words of the records themfelves, is fo very 
different from, and lb contradiftory to Mr. Hume's 
relation, in his late hiftory, that I think it incum- 
bent upon me, in juftice to the public, to fet 
down a ftiort abftraft of his account, fo that, upon 
a comparifon, the impartial reader may, from his 
own eye-fight, judge how far that gentleman has 
been direfted by truth, in his reprefentation of 
this affair. 

" When the charge (fays Mr. Hume) or a<;cu^ 
fation againft Mary was given in, and copies of 
it tranfmitted to the bifhop of Rofs, lord Her-* 
" ries, and herother commiflioners, they abfolute* 
" ly refufed to return any anfwer ; and they 
grounded their filence on very oftraordinary 
reafons : They had orders, they faid, from their 
*' miftrefs, if any thing was advanced that might 
" touch her honour, not to make any defence, a^ 
" fhe was a fovereign princefs, and could not be 
^ fubjeft to any tribunal j and they required, thac 
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" flic fliould prcvioufly be aclmitted to Elizabeth's 
** prcfencc. They forgot that the conferences 
** were at firft begun,. ;ickI were flill continued, 
^^ with no other view' than to clear her from the 
**• accufations of her enemies ; that Klixabcth had 
*' ever pretended lo enter into them only as her 
'* friend, by her own confenr* without aiTuming 
** any fuperior jurildiLtion over her. — As the 
•' queen of Scots refuletl to give in any anfwcr to 
** Murray's charge, the ncceflTary confequence 
•* fecmed to be, that there could be no hircher 
** proceedings in the trial." 

If this was a necelTary confequence of Mary's 
refufing to anlwer, (unleis in j^erfon, Mr. Hume 
fliould have added) it may be aflced, How came 
Elizabeth, notwithftanding, to proceed in the trial. 
In abfence of both Mary and her commiflloncrs? 
Was nut this the lieight of partiality, in this pre- 
tended frienil of Mary, to hear her enemies by 
thcmlelves, or to receive any tiling from their 
hanil.s as fuflicient proof againlt her, upon their 
word only ? And, wlien flje did fo, ought flie not, 
in connnon lullice. to have communicated the fame 
to Mary ? But, to gu on with thi$ author's ac- 
count : 

" Kli'/abeth and her minifl;ers defircd to have 
" in their hands the prooi'sof her guilt; — Mur- 
^^ ray niade no diflkulty in producing the proofs 
*' of his charge againft the queen of Scots, and, 
** among the rclt, Ibmc love-letters and fonncts of 
'* her's to Borhwell, wrote all in her own hand, and 
** two promifes of marriage to him. — - They con- 
*' tained inconieltible proof's of Mary's criminal 
** correlpondcnce with liothv/ell, other confent to 
** the king's murder, and of her concurrence 
** in that rape which Bothwell pretended to com- 
*♦ mit upon her. Murray fortified this evidence, 
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by fome teftimonies of corrcfponding fafts ; and 
*' he added, fome time after, the dying confef- 
*' fion of one Hubert, or French Paris, a fervant 
*' of the earl of Bothwell, who had been exeaited 
*' for the Jcing's murder, and who direftly charged 
*' tlic queen with her being acceflbry to that cri- 
minal enterprizc. 

" Mary's commifTioners (fays Mr. Hume) had 
ufed every expedient to ward this blow, which 
*' thty faw coming upon them. And, finding 
" that the Englifli commiflioncrs w^re ftill deter- 
" mined to proceed in the method which had been 
" projcdied, they finally broke off the conferences, 
^' aiii never would make any reply. Thefc 
*' papers have all o; them been fmee publiftied* 
The objedlicns made to their validity, are in 
general of Ihiall force : but, were they ever fo 
fpecious, they cannot now be hearkened to ; 
fince Mary, at the time when the truth could 
" have been fully cleared, did', in effect, ratify 
*' the evidence againil her, by recoiling from the 
*' enquiry at the very critical moment, and re» 
^'fufiiigto give any anfwcr 1:0 the accufation of 






*' enemies." 



Let us, by way of anfwer, now compare the 
words of the record, with this gentleman's ac* 
count : 

" Hampton-Court, 25th day of December, 
" 1568: the quhilk day of the bifhop of Rofs and 
** lord Berries came to Hampton- court, whair, 
" in the council-chamber, thay declarit, that thay 
" had Ijpecial command fent to thame fra thequcne 
" thajr maiftres, to declair. That being advcrtifit 
*' of the unnatural and ungrate dealings of hir 
" d'ibbedient fubjeclis and rcbeilis, could not fuf. 
" tor thair blalphemous and (klanderous accufa- 
*^ tiounis to pas oyer with filencc unanfwcrit 5 
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*' quhan thay tha/iiefelfis quha did accufe hir, wer 
•' the authoris, and iiivcnteris, and, fum of thame, 
•* executouris of the murthoiir : and chairfoir wald 
*' anfwcr to thair accufatioun, in defence of hir 
^^ awin innocence, and accufatioun of than^e, as 
" authoris thamclelfis of the king's murthour, 
" And the fiiid commifTionaris producit their wri^ 
** tingis and inftruftioiinis, lent by thair maiftrcsi 
" to thame to that eftedl. Qiiliilk being read bc- 
*^ foil* hir majeftie, and hir counfall, thay maift 
" humblie delyrit hir majeftie to caufe thame have 
*' fic writingis, as wcr producit againis thair piaijT- 
*' tres be hir advcrfaris." 

The account that this hifl:orian has given of the 
queen's conduft, is dirciflly contradifted almoft in 
rvcry I'cntence by the. records, which, it appears, 
he has hiniftlf perufed. At the iame time it is 
cafy to perceive the* poor evafion that our author 
pretends to make for this fo ftrange a detail, viz; 
I. 'I'hatMary had infiftcd to confront, pcrfonally, 
Murray and Morton her accufers, in prefence of 
Elizabeth, the whole Kngliih nobility, and foreign 
ambafladors ; wliich Mr, Hume is pleafed td 
fay, was fpch a requeft as could not be granted, 
AnJ, 2. I'hat this requeft being refqfcd, Mary's 
commiironers had protefted againft all further 
procedure, on tlic 9th of December ; the confer- 
ences, therefore, according to Mr. Hume, were 
♦' from that minute, as he" has faid above, finally 
broke off'. But this is a poor (hift, in which Mr, 
Hume has followed A nderlbn, who brcaks off his 
coUedions, and gives us no more of the proceed- 
ings of the Knglilh council after the i6th of De- 
cember 1567. 

]..et it be aflccd, what was the bafis of thefc 
conferences, and the de(ign of the parties by en- 
tering int9 them ? Mr. Hume himfelf has told us 

above^ 
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And wtire Itill continued with no other view t;han 
to clear Mary from the accufations of her enemies: 
^' Elizabeth, fays he, had only entered into them 
** as her friend, by her own.confcht," notaflum- 
** ini any jurifdiftion over h6r." 

Tms, it muft be acknowledged, was truly the 
footing the conferences were on: Mary defircd to 
be heard perfonally upon her defence j to con- 
front and interrogate ner accufers in prelence of 
jaJl the V^orld : a demand, that will^ as apprehend** 
ed, be thought a moft juft and neceffaiy oup,. 
Elizebeth refufed it : Mary*s commiifionersf^ on 
fo manifeft a partiality, proteft^d againil all fur- 
ther procedure in the matter. • 

The conferences, however, were not broke off: 
On the ftxteenth of December, 1567, Elizabeth 
^^ynid not be content that ony of thcmie (the 
/* Scots commiflioners) (houki depart into Scot'- 
^ *' land before the end of this coherence/' She 
jallowed Murray and his aflbdates to pnDceed and 
produce the proof of their accu&tion, and twelve 
days after the proteft ftie wrote to Maty, a^d ad* 
vifed her to make anfwer. This Mary had deter- 
mined to do, before the date of Elizabeth's letter 
pf the twenty-firit of December ; and had ilready^ 
written her refolution to her commiflSoners on the 
nineteenth of that month, to have infpeftioh c£ 
Miirray^s proof, and doubles of all the writings, 
>* and with God's grace, (fays fhe) I fall mac fie 
^* anfwer to thair accufatioun, as my innoceplce 
f * fall- appear, aiid thair guilt." 

It is plain, therefore, that, as the conferences 
were intirely founded on the confent of parties; 
allowing that Mary's commifTioners, or that even 
ifhe hcrfelf had- broke them off, -yet, as Murray 
j^nd his adbciates, on their parts^ wcfe fUU- going 
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on before the Englifh counciU it was ftillin Maiy*s 
power to relume her defence, as Elizabeth hcr^ 
lelf defired flic fhould do ; and which (he did ac- 
cordingly, in the llrongeft manner, by letters un* 
der hand and fignct. 

The conferences in England being ended, the 
original krters, fai>i to have been written by the 
queen to die earl of Bothwell, were never after- 
iwrds expofed to light, queen Elizabeth having 
att.iij\cd the double end, of blackening queen 
Mary, and fecuring the dependency of Murray's 
fadion, broke off all further enquiry. 

That copies of the letters were loon after fpread 
abroad, is univerfally known •, after being in the 
lunds of l^lizabeth and her council, whole great 
nin), through the courfe of their proceedings, as 
has been fliown, was to load Mary with the crimes 
imputed to lier by her rebellious fubjects; to 
countenance and fupport them in their ulurpation \ 
and to give a fpecious pretence for detaining that 
princefs a priibner in England *, it will fcarce be 
imagined, that Elizabeth would lofe the fruit of 
Jier labour, which Ihe had, by fo much induftry 
and care, brought to maturity, by keeping locked 
up from the public, tliofe pretended evidences of 
Marrs guilt, her love-letters andfonnets. 

The originals produced were written in French, 
a language then a:^ generally underftood at the 
lourt of Kngland, as it is at this day. What a fund 
this, of court fcandal ! how delicious to Elizabeth, 
to mortity fo hated a rival, to her genius, to her 
bi auty, to her kingdom ! It will ohvioufly occur, 
that Mary, by tlii$ time, when thofe letters mull 
have been in every body's hands, could eafdy have 
procured copies, and made anfwer to them. It is 
not to be doubted but (he mull have got copies 
of them i but, a forgery canaot be dcteAed from 

a copy, 
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a copy, and the infpeftion of the originals had con- 
ftantlybeen refufed her. Whatanfwer then could 
fhe make ? an anfwer, however, fhe did make. 
The bifhop of Rofs, the very fame year 1569, 
publifhed her defence. 

As to the letters, they are afTerted to be forg- 
ed •, and that it was notorioufly known, that per-- 
fons about the queen had often been in the [>ra(SHcc 
of forging letters in her name. They had nei- 
ther date, addrefs, feal, nor fubfcriprion. That, 
as they had only been collated by the queen's ac- 
cufers, tiiere was no proof that they were of her 
hand-writing. *' The perfon (fays .the bifhop) 
*' who was furmifed to be the bearer, (Nicholas 
" Hubert, or French Paris) at the time of his 
" execution, took it upon his death, as he Ihould 
*' anfwer before God, that he never carried any 
'' fuch letter, nor, that the queen was participant, 
*' nor of council in thecaufe." It appears then, 
*' that though the queen was denied a fight oftbi 
original letters, yet, under that difidvantage, fhe 
made a good anfwcn 

There is no mention made of the letters after 
this, until the year 1571, when Buchanan pub- 
lifhed his libel, called '' The detection of the do- 
" ings of Mary," both in Latin and in the Scotch 
dialed. Secretary Cecil immediately took care to 
have it printed in England, that fame year 1571% 
The Latin copy had affixed to it the firft three let- 
ters of Mary, tranflated by Buchanan into that 
language : and the Scotch copy contained eight 
letters and the love verfes. 

In the beginning of the year 1572, at the time 
of the duke of Norfolk's trial, a French tranfla- 
tion of Buchanan*s detection was printed at Lon-» 
don ; to which were fubjoined feven of thefc French 
Jectcrs, ^nd the love fonnets in vcrfe. Tlie title 

page 
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page bears, iliat it was printed " li Edimbourg le 
" 13 dc Fevrieri572, par Thomas Waltamj" but 
there never was a printer in Scothind of that 
name. 

'J'he original letters themfelves, with the filvcr 
box, delivered back to Morton, being long ago 
loll, this French copy of the deteftion, with fevcn 
of the French letters annexed to it, and the love 
fonnet in rhime, has, now for thefe ,two hundred 
years, been looked upon, by all parties, as true 
copies of the originals, and underwent fcvcral edi- 
tions as fuch. 

A late writer, Mr. Walter Goodall, keeper of 
the advocate's library at Edinburgh, who has been 
particularly careful in collefting materials for the 
hilVory of thofe times, a few years ago, publiihed 
a critical examination of the letters : by comparing 
the three different copies of them together, he 
has very ingenioufly fhown, that thofe pretended 
letters, faid to be written in French by queen 
Mary to the earl of Bothwell, mull be ipurious. 
Ilis arguments may be reduced to this propo* 
fit ion. 

I'he letters faid to be written in French by the 
queen, as now extant, have, by all parties, been 
looked upon as true copies of the originals pro- 
duced by Morton, and have, down to this timc^ 
paffed unconteiled as fuch. 

Buchanan, the confident of Murray and Mor- 
ton, who attended them both at York and Lon- 
don, had the letters in his cuftody, and was {q 
much mafter of their contents, that he was em- 
ployed by Murray to Ihow and explain them to 
theEnglilh commillloners at York^ ^nd tranflatcd 
the diree firll of them into Latin. 

If then it can be Jliown, that, in place of tho 
French being tUe originals, the Scotch copies aro 
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the true originals, and that the French are appa- 
rently tranflations from Bucha,nan's Latin, it is 
natural to conclude, that thefe French pretended 
originals are fpurious. This Mr. Goodall has 
done. 

By comparing the letters as they Hand in the 
three different languages, he has, to a demonftra- 
tion, fhown, that, inilead of the Scotch and Latin 
being tranflated from the French originals, thefe 
laft are palpably a verfion from the Latin, and the 
Latin again a verfion from the Scotch : the Scotch 
is apparently original : the thoughts therein are 
cafily and fententioufly turned, and replete with 
phrafes and proverbs peculiar to that language. 
Thefe are fervilely exprefled in the Latin, and 
fometimes erroneoufly ; and, as often as that hap- 
pens, the French always adopts thefe errors of the 
Latin. 

As Mr. Goodairs book is common, it will be 
fufficient to quote two or three examples from the 
firft letter, and refer to his book for the reft, 

I. The Scotch fays proverbially, in letter firft, 
" Thair's na receipt (meaning a prefcription of 
*' phyfic) can ferve againis feir." The Latin has 
*' NuUam adverfus timorem effe medicinam.'* 

And the French is, " Qu'il n'y avoit point dc 
remede contre la crainte." 

'2. Scotch, ** Ze have fair going to fee fcik 
** folk." Another proverbial faying. 

The Latin tranflator has here committed no lefs 
than two blunders -, he miftook the word fair (or 
fore) for fair, and the word feik for fie, (or fuch) 
and has tranflated them both erroneoufly in the 
laft fenfe : 

" Bella hujufmodi hominum vifitatio.** And 
the French copies him thus : " Voyla unc belle vi- 
" fitation de tellcs gens/* 

3. The 
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5. The queen is made to fay, that (he was going 
to ll'ck her rcil till to-morrow, ** quhen, (faySL 
" flic) I fall end my bybill,*' in place of her bylle^ 
(or bill) a word ufcd commonly at that time for 
any fort of writing. 

The tranfcribcr, from the refemblance of the 
two words, made it bybill •, the Latin follows him 
in this abfurility, " Ego eo iit mcam quietem in- 
** veniam incraftiniim, ut tum meabibli^ finiam ;•• 
and the French follows him thus : " Je m'en vay 
•^ pour trouver mon rcpos jufques au Icndcmain, 
" afin queje finiflTeicyma bible/* 

It is unneceflary to trouble the reader with any 
more of thcfe quotations, whereby Mr. Goodall 
fecms to have proved undeniably, that the pre- 
fv-nt French letters, inilead of being the originals^ 
arc, to a demonftration, tranflations from Bucha* 
lun's Latin, and from the Scotch copies of the 
letters. He has been fo fuccefsful in proving his 
point, that Mr. David Hume, and likewife Dr. 
KobcMtfon in the diflcrtation on the murder 
of king Henry Darnlcy, annexed to his hif- 
tory, who both labour to vindicate the authen- 
ticity of the French letters produced by Mur- 
ray and Morton, have been obliged fairly to ac- 
knowledge, that the French letters, now extant, 
arc palpable tranflations from Buchanan*s Latin 
and Scotch copies of thefe letters. 

A concefllon the more remarkable, that it wa» 
nrvtr made before any individual on their fide 
oi' the queftion, the prefcnt French copy being 
alv/ays held to be the original from the year 
>^72, until the- (i;iy that Mr. Goodall publiflied 
l.i> rIctccHon of his pretended original, and ex* 
poll'd the iiiipoHure. 

Mr. 1 lume, and his ingenious friend tlje author 
of tlig DilKrtation, make light of tiiis difcovery of 

Mr. 



MARY Queen of SCOTS- 343 

Mr. Goodall, and endeavour to evade the force of 
it, in the foUowing manner : " The original let- 
" ters," fay they, " arc now loft, and we know 
" nothing of them," I fhall cite the learned dif- 
fertator's words in his anfwer to Mr. Goodall: 
" All this author/* Goodairs, " premifes may be 
^* granted, and yet his conclufions will not follow, 
** unlcfs he likcwife prove, that the French letters, 
•* as we now have them, arc a true copy of thofe 
** which were produced by Murray and his party 
** in the Scots parliament, and at York and Weft- 
** minfter : but this he has not attempted.** 

Mr. Goodall is obliged to the learned doftor 
Robertlon for having done it for him in his Dif-. 
fertation, by fairly acknowledging. That Buchanan 
made his tranflation not from the French, but 
from the Scotch copy.'* 

This feems to carry conviftion in it. The hifto- 
rian here ingenuoufly tells the truth, though, per- 
haps, he was not aware of the confequenccs. 
Had there been any other French letters than the 
prefent, what occafion had Buchanan for the 
Scotch, when he himfelf muft have had pofleflion 
of the originals ? The diflfertator had certainly 
forgot that Buchanan was aftually one of the affift- 
ants appointed to the Scotch commiflioners, and 
entruftcd with the management of the whole pro- 
cefs ; and did, with Lethington, Mackgil, and 
Wood, a lord of the feflion, exhibit the original 
letters, and explain their contents in private to the 
Englilh commiflioners. Buchanan could not have 
loft or miflaid them, bccaufe it is evident, from 
Mr. Anderfon*s account, that thole letters were 
tranflated by Buchanan at London in the time of 
the conferences. 

The point in queftion is. Whether fijch French 
letters ever cxifteJ ? Surely it is a fair conclufion 

to 
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to affert, that if they did not exift with Buchanart 
they did not exift at all ; and, if the Scotch com^ 
miflioners, who were faid to produce them^ never 
Hiw them, no body clfe ever did. It cannot be 
pretended that Buchanan did not underftand the 
French ; he paffed moft of his life in that country, 
and taupjht a fchool there. Indeed, fincc the dif^ 
icrtator has been reduced to deny that the FrencK 
letters before us are true copies of the ori^nals^ 
by all laws of proof and criticifm, it was his bull- 
ncft to produce thefe originals. But how is it 
pofTible to fix men, who, after having, for two 
hundred years, quoted and infifted on thefe letters 
as originals, and have even commended the ele- 
gancy of their compofition, on finding themfelves 
forced to give them up, have now recourfe to 
other kttcrs, which they acknowledge to be loft 5 
and now pretend to fay were never feen, even by 
Buchanan, who was employed by the public to 
prochicc them. 

It was never till this day infinuated by any of 
the parrizans againft queen Mary, that the prefent 
French letters were vitiated tranflations. Not 
even Morton himfelf, nor Buchanan, who lived 
many years after their publication, ever faid {01 
which it was incumbent on them to have done. 
'I'he filence thefore of thofe two perfons, who had 
the originals in their hands, is a clear teftimony to 
the authenticity of the prefent French copy, which 
now Hands in place of the original. 

'I'hat they are vitiated tranflations, was never 
])rctcndcd by any body, till Mr. Goodall, in the 
year 1755, detefted thofe letters, and proved them, 
to a denionllration, to be h. Every body muft 
h.'* i'cnlihle, tliat the conccHion now made, would 
}i vc come with a much Ix-ttcr grace, had it been 
prior to Mr. Goodall's dilcoveiy: it therefore be- 
comes 
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becomes incumbent upon thofc, who difputfe their 
own copies, to produce the originals themfclves. 

Mr. Hume will perhaps tell us again, That it is 
in vain, at this day, to object to the letters -, they 
were regularly and judicially given in, and oueht 
fo have been canvafled at the time. This tev^ 
will difpute with him. Had the queen remained 
fileilt at the time when Murray produced his let- 
ters, this argument would have been coticlufive : 
but, did fhe remain fUent on that occafion f On 
the contrary, (he cried aloud, that her adverfariea 
had produced forged writings againft her : (hi 
prayed in vain, by repeated fupplications, that 
they might be infpefted by her or her friends ^ 
and, at laft, only begged to have copies of them; 
and fhe undertook to prove the forgery. 

What was the refult of all this ? The letters- 
are huddled back in hafte to Murray and Mortgii^ 
and they are fent a packing to Scotland, with their 
evidence. What they did with them after that, 
there is no body, at this day can tell. AU that 
is known concerning them^ is^ that they are 
loft. 

The conclufion to be di*a\Vn from this, is left to 
to every impartial perfon to infer, as he thiiiks 
proper. 

But now, that it is faid the original letters are 
loft, how is it poflible to make good the accufation 
againft the queen ? By copies, it would appean 
Let it be fo. Thofe copies have now been ex- 
amined, and detected to be vitiated, in fuch a 
manner as has extorted an acknowledgment that 
the queen could not have written fuch letters* 

Any body would be perfuaded to think, that ^ 
liere the argument muft naturally conclude in fa- 
vour of the queen^ It is not fo, however. We 
are tokl, that, althpugh the letter? now extant 

Vol. 1L Z cannot 
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( annot be faid to be cither die originals, or copies 
iVom tlic original's, yet they arc trandations from 
tianllations at the third hand. 

" Hie French tranflator of thcfc letters," lays 
the ingenious diflcrtator, " declares that he tranf- 
*' latt'd them from the Latin." He fays, indeed^ 
'I'hat, having no manner of knowledge of the 
Scotch language, he chofc rather to exprefs all 
that he found in the Latin. That this could not 
iomprehcnd all the letters, is evident from hence, 
that there were only three of them put into Latin 
by Buchanan -, and the reft were in Scotch, a lan- 
pjuage which, he fays, he knew nothing of. How 
then got he thcl'e lail ? But wc fhalT (how that 
this was only a blind, in order to difguife him- 
I'elf. Wc Ihall therefore endeavour to drip this 
Knglifli impollor of the French difguife he has 
cholen to cloiik himfelf under : for which purpofe 
It is necellury to trace back the hillory of chofc 
French letters. 

It has been flicwn already, that, in the year 
Ky;7i, Buchanan publilhed his libel, called Dcte^io 
.iVLiri:v, both in tlic Latin and Scotch languages ;' 
to which he fubjoined, in the Latin language, ^ 
rranilation of the three firll French letters, and al) 
the ti{i;ht letters in the Scotch language. 

'I'he vcvy next year, 1572, about the time of 
ilie duke of Norfolk's condemnation, and ^hilesr 
ireaiy was carrying on between Elizabeth and the 
king of l^Yance, it was proper to iniblilh a tranfla- 
rioii into French of the deteftion, with all the let- 
trrs, which, being faiii to be originally written by 
I he queen in French, were ftirely printed vcrbatint 
^om the oriirinals. To fuppofe otherwife, that 
(hel'c letters, printed and publifl-ied along with rho ' 
French tranflation of Buchanan's DetC(!:tio, were 
rawnllaiions^donc into French from the thrco let- 
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ters publiflied by Buchanan in Latin, appears to 
be quite incredible. For thefe letters, after being 
produced both ih Scotland arid England, in the 
years 1567, 1568, 1569, and 157 1, with the 
Well known care dnd iiiduftiy fliowri by Elizabeth 
and fecretary Cecil, in proriiiilgafing every fcaridal 
igainft queqn Mary ; and, for that vciy purpofc, 
iifmg every means to give credit to Buchanan*s 
books, muft have made the French letters, faid to 
be written by Mary, very corhiiion and in every 
body's hands. It is therefore contrary to all hu-' 
fh^ri probability to fuppofe that this French tranf- 
lator of the Deteftion, publifhed in London, or 
"Where you will, could riot procure a copy of the 
French letters theriifelvesi, to annex to his book ; 
but was fo hafd piit to it, that he even tranflatcd 
the letters himfelf into French from thofc in Latin 
publifhed by Buchanan. Ycti iniprobablc as this 
h, let us fUppofe it to be the cafe y ftill it will not 
anfwer. 

This publilher of th^ P^rench dete^ilion has 
dverred. That he had no knowledge of the Scotch 
language, and therefore chofe to exprefs all that 
he found in the I^atin. But Buchanan tranflated 
dnly three of the letters into Latin : from wha^ 
hand, therefore, did this fuppofed Frenchman 
procure the other four letters in French ? For he 
publilhed feveri of them produced by Murray and 
Morton. Will it be faid, that^ ifter finding he 
could not procure copies of all the otigirial French 
letters, ht tranfl^^d the three firft letters from 
Buchanan's Lat^^ffi^n •, arid, for the other four, 
he had recourfij^^lome frrefldly Scotchman, who 
tranflated thefe ihtd Latinj frbm which the French- 
inan tratiflated them again iato French, in thefhape 
they now ftand ? This appears higlily abfurd and 
improbable. 

Z 2 But 
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But even to ni.ikc this ill-contrived tale go 
down, he tells a downright falfhood. He fays that 
;\ll the French letters were tranllatcd into Latin, 
\vo\x\ which language he chofe to tranllatc all that 
he found. From all which it leenis pretty n'idcnt, 
that the afleded difguife and lies ot this impotlor^ 
were contrived to make \is believe, that this book 
was not printed in London. 

But, affcr all this, it may be afked, Wherefore 
all tins rontrivance ■, this ftudied difguife and im- 
polhnv ? No body is at pains to tell lies, or dif- 
j^'uilc the truth, but for fonie cml or other. This 
will not be very hiial to nccount for. 

We have alrciuly dctevrled this publifltcr in a 
l\\o(^ fallhoovl in the title of his book, that it was 
printed at bditiburgh [a I'Alimbourg) byLhoinas 
W.iltam, w!\ere there never was fuch a printer: 
•anvl likiwile in another, in alVcrting that the whole 
icvcn I'lXMKh leKcrs were enticrement traduites en 
Latin. As he has, therefore, lludioully concealed 
the place where his book was pubiilhcd, it is 
o\\\\ \'\\n\\ circunillaiKcs chat this matter can be 
liunid out. 

In ilie year i ;-i, negotiations between the Ln- 
l\\\[h anvl I'reiuh courts were on foot, touching 
liu' duke of Aniou's propofal for marrying queen 
I-li/abeih, Mary liad always a minilter at the 
lYeiuhcnuri, iMliciiinL'; licr rcleafefrom the hands 
<)f l'.li.'abeil\ ; auil, at this very pcriixk her ix'la- 
rion, tlu- iluke of ciuile, by obliging Colligni la 
laiie the famous fje*:c of Poiolicrs, was i\\ the 
heijMu oi* };lory ami power at that court. Ittherc- 
lorr bevanie neeellaiy for F.U/abeth to deteatthofc 
loUliiiatioris o( Mary, by giving plaufible realbns 
for detaininj; in yviiow that princefs; and, above 
all, to expofe hcv ci)nJui to the princes on the 
continent in the blackcll colouis. 

Wich 
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With regard to the Englifli nation, Elizabeth 
liad fufficiendy accompliflied the above mcafure^ 
by publilhing fevcral Englifli editions of Mary*s 
jiettcri, and George Buchanan*s Dcteftion. 

But thefe books were confined to England, 
BeGdes, being in the Latin, and Scotch or Englifli 
languages, in order to anfwer the prcfent pur^ 
pofe of diffufing the libel againft Mary through 
Europe, it became neccfTary to have it tranflated 
into the French language, then more generally 
underftood upon the continent Another acci* 
dent, which fell out about; the fame time, con- 
curred to promote this defign. 

The duke of Norfolk having renewed his pro- 
pofals of marriage to queen Mary, and joined with 
her in foUiciting the king of Spain to reftore her to 
her own dominions, that whole affair was difco- 
vered: the duke was brought tojiis trial, and 
condemned for high-treafon, on the twelfth of 
January, 1572. But, as that nobleman was ex- 
tremely beloved by all ranks in the kingdom, and 
had great connexions abroad, it was thought pro* 
per to refpite his execution till May thereafter ; 
and, in the interim, to pave the way by fliowing 
the expediency of it, from his connexions with 
Mary, that dangerous rival ! and, likewife, to ex- 
pofe that queen, particularly to the court of 
France, at a time when the treaty between El^za-^ 
beth and Charles was in agitation. 

The inftrqftions given by Elizabeth to her mi- 
;iift:er at the court of France, are in thefe words : 
'* It were not amifs to have divers of Buchanan's 
" little Latin books to prefent, if need were, 
** to the king, as from yourfelf, and to fome of 
'^ the other noblemen of his council, for they wilj 
'^ ferve fg good effeft to difgrace hen" 

Z 3 To 
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To anfwcr thcfe purpofes, the French tranflation 
of Buchanan's Dcteftion, wiih the letters fub; 
joined^ fccnis to have been made. Had it been 
only calculated for the meri.lian of France, and to 
t'xpolc queen Mary, no iiuiie was ncxefTiiiy to be 
prnucd than only the Ficnch Deteflion, wich the 
original letters. But \vli:it plainly fliows that this 
book was niaiiifeftly defigiied to iervc another 
turn, as well in I^ngland as abroad, is the book 
itfelf : thcr^ Is annexed to it a treatife, entitle4 
"* Soinpiaire de confpiratiuns f^Ites par la royne 
*' d^Kioflccoinro la perlonne et Teiatde la roync 
*' d'Anr^letcrre.'* 'J'his treatife is no other than ^ 
libel agaiiifl the duke of Norfolk and Mary, and, 
by its date on the lart l^af, appears to have hcvi\ 
finidied on the thirteenth of February, 1572, jull 
a month after the duke's coudeiTination. 

There is likewil'c anotlier piece of eviilence, 
v/Iiiih feems to put the matter out of all doubt, 
that I his book was printed at London. 

In ilie above treatile, or Sommaire, mentioning 
j^'*rli)ns who had been condimned and executed for 
irealbn, inlligated, as is alledged, by Mary; it is 
faid, " Fjitrc lefquelles au commencement de 
*• cettc anne 1572, etoit unne Angloi nommc 
•* Matlier*-— avec un autre nomme Barn." 

'I'hefc n]cn we know for cetain were executed 
a* London on the eleventli of February, i372| 
and the I-nf,k was finiflied at the printing- houfe, 
*^ Achevee d' inipriiue le 1 :j." of February that 
jrar. Il is iiupolfihle, therefore, that a book, 
nriiuetl any wliere elfe than in London, of that 
dare, could give an account of executions which 
Jiappened theic only two jjays before. 

Tlieie is one way to evade the force of this lad 
evidence, by layinj^, that, as the place of printing 

i5 
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IS nJifguifed, the date may be fo too. Many rea- 
fons may be afligned for not avowedly printing, in , 
London, fo inflammatory a libel agairift the firit 
and greateft peer of the realm, ^ man in fuch ge- 
neral eflimation as the duke of Norfolk then was, 
and at fo critical a time, as wlien he lay under con?, 
demnation. But, wherever the hook may have 
been priiited, no reafoa can be framed for ima- 
gining the date to be my other than what it now 
bears. 

We have already Hated and obviated one general 
obfervation of Mr. Goodall's, that, as the place of 
printing this French edition is fiftitious, the date 
may be fo too. To prove that it was printed in 
France, he has produced the teftimony of two 
French writers. The firft is Blackwood, who fays, 

* Buchanan a depuis adjoufte acefte declamation 
' un petit libelle du pretertdu mariage du due de 

* Norfolk, et de la facon de fon proces, et le tout 
' envoye aux freres a la Rochelle, lefquels voyants 
' quil pouvoit lervir a la caufe, Tont traduit en 
' Francois, et iceluy fut imprimee a Edimbourg, 

* c'efladire, a la Rochelle, par Thomas Waltam, 
' nom apofte et fait a plaifir." 

The other teftimony is the author of Llnno- 
cence de Marie, who fays, the Detei^tion *' premi- 
'^ erement compofe par George Buchanan, et de- 
** puis traduit en langue Franfoife par un hugue- 
" not, Poitevin Camuz." The difflbrtator Ihould 
have taken in the whole account which this laft 
author gives of the hiftory of this deteftion ^ 
which defeft We (hall endeavour to fupply : " Li- 
** belles diffamatoires, efpars et publiez par tout: . 
" nemmcment un, imprime du 17. Feburier, 
*^ 1572, envoye fecrettement, et a cachette expofe 
" par la France, contre celle Royne d'Ecoffe, & le . 
'^ due fuf-nomme, loFfi que le roy trcf-chreftien^ 

Z ^ ' " jjcfjuher 
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*' tivfclicr frcMT, & ancicn alie de ccflc prince/lb 
*' captivr, t-llolt fur Ic truilc d'lin liguc avcc U 
♦' royiv d'Anjjjlctcnc.** 

'J his hill icUimonjr fccms to bf diirftly againd 
th(! flifllitalor. The author fays, iinlcrd, ihat ihc 
] .aiiii Dcirdion of Huchanan was cran fluted into 
iMcnch by one Camuz. Nobody will dilpute that 
it was fo; but it fays nothing ol the place where 
it was primed. On the other hajid, by the wonls 
*' Jsnvoye fecrctternent, et expofc par la Fraqec," 
it is phiin, that, accorcllng to this author, it was 
nor printed iliere, but was fent thither afterwards, 
and difpeifed through dial kingdom from its lurk- 
ing hok-s. lilackwood, indeed, on account of the 
dil(;uifed tillr, conjetflures that it was printed by 
the f lugtjenois at Kothelle to ferve their caufe, 

1 his hbel ngainR the duke of Norfolk, a/ealou^ 
proteftant, couki no way feive the caulc of the 
Fi enrh I luguenotfi ? 1 lowever, the diflfertator hav 
fuinifhed two very good evidences of his own 
f hulin^;, to nfcertain a fad which is very material 
in t[ii'J enquiry. 'I'hi^ fad is, that Buchanan, 
who was the orifnn.il ;iuilior of the Dcte^tio Ma-» 
ri.r, and tunn:ittci the fame into the Scotch Ian-: 
gnage, with tlie addition of the letters and vcrfcs, 
for the benefit of the two kingdon)s of Scotland 
and Kngland, had likewile a Ihare in this French 
edition, whether priiutd in I -ondon, orfcnttohiil 
brethren at Rochelk. 

Since, tlurefore, tj\e ingenious diflertator ha( 
produced thole two wittiefles, " whofe tcllimo- 
" nie.s," to ulc his own^word.s, " mu(l outweigh a 
" lliglit Loniedure," they (l^ould by no means bo 
rejected. C^ne thing he miiil allow, however, 
rh.at their tellinionics iriay be taken as they (l^nd. 
Without retivnching any pari ol' iliem. 
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That beihg granted, the next thing to be confi- 
dered, is, Whether the authorities already recited 
prove, that the French edition of the Dctcdtion 
and letters, was printed in London ? Or, e con- 
tra, That the declarations of the French witnefles 
preponderate, and prove them to have beert 
printed in France ? 

But this author affures us, that the teftimony of 
thofe Frenchmen outweighs all conjefture. They 
muft therefore be relied upon ; and they, at leall; 
Blackwood fays it, were tranflated and printed at 
Rochelle. If that is the cafe, who furniflied them 
with the materials for this tranflation? 

The fame Blackwood fays exprefly, That Bu- 
chanan fent the whole to his brethren at Rochelle. 
Now, if Buchanan fent the whole, as Blackwood 
affirms, he certainly would fend a faithful copy of 
Ithe original French letters, which all the world, 
knows him. to have been pofiefled of. 

In either cafe, therefore, whether thofe French 
Jetters be allowed to have been printed at Lon- 
don, or in France, there is clear evidence, that 
the publifher muft have printed" them from the 
priginais. If in London, there they were in every 
body's hands ; and Cecil, Elizabeth's fecretary, 
muft have managed the affair^ If in France the 
learned diflertator has proved, that Buchanan fent 

them over to his friends at Rochelle. Had 

pur ingenious author attended to thefe circum- 
ftances, he would certainly have faved his labour., 
\n adducing his French witnefles to prove a very 
material fadt, which overturns his whole hypo-r 
thfrfis. 

This gentleman made ufe of another argument 
to prove his favourite point, of the French letter^ 
being only tranflatiQns. 

In 
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" In tlie Scotch trannaiion," fay« he, " there 
«* wiis prrlixcd to each Inter two or three ientencesr 
*' of the orin;in;il French, which breaking off with 
•* rtn Kc. the Scotch tirtnllalion of the whole fol- 

** lowetl. The iMcncheilitor/* continues he, 

** oblcrvinp this, fboliflilyconchuletl, that the let- 
** tcrs h.nl been written partly in French, partly in 
" Scotch." 

In anlwer to this, we have ahrady fliown, that 
nothing, can betmuuleil on what this French editor, 
or Vnplilhninn rather in a French drels Tays, with 
a plain dc(i{.;n to inipole on ns. Hut, to imagine 
that he wa«j either ignorant or tbolidi in this afVair* 
will not ealily p.HV 

Next, our autlior endeavours to filpport this 
arfj;unicnt of his, by Ihowing, that, on comparing 
thole Tew I''rench lentenccs on the head of the let- 
let s, with thole narts of the F'rench letters that fol- 
low ihcrn, it will plainly appear, that the fentenccs 
by the fpirit and elegance in ihem, are the only 
renunnini; parts of thcoriyrinal French, as written 
by the c]iiren ; and what foUows them, arc only 
Irrvilc iranllations tVom the Latin verllon of Bu- 
chanan. To prove this, our learned author gives 
fume few rx.un|des. For inllancc : 

*' The lenieme," I'.iys he, ** in the hcRinning of 
*' the Inll leitcr, has ihele words : Veu quecepcu; 
** vMi mips fans caun.- -The l.iuin is, Cum plane 
** perindi' cllcni aique corpus line conic." 

*' I lu'ic is alj)intand elegance in the French," 
Uys our author, ** which is not in the Latin." 
1 low lar I lie remaik is jull, or not, is fcarcc worth 
while lo cotmoveit. If tl^ere is cither fpirit op 
€ Je/\ance in ilu' lentence, it obvioUlly lies in the 
iju»uj.;ht, not iti the words or exprcifion j in the' 
fwuiihclis oi' '^ a bovly without a heart/* which 
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fcems to be as happily exprefled by corpus fine 
(corde, as by corps fans cceur ; whence it is diffi; 
cult to fay which is mod original. 

But, it mull be acknowledged, that in One or 
two inftanccs, which he gives from thefe fentenccs, 
there feems to be a happier turn of phrafe than in 
the Latin. But flill this only (hows, what every 
man of reading muft daily have obferved, that the 
moft wretched and dull tranflation, in fome parti- 
cular fentcnces fcattered through it, may even fur- 
pafs the original in the ti^rn of a phrafe, which may 
be more owing to the language, than to the tran- 
flator's merit. And the truth of this propofition 
may even be fhown from the parts of thofe very 
French letters, which our authpr allows to be pal- 
pable tranQations. A few examples may not be 
vmacceptable to the reader. 

" Vint a moy un gentilhomnie envoye par le 
** conte de Lenos.- ' The Latin exprefles it thus : 
*•' Homo honefto loco natus a comite Leviniae ad 
*' me venit.** 

Letter I. The queen is made to fay, ** I fee 
*' na uther gentilman bot thay of my company/* 

" Je ne voy aucuns de la noblefle outre ceux de 
V ma fuite." 

^' Nullos prasterea nobiles video prseier meos 
" cbmites.'* 

Letter I. The king, in excufing Jiimfelf, is 
ipade to fay, ** I am young/* 

." Je fuis jcune." 

'' Ego fum adolefcens.** — How like a fchool- 
boy is this expreflfed in the Latin! which, by the 
bye, does not convey the meaning of the fentence, 
which more properly might have been rendered 
tjius : 'f A4hucjuvei)is ium.'* 

It 
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It will be ivadiljr granted, by every man of 
Jcarnin}^, that, in the above inllanccs, there is a 
much caficr turn of phrale in the French tranfla- 
lion, than in the Latin ; which proves no more 
than what is ikid above, that, in Ibme fcattercd 
fcntrncos, a poor and low tranflation may express 
tl\«.' ihouphr better than the original. Mr. Good- 
iilrs critical obfervations on the letters, are, how« 
ever, q\iite of another fort: he has fliown, by 
many inllanccs, that the Scotch are the real origi- 
nals-, that, in tranfcribing them, fome errors. 
Inch as byblc for bylle, have bt-cn made which have 
been followed by the Latin tranflator, who makes 
ii bihiia, and the French, faid to be the original of 
all, follows the error of the Latin, and tranfiates it 
bible. 

In the fame manner, the Scotch word irkit 
(\. i\ weary) ha^ been crroneoufly, from its fimi- 
lariiy, read nakii, tranflateil nudata in the Latin, 
and by the French nue after the I«atin, tho' 
it makes tlie fentence apparently nonlcnfe. But 
it is unnccrllary to add any tiling farther on this 
fubicvll ; fince both our author, and Mr. David 
Hume, the other combatant for the authenticity 
of the K'lrers, do plainly acknowledge, that Mr. 
.(jo()(I:!ll has proved the prefent French letters to 
be dir(\*-i: iranflatinns from the Latin. 

llvvic remains one argument more to anfwer, 
whicli is ufcd by Mr. Hume: The prefent French 
Icin r^, he ac knowledj^es, are profcflcdiy done 
from fhe La»"n; no body can difpute, that the 
i.<.atin is a tranllation from the Scotch. 

*' Hur, Mays Mr. llumi' it appears, that the 
*■' Scotcli iili'iris only a tranllation from fome other 
** i'lvnch original, which we have now loll.*' 
What a llraiige procels have we here? all to (how, 
that the indiliJiier of the prelent French letters 
f ould not, for his heart, |)rocur(; lb much as 4 

cppy 
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copy of the original French letters to print with 
hi& book, although thefe pretended originals muft 
have been in every body's hand at that time; 
and therefore, to fupply that defeft, he traflflated 
his French letters from the Latin, whicli was a 
tranflation from the Scotch, which laft was a tran- 
flation from a certain French original •, which, ac- 
cording to this hypothefis of Mr. Hume, is loft, 
and we know nothing about it. 

Mr. Hume's proof of all this, namely, that the 
Scotch is not the original, as Mr. Goodall affirms, 
is, becaufe this Scotch copy of the letters, fays he, 
abounds with Gallicifms, and French words : fuch 
is '* Make fault, faire dcs fautes ; — make it 
*^ feem that I believe, faire femblant de le croire ; 
" — this is my firft journay, c'cft ma premiers 
"journee, &c." 

From thefe inftances he infers, in a very de- 
cifive manner, that the Scotch letters are not ori- 
ginals, but tranflations from a Ivfench original. 

The anfwer to this is, that any perfon, convef- 
fant i^ith the language and writings in queen Ma- 
ry's time, and even after that period, will fee, 
that from the long and continued intercourfe and 
connexion between the Scotch and French nations 
at that time, the Scotch language abounded with 
Gallicifms, and even with French words ; fome of 
which, though now almoft worn out in our writ- 
ings, yet remain to this day in our language, ef- 
pecially among the vulgar, 

Mr. Hume hirnfelf, and every other Scotch- 
man, knows well what the vulgar mean by giving 
abonaillie, boneallee^ or departing pint ; alfo, in 
the fame fenfe, giving one's toy. — To give a ben- 
nifon, or blcfling, is ftill a vulgar phrale ; and the 
beggar's bennifon, which gives title to a Very nu- 
merous fociety in Scotland, is nnivcrfally known/ 

Old 
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OKI people Hill j'.ivr rhr name of montrc to i 
waich ; and a jarilcloii, or /'/.ir {\c IVaii, Is pretty 
well l^nowii in luliMl)iirf{h^ rvcn ;it tills vcr/ 
ilay. 

The writim;^ of iluAr rimrs fiirnifli other cx^- 
ainph-';: In rlic rarU of I Iiintlcy anil Argylc!> 
(MJ)irltation, I xthinf^r»)n fays, " 'l\ik you n;i rare, 
" \vr lal fynd an riioycri to make lirr (piir of him.'* 
-- (^ucrii Mary, in anlwrr lo Murray ami Mor- 
Ton's at J Illation af;iin(V lirr, fays, " They have 
^* nuMcliantlir It Jandnit her.*' 

Si-( rerary l*rthin{;ion, confrffrdly ihr bed 
Sronli wiiirrof that tinir, in his Inter to CeriU 
flic I''n|'Jilli li'crctary, iiltrs the word appiiy, tot 
Inpport. 

Sir janir*. MrlviPs Mnnoirs, pupc 184, " ()- 
*' ilinsor the linrll of ilu in prrliiadnl the regent.*^ 
liV ilir woid fnirll, in ihr. phur, h meant the 
moll luUtIr, tiinninj.^, or pciniraiin/^ {jjrnius, front 
till* Imtiu h words lin and liner, a ( unning or fulv 
tir man; a word nor Lnown or iilrd, either in 
wiitinj'.or lornnion Iprci li, at this diiy. 

In fhr vriy nrxf |Mj',r of Mrlvil : •* lie defirecl 
" ihc adulation to he rrndrrcd up to him again. 
And Ircrriary CVcil nli-. this phrafe, " Andbc- 
'^ ( ;i\ilr it was bniiiitl, j. e. runloiitcd/' fiec 

!':'"♦• ■' r:, 

1 In Ir arr a few of many Innanres that eafily 
OMiii, wine h njay hf l\iHi( irnt tolliow Mr. Hume, 
(h.ii ( i.dln ilm'. and Iicndi wotils abounded in thc^ 
l:iM«Mi:t;'r ■. ;nid alio in the orij'.inal Scotch wiitin(Vi 
i^tliolt* d:iy , a", wnll.r. in tIic Icttris he mcniionv. 
W'licinr tiir- Ifilririur \\r is plralrd to make, that 
[l.r V.«it( li Irirci'. aic, lor that rraliui, no orifji- 
iial., hut ttaiill.itioip. tiiirn lofur rjlli'/r I'Vcnch ori« 
i»";ii-iL, ni^il* tull \{j ill'.- j^roujiil. 

But 
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i5ut further, there appears in the Scotch copjr 
of the letters, a fpirit, and fo happy a turn of 
plirafe, altogether peculiar to that language, and 
io very different from the languor, baldneft of ex- 
preffion, and fervility of both the French'and La- 
tin copies, that plainly denotes the firft to be al- 
together original in every fenfe. This will abun- 
dantly appear from a few phrafes of the firft letter 
only. 

" A gentleman of the earl of Lennox came and 
" made his commendatiouns to me." This phrafc 
is ftill ufed in the Scotch language, to fignify, he 
prefented his compliments. 

" This fpeech was of his awin head, without 
" ony commiffion.*' 

" There is na receipt can fcrve againis fejr," — 
A proverb. 

*' He hes ever the teir in his eye.'* 

" Fals race — they hae bene at fchullis togid- 
*'der." 

*' He hes almaift flane me with his braith." 

" Ye have fair going to fee fick folk.' 

*' He gave me a check in the quick.' 

*' Excufe that thing that is fcriblit." 



9> 



Thefe few examples of proverbial fentences and 
phrafes, peculiar to the Scotch language, and to 
which the French have nothing fimilar in their 
language, are fufficient to fhow, that this Scotch 
copy of the letters, is not only the original of the 
three copies of the letters ftill extant, but like*- 
wife, that it is not a tranflation at all, but a true 
oHginal in every fenfe. 

Both- Mr. Hume»-and the dijffcrtator have fairly 
acknowledged, that this Scotch is the original ot 
tlfe three copies extant of thefe letters. If, not- 

wiih- 
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withftanding, Mr. Hume will dill maintain, that 
this Scotch copy may, for all this, be a tranflation 
from fome other French original^ that original 
ihould be produced, or, at leaft, it (hpuld be made 
appear, that there has exifted other French let-* 
ters befides the prefent copy ; and how this othc^ 
fuppofed original came to be loft, after being in 
every body's hands, both in Scotland and £n^^ 
land, other wife his bare afTertion muft go for nor- 
thing. 

The learned Dr. Robertfon, in the* diflertation 
annexed to his hiftory, having, on his part, made- 
a very accurate examination of the letters v from. 
thence he concludes, both from the external and 
internal circumflances attending them,that they are 
genuine : it Is but juftice, therefore, to exhibit 
to the reader an abftraft of that gentleman's ob- 
fcrvations. 

The external proofs of the genuinenefs of 
Mary's letters, (fays the differtator) are, 

t. Murray, and his adherents, affirmed^ tipoii 
their word and honour, that the letters were writ- 
ten with the queen's own hand. 

2. The letters were produced in the regent's 
parliament, and are mentioned in the a£t againft 
Mary, as tl:te chief argument of her guilt. 

5. They were Ihown privately to the dttke of 
Norfolk, earl of Suffex, and fir Ralph Saddler^ 
FJizabcth's commiffioncrs at York, wno confider-' 
cd them as genuine. 

4. They were, by Elizabeth and her minifters* 
believed to be genuine: they laid them before the . 
Knglifh council, who, on comparing them with 
Other letters of Mary, bciievcd them to be gc- 
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5. The carl of Lennox and his lady believed 
Mary guilty of the murder. 

# 

Next with regard to the internal proof of the 
genuinenefs of thefe letters, we may (fays Df. 
Robertfon) obferve : 

" I. That, whenever a paper is forged with a 
" particular intention, the eagernefs of the forger, 
" to eftablilh the point in view, his foUicitude to 
*' cut off all doubts and cavils, and to avoid ar>y 
" appearance of uncertainty, always prompts him 
" to ufe expreflions the moft explicit, and full to 
*' his purpofe. 

" Thepaffages.foifted into ancient authors, by 
*' heretics in different ages ; the legendary mira- 
*' cles of the Romifh faints i the fuppofitious 
*' deeds in their own favour, produced by monaf- 
*' teries ; the falfe charters of homage, mentioned 
** vol. i. p. 1 1 . are fo many proofs of this affertion. 
*' No maxim feems to be more certain than this, 
*' that a forger is often apt to prove too much, 
*' but feldom falls into the error of proving too 
*' little. 

" The point which the queen's enemies had to 
•* eftablifli, was. That as the earl of Both well was 
** the chief executor of the horrible and unworthy 
" murder perpetrated, &c. fo was (he of the fore- 
** knowledge, counfel, device, perfuader, and 
*' commander of the fdd murder to be done." 
Good. vol. ii. p. 207. 

" But of ihis there are only imperfect hints, 
** obfcure intimations, and dark expreflions in the 
" letters ; which, however convincing evidences 
*' they might furnifh, if found in real letters, bear 
" no refemblance to that glare and fuperfluity of 
*' evidences which forgeries commonly contain. 
*^ All the advocates for Mary^s innoceocC) in her 

Vol, II. A a " own 
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" own age, contend that there is nothing in the 
" letters which can fcrve as a proof of her guilt. 
" Lcflcy, Blackwood, Turner, &c. abound with 
" paflages to this piirpofc -, nor are the fentimcnts 
** of thofe in the prcicnt age different. 

" Yet ftill it might have been expcfted (fays her 
** latcft defender) that fome one or other of the 
" points or articles of the accufation (hould be 
" made out clearly by the proof But nothing of 
" that is to be fcen in the prefent cafe. There is 
" nothing in tlie letters that could plainly fhow 
*' the writer to have been in the fore-knowledge, 
•' counfcl, or device of any murder, far. lefs Co 
" liave pcrfuaded or commanded it •, and, as little 
" is there about maintaining or juftifying any 
" murderers." Good. vol. i.* p. 76. 

" How ill advifed were Mary's adverfaries to 
" contraft fbmuch guilt, and to praftife fomany 
" artifices in order to forge letters, which are lo 
" ill contrived for eftablifhing the conclufion they 
" had in view ? Had they been fo bafe as to have 
*' had rccourle to forgery, is it not natural to 
*' tliink, that they would have produced {ottit" 
*' thing more explicit and decifive. 

" 2. As it is almoll impoflible to invent a lon{ 
** narration, confiding of many circumftances, ant 
*' to c()nnc(^t ir, in fuch a manner, with real fa^ts, 
" that no mark of fraud fhall appear ; for this rca^ 
*' foil fkili'ul forgers avoid any long detail of cir- 
*' cunilbuices, ci'pccially of foreign and fuperflu- 
*' ous ones, well knowing, that the more thcfc 
" are nnihipUcd, the more are the chances of de- 
** tcclion incrcalcd. Now Mary's letters, clpc- 
" cially the lirll, are filled with a multiplicity of 
*' circLimllancos, extremely natural in a real cor- 
" r/fpondence, but altogether foreign to the jSur- 
*' pole of the queen's enemies, and which it would 

•• have 
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*' have been perfeft folly to have inferted, if they 
** had been altogether imaginary, and without 
" foundation. 

"3. The truth and reality of feveral circum- 
*' fiances in the letters, and thefe too of no very 
^' public nature, are confirmed by undoubted col- 
*' lateral evidence. Letter I. Good. vol. ii. p. i. 
** The queen is faid to have met one of Len- 
" nox*s gentlemen, and to have fome converfa- 
" tion with him. Thomas Crawford, who was 
" the perfon, appeared before Elizabeth's com- 
" miflioners and confirmed, upon oath, the truth 
*' of this circumflance. He likewife declared, that 
" during the queen's ftay at Glafgow, the king 
*' repeated to him, every night, whatever had 
^'pafTed, through the day, betwixt her majefly 
^* and him, and that the account given of thefe 
" converfations in the firft letter, is merely the 
" fame with what the king communicated to him. 
Good. vol. ii. p. 245. 

" According to the fame letter, there was much 
* ' difcourfe between the king and queen concern- 
*' ing Mynto, Hiegait, and Walcar.*' Good. vol. 
ii. p. 8. 10, II. 

" What this might be, was altogether unknown, 
** till a letter of Mary's, prefer ved in the Scotch 
" college at Paris, and publifhed by Keith, pref. 
** p. vii. difcovered it Jto be an affair of fo much 
*' importance, as merited all the attention fhc 
*' paid to it at that time. It appears, by a letter 
" from the French embafTador, that Mary was 
" fubjeft to a violent pain in her fide," Keith, ibid. 

*' This circumflance is mentioned, Let. IL 
*' p. 30. in a manner fo natural, as can fcarce be- 
" long to any but a genuine produdion." 

" 4. If we fhall ftill think it probable to fup- 
" pofe, that fo many real circumftanccs were art- 

A a 2 « fully 
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** fully introduced into the letters by the foi^gery, 
** in order to give an air of authenticity to their 
•* produftion -, it will fcarcc be poflible to hold the 
•* fame opinion concerning the following parti- 
>* cular. Before the queen began her firft letter 
*' to Bothwell, fhe, as is ufual atnong thole who 
^^ write long letters concerning a variety of fub- 
*' je6ls, made notes, or memorandums rf the par- 
*^ ticulars ihe wiflied to remember ; but, as ihe 
^' fat up writing during a great part of the night> 
*' and after her attendants were afleep, her paper 
" failed her, and fhe continued her letter upon the 
*' fame (hect on which Ihe had formerly made hcf 
*• memorandums. This ihe herfelf takes notice - 
*' of, and makes an apology for it : * It is late ; I 
** dcfirc never to ceale from writing unto you, yccz 
^^ now after the kifTing of your hands, I will enf 
*' my letter. Excufe my evil writing, and read it 
^^ twice over. Excufe that thing that is fcriblit; 
«' for 1 had na paper zcfterday, when I wrait that 
** of the Memorial." Good. vol. it. p. 28. 

" Thefc memorandiims ftill appear in the mid- 
^^ die of the letter ; and, what we have faid feems 
*' naturally to account for the manner how thcv 
" might find their way into a real letter. It i& 
*' I'carceto he fuppofcd, however, that any forger 
^' would think of placing memorandums in the 
*' middle of a letter, where, at firft fight, they 
^^ make fo abfurd and fo unnatural an appear- 
" anc e. Hut, if any fliall Hill carry their refine- 
" rncntfb far, as to fuppofe that the forgers were 
" lo artful as to throw in this circumllance, in 
*' order to prcfcrve the appearance of gemiinen'cfs> 
*' tlicy mu(t at Icalt allow, that the queen's ene- 
*' mics, who employed thi-fe forgers, could not be 
" ij[^,norant of the defign and meaning of thefc 
^' Ihort notes and memorandums ^ but, we gnd 

- .. . •' thcr» 



Jii 



MARY Queen of S C O T S. 265 

'^ them miftaking them {o far, as to imagine, that 
^' they were the creditof the bearer,i. e. points con- 
*' cerning which the queen had given verbal in- 
" ftruftions/* Good, vol.ii. p. 152. 

*' This they cannot poflibly be ; for the queen 
*' herfclf writes with fo much cxadtncfs concerning 
" the different points in the nriemorandums, that 
" there was no need of giving any credit or inftruc- 
" tions to the bearer concerning them. The me- 
** morandums are indeedthe con tents of the letter.*' 
*' 5. Mary, mentioning her converfations with 
" the king about the affair of Mynto, Hiegait, &c. 
fays, ' The morne [i. e. to-morrow] I will Ipeak 
him upon that-,* and then adds, As to the reft 
" of Willie Heigait's, he confeffit it ; but it 
*' was the morne, [i. e. the morning] cfter my cum- 
*' ming or he did it.** Good. vol. ii. p. 9. 

" This addition, which could not have been 
>' made till after the converfation happened, feems 
•*' either to have been infcrted by the queen into 
** the body of the letter, or, perhaps, Ihe having 
" written it on the margin, it was taken thence in- 
'' to the text. If we fuppofe the letter to be a real 
*' one, and written at different times, as it plainly 
" bears, this circumftance appears to be very na- 
•** tufal; but no reafon could have induced a for- 
*' ger to have ventured upon fuch an anachronifm, 
^' for which there was no neccfCty." 

Such are the arguments ufed by the diflertator 
in fupport of the genuinenefs of the letters ; to 
which the following objeftions may be made: 
and iirfl, with refpeft to what the diflertator calls 
" his external proof, all his arguments may be 
thus ftiortly anfwered. 

That Murray, Morton, and their party, the 
queen's accuicrs, produced certain letters in their 

A a 3 fecret 
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fecret council andparlianient,and afterwards in Eng* 
land before queen Elizabeth and her council, andaf- 
ferted them to be genuine, is univerfally known. And 
likewife it muft be remembered, that the exhibition 
and collation of thofe letters, was made entirely 
by the accufers themfclves : and that, upon Mary*s 
afferting them to be a forgery, and, with the ut- 
moft follicitude, fupplicating for an infpeAion of 
the letters themfclves, from which fhe offered to 
prove the forgery •, or, at leaft, to have copies of 
them delivered to her •, that this requeft was rc- 
fufed : and, to flop all further queftions, that thofe 
gentlemen, Murray, Morton, and their other af- 
fociates, were direftly fent to Scotland with their 
box and letters, which never afterwards faw the 
light. The internal proofs of the authenticity of 
the letters come next under confideration. 

I . That the eagernefs of a forger would have 
naturally hurried him on to make the letters quite 
explicit, with regard to Mary's accefHon to the 
king's murder, of which only dark hints are given 
in the letters : whence Lefly, and others of the 
queen's friends, have inferred, that the letters arc 
no proof of the crimes alledged againft her, 

It is an(wered, that the obfervation may hold 
good in fomc cafes ; and, if the letters ii) quef- 
tion had been the manufacture of one fingle pcr- 
fon, it is very poflible he might have run into the 
fame extreme. But let it be confidered, who arc 
the fuppofed aftors in this fcene, Murray, Morton, 
fecretary Lethington, and George Buchanan, a 
junto-, which it will be difficult to parallel in any 
nation, or at any time together. Can rafhnefs, or 
want of capacity, be imputed to luch a knot of 
politicians ? Yet let it be fuppoled that even they 
might err, one inftance has been already produced, 

where. 
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where, in all probability, the compilers of the 
letters did err, and were hurried on by this eager- 
nefs, fo common to forgers, to wit, in making 
thefe letters, at their very firft appearance in the 
fecret council, bear the queen's fubfcription, 
which, upon cool refleftion, to fuch " foul and 
" abominable matter, to be either thought of or 
" written by a prince,*' would render the whole 
fufpicious : they therefore wifely ftifled their firft 
production, almoft in its birth, and, in every after 
appearance of this fuppofitious foundling, they 
chofe to exhibit him anonymous. 

In this they well enough forefaw there could be 
no danger: they knew that the contents of the 
letters, with their account of the way by which 
they came into their poffeflion, lame as it was, 
would anfwer all the purpofes they intended before 
fo well difpofed a judge as Elizabeth. 

It flievvs no great impartiality in the differtator, 
to ufe an argument from the mouths of queen 
Mary's friends againft herfelf, as if they had pleaded 
that the letters were not conclufive. It is inipofli- 
ble, that the moft innocent of mortals, could 
treat any indignity offered them, with greater de- 
tcrtation and refentment, than the queen herfelf 
has done Murray's accufation, in all her letters to 
Elizabeth, and her own commiffioners, laid before 
the Englifh council. What other than a confci- 
oufnefs of her own innocence, and the moft fenli- 
ble feelings of the indignity done to her charader, 
could have made this princefs, a fovereign and 
crowned head, infift to be brought perfonally her- 
felf, in prefence of queen Elizabeth, her nobility, 
and foreign minifters ? What was in the power 
of innocence and invention to do more, to wipe 
ofT'ib foul a ftain ^ She has, at the fame time, in 
the ftrongeft language, afferted the letters to be 
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forged by Murray and his inftruments, and that 
fi)e would prove the fame; 

Eloquent as her two recent antagonifts are, they 
will hardly undertake to deny any imputation in 
jnore expreffive terms, than bifliop Lefly has made 
yfe of in defence of the queen, in his anfwer to 
Murray's accufati.on and pretended proofs. If, at 
the fame time, his zeal makes him throw out 
fome weak arguments in defence of his miftrcfs, 
furely her caule cannot I'ufFer upon that account. 

Second and third arguments, That the contents 
of the letters are natural; and the truth of the cir- 
cumflanccs mentioned therein, proved by other 
collateral cvidt- nee. 

In anlwcr to this, Let us confider the plan that 
the fuppofed manuflifturers of the letters muft nc- 
cefTarily have followed in their work. They were 
to wiitc letters, as from the queen at Glafgow to 
her ]-aiamour, Bothwel', in Edmburgh ; which, 
by certain parages in them,' fhould indicate a cri- 
minal correfpondencc between the queen and Both- 
well •, and thefe to be interwoven with certain other 
incidents, relating to herfclf and other pcrfons ; 
and occurrences that really happened while the 
queen was at Glafgow. 

The firft thing to be done in profccution of this 
plan, muil: furely have been to get good informa- 
tion of the queen's fituation at that time*, of what 
pcrfons were about her, and what occurrences then 
happened in her prcfence. For compafling all 
this, they could be under no difficulty. Murray, 
Morton, and l.ethington, were ail of them, at 
that time, in the queen's confidence : Lethington 
was iier fecretary : none of tiiem, therefore, could 
be ignorant, that l"he, at that time, was troubled 
with a pain in her fide. Befidcs, as tb.e earl of 
Lennox's people were then m the houfe about the 

king's 
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king's perfon, particularly Thomas Crawford, the 
perfon mentioned in the firft letter, they mufl: 
eafily have known every thing that happened to , 
the queen, or in her company, at Glafgow, onl;^ a 
few months before. 

This Crawford was brought before the Engliih 
commiflioners, as a witnefs for the truth of fome 
of thefe circumftances mentioned in the letters, 
which probably were all very true, as no doubt 
his declaration alfo was ; and yet can be no evi- 
dence that the letters were not forged. For, is it 
to be doubted, that this Crawford, who was fent 
by the earl of Lennox as a fpy upon ' the queen, 
during her flay with the king at Glafgow, (and 
who declared, that the king told him every night, 
every article of the converfations that palled be- 
tween the queen and him) would again faithfully 
relate all that pafTed, not only to his matter Len- 
nox, but alfo to others. The contrivers of the 
letters, then, could not poflibly meet with a pro* 
pcrcr perfon than this very Crawford, to inform/ 
them of thefe occurrences and converfations^ and 
afterwards to give teftimony to the truth of his own 
narrative. 

It is proper, however, to obferve upon this 
head, that a more juft and well-founded ground of 
fufplcion cannot arife, than from an over-exadt 
and minute concurrence of witnefles, in every par- 
ticular : fuch precife agreement mufl always ap- 
pear to be ftudied, and prefuppofes a collufion. To 
apply thii to Crawford's teflimony in the cafe be- 
fore us. 

The queen, in her firfl letter, is made to recite 
to Bothwell, according to her remembrance, 
what pafled in feveral converfations between her 
and the king at Glafgow. The king, according 
to Crav/ibicrs teftimony, we muft fuppofe, mi- 
nutely 
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nutely repeated every circumftance of thofe very 
converfations to Crawford, agreeing exaftly with 
what was written by the queen herfc.f in her letter 
toBothwell: and, laftly, we muft again fuppofc this 
Crawford to have been cnckied with fo happy a 
memory, that, at the diftance of two years, he 
could recolleft every particular in thefe converfa- 
tions, and give his oath to the truth of them. 
But, as a help to his memory, and to remove 
fufpicion on that account, Crawford has faid, that, 
to the intent he might report the converfations 
again to his matter, Lennox, he immediately 
wrote the fame word for word. 

It may not improperly be afkcd, Why this ex- 
a-flneft, to write down what he could tell Lennox, 
who was himfclf at Glafgow, by word of mouth 
the next minute ? And, for what end did he 
keep thefe writings by him, after he had told them 
to Lennox ? From infpiration, or forefight, no 
doubt, that fome years after he would be called 
upon to repeat over again thefe converfations be- 
fore queen Elizabeth and her council, to give faith 
to letters which, at the time that he fet down his 
notes, (lid not cxift. 

I'hcfe obfcrvations muft juftly render this noted 
pirlbii's teftimony extremely ful'picious : but, on 
the whole, let his evidence be allowed to be ftriftly 
true ; Hill, for the reafons given, it can be no 
pr<x>i' rhit the letters were not fpurious. 

On this article the diflertator has unfolded a 
m:j?;!ity myftcry, in the affair mentioned fo often 
by tl;<; queen in the firft letter, concerning Mynto, 
J iicgait, and Walcar, which the difTcrtator is 
j)icaleJi to iiiy was wholly unknown, till a letter of 
tii;: (iwucn's, to the archbifliop of Glafgow, pub- 
litiicd l)v iC(nth, difcovered it to be an affair of im- 
pori;:!iec. 

It 
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It appears, indeed, by the queen's letter to the 
archbilhop, that this affair was truly a matter of 
great importance : but that it was altogether un- 
known, until difcovered by a letter publilhed by 
Mr. Keith, is direftly contrary to the very words 
of the letter In queftion. The queen thus writes 
to the bilhop : 

'* A fervant of zouris, William Walcar, came 
*' to our prefens — at Sterveling, and — declarit to 
*' us, how it was — opinly bruited, — that the king, 
*' by the affiftence of fum of our nobility, fuldtak 
*' the prince our fojie and crowne him ; and, be- 
" ing crownit, his fader fuld tak upon him the go- 
*' vemment : — that Walcar being preffit, he no- 
*' minat William Hiegait, alfwa zour fervant, for 

*' his chief author. Quhairupon we tuke occa- 

*' fion, with diligence, to fend for Hiegait, quha 
" being inquirit in our counfell, of his communi- 
" cation had with Walcar, he dcnyit, as well 
*' apairt, as being confronted togidder, — onlie he 
" confeffit, that he hard of a bruit how the king 
" fuld be put in ward." 

This letter from the qu<^en is dated the twentieth 
of January, 1567, a day or two before Ihe is faid 
to have gone to Glafgow. — Now, as we fee, this 
ftory was openly fpread abroad, before it had come 
to the queen's ears •, and that (he had ordered thefc 
two men, the fuppofed authors, to be examined 
before her council, of which Murray, Morton, 
and fecretary Lethington were members at that 
time, and therefore muft have known every cir- 
cumftance relating to it : Is it poflible that this af- 
fair, as the difr.Ttator affirms, could be altogether 
unknown ? 

His fourtji argument, as to the notes and me- 
morandums in the fiiiddle of the firft letter. 

The 
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The ingenious diflTertator looks upon the follow- 
ing difcovcry as an unanfwerablc proof of the gc- 
nuincnefs ot the letters: the queen is made to fay, 
** i^xcufe that thing that is fcriblit, I had na pa- 
*• per zefterday when I wrait that of the memo- 
*• rial." " For lack of paj^cr then^" fays he, 
" fhe was obliged to continue her letter on a fe- 
** pirate paper, upon which flie had written down 
** her notes and memorandums; which is a cir- 
** cumilance that no forger could pofllbly have 
** thought of." 

I own this obfcrvation is ingenious, and fhows 
with what attention the acute differtator has fcruti- 
ni'/ed this matter. But, high as my opinion is of 
this gentleman's penetration, I cannot give him 
the preference to his friends Murray, Morton, fe- 
crctary Lethington, and Buclianan, whofe talents 
for condudting fo dark an affair could not be ex* 
ceeded by any perfon. 

To make out his argument, therefore, we muft 
believe, as the diflcrtator tells u.s, that the above 
four fagc politicians, who were poffeflcd of the 
letters, and knew every circumftance that is men- 
tioned in them, or relating to them, and fo re- 
cent as within a few months of their fiippofed 
dare, were fo utterly ignorant of their contents, as 
to make a blunder in expLiining their meaning to 
the commiffionersat York •, which blunder this in- 
genious gentl'-man, at the dilVance of two hun- 
dred years, has now djiV.ovcTcd, andfet to rights. 
'i'liis is rather too much to be granted to him upon 
a bart! conjecture. 

The cjuccri is made to refer Boihwell to the 
bearer of the letter, for compK-at information as 
M) Icvend thinj^s wliich llie had not time or inten- 
sion to write luliy of, " Dpon ti;i^ point," fays 

Ihc 
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fhe, " the bearer will (hew you many fmall things,**- 
Again, " This bearer will tell you the reft, and 
" gif I learn one thing hicr, I will make you me- 
** morial at even." 

The letter is made to be written at different 
times in the fpace of two days ; and, at the con- 
clufion of each night's writing, a few notes arc 
added, which are profeflcdly a recapitulation of the 
preceding heads of the letter : and, at the end of 
this letter, the queen is made to fay, ** Excufe 
" that thing that is fcriblit, for I had na paper ' 
'' zcfterday when I wrait that of the memorial." 

It does not feem poflible to apply this to any 
other memorial, than that of the many fmall 
things, concerning which fhe referred Bothwell to 
the bearer, to explain to him fully. This is the 
plain fenfe of the words themfelves ; and in this 
lenfe only did Lethington and Buchanan explain 
them, in their conference with the Englifh com- 
milTioners at York. The memorial there meant, 
" is in the credit," fay they, ** given to Paris the 
*' bearer." Can any thing be more natural thaa 
this?" •' But," fays our author, " thefe gen- 
*' tlemcn were in a miftakc as to this, and under- 
*' ftood nothing of the matter •/' for now the dif- 
fertator has difcovered, that this *' fcribblit writ- 
*' ing," called the memorial, was no other than a 
part of her very letter, on which fhe had previ- 
oully made fome jottings, but was now forced to 
Icribble her letter upon it, for want of paper. 

If that may be fuppofed to have been the cafe^ 
all this fcribbling upon a paper, already blotted 
with notes and jottings, mufl undoubtedly have 
appeared upon the face of the letter itfelf: in' 
which cafe, it is impofTible to fuppofe, that Le- 
thington and Buchanan could have miftaken the 
fenfe of this pafTage in the letter. In fhort, the 

whole • 






374 The LIFE and DEATH of 

whole of tfiis new obfcrvation is mere conjcfturc 
and conceit, not only iinfupportcd by any evi- 
dence, but in direft conrradidion to the exprcfs 
and natural fenfe of this palfage, given us by Le- 
thington and Buchanan thcmfelves •, who, after all, 
will, at lealV, be allowed to have been more inti- 
mately acquainted with the contents, and to have 
underllood their meaning, better than even the 
ingenious diflcrtator. 

Upon this paflage of the memorandums, Mr. 
Hume makes a very ftrange obfrrvation : " In this 
** letter," lays he, " which (lie penned late at 
*' night, her paper failed her, and Ihc takes down 
•* a memorandum of wiiat flie intended to add next 

morning; and it is added accordingly :-— A cir- 

cumllance," continues he, '' not likely to occur 
*' to a forger.** 

The reader will be convinced of the weaknefs of 
the objection by looking into that part of the let- 
ter which follows this memorandum, in which 
there is not one word that has relation to thcfc 
memorandums, except the lall refperting Living- 
flon. One would think, that this gentleman had 
fondly adopted the dilIertator*s conceit, without 
giving himfelf the trouble to examine the evi- 
dence. 

The letter, as it now (lands, appears to have 
brtn the fubje^t of two nights writing. At the 
end of the Hrfl night, the queen is made to fay, 
ftie is j^oing to bed, " yet I ccafe not to fcribble 
** all die remains of the paper.'* Then follows a 
(liort nore of the heads of what (lie had written. 

The niglit after, when (lie comes to the very 
dole of the letter, there are added, likewife, a few 
joi lings, or memorandums; fuch as, "Remember 
"' you of the purpofe of lady RcrcSi &c. All 
which is natural. 

Now, 
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Now, if, accottiingtx) tidsdiibivBiyof^^^^ 
fertator, fhe was obliged to write part*, df: the 
letter upon her paper or notes, which me had kept 
for jotting down what occurred : by what 'ftrange . 
accident came it to pafs, that this paper of notes 
came to be fo luckily divided, as tmit one half of 
thefe notes falls fo very a proTOS, as to make an 
cxaft fummary of the prcceeding part of. the let- 
ter, and no more? After which.the letter proceeds /^ 
to the end, when again a few other notes, are as 
naturally introduced, arid with which this letter 
concludes. From all which jt appears evident, - 
that thefe nt)tes were always meant to pa& ibc 
what at prefent they appear to. be, a part of the 
letter itfelf. ' ^ . - 

Such are the proofs, by the external and mtenud 
evidence, wliich the difiertatdr has product and ' 
from which he has concluded that the l^ttisrs are 
genuine. That his obftrvations are 0ore ingem- "^ 
ous than folid, has appeared pretty plainly, by a 
n atural explanation drawn from tfaemfehreSy and the 
account given of then): by Murray, I^thingtxm^ - 
and Buchanan, at the time when the whole affiur 
was recent, and when thefe gentlemen had the 
original letters, themfelves in their hands. ; .Tlieir 
pofitive authority, therefore, muft outweijgh att ■ 
modem' vague conjeAures, however fancifiil afid 
ingenious. 

There remain^ ftill to be confideted another . 
piece of evidence againft queen Mary i« that is, V 
the confefllon of Nicholas Hubert, commonly •^ 
called French Paris, fcrvant to the eai:l of Both* • 
well, and mentioned by name in the letters, as \ 
the bearer of them from the^q\)een to Bofjiwell. * 
This Hubert is the only perK^n who, .from Ms 
own, knowledge, pretended to accufe the queen. 
His confeifion of the tenth of Aug4ft^ ^5^9$ tx- W 
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prcfly charges her with being privy to the king's 
murder. 

In order to give a diflint^l view, by itfclf, of 
this telVimony, if is neieHiiry to recapituhitc Ibmc 
part of the foregoing narrative, which is connected 
with the (lory of this J'Venchnian. 

In June, 1^37, on the earl of Bothwcll's flying 
from Scorhuul, I)alglei(h, I lay, Hepburn, and 
Powrie, HolhwelPs lervants, were all made pri- 
foner;, and publit.Iy tried before the liigh court of 
juHiciaryai Ivlinburpjh. 'i'hcy were all condemned 
and exci.uietl i)i\ their r)wn conlellions, asacceHbry 
to the king's murder. None of them acculed the 
tjueen •, on riie contrary, it is a/firmed, that, with 
their dying breaili, they vindicated her from hav- 
ing any ])art in their crime. 

As for this r'renchman Paris, the fuppofed con- 
fident oi the wliole intrigue between the queen and 
Boiliwell, he was carried from Kdinburgh, the 
ordinary feat of juflice, to a remote prifon in St. 
Andrew.*;, the phice of relidence of the earl of 
Murray, where lie lay for above two years, during 
all rlie tinv t\\r. confeiencxs were carrying on at 
York and Wellniinller. 

h mull be lemembred, that Dalgleidi was the 
perlon in vjiole cuilody, the earl of Morton af- 
iirnicd, the bf)X with tlie letters had been feized : 
and we have already taken notice (jf the fufpicjous 
coiuluiH of Morton, in dedininjr, when this Dal- 
ghrilh was examined in his own [)relence, tOQUcf* 
lion liitii conccrninjr this latal b')X -, (/r to Jiavc 
proved, by i.lie peilcjns v/ho lei/eil him, that tlic 
liuiK. was truly lounl about him ar all : which be- 
ini"; lecrnt only fix d.iys belore his examination 
and conicillon, iinill h.tve appe.u'ed as clear as the 
lim atiioond.iv \ anJ, in place r)f retting this ind- 
poriant event I«>K ly ujjon Jb fandy a foundation as 

the 
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the bare word and aflertion of Morton himfelf, 
muft have placed it beyond the. power of all cavil 
to attack. That not a word was aflced this Dai- 
glei(h concerning the c^uecn^S filvef box With the let- 
ters, is certain. His exailliiiation is ftill esttant, 
and fhows it. 

The natural iriference from this fhynefs or taci- 
turnity, appears to ' be this ; either that Mortotl, 
and his aflbciates had forgdt this important prize, 
the feizure of the letters, altogethef; or. that 
thofe letters did not exift at the time o£ Dalmeifh's 
trial ; and, that the whole ftory of feizing the box 
in the cuftody of this Dalgleilh, was invented after 
his death. 

They had ftill, however, one other witnefs con- 
cerning the letters, no lefs than this Paris, men- 
tioned by name in the letters themfelves, as the 
bearer of them from the cljueen to Bothwell. 
Here then was a living witnefs, ready to be pro- 
duced in public, at a proper time and place. 

It may be afked, for what purpofe was this Paris 
kept alive for two years after his fellow fefvant^ 
had been publicly tried and hanged at Edinburgh ? 
Why was he carried from Edinburgh, the ordi- 
nary feat of juftice, to a lonely prifon in St: An- 
drews ? Was it that the earl of Murray, whofe 
principal rcfidence was in that place, which was 
then entirely at his devotion, might be at more li- 
berty to praftife upon this poor creature ; and, by 
promifes, or the force of torture, or hunger, try 
if he could be made a fteady witnefs in the f^lfe 
caufe ? , ' 

► Though we fhould even fuppofe, that Paris, in 
the hurry of more weighty bufinefs, mighc have 
been totally forgot in his dungeon, by Murray 
an^l his friends while in England, yet Murray's 
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conduft, in relation to what follows, cannot be 
juftified. 

Queen Mary had publicly accufed Murray, and 
aflerted, in the ftrongeft manner, that the letters 
were forged by him and his fadion ; and Ihe un- 
dercook to prove this from the letters themfelves, 
which Mary, in the moft earned: manner, begged 
to have infpeAion of. This requeft was denira to 
her,, and, to cut fliort the matter, the earl of 
Murray and his adherents went off in hafte, with 
their box and letters, to Scotland. 

Before their departure, queen Mary complained 
to queen Elizabeth, for ^^ allowing them to depart 

the realm, not abiding to hear the defence of 

her innocence, nor the trial and pruif of thair 
" detcftioun, which was ofFerit to prove them 

** guilty of the famen crime. To which it was 

" anfwerit, That the earl of Murray has promifed 

" to return again when he fould be called 

« for.** 

This was on the twelfth of January, 1568-9 ; 
and, within feven months after this, Paris was 
hanged by Murray at St. Andrews : viz. in Auguft 
that fame year, 1569. 

Now, let any impartial perfon confider well 
the conduct of Murrav in this matter. He him- 
felf is publicly acculeci by the queen, as one of 
the king's murderers : (he undertakes to prove 
the crime againft him by a fair trial. How does 
he defend iiimfelf againft this fo public a chaUenge 
given him in the face of the world ? He demes 
the charge, but, in the mean time, begs leave to 
go home. Would- innocence have aAed in this 
manner i 

Let us follow him, however, into Scotland, and 
trace his behaviour there, where fortune had been 

fo 
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fo favourable, as to throw into his hands the only 
pcrfon in the world who, if Murray was truly in- 
nocent, and the queen guilty, could have cleared 
him, and fatisfied every mortal of her guilt* This 
perfon was French Paris, who, if Murray and his 
letters are to be credited, was the confident of the 
whole intrigue, between the queen and Bothwell, 
relating to the king's murder. 

Could there have happened a more lucky event 
than this, to a man lymg under the load of fo 
criminal an accufation, as that of being an accom- 
plice in the murder of his fovereign ? 

Let us now fee the method Murray took to wipe 
off this foul afperfion, and to avoid all fufpicion of 
praftifing, by the force of torture or promifcs, up- 
on a poor, ignorant, friendlefs creature, then in 
his hands, to mould him to his purpofe. Did he 
fend him to London to be examined before the 
Englifh council, as his other witneffes, Crawford, 
and Nelfon, had been ? Did he even venture to 
produce him before his own privy-council at Edin- 
burgh, to be interrogated there ? Or, laftly, did 
he bring him to a public trial, in the ordinary 
form, before the hign court of judiciary at Edin- 
burgh, as was allowed to Dalgleifh, and the other 
fervants of Borhwell ? No ! 

As to thefe laft, the experiment had not at all 
fucceeded. In fpite of torture, they had, with 
their dying breath, declared the truth and acquitted 
the queen. 

This man, Paris, was the laft card Murray had 
to play -, a new method, therefore, muft be fol* 
lowed with refpeft to him. He was fecrcted from 
public view •, was carried to an obfcure dungeon 
in Murray's citadel of St. Andrews ; there he was 
kept hid from all the world, and at laft condemned 
by the earl of Murray himfelf, in a manner no 
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body knows how ; and feveral months after hid 
death, a confefTion in his name, taken clandeftinely 
without mentioning any perfon who was prefent 
when it was made by Paris, was privately fent up 
to London, (and given in to Cecil, but at what 
period no body can tell) acculing the queen in the 
blacked terms, and extolling the earl of Murray 
to the Ikies : and, to crown the whole, this pre- 
cious piece of evidence was kept a profound fe- 
cret from the queen and her friend?, who, as we 
ihall by and by prove, ncvtr once faw or heard of 
this confeflion* 

All that remains of this poor creature, are two 
fonfclTions ; one on the ninth, and the other on the 
tenth of Auguft, 1569. The firft, laid to be the 
original, and marked on fome of the leaves with 
the initial letters of his name, is ftill extant in 
the Cotton library. This confeflion charges Both- 
vvcll with the murder, but mentions nothing of 
the queen or her letters. 

The other confeflion, of the tenth of Auguft, 
rxrrcfly charges the queen as acccflbry to the 
whole. Of this laft we have a copy, attefted by 
one Alexander Hay, a notary, and clerk to Mur- 
ray's privy-council \ and which we fee, by an au- 
thentic i^aper, was lent to London by Murray in 
CVtobcr, 1560, as a further proof of his accufa- 
rion ;\g:i!nll the queen, after all the conferences 
we.v over. 

That thcie confefTions were keptfecret, and ne- 
ver Ihown to Mary, is evident from the following 
cirv'umiiaiires. 

The only cotemporary writers, who mention the 
condemn.ition and death of this Frenchman, arc 
iAily, bilhop of Rofs, and the author of the ma- 
nukrij^'t hillory of Scotland, during the reign of 
tjiucn Mary, and the four regents, Murray,- Lcn^ 

nox. 
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nox, Mar, and Morton, publiflied by Crawford, 
hiftorigrapher to queen Anne. 

This laft author, who was at that time a living 
witnefs, mentions the condemnation of Paris in 
thefe words : " The regent (Murray) pr^Kreedod 
*' from Stirling to St. Andrews, where Nicknavia 
*' for forcery was burnt ; and Paris, a Frenchman, 
*' was hanged for the murder of the late king, 
^' though he denied the fadb." 

The other cotemporary author who mentions this 
Frenchman, is Lefly, biftiop of Rofs, one of Ma- 
ry's comniiflioners, and at that time in the cha- 
rafttr of her embaflador at London. He drew 
up an apology, entitled, " A Defence of the Ho- 
*' nour of Queen Mary," which was printed at 
" London in the end of the year 1569, foon after 
the execution of Paris. 

The bifhop, in mentioning this man, ufes the 
following words : '^ As for him that ye furmife was 
" the bearer of the letters, and whonxe ye have 
" executed of late for thefaid murther, he, at the 
*' time of his faid execution, toeke it upon his 
*' death, as he fhould anfwere before God, that he 
" never carried any fuch letters, nor that the queene 
*' was participant, nor of counfale in the caufe.** 

From the words, " the perfon whom ye furmife 
*' was the bearer,'* it is plain, that neither the 
queen nor Lefly had either feen or heard of this 
confeflion of -Paris, which is made to acknowledge 
this fait, of his being the bearer of the letters, in 
exprefs terms : and the above paflage from Craw- 
ford, fully explains the good reafon that Murray 
then had for keeping this pretended confeflion of 
Paris a profound fecret to all, except his own con* 
federates and fecretary Cecil •, viz. becaufe it was 
at this time univerfally known, by every body in 

B b^ 3 Scotland, 
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Scotland^ that this very Paris, at his execution, had 

Eublicly given the lie to any pretended confeflion, 
y folemnly denying the fa£l:. 
Here then, wc fee, are the evidences that di- 
refllycontradiA one another } viz. Lefly, and the 
author of Crawford's hiftory, who were lx>th livin[ 
witnelTes at the fame time, on the one fide, am 
this pretended confcflTion of Hubert on the other. 
If either of thcfe tdlimonies be true, theoppofite, 
of confequcnce, mud be falfe. Let us endeavour, 
by external circumltances, to find out on which fide 
the trutli (lands. 

To begin with the bifliop of Rofs : and, in order 
to afcertain the proper degree of credit to be given 
to his public aflcrtion of the above faA, it may 
not be improper to give a fhort (ketch of his 
charafter, from a letter of queen Elizabeth to 
queen Mary, on the twenty-firll day of December, 
15^)8. After mentioning Mary's other commif- 
(ioners, " We cannot," lays flic, " but fpecially 
** note to you, your good choice of the bifhoppe 
** of Ro(rc, who hath not only faithfully and wilely, 
*' but aifo carefully and dutifully, for your honour 
** and wcalc, behaved hinifelf, and that both prl- 
^^ vatly and publickly, as we cannot but in this 
" fort commend him unto yow, as we wifh yow 
*' had many fuch devoted difcrete fervants ; for, 
** in our judgment, we think we have not any in 
** loyaltie and faithfulnels can overmatch him : 
" and this we are the bolder to wryte, confidering 
** we take it the beft trial of a good fervant to be in 
** adverfitie, out of which we hartely wifh yow 
** to be delivered, by the juftification of your in- 
** nocency." 

I'he bifliop, and Crawford's account of Paris*s 
dying words, it may be faid arc no more than their 
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but as a thing well known in jScotkad «t the tune . 
of Paris's execution ; and Lefly prodaknt m^ 
publifhes it to the* world in print, recently, .afiter 
Paris's death. This was giving an opportunity to 
the queen's accufers, to nave as pubfidy contra* 
dided this ftory, if it was falfe, by imifiediafiely 
expofing Paris's confeflion, . which was in their ^ 
hands ^ and fupporcing its authority, . hj naming 
the perfons who were prefent at his examinfttioci.' 

Let us turn now to the other fide, and obichoe. '• ^ 
the part which Murray and his confederates a£lbc4 
upon this occafion. 

Queen Mary's cmbai&dor thus affirming, in the 
face of the world, that tlus man^ Paris, had, f^th 
his dying breath, and in the XM& folemn mannet^ r ^ 
aflerted her innocence, was furely a challenge to 
her accufers to have refuted the aliertkm, by plro* 
ducing Paris's confeflion, if genuine, and fit t» 
bear the light. They did not, however i andche^ ^ 
only a-nfwer made to this vindicadim of qt^en x 
Mary, was an order from queen Slistiiieth to.iiip- 
prefs the book altogether, on pretence of . id o6» 
raining feme dangerous points, wit^ rfgud to 
Mary's title to the crown of Englaqd. A kcood * . 
edition was, however, Ipon after publifhed pf tint 
queen's defence, at Liege, intheyear I57it. 

In anfwer to this it may be faid, that, by iup^ 

Ereffing this defence of the queen, Munw and 
lorton had no opportunity to fee thit aflertion 
with regard to Paris. This, however, can fcarce 
be fuppofed. The book was printed, aod^QOfiM 
of that very firft edition are ftul extant. - * . ' 

The order for fupprefling it was fiom EUzabeth, 
and confequently the book muft have bem ia }ie,r 
hands, and in the hands of her minifteri. . Mucray 
and Morton had always a nuni^r at I^oftdon to 
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ncp^otiate their affairs at tliat court ; and, by an 
aiiclic'ntic paper IVilJ extant in*the Cotton library, 
wc Ices thai, in Oftoher, 1569, Macgill, abbot 
of DumfVimliir^, was icnt up to London, as mi- 
niiUr ironi the carl of Murray, jnd carried up 
witli Mm this prcfcndcd cont'cfljon of Paris. Nay, 
the carl of Morion himfcif, as conimiflioncr ap- 
pointed by I he Scotch rcj>;cnt Lennox, for ma- 
jiaginr; a new treaty with queen J'Ji/abeth, to de- 
])ofc Mary altogether, was himfell' at London in 
the bcoininjT of ihc year 1571 ; at which time it 
cannot be doubtej, that boili tlielc minifters imift 
liave I'een this dclencc of queen Mary. 

What pofl'ible reafon then can be afTigned for 
tills rclervednefs, this determined filence of Mur^ 
ray and Morton, with relj|x*ft to this aficrtion of 
the bilhop, as to r.uis's dying tellimony of queen 
Mary's innocence, when they could at once have 
quelled it, by pul)lilhing the genuine confclTion, 
laid to have heen made l)y Paris iiiinfcif, wliich 
they tlien had in their pocket ? 

Iwo realbns, very diflerent indeed from each 
other, maybe imagined: cither tliat this confeffion 
of Paris, in Morion's i ullody, was not fit to bear 
the light : or, that foine linall regard for Mary's 
lame made them conceal it iVom her. That this 
lall was not tfie eale, will aj-j-^ear from what 
follows. 

In this very year, 1571, Buchanan publiflied his 
famous work, entitled, ** A Detedion of the Do- 
*' ings of (lueen Mary •," a work which proves him 
guilty of t u' highell ingratitude. 

In this libel againlt the queeii, publiflied both 
in the 1 .atin and in the Scotch language, nothing 
is omitted that could ferve to blacken her. The 
whole intrigue between her and Boihwell, her 
amours in France as well as Scotland, repeated at-» 
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tempts to poifon the king, and his aftual murder 
at lall by her contrivance : all, in (hort, that ma- 
lice or calumny could invent to render her odious, 
is therein fet forth : and, as a voucher or proof of 
the whole, the famous letters by her to Bothwell 
are printed at full length. Nay, that nothing 
might be neglefted to give full credit to tliis 
book, the pretended confeflions of Dalgleifh, 
Powrie, Hay, and Hepburn, BothwelPs other fcr- 
vants, arc printed along with it; and yet this im- 
portant confv. ffion of Parus, though later in date, 
and more to their purpofe, is omitted. 

That lb precious apiece of fcandal might not be 
confined to Scotland, this book, with the letters^ 
was, at the very fome time, printed at London, 
and difperfed all over the kingdom. But what is 
more furprifing, although Paris is often mentioned 
therein, as the confident of the whole fcene be- 
between the queen and Bothwell, with refpeft to 
the king's murder-, and, thatbilhop Lefly, in his 
printed apolog)^for queen Mary, had affirmed, in 
the face of the world, as a fad univerfally known, 
that Paris, at his execution, had publicly aflerted 
the queen's innocence; although the letters give 
only feme fufpicious and dark hints, from which 
the queen's knowledge of the murder is inferred; 
whereas Paris's confeffion of the tenth of Auguft, 
1569, cxprefly charges her as the contriver of it, 
and is the only evidence that does fo ; yet in Bu- 
chanan's book there is not the leaft mention made 
of any fuch confeffion. 

Buchanan lived many years after this ; liis De- 
tection went through feveral editions; nay, he 
\vrorc his hidory at large, w^hich was not publifbed 
for feveral years after this period ; and, although 
he there again makes mention both of Paris and 
the letters, jet not one word is laid of any fuch 
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confefllon made by this perfon, to the prqudice 
of the queen. 

We have already faid, that a copy of this con- 
feffion of Paris againft the queen, attefted by Alex- 
ander Hay, is extant. 

This Hay appears to have been Murray's active 
inftrument in the tranfaftions of thofe times, and, 
by degrees, he arrived to be clerk to his fecret 
council. Here we fee him attefting a copy of 
this confeflion of Hubert's, without witnefles^ 
and upon his fingle affertion only. 

We have extant a very curious letter of the fame 
Hay to John Knox, which is dated the fourteenth 
day of December, 157 1 ; wherein he thus writes: 
*' They have fet out in Ingland our queen's lyfe 
" and procefs, baith in Latin and luglilh, quhairin 

is continit the difcourfe of hir tragical doingis ; 

the procefs of the crle BothwelFs clenging, hir 
" lonncttis and letteris to him, the depofitiounis of 
*' the perfounis execute, and toe cartellis efter the 
^^ the king's murthoun— In appeirance thay leivc 
*' naithing unlet out tending to hir infamie.** 

I'hus fame Hay, we fee, had attefted the copy 
of Paris's confeflion on the tenth of Auguft, 1569, 
which was fcnt to London that year \ and yet, in 
this letter wrote to his friend John Knox, though 
he knew well that his own copy of this contcffion, 
was in the hands of the very iame people who had 
piiWirtied the above fcandalous colleftion againft 
tlu* queen ; yet, fo well does he know, from the 
very nature of his own manufafture, that this 
confeflion of Hubert's durlt not be expofed to 
light ; and, lb far from enumerating that piece 
au\<)ng the above colleftion, he finks it altogether, 
IS if no fuch paper had exifted. He tells his friend* 
that tlie above coUedion contained every tlung that 
couki tend to the queen's infamy, when at the fame 
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time he knew well, that the blackeft piece of all, 
which he himfclf had furnifhed them, was omit- 
ted. From all which circumftances, the violent 
prefumptions that arife from their carrying this 
poor ignorant ftrangcr from Edinburgh, the ordi- 
nary feat of juftice •, their keeping him hid from 
all the world, in a remote dungeon, and their not 
producing him with their other evidences, fo as 
he might have been publicly interrogated -, the po- 
fitive and direft teftimony of the author of Craw- 
ford's manufcript, then living, and on the fpot at 
the time, with the public affirmation of the bilhop 
of Rofs at the time of Paris*s death, that he had 
vindicated the queen with his dying breath •, the 
behaviour of Murray, Morton, Buchanan, and 
even of Hay, the attefter of this pretended con- 
f^ffion, on that occafion-, their clofe andreferved 
filence, at the time when they muft have had this 
confeffion of Paris in their pocket -, and their pub- 
lifhing every other circumftance that could tend 
to blacken the queen, and yet omitting this con- 
fcfTion, the only direft evidence of her fuppofed 
guilt ; all this duly and difpaffionately confidered, 
one may fafely conclude, that it was judged 
not fit to expole fo foon to light this piece of evi- 
dence againft the queen •, which a cloud of wit- 
nefles, living, and prefent at Paris's execution, 
would furely have given clear teftimony againft, 
as a notorious impofture. 

I'hus far the external evidence makes ao;ainft 
this pretended confeffion of Paris. We flialTnext 
examine the internal texture and conftrudtion of 
it, as it now appears to us, in order to latisfy the 
reader's curiofity. 

Paris lays, " That the firft time that he entered 
** into truft or credit with the queen, was at Ka- 
" lender in her road to Glafgow, where (he gave 
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*' him A pitrfe of three or four hundred crownsto 

" (Irlivrr to ilir r.irl of Bothwcll/' 

1 Iciv it may hr jifl-.rd, why did flic not give it 
to IJotliwrll hiiiilMf, who wns at Kalrndcr with the 
quern, as Taris I'nys afterwards in this confef- 
iion ? 

7.. 'I 'hit, two or thrrc days after, he had got fo 
niiif h into fhr (]»irrnV; ronfidrncc, that, when flic 
frin. Iiini from Glafgow, with the firft letter to 
liothwrll, fhc drfirrd him, by word of mouth, to 
tell llothwrll, " 'Ihat the kingdefircd tokifs her, 
** hut that flic rcfufrd him, for fear of his malady, 
•* as lady Rrrrs would tcftify." And further, fays 
flir, " Tell Hot h well, that I wont go near tnc 
*' king, unU-fs in eonlpany with Rercs, who Ihall 
•* (ec all \ do." 

•* 3. Tliiit ai hr, Paris, was drcfling, or put- 
" ting in order, the queen's bed in her chamber^ 
** whieli was ilirertiy vmder the king's chamber, 
•' as Hothwcll had rommandcd, &c.*' A very 
ilceent ofFu e, tnily, this fellow had got into about 
the (lurcn's prrfon. 

** 4. That he took the liberty to fay to the 
** queen. Madam, monficur Bothwell hath com- 
** nianded me to bring to him the keys of your 
•* chamber, as he wants to do fomething there 1 
*' timt is 10 make the king fly in the air with 
** powder. 

" 5. That Bothwell told him, that lady Rere» 
•* walked out every night, very late, in auclt of 
** him, to conduft him to the queen's bed«-cham- 
** berj and that he was prcfent when laily Rerea 
** came on this errand." 

Sueh is the grofl[]icls, and fuch the abfurditiei» 
to be found in every part of this confeflion. 

The 
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The juft remark made by the diflertator, that 
the eageroefs of forgers generally makes them 
deteft themfelves, by overcharging their work, is 
verified to the full extent, by applying it to this 
piece. Their caution, in not making the queen, 
in her letters, fpeak fuch plain language as this 
perfon does, was wife. Here they forget them- 
felves, by putting the grofieft words in his mouth. 
His character, they knew, was low enough to 
bear it •, and they were refolved to make him fpeak 
out, fo as to leave no doubt of the queen's infa- 
my, as a proftitute ! and a murderefs ! 

Having thus examined the external and internal 
appearance of this notable piece, it is proper to 
fliew what arguments have been ufed on the other 
(ide, in fupport of Paris*s confeflion againft the 
queen, which we fliall give in the differtator's own 
words. 

" This perfon (fays he) was twice examined, and 
the original of one of his depofitions, and a 
copy of the other, are ftiU extant. It is pre- 
" tended they are both rorgeries. But they are 
^' remarkable for a fimplicity, and naivete, which 
*' it is almoft impoflible to imitate: they abound 
^' with a number of minute fadls and particula- 
*'1-ities, which the moft dextrous forger could not 
*' have eafily aflembled and connected together, 
*' with any appearance of probability ; and they 
" are filled with circumftances, which can fcarce 
*' be fuppofed to have entered the imagination of 
'' any man, but one of Paris's profeflion and cha- 
*''- rafter. But, at the fame time, it muft be ac- 
*' knowledged, that hi^ depofitions contain fome 
'' improbable circumftances. He feems to have 
*' been a foolifh talkative fellow •, the fear of death; 
'' the violence of torture -, and the defire of pleaC- 
'^ ing thofe in whofe power he was, tempted him, 
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** perhaps, to feign fomtf circtimftineesi arid to 
** exaggerate others. To fty, that fome circum- 
** (lances in an affidavit arc improbable or falfe^ 
** is very (lifTcrent i'rom faying that the Whole it 
*^ forged. I fiifpeft the fornner to be the cafe 
*• here, but I fee no appearance of the latter/* 

In anfwer to this we mull oblerve; that it has 
been always judged an unlucky circumftance in 
any [)erlbn*s teilimony, tliaC any patticular part c^ 
it IS found to be inconfiftent with truth: thefmall- 
eft deviation in that point, never fails to render 
the whole fufpicious. In the prrfent cafe, when 
the fcveral objrdions arifing from the external 
view of the teflimony, are taken into confidera- 
rion, the above rule of judging muft acquhre dou-> 
blc ibrce. 

Nor does the reafon alTiffned by the diflertator^ 
for Pill is*s interlarding trutn with iniprobabilitieSf 
vix. ** Hccaulc he meant thereby to pleafe the 
** party," appear in the kaft furisfafkory. If chifi 
reaion is good for any thing, it proves too much. 
If Paris liad a view to plrafe them, by telling fnit^ 
hoods, that furely might have tempted him to ac^ 
c'ufr the (]uecn faKcly, as the moft acceptable 
thing he andd do for them : and, if we are to 
brlirvc that this was the humour and defign of the 
man, wr nuiil' certainly believe, that the whole of 
his narrative againft tlic queen is falfe, from be^ 
ginning i(> rnd. 

I Icrc might we rcil the matter a{^ainft the dlfv 
rcrtor -, but, if wr are to judge ot this confef- 
lion, from the abfurd and improbable circum-' 
(lances that arc contained in it, we can fcarce bc-^ 
lieve, tliat this creature, Paris himfelf* could have 
been the author of this narration. For, althouffh 
he mi(>hi have been tempted by the hopes of liKf 
to accuic the qurcn falldy^ yet what reafon can be 
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«fligned for his making a jell of the moft horria -^ 
circumftancc of the king's murder, that Bothwell .: 
and he were to make the king to bounce in the 
^r with powder, " De faire fauter le roy en I'air ?" , 
What<X)uldfo horrid a tale tend to, but his own 
dcftruftion ? Was not this pointing himfelf out as 
a wretch, asdefcrving the moft cruel punilhment, ' 
without the loaft comp«ffioii i 

The diiTertttor iiys fuifher, " That,.pMii'« 
** confieflions arc remarkable 6» their $mpUdrr ' 
" and naivete.'* How can that be» fiooe tqc dit^ . 
fertator him&lf owns him to have beea a fix^fli 
talkative fellow ? And they abound, opndjitiei he, 
witha number, of minute tt£b and circumft^Jipes, 
which could fcarce hf vc entered die ima^n^ion of 
any other man. 

It cannot be denied, that, many of. tb^ hBi . 
might really have been true. ' They do notidfed: 
the queen, and might have poflibly been toU by- 
Paris. B)it diat can no wayi be an argument, that 
the confpfltsns, as. giwn ou^. in hia nam^ ieW«i 
months ^er bis death,, are genuine. Fpfii u-wa 
have already obferved, the plan pf vnntcftfgttt . 
in fuch a cafe, muft always be to ground \q» jwwk ' 
upon fome cernin h&A that all the wprldlthow 
to be true, uid to interlard tbefe tnithi.vita ^^ 
hoods. ; ■ ■ 

._ Let us further examine die ^theqtidtf of this. 
confcflion of the tenth of Auguft. '. 

The title it bears Is in theJe words : ' . 

" ASan£l:andre,Ie lOJourd'Eouft, 1569. Ni- 
*' cholas Howbert di£t Paris, a oQte interrogpe fur ' 
*' les articles & demands qui s* enfuiTcnt, &c & ' 
" premierement." 

Then follow the oueftions that are put to hun, 

with his anfwers, all m French \ but, by what pcr^ 

fon, or what authority^ he wv thus queftioMa 

' 'and 
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ami rx:imincil, iKx-s nor a|^pcMr. From which It 
is rviilrni, that \\\\i rxiunination ami oontrflioii 
was not jii lii'ial. And, what is niolUurjuifint;, ir 
ilocs i\o\ mention any lurloii whatever that was 
pivlcni when it was lakm. What can wr tfliftk of 
\'o lame a nicco <il' evitlrnrc ? This rxaminarioii 
uMiKl no! liavc hrvw \\\m\c ar Parjs's trial, other- 
wfk* it nuill liavr c'xprelly laid lb; likewifc ittnult 
havi' nu'niionnl the coiiit oi' jiillire, and thr 
iiii!;»r, in whole preleiuv, ami l>y whole authority 
n \va'» taken. 

Let MS next eotnpare \\\v\ examination with thr 
jii lii i.il exaniinaiions and eonfelUons of Dali'leillu 
ll.iy, I lej^hurn, iVe. taken l)et'ore the hi{.!;lt eomx 
nriiitlii'iarv at I'.dinbnipji ; we evidently lee there, 
ill.- (Iillru-mi* l)iMw:\i a juJuial lellimony* and 
ihiN (^l' Parr;*':, lakrn in a v laiuielline manner, with- 
nui the ainl\oiiiy i>l a |uJj',e, and hy t\o l)ody 
kii:)\vs whom. 

IV»l|\liilh's rx.iminaiicui hei^ins thii**: '^ Ajuul 
** |'iiinl)ni jtiin .M> |\m.i, an. iLwn. i:f»'\ r^ra-len- 
*- iilnr; i.^mit ihiis dc Moituiuj i\- Athol, [)r:ejH>- 
** fimdi' |)\indre, i\' domino d^' iM.uutf*." 

|vjlm lla\*'; ex.mnn.iiion !u-|\ins thus: " AjUld 
*' rdij\lnn{',uni i^ die I'.uniii S/prembriv, an, 
•* ili'in I ',{» \ in pi\M('!ui' «»r mv lord ie!>eni. ilie 
** ul i «U :M*»iioi\ and Ailiol, \\\c 'aird; ol Loch- 
'* '.\ In, and l\!arnw, Mr. I.imrs Mai \dl, and the 

\ihl. ,\[ \\\r end (^i t\\r\r dv-politlons, is the at- 
f'i!.,i.»Mi ai'.d lnhlv I iption .11 l.nj\i*, of lir Jv»hll 
}:.''!. :h!. in. loid lulliic iK'iL, nnpl.»ni>«^, that \\\C 
pini^p.d vl.po'mons wru \\\ ilu* K\ords ol the: 
l». ' .! •. v^l I la- hij'ii I oui I ol )\ill iv iai'V, 

\\ Ii h nw. k'. i!u n 01 .LU luniiviiN arc dnujl this 
I 'w .M rail.' \«M i!u- innllill, a*, lai as ean be 
Lv!i..' ill.. I'.iv. vvv ■•;'' .n>. ih. Iinjde iilU-rtion of 
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Hay, Murray's clerk, who, as ^ notary, attefts thi^ 
paper to be a true copy of an original, figned or 
marked by Paris himfclf, and read to him. All 
the world knows, that a copy of any paper, atteft*- 
ed by a notary, requires the folemnity of two 
reputable wltnefles to give faith to the notary's 
atteftation. 

To this paper, however, though of the great* 
eft importance, there are no witnefles. The whole 
then depends entirely upon the naked aflertion of 
this noted clerk of Murray alone, contradifted, in 
the moft public manner, by all the world, and 
even tacitly dilavowed by himfelf. 

Before we conclude, we muft again beg leave 
to take notice of Mr. Hume*s arguments m fup- 
port of this noted piece of evidence of Paris : " It 
*' is in vain (fays he) at prefent to feek for impro- 
*' babllities in Nicholas Hubert's dying confef-. 
" fion, and to magnify the fmallcft difficulties in- 
*' to a contradiftion. It was certainly a regular 
" judicial paper, given in regularly and judicially, 
^' and ought to have been canvaffed at the tinae, 
*^ if the perfons, whom it concerned, had bcea 
" affured of their innocence.*' 

Here we fee a (hort, but very pofitive dccifion, 
againft all and every objeftion that poffibly can be 
brought againft Paris's confeffion. But, upotx 
what does this author ground his opinion ? Upon 
two very plain reafons, 1. That the confeffion was 
a judicial one, that is, taken in prefencc, or by 
authority of a judge. And, i. That it was re* 
gularly and judicially given in ; that muft be un- 
derilood during the time of the conferences before 
queen Elizabeth and her council, in prefence of 
Mary's commiffioners ; at which time fhe ought 
to have canvaffed it, fays our author, if fhe knew 
her innocence. 
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That it was not a* judicial confefiion, is evident r 
the paper icfclf does not bear any fuch mark ; nor 
does it mention that it was taken in prefen«e of any 
perfon, or by any authority whatfocver ; and, by 
comparing it with the judicial examinations of 
Dalgleiih, Hay, and Hepburn, in p. 146, it is 
apparent, that it i^ dcftitute of every formaliu" 
requifite in a judicial evidence. In what dark: 
corner, then, this ftrange produftion was gener- 
ated, our author may endeavour to find out, if 
he can. 

As to his fecond aflertion, that it was regularly 
and judicially given in, and therefore ought to 
have been canvaffed by Mary duidng the confer- 
ences. We have already feen that this likewife is 
not faft: the conferences ended in February,. 
1569 : Nicholas Hubert was not hanged till Aii- 
gufl after, and his dying confeflion, as Mr. Hume- 
calls it, is only dated the tenth of that month- 
How then can this gentleman take upon him td 
affert, that this confefiion was judicially given in,. 
and ought to have been at that very time canvafled 
by queen Mary and her commiflioners ? 

In anfwer then to Mr. Hume: as the queen's* 
accufers did not chufe to produce this material. 
witnefs, Paris, whom they had alive, and in their 
hands, nor any declaration or confefiion from him; 
at the critical and proper time for having it can- 
vafled by the queen, it is apprehended our author's' 
conclufion may fairly be ufed againft nimfelf r 
That it is in vain at prefent to fupport the impror- 
babilities and abfurdities in a confeflTion, taken it^ 
a clandeftine way, no body knows how ; and pro- 
duced after Paris's death, by no body knows 
whom i and, from every appearance, defi:itute of 
every formality requifite and common to fuch fort . 
of evidence. 

The 
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The learned and judicious Bayle has made a very 
juft obfervation on the cafe of queen Mary and 
her adverfaries : *' One of two things (fays that 
'^ author) muft have been the cafe j either, that 
'* they who forced that princefs out of her king- 
. *' dom, were the grcateft villains in nature -, or, 
" that fhe was the mod infafmous of women. 
*' Thefe are two fcales of a balance, equally poifed ; 
*' you cannot load the one without lightening the 
*' other precifely to the fame degree : in the fame 
*^ manner, whatever ferves to acquit the queen, 
*^ aggravates her enemies in the fame proportion j 
*' and, whatever ferves to load the queen, exte- 
*^ nuates their crime in a like degree." 

Here then we have a juft balance, in which the 
cafe of Mary and her accufers may with certainty 
be weighed, and by this ftandard judged and de- 
termined with great exaftnefs. 

The weights to be put in the fcales, are the 
proofs which were exhibited by the earls of Mur- 
ray and Morton, of the crimes they charged their 
queen with, which are likewife to be confidereii 
as the proofs of their own juftification for rifing in 
arms againft their fovereign ; for imprifoning her ; 
and, finally, for the long train of her calamities 
and her death ; all confequent to their rebel- 
lion. 

The fcales being now fairly loaded, and the ba- 
lance exaftlv poifed, let us carefully examine the 
weights before \?e pretend to abftraft one graia 
from the fcales. One fcruplc taken from either 
of them, muft deftroy the equilibrium. If then 
we take out the heavieft weight, and put it in the 
oppofite fcale, that dircftly preponderates, the 
other flies up. 

We Ihall therefore begin with examining the 
heavieft weight, in the fcale againft the queen, 

^02 that 
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that is, her letters to Bothwell : and, to avoid all 
imputation of partiality, let us try them according 
to the rules of equity, as in a court of juftice, by 
hearing both fides. We begin with the accu- 
fcrs. 

1 . The earl of Morton at ftrft produced thole 
letters, and affirmed, on his word of honour, that 
his fervants fcized them in the cuftody of George 
Dalgleifh, one of Bothwell's fervants, who had 
brought them out of the caftle of Edinburgh. 

2. The earls of Murray and Morton affirm, on 
their honour, that they are the hand-writing of 
the queen, both in their own fecret council, and 
in the regent's parliament in Scotland, and' be- 
fore queen Elizabeth and her council in Eng- 
land. 

3. They are produced at York and Wcftminr- 
flcr, to tne Englifh council, and compared with 
other tetters of Mary's hand- writing, and appear 
to be fimilar to them. 

4. And laftly, feveral of the inddents men- 
tioned in the letters themfelvcs 5 fuch as the 
converfations between the king and the queen set 
Glafgow, arc, by Crawford, one of the carl of 
Lennox's vafTals, affirmed, upon oath, xa be 
true. 

Such are the proofs brought in (upport of the 
letters. Let us now turn to the other fide, and 
hear what are the anfwers, and the objedions 
made to them on the part of queefl Mary. 

1 . Queen Mary denies the letters to be her hand- 
writing, and aflcrts them to be forged by h?r ac- 
rufcrs, Murray, Morton, and Lethington, and 
offers to prove this. 

2. Mor- 
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2. Morton's- bare affirmation of the way ia 
which the letters came into his hands, as he 
•is a party, can never in equity be regarded^ 

Nay, the letters appearing firft in his hands, was 
of itfelf fufpicious : befides, his fuppreffing the 
evidence of Dalgleifh, or forbearing to interrogate 
him judicially, how he came by thefe letters, 
which would have put this affair in a true light ; 
and his negledling to examine his own fervants 
publicly, who feized Dalgleifh with the box, as 
to what they knew of that affair : and, in place of 
the legal declaration of thofe, who were the only 
proper witneffes to prove thi$ faft, obtruding his 
own affirmation only. Thefe omiffions double the 
fufpicion, that lie himfelf, and his faftion, were 
the contrivers of the letters, 

3. The affirmation of Murray and Morton on 
the authenticity of the letters, both in Scotland 
and England, can bear no greater degree of credit 
than queen Mary*s denial, and the affirmation of 
herfelf, and moll of the nobility of Scotland, that 
xhofe letters were forged. 

4. The fimllarity of one hand-writing to ano- 
ther, is fuch a proof as no man can be certain of; 
far lefs in the cafe of thefe letters, appearing \h fo 
clandeftine a way in the hands of Morton, the 
xjucen's inveterate enemy and accufer. Add to 
xhis, what is affirmed by Mary, that her enemies 
had ofcen counterfeited letters in her ;iame ; which 
is corroborated by a contemporary author, who 
relates it as a well-known faft, that Lcthington, 
Jierfecretary, had often praftifed this vile fraud. 

5. That feveral of the mcidents mentioned in 
the letters might be very true, is not denied. 
The plan of the forgers was furely to interlard 
truth with talfhood. Crawford's teftimony, on 

C c 3 the 
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the truth of feveral of the incidents mentioned in 
the letters, might therefore be true, and yet the 
letters thcmfelvcs might be forged. 

But the objcftions to the letters on the part of 
the queen, are of a different nature. 

1. The letters, as exhibited by Murray and 
Morton,' wanted the dates, place from which they 
were written, the fubfcriptions, feals, and td- 
drefles. Could any judge or jury then, have ad- 
mitted thefe letters as authentic, and as written by 
queen Mary to the earl of Both well, upon the bare 
word of her accufcr ? 

2. The only proof they could nave brought to 
fupport their affirmation, wks by the oath of Hu- 
bert, that he got the letters from the queen's own 
hand, and delivered them to Bothwell : and by 
Dalgleifh, that he found them in the earl's rqiofi- 
tory in the caftlc of Edinburgh, and was carrying 
them to him. It is impoflible, therefore, to frame 
any plaufible reafon, why thefe two peribns were 
not called upon to prove thde fafts, but this only, 
that there was not a word of truth in the ftory. 

3. The letters are produced in public, under 
different dreffes. Before the fecret council, they 
bear to be fubfcribed by the queen's hand : in 
their fecond appearance, before regent Murray's 
parliament, they want the fubfcription altogether. 
I'his is proved by the afts of council, and of par- 
liament in the regifters. 

4. While the conferences were going on at 
York, the letters were privately, and in fecret 
conference, fhown by I.cthington and Buchanan, 
to the Hnglifli commilfionenj, but carefully con- 
cealed 
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'cealed and kept hid from queen Mary and her 
•commiflioners. 

5. The queen, on the firft hearing of thofe let- 
ters, earneftly fupplicates to have infpeftion of 
the originals, and to be allowed copies -, from 
which fhe offers to prove them to be forged and 
fpurious. Both requefts are refufed to her, the 
letters are delivered back to her accufers, and, to 
Jier dying day, fhe never could get a fight of thefe 
originals, or attefted copies of them. 

6. The letters, of which copies only are now 
extant, are, to a demonftration, proved, and 
forced to be acknowledged, even by the writers 
againft the queen, to be palpable tranflations from 
the Scotch and Latin of George Buchanan. 

Such are the proofs on both fides for and againft 
the authenticity of the letters. Let us now put 
the queftion to any impartial perfon, who undcr- 
llands the nature of evidence : would thofe letters, 
found in the cuftody of Morton, dcftitute of fub- 
fcription, feal, and addrefs, and in the face of fo 
many other unfurmountablc objeftions, have been 
fullained as genuine authentic writings,, in any 
court of law orjuftice, upon the bare appearance, 
^r fimilarity of the queen's hand-writing, and the 
naked word of Murray and Morton the ac- 
cufers ? 

The cafe then feems to be determined at once, 
the fcale is turned in favour of the queen. But 
ftill there remains another weight againft her, that 
is, Hubert's confeflion : this we have fo recently 
proved to be a forgery, that it is needlefs here to 
recapitulate the objtftions to a piece of manufac- 
tory abounding with fo many abfurdities and im- 
probabiliiies, (as Dr. Robertfon acknowledges). 

C c 4 and 



4PO The LI F E and D E AT H of 

and altogether deftitute of every efiential requifite 
to a judicial paper. If this weight is taken from 
Murray and Morton's fcale, and put to the queen's, 
what then remains in the oppofite ? Nothing but 
conjeftures, arguments i priori, and inferences 
drawn from falle premifes, all as light as air ! The 
queen's fcale, then, preponderates •,• that of her 
adverfaries flies up, and kicks the beam. 

Having examined the evidences that were pro- 
duced by the earls of Murray and Morton, and 
fecretary Lethington, for proving queen Mary 
guilty of the crimes with which that confederacy 
acculed her ; many arguments have offered to 
prove, that thefe evidences, fo far from being fuf- 
ficient to make out the accufation, were them- 
ielves falfe and forged. This, if fatisfaftorily ex- 
ecuted, according to the judgment of monfieur 
Bayle (a judge, who has fliewn himfelf, by hii 
writings, no ways prejudiced in favour of Mary) 
ibould determine the queftion, not only that the 
queen is innocent, but moreover, that her accu- 
fers themfelves muft be guilty. 

Plain however, as this confeauence is, let us, to 
pleafe the curious, go a ftep rurther, and try, if 
it is poffible, even at this day, by dire£t evi- 
dence, to trace the footftcps of any of thofc dark, 
daring, and fubtle geniufes, in the bloody foene 
of Darnley's death, through the thick cloud in 
which they have wrapt themfelves. 

The queen's accufation againft her baftard bro- 
ther the earl of Murray, and his confederates, was, 
in general, *' That they themfelves were the in- 
♦' venters, confpirators, and fome of them the cx- 
^' ecutors of the murder of the king.' ■ 

The fQllowing two points, which, it is appre- 
hended, 
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hended, both naturally refult from the queen's 
accufation, wiU, It is hoped, be readily granted. 

1. That, if the queen had made good this ac- 
cufation, and proved, that the accufers themfelves, 
Murray, Morton, and Lethington, had been in 
the confpiracy and execution of the king's mur- 
der : in that cafe, flie herfelf could not have been 
in that confederacy, or guilty of the murder. 
This appears to be confident with common fenfe 
and reafon. 

2. It is apprehended, that it will be granted 
with the fame readinefs,* that, as this triumvirate, 
Murray, Morton, and Lethington, had been 
from the beginning, equally embarked in the 
fame caufe, as they had, "with one voice, publicly 
accufed their fovereign of the above crimes, and 
pretended to bringproof of their accufation 5 and 
as they had, by that means, deprived her of her 
crOwn, and poflefled themfelves of the govern- 
ment of her kingdom : if, the queen could have 
proved, that thefe joint accufers, or any of them, 
had themfelves been the authors or corttrTvers of 
the king's death, in that cafe the whole triumvi- 
rate, as partakers in the crime, muft one and all 
of them be deemed guilty, as accefTories to the 
inttrder. 

Thefe two points being allowed, let us now 
turn to the other fide, and hear what defence 
Murray and his aflbciates have made for them- 
felves, and what has been faid for them by the 
writers upon their fide, in anfwepto the qucen'5 
accufation. 

The anfwer made by Murray and his aflbciates 
to the queen's accufation, was in thefe general 

terms^ 
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terms : " That they deny they were culpable 
** thereof." 

Mr. Hume argues thus in their defence againll 
tlic above accufation: '* the queen's aecufation 
*' coming lb larc, ran only be regarded as an angry 
** retaliation upon hrr enemy : unlefs (adds he 
" wt take this an«2:ry accufation of Mary's to 
•* be an argument of Murray's guilt, there re- 
•* mains not the lealt prefumption, which (houkl 
•* lead us to fufpe^l him to have been an accom- 
** plice |in the rrlmc. — Murray could have had 
** no motives to commit that crime, the king's 
•* murder indeed procured him the regency, but 
** much more queen Mary's ill coiuiuft, which he 
*' could nor foreke." 

The diflertator argues thus on the fame fide: 
Murray, on the queen's return to Scotland, 
lerved her with great fidelity, and, by his pru- 
•* dent adminillration, rendered her fo popular, 
** and fo powerful, as enabled her, with cafe, to 
•* crufli a formidable infurreftion raifed by himfclf 
*' in the year 1565, What motive could induce 
** Murrny to murder a prince, without capacity, 
" without iollowers, without influence ? It is 
" difikult to conceive what Murray had to fear 
" from the king's life. It is no eafy matter to 
'' guefs what he could f;ain by his death. 

** If Murray had inlligatcd Rothwell to tom- 
* mit the crime, or had himfelf been acceflbry 
to it, what hopes was there that Bothwell 
would filent'.y bear, from a fellow criminal, all 
*' tlie perferutions which hefuffered, without re- 
*'' torting u])on him the accuiation, or revealing 
^' tlie wliole kene of iniquity ? Or, is it probable, 
"* that Murray wo\ild firil raifc Bothwell to fu- 
"* preme })ower, in hopes that afterwards he 
*' niiglu trulh him."' 

Such 
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Such IS the anfwer, fuch the defence made by 
the writers on Murray's fide of ^he queftion, to 
the queen's general accufation of him and his af- 
fociates. 

We are here amufed with fine fpun arguments 
a priori, endeavouring to overturn fafts by infer- 
ences, from the unreafonablenefs of the motives 
produftive of thefe fafts. Were the certainty <rf 
events to be determined only by an induftion of 
probable caufes, all hiftorical faith would be great- 
ly fliaken, we mull doubt of every thing that 
does not fall under the direft conviftion of our 
own eyes. Dr. Robertfon afks, What motive 
could induce Murray to min-der Darnley ? His 
friend Mr. Hume Ihall anfwer him, ** It was to 
*' procure himfelf the regency. But, after all^ 
this fort of reafoning, by inference, cannot take 
place here. It is by direct evidence, that we are 
to endeavour to prove the queen's accufation a- 
gainft Murray and his confederates, Morton and 
Lethington •, and in the fame way only, muft the 
advocates for them be allowed to make their de- 
fence. We Ihall therefore proceed : 

But, previous to our entering upon this mat- 
ter, it is of confequence to take notice of the {o- 
phiftry, that has been ufed by the advocates on 
the oppofite fide to impofe upon the public, by a 
vindication of the earl of Murray only. He is 
fubflituted in place of the whole party, as if the 
queen's accufation had been confined to him 
alone. He indeed fwho is faid to have been the 
head and direftor of the whole) fecms to have 
taken very great care to fcreen himfelf from pub- 
Jic view, while Morton and fecretary Lethington, 
his two inftruments, afted more boldly, and with 
jcfs caution. By this piece of flight, the con^ 
t river and mover of the whole machine kept him- 
felf 
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iilfbul, :is lir iniafniird, IH-Iiiml ihc curtain, fc- 
riiir iti Ins arrilicrs, ;incl nowr boldly (Icixs ibrtht 
widir hi:; iindcr-;u'l()r.s make ihcir retreat; and, 
by liir; iiU(:r|»()(ilion, (rrni to rludc the icarch. 

Hythis piece of li)i)hdlry, the parlizaiiH of ihc 
(]tieen have liecn iinpoled upon \ m purfuing 
Murray, tlu'y let lua two inflrunientH Morton and 
1 xrlunj/tou e(i ape ; we propole therefore to dircft 
our etupiiry iiito the lurticular eondui^l oi'eacli o( 
the triumvirate ; and, at the (anic time, ciidca*' 
vour to dife.over the chain which united thin con* 
t'eilenuy aj^iinll the «]ucen, durinf; her whole reign. 
.So that, by iud/;inKo( each Upaiately, or conncdt- 
xi\l\ the wh«)le i()(M'i.hi:r, the reader, in one view, 
MKiy determine iur himlcdf : and» on tins plan, wc 
propoie to f.>/tve a i.iir detail of fadls, with the au* 
ihoritjes iVom wliit h we take tliem, (b chat the 
])ublic tnay the better judf^e of their weight. 

Before the (jueetrs arrival iVoni France, which 
was on the twenty leconilof Augufl, 1561, quepn 
Isli/abeih iiad taken care (o have u minidcr at 
lulinburpji; this was the noted Mr. Randolph, 
who, upon pretence ol' bearing Elizabeth's coh)- 
phments of c c)n|;rarulation, eontii\ued aboutquecn 
Mary's ecmrt as a Ipy, /'Jvinfr the moll minute in* 
lellijrrnce of every iliinj^i; done there, to his mif- 
trefs l''.li/:ibrth :ind her prime- miniller Cecil, and 
lounteninu in;.; and encouraging every cabal form- 
ed to (hlUnb Mary'fi (government. Of all this^ 
Randoiplr.*: own letters, ilill extant, arc a full 
demonitration. 

ft appears, that he had very foon cultivated a 
fri)in\ underltandiiif:; wiili the moil fit |)erlbns for 
hi*; purpole-, hic:h as the famous John Knox, one 
<»f tlie chief of the refortned preachers, and par- 
lieularly witli tlic triumvirate, Murray, Morcon« 
.«nd Lcllnn[»lun. 

In 
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In a letter to C^cil, the liinth of Auguft, 1561, 
a fortnight before Marjr's arrival in Scotfeu)d» he 

thus writes : 

*' I have fhewft yout hondur'i letter unto the 
lord James, (i. e. Murray^ lord Morton^ wtA 
Lethington ; they uriA, as your hoaour doth^ 
that (he (Mary) might be ftayed yet for a (pace^ 
and, if it were ndt £br their obedienee (ake, 
*' fome of them care not though they never &w 
her face. — They haveiiied to look unto diem- 
felves , for their hazard is great, and they fee 
*' there is no remedy nor fafety for themfelves, but 
*' to repofc upon the queen's (Eliiabetli's) xxmt&f% 
favour and fupport. They are in mihd inordf 
to try what they may be nflured at, dT the 
queen's majefty, and what they majr gflhredhr 
** perform, of that they intend to offer fiw dicir 
** parts. — They intend to exjaoftulate vrtth ne 
^' hereupon. I have 'my'anlwer ready enough to 
"them/* : i. 

By fuch t^, as I have of kte lud with the 
lord James and LethingiOn, Ipeitetvtthat they^ 
are of mind, that immediately of the noEt coii- 
vention, I fhall repair to you with their detertm* 
^^ nation and refolutioh in all pujrt)o^ wfaet^ 
^^ your honour's advke is eameflly and ihcMt^ 
^* looked for. *^- The lord dF Lethington feavvtt 
^^ nothing at this tinhe unwritten, that he thinlE^ 
^' may be able to iatisfy your defire in knowledge 
" of the prefent ftate of mings here.** 
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We fee, fron^ this letter, that the affeAed pre^ 

tence of thofe perfons for aflbciating tHemfelves^ 

*^and carrying on dus imderhand treacherous intel*^ 

ligence and correfpondence with En^nd, was 

their ftars from Mary oa her anfval la faerown' 
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dominions. How falfe thcfc pretences were, may 
be judged from the conduct of this deluded prin- 
cefs, who, immediately on her arrival, threw her- 
felf into the arms of thefe very men, Murray, Mor- 
ton, and Lcthington, who, notwithftanding they 
had the fole power in their hands, ftill continued 
to carry on their treacherous underhand practices 
with England. 

In the abftraft of Randolph's letters to Cecil, 
now in the Cotton library, we find, in one of them, 
of the nineteenth of June, 1563, thefe words: 
*' If any fufpefted letters be taken on the border, 
•* open them not, but fend them to my lord of Mur- 
*• ray, of whofe fervice the queen of England is 
" fure." 

We now proceed to unfold fome ouvert afts of 
Murray, in profccution of his view of difturbing 
the government and feizing the reins into his own 
hands. 

The queen's purpofe to marry the lord Darnley, 
in the year 1565, was an event which feemed to 
crois Murray's ambitious views, in placing a 
maftcr over him for the prcfcnt, and by the profpefl: 
of the queen's ifTue, cutting off all his hopes for 
the future. For preventing this marriage, a con- 
fpiracy and aflbciation was tormcd, of which Mur- 
ray was at the head, to leize the queen and lord 
Darnley at the kirk of Beith, on their return from 
Perth, on the firft of July, 1565, to fend her a 
prifoner to the callle of Lochlevin, and either to 
murther i)r tolcize Darnley, and fend liim prifoner 
to England. We Ihall iVate the evidence, and 
leave the reader to judge forhimfelf. 

Randolph, queen Elizabeth's miniftcr af: ^i^- 
burgh, from his letters, which are ftill extant, ap- 
pears to have been deeply engaged with the con- 
fpirators in this plot* In his letter of the third of 

' June, 
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June, he thus writes to Cecil ; " People have 
*' fmall joy in this their new mailer, and find no-^ 
•' thing, but that God muft find him a fliort end^ 
•' or them a miferable life. The dangers of thefc 
*' he now hateth are great 5 but they find ibme 
*' fupport, that what he iiuendeth to others, may 
" light upon himfclf." 

In his letter of the fecond of July, he writes thus 
to Cecil : *^ With my lord of Murray I have lately 

* fpoken ; he is grieved to fee the extreme folliesf 
' in his fovereign •, he lamenteth the date of the 
' country, that tendeth to utter ruin ; he fearetl^. 
' that the nobility fhall be forced to aflfemble 

* themfelves together, to do her honour and re- 

* verence, as they are in duty bound ; but, at 

* the fame time, to provide for the date, that it 
' do not utterly perifh. — ^The duke, the earl of 
' Argyle, and he, Murray, concur in this device^ 

* many others are like to join them in the feme r 
' what will enfue, let wife men judge." 

How the ruin of the ftate was to eafue from the 
queen's marriage, at this time, or what her follies, 
were, is not fo eafy to be gudfed at. That ther 
queen's marriage was a very great bar in the way. 
of Murray and his party, is extremely obvious ^ 
and, for that reafon, that the moft dcfperate re- 
medies were put in execution by them, to prevent 
its having effeft, is very apparent. At this very 
period, however, it is acknowledged, by all our 
hiftorians, that the queen was greatly beloved by 
her people, that her government was mild and un- 
exceptionable to all. This Mr. Robertfoa candidly 
acknowledges. 

The only grievance, therefore, here complained 
of by Murray and Randolph the En^ifh minliler, 
feems to be, that the queen fhould think of mar* 
riage at all, at this conjunfture> which they forefaw 

might 
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might jnif an end to that party in the F.ngliin in- 
tcrcll, which t.hraborh chciilhcJ. and kept up, 
for hcT Ichcmr in ditUnbinct the o^ovornmcnt, a:ui 
of which Murray, for his own private view5, was 
at the head. 

What lengths this allociation was relblved to gi\ 
in profecution of their fcheme to prevent the mar- 
riage, we proceed to unfold. 

Randolph thus wri'ics to Cecil in his f.iid letter of 
the fecond ot lulv : *^ Darnlev's behaviour is fuc!u 
** as he is run in contempt of all men, even o{ 
'^ thole that were his chief friemls : what ihall bc- 
**• come of him I know not ; but it is greatly to 
** be feared, that he can have no Ions: life amonq: 
** his people/' 

Here ib a prediction which, without the gift of 
prophecy, Randolph might very lately make from 
what follows in his letter to Cecil : ** The quef- 
" lion,'* lavs he, ** has been afked me. Whether, 
** if they, Parnley and his father Lennox, were 
** delivered to us at liervvick, we woi:ld receive 
** themr 1 anlwereJ, We would receive our own 
*'^ in what lort foever tliey came into us;" i,c. deaci 
*' or alive." 

'l'l\is conipiracy being detected by the queen, 
the very ^.iay before it was concerted to have been 
put in execution, ihe, with atiiilance of the earl 
ot Aihol, and what nien he eould inilantiv raife, 
m.Klc' a tiulvlen march to I'.dinburt^h. which en- 
tinly dirconccrted Murray and hia confederates^ 
i:i !•> much th.:r, feeing tliemlelves detected, they 
made their rctre.it to Sririing, where they ailcm- 
bled iiu-ir il:cnj:fli, anci loon after took arms, and 
role in optn rctxliif>n again'.V their lovcreign. 

1 his open at:cn»p: a;^pcared to be lb unpro- 
voked .tnd uniuiL:fiaL>!e :o the wliole nation, thac 
the queen, iccoiiuCM by licr whole people, found 
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it an eafy mattier to crufli' Murray and Jbis defpcrate 
party, who for refuge fled into England. 

The defperate refcdution of Murray and hi$ 
party, by thus rising in open rebellion againft their 
fovereign, is thus opened to us by their confident 
Randolph, the Englifh minifter, in l^is letter to 
Cecil at this very time, the third day of September, 

" The lords were fprced from Edijniburgh. — 
*' The queen fufpeifts Morton, yet hath he not the 
*' wit to leave her. Sheweareth a piftol charged 
*' when in the 'field ; arid of all her troops, her 
** hufband only has gilt armour, -HDivers of the 
" other fide are appointed to fct upon the queen's 
^^ hufband, and eitner kiU him or die themfelvte* 

They expeft relief from England: much pro* 

mifed, but little received nis yet. If her msyefty 
^' will now help them, they doubt not^ but one 
" country will rcceivfe both the qu^en*.** 

We iball only add one telftimonj mote ; diat 
is, no lefs than the affirmation or mdk pf the 
Scotch nobility : annoDg whpm wns the earls of 
Argyle, Rothes, and the |(Htl Boyd, who at i^ 
joined with Murray, but afterwards fuliiniiaiedy 
and were pardoned by the queen, and muft have 
certainly have known the truth of what they fub** 
fcribed to s^nijb Murray, their affiiciate^in this 
affair. Their affirmation is in thefe words : , >^ That . 
^^ he, Murray, at this time confpired the (laughter 
^' of the lord Darnley, acid to have imprifoaed 
^' her highnefs in Lochleyin, and ufurped the go* 
*' vernment." 

Thus have we full and clear prpQf, from the 
concurrent teftimonies of the conipirators tbem-^ 
felves, of a plot and confederacy il^ri^ed by Mjir- 
ray and his party for fubiirerting the ^vepmeni^ 

dethroning queea;Mary» JMn4.miUYie]:i9g the lonf 
Vol. II. P d Darnley s 
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Darnlcy ; and this carried into execution by an 
open rebellion, headed by Murray, which queen 
Mar)' was lb luccefstul as to cnifli, and oblige him 
to fly the kingdom, and to take reftige under 
queen Elizabeth, whole ftiare in this enterprize 
Icems lufficiently proved by the preceeding tefti- 
monies. 

What motives may we not in our turn aflc, 
could induce Murray, at this time, when the 
kingdvini was in univerfal peace and quiet, under 
the mild government of his benetaftrefs, who had 
railed him to the height of power next to hcrlelf^ 
and trulled him with the adminillration of all 
liflairs, thus, unprovoked, to form a plot to de- 
throne her, and murther her hufband ? What 
elle, furcly, but that inordinate luft of power and 
ambition, to let himl'elf at the head of the govern- 
ment, and to rule alone ; which ever has been» 
anil will be, a tempting motive to ambitious men 
to break through the ftrongeft ties, and commie 
the worit of crimes ! And, although Murray 
fiiiled at this tin^e in his attempt, yet, by per- 
fcvering in his Icheme, and laying his plan deeper, 
he Ibon after was luccelsful. 

Malum minatum et damnum fecutum, lay the 
lawyers, is a moll certain prefumption of guilt, 
wiiich nothing but the moll j^ofitive evidence of 
the contrary, can remove. Of the malum mina- 
tum by Murray to the lord Darnley, carried even 
into execution, it is impoJlible to produce a more 
glaring proof than by the preceeding teftimonies*^ 
nor was the actual murder of that prince lb very 
remote from this period, as to remove that pre- 
fumption. 

Murrav's rebellion and baniihment was in Oc- 
tober, 1 ;6.- ; and Darnley's murder happened in 
tlic beginning of tlic year 1567, on the tenth ot 

Febru- 
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February ; that is, fcarce fixteea months di- 
ftant, and within lefs thart eleven months after 
Murray was recalled from his banifliment. 

What explanation the earl of Murray was pleafecl 
to give to queen Elizabeth, his friend and confi- 
dent, of the conferences, held by him in the 
caftle of Craigmillar, we are yet to learn. There 
is no doubt that he thought himfelf very fafe in 
the hands of that princefs, to whom, he tells us 
upon oath, that he had unbofomed himfelf ^ and 
therefore, it would appear, he thought no body 
elfe had a title to hear his tale. 

Thus far we fee, from this extraordinary anfwer 
of Murray, that he does not deny the conferences 
and propofal alledged to have been made by him 
and Lethington, as the earls of Huntly and Ar- 
gyle have declared in their proteftation. It there- 
ibre muft appear fufficiently convincing, to any 
unprejudiced perfon, that what thefe noblemea 
have affirmed is true. 

We therefore fhall leave to every perfon to judge 
for himlelf of the propriety of the inference thefe 
noblemen draw from thence, of Murray and Le- 
thington' s guilt, and acceffion to the murder of the 
lord Darnley, which was committed within a few 
weeks of their propofal to make the queen " quyte 
" of him." 

Of this proteftation, as it is called, of Huntly 
and Argyle, we have a copy prelerved in the 
Cotton library, with the original of Murray's an- 
fwer, figned by himfelf, James Regent, pafted on 
the back of the proteftation. 

The differtator endeavours to ftiow that there 
never was any original of the proteftation figned 
by Huntly and Argyle, what is extant being, as 
he is pleafed to allcdge, only an intercepted copy, 
contained in a letter fent by the queen to thefe 
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two noblemen to make out and lign. What is 
extant, is acknowledged to be no more than a 
copy unfubfcribed : but that can be no proof fhat 
there never did exift an original. Queen Mary 
liad very good rcafon not to truft the original of k> 
important a writing with fccretary Cecil, or even 
with his miftrefs Elizabeth, after the manifcft par- 
tiality flie had already dilcovered againfl: her. 

But, although the original of this paper does 
not at this day appear, yet we have an authentic 
evidence to the truth of the fatts contained in it; 
not only figned by Huntly and Argyle, but like- 
wife attcfted by thirteen other peers of the highelt 
rank in Scotland, dated the twelfth of September, 
1368. After relating the murther of Rizio, and 
ihc banilhmcnt of Morton and his aflbciates upon 
tli.it account, it proceeds in thefe words : ** And 
*' hearing oi- the young behaviour, thro* fulage 
" counfal of hir (the queen's) hu(band, thay 
'* caufit mak offers to our laid fovereign lady, gif 
*' hir grace wald gif remiflioun to them that were 
*"' baniflicd at that time, to find caufes of divorfe, 
*' or then to get him convid of treafon, or what 
" otherway to diipatch him, which altogether hir 
" grace rcfufed, as is manifeltly known/* 

It is nccdU-fs to ufe further arguments while wc 
have* the bed authorities to fupport this writing of 
1 luntly and Argyle •, no lefs than that of fecretarf 
Cecil himfclf VVe have already faid, that, on 
tl.c back of the copy of the proteftation in the 
C otton library, is palled the original anfwer to it, 
lh?;ncd by the carl of Murray ; and at the foot of 
thi." is written, by fccretary Cecil's own hand, this 
noiaiulur.i : *' 19th January 1568, An anfwer of 
*' rhe earl oK Murray to a writing of the carl of 
*' liuntly aiul Argyle." 

Within 
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Within a few days after the conferences in the 

m 

caftle of Craigmillar, viz. on ChriftmaS, 1566, 
the queen was prevailed upon to grant a pardon to 
the earl of Morton, and to the number of feventy- 
five of his accomplices in Rizio's flaughter. This 
v^as the previous and neceffary ftep of the con- 
federates to the grand enterprize, which foori ' 
after, upon Morton's appearing again in the feene, 
was to take place. 

Upon the ninth of February, 1567, the earl of 
Murray afFefted publicly to aflc leave to go from 
court to his houfe in St. Andrew's, on pretence 
that his wife was in danger of an abortion. And 
the next morning, the tenth of February,, the 
king's houfe was blown up with gunpowder, and 
his body found dead. 

Before we go further, it may not be improper 
to make a ftop here for a little, and call back our 
attention to two fafts that have occurred in the 
preceeding narration, which appear to throw 
fome light upon the dark affair of Darnley's- 
murther. 

It is told us, by all the hiftorians, and parti- 
cularly by the lateft. Dr. Robertfon, that, in the 
end of Oftober, 1566, about three months be- 
fore lord Darnley's murder, he intended to have 
left the kingdom, and to have gone into foreign 
parts, and with great difficulty was diflTuaded from 
this purpofe by the queen. 

The other fa<5t to be obferved, is the propofal 
made by Murray and Lethington to the queen in 
the caftle of Craigmillar, to procure a divorce be- 
tween her and Darnley •, which propofal the queen 
utterly rejefted. 

Now, as both thefe incidents happened within 
fo fhort a time of Darnley's murder, and at a time 
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when his behavir)iir to the queen was moft {hock- 
ing ; if the queen had truly hrcn dcfirous to get 
rid of her hull and, is ir natural to conceive, that 
fhc (hould have rejefted both thcfc opportunities of 
bc'in{.^ fo efiertually freed from him without trou- 
ble, and rather chufe to involve hcrfeif in the hor- 
rid crime of his- murder ? 

Shouhl we lu{)|)oie, that the rcafon of her rc- 
jecVmg tlie j^ropolal of the divorce, might proceed 
from an ap|)rehennon of injurinj^ her fon?s title, 
wliich it is improbable that a woman, fo wicked 
a<j to be m'-ditafim?; the death of his father, could 
be much ;dnded wlih. Yet l)arnley*$ projcft of 
p;oinfj; abroad, nor only im\\ her from thfc com- 
pany of a troubleloHK* hufhimd ; but likewifc, if 
we can fuppofe her as wicked as her enemies have 
jifl'-rted, an'oidrd Iier many o])portunities, cither 
of ke<'[)i 'f^ liini out of the klnj^dom, or of con- 
Ji)iring iii.s dcatli at a diRancc, by unknown 
hands. 

We fliall now proceed to examine the conduct of 
Murray and his confederates, fubfequent to the 
rnurderof lord Diirnley. 

Murray, we have feen, rhofe the very day be- 
fore the murder to withdraw from court, and to 
go over the Forth to his calVIe of St. Andrew's. 
Soon after he returncil to court, and, with Both- 
well, Morton, J.cLljington, and their party. Was 
in high favour and conlkhrnce with the queen. 

It is generally allowed l)y hillorians, that the 
carl of liothwell wns onr. of the principal aftors 
in i!ie kin^r's murder. 'J "he earl of Morton and 
1-ethington, as wc fliall afierwards (hew, were both 
of them acceffories, and privy to that black affair;, 
and Morton in Iiis confellion, as delivered to us at 
his death, cJ.prefly acknov/k-dges, that Bothwcll 
acquainted hun with the bloody dcfign. 

. Wc 
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We have no diredt evidence, indeed, that Mor- 
ton and Lethington communicated this affair to 
their friend Murray. We fhall therefore leave it 
to the impartial reader, upon weighing all circum- 
ftances, to judge for himfelf of the probability of 
their concealing this fecretfrom their bofom friend, 
hitherto fo clolely affociated with them ; and who 
was himfelf, according to their fchemes, to be the 
chief gainer by Darnley's death. — The part Mur- 
ray was to play, as laid down by Lethington in 
the caftle of Craigmillar, was, " to look through 
*' his fingers, and behold their doings, faying no- 
" thing." 

The general report having loaded Bothwell with 
the murder of Darnley ; the earl of Lennox, by 
feveral letters, addrefled the queen, to bring Both- 
well, and other fufpected perfons to trial. The 
queen accordingly gave orders for trying Bothwell, 
as guilty of the murder ; and, by a letter of the 
twenty- fourth of March, requefted Lennox to re- 
pair to Edinburgh, with his iriends, the approach- 
ing week. 

After this, we find the earl of Murray prefent 
at court till the ninth day of April, two days be- 
fore Bothwell's trial was to proceed ; when, having 
obtained leave of the queen, he departed for 
France. Having lent his afliftance in preparing 
matters for the farce that was foon to follow of 
Bothwell's trial, he moft ftriftly adhered to his 
plan of retiring himfelf from the fcene, leaving his 
faithful aftors, Morton and Lethington, to per- 
form the aftivc part of the drama. 

On the twenty-eighth of March, we find the 
queen defiring the advice of her nobles and privy- 
council ; and the aft of council of that day or- 
dains trial to be taken againft Bothwell, upon the 
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twelfth day of the April following, before the high 
court of jiiftice at Edinburgh. 

Befides the above letter of the queen to Lennox, 
of the twenty-fourth of March, defiring his im- 
mediate prcfence, with his friends, at Edinburgh, 
the aft direfts public intimation to be made to the 
carl, to attend on the faid twelfth of April, the day 
of trial. 

Lennox, in confequence of thefe intimations, 
fet out from his houfe near Dumbarton, which was 
but forty miles diftant from Edinburgh, and came 
to Stirling, from whence he wrote to the queen 
upon the eleventh of April, the very night before 
the triaK cxculing himleif for not appearing there* 
on account, as he pretended, of his tailing lick on 
his journey. At the fame time he complained of 
the fhortncfs of time allowed him for convcening 
his friends, and requefted the day of trial to be ad- 
journed. This fudden change and refolution of 
the carl of Lennox coming rather too late, the 
trial notwithfianding proceeded. 

It has been thought by many, that the whole 
procedure, at this trial, was altogether a fham, in 
confequence of a premeditated fcheme, contrived 
to have Bothwell acquitted, and the whole ma- 
naged by Morton and his party. 

The next event, brought about by the manage- 
ment of the very fame perfons, headed by Morton* 
is the famous bond figned by him and the other 
nobles who at that time attended the parliament. 
In which deed they aflert Bothwell's innocence, 
they promife to ftand by him and fu'pport him with 
their lives and fortunes ; and, to fum up all, they, 
with one voice, recommend him to the queen, as 
the moft proper perfon fhe could chufe for a huC- 
band -, and, if fhe would deign to elevate him to 
that high rank, they undertake to promote the 
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marriage^ and fuppolit Mm with thckwhok power 
^ainft all mortal. 

^^ This infamous bond^^' £tys doAor Roberdba 
very juftly, " leaves a deeper ftain, than any 60- 
^^ currence of that age, on the honour and darac^ 
" ter of the nation/* 

This bond is faid, by the earl of Murray's party, 
to have been procured by Bothwell in the following 
manner : The parliament was diflblved on die 
nineteenth of April, that night Bothwell invited 
the whole nobiUty to an entertainment \ when, 
having filled the houfe with his friends, and fur- 
rounded it with armed men, he, by that nieans, 
prevailed with all that were prefent to lign thft 
bond. 

It is fcarce poffible for the wit of man to devife 
words more binding by every tie, human and di- 
vine, than thofe of the bond, fubfcribed bv Mor- 
ton and the Scotch nobility^ in order to inwce tlie 
queen to this ill advifed and £ital marriage. Yet, 
what a fhocking refledion upon the human heart I 
is it, to think,v that even Morton himiclfy one of 
the principal ringletders in the aflfociadjon^ flioultl 
within little more than a month of tliis tosSt foh- 
lemn deed, rife in arn^s againft his ibvereigpn,' head 
a rebellion, and dethrone and impriibn her, uJxmi 
thi3 remarkable pretext. That, by her ungodlie 
and difhonourable proceeding, in a priviie mar* 
riage with (Bothwell) fuddenly and unprovifitly,-^ 
it is certain ihe was privy, art and pait, of the 
murder of the king. 

The moft exceptionable ftep in queen Maiys 
condud, appears to be, her cooientiin; to marry 
the earl of Bothwell,. the peribn aiperfed with be** 
ing concerned in the murder of the lord Darnky, 
That Mary believed him innocent, and that the 
ilrange ajQbciation of the nobility in his favQur^ 
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muft have ferved to confirm her in that opinion, 
mull be acknowledged. At the fame time, to 
acquit her of indifcretion, in giving way to his 
foUicitation in his favour, and fuffcringherfelf to be 
prevailed with to follow fo imprudent a meafure, is 
a talk we (hall not attempt. That fatal ftcp gave 
to her enemies, who lay in wait to undo her, every 
advantage, and haftencd her ruin. 

Nofooner was this unhappy marriage concluded, 
than Morton, Lethington, and the reft of the 
party, hitherto the pretended friends and adherents 
of Bothwell, began quickly to throw off their 
mafks ; thefe very men, the affociates of Morton, 
who had been the chief inftruments employed in 
the mock trial, and acquitting of Bothwell for the 
murder of the king •, who had brought about the 
infamous bond, affcrting Bothwell's innocence, 
addrclTing the queen to marry him, and folemnly 
binding and engaging themfclves to fupport him 
with their lives and fortunes •, thefe were the men 
who, immediately after the marriage, formed an 
afTociation againft the queen and this very Both- 
well ; and, lo cloft'ly had they carried on their 
meafures, that, within three weeks after the mar- 
riage, they were ready to have made the queen 
and Bothwell prifoners in her own palace. 

The queen and Bothwell having a hint given 
them of the confpiracy againft them, they, on the 
fixth of June, made a very narrow efcape from 
Holyrood houfc, and came to the earl of Bothwell's 
caftle of Borthwick, from thence they went to 
Dunbar -, and, in a few days after, the queen 
having haftily called together a handful of fuch of 
her fubjefts as could be eafily conveened, flic and 
Bothwell marched towards Edinburgh, and were 
met by the earl of Morton and his party, with a 

far 
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far fuperior force at Carberry hill, about five miles 
from that city. 

Many of the nobility, fiich as Athol, Mar, and 
others, from a real conviftion of Bothwell's being 
principally concerned in the late king's murder, 
and apprehenfion of danger to the young prince, 
had by this time joined with Morton and his 
party. 

An interview was brought about between the 
queen, and fir William Kirkaldy of Grange, on 
th^ part of the rebels, who required no other terms 
than thofe of her difinifling Bothwell from her 
prefence, and promifing, on that condition, all du- 
tiful obedience to the queen. She, relying on the 
faith of this treaty, and to avoid bloodfhed, di- 
reftly went over to the oppofite army, and deli- 
vered herfelf implicitly into their hands. How 
well thefe gentlemen kept their faith, fhall be 
fliown. 

Dr. Robertfon has, in very ftrong colours, 
painted the vile indignities offered to this unfor- 
tunate prince's, and the fhocicing fpeftacle exhi- 
bited to an influenced rabble, of a crowned head, 
dragged along the ftreets of hef own capital like a 
maktaftor. As the pifture is mafl:erly and well 
painteJ, the reader will not be difpleafed with a 
view of it in this place. 

The do£lor introduces his narration in thefe 
words: '' As foon as Bothwell retired, Mary fur- 
'*- rendered to Kirkaldy, who conducted her to- 
" wards the confederate army : the leaders of 
*' which received her with much refpeft, and Mor- 
*^ ton, in their name, made ample profelTions of 
" thc^ir future loyalty and obedience. But flie was 
" treated by the common foldiers with the utmofl 
** inlbkiicc and indignity, they poured upon her 
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** all the opprobrious names commonly bellowed 
" on the lowcft and mod infamous criminals. 
*' Wherever fhe turned her eyes, they held up bc- 
*' fore her a ftandard, on whch was painted the 

dead body of the late king, ftretched on thle 

ground, and the young prince kneeling before 

it, and uttering thefe words, ' Judge and re- . 

venge my cauie, OLord!' 

" Mary turned with horror from fuch a fhock- 
** ing fpectacle ; ihe began already to feel the 
" wretched condition to which a captive prince is 
" reduced. She uttered the moft bitter com- 
" plaints ; (he melted into tears, and could fcarce 
" be kept from finking to the ground. 

'* The confederates carried her towards Edin- 
*' burgh — the ftrects were covered with multi- 
" tudes, v/hom zeal or curiofity had drawn toge- 
" ther to behold fuch an unufual fcene. The 
*' queen, worn out with fatigue, covered with 
*' dult, and bedewed with tears, was expofed as' a 
*' fpeftacle to her own fubjedis, and led to the 
*' provoft's houfe ; and, notwithftanding her in- 
^^ treaties, the fame ftan^lard was carried before 
" her, and the fame inluks repeated." 

The doftor adds : " The people beheld the 
" deplorable fituatlon of their Ibvereign with in- 
" fenfibility ; and, fo ftrong was their perfuafion 
*' of her guilt, that the fuGerings of their queen 
" did not in any degree mitigate their refent- 
" ment, or procure her that fympathy which is 
" feldom denied to unfortunate princes." 

On this pathetic defcription of Dr. Robertfon, 
we fhall beg leave to make a remark or two : He 
is pleafed to fay, that Morton and his friends, the 
leaders of the band, received the queen with 
much refpeft, and made ample profeflions of their 
future loyalty and obedience, but that the com- 
mon Ibldiers treated her with infult and indignity ; 

and, f 
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and, according to the dofbor, we are 'to iitidcr- 
ftand, that all the infults and, indignities ofl^»^ 
to the queen, were fro)n the common foBiers and 
the mob. But a very Kttle attention to the cir- 
cumflances attending this affair, will eafilv con-^ 
vince us, that Morton and his aflbciates, tne leah 
ders, conduded the whole ; and that the moby .- 
who thus openly infulted their fovereign^ were in- 
fluenced and Ipirited on by thett^. 

Neither the mob, nor the ibldiers, could have ^ 
diredbed the queen to be expofed in fb indecent a 
manner, carried along the ftreets of Edinburgh, 
and lodged in the provoft or mayor's houfe, ' wiudi 
was fituated m the upper or higher part of die citn 
when the queen's own palace of Holyrood-kouKS - 
was fituated at the lower or eaft end of the dtjr, 
and direftly in the road from Carberry-hiU. iThc . 
Ihocking ftandard too, a device preiHoufly coA« , 
trived to influence the rabble agaunft their queeii» 
was above the^reach of thpught or invehtion o{ a ; 
blind mob, and, to demonftration On ^ froi!ii 
what quarter it came, and that nothii in 5 
power of human invention, was oikutted 
ton, and his aflbciates, to influei^ce the h 
ing commonalty again^ their queen, to extu t 
every fentiment of pity or compaflion for i an* I'- 
fcrable fituation to which they had i la 
and to e^tcite them to mvt thbir ajQent tJ m 
violent meafures which were ibon to yw. > 

It does not appear, that the doftor any ith 
thority for his conclufion, ** That the ; te wwc 

fo ftrongly perfuaded of the aueen'sgv > chat 

they beheld her fuBerings wim tnfenm y^ and 
^ ' did not in the leaft rnitinte their re&nttnent.'^ 

He quotes Melvin and Buckanan, in ndther'of 
which authors is fuch a psuQage to be fbtindrv' to 
the contrary, even Buchanan mnilelf g^ves a vcffj - 
different coiiclufion to the ftory : ^Cumv^tOila- / 
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•* crymalniiid:i, i)rr fmcniiini in publicum prof- 
•' jmTirr, ct coru urlir; popiili c<> (icrcr, nccdc- 
•* rllriir, (]\ii liiinc Iiibitain fortuna: mutattonenY 
^^ coniinilrrarcnriir, vrxillo, quod diximusy ob 
" ocidos cxpofiio, Ihuiin (Htlulli fcncllra, fc intro 
" proripuit.'* 

'j'hus .iucniMt cxadly nfTicrs with Crawford's ma- 
nufa'ipt ; tlir words ol \vliii:h arc : ** 'Jlic honcfter 
*' lorl :iinon/!; ihr i:i!i/A:ns, (hinji; wiili rcniorfc ami 
•* pity, crowded to tlir pliux, and had certainly 
** ii'i. her al libcriy, IT tlir ('onlpiraiors, who knew 
** iUr honcll tempi r ol" ihc (puTn, had not, with a 
•*■ wi'll-fri|^ned f\\\i'l\ protellciU they were lorry 
•' ihcy had f^jivrn her Inch cauli: ot complaint, and 
•* that I hey would inllanily rcllorc her to her pa- 
•* lace ol' 1 lolyrood honfe.'* 

*rhis ihey accoriliii/dy did that evening; but, 
to prevent any aitemj>i of a relcue, flic was, fays 
hidiop Kelly, *' in the nii»;ht jmvily conveyed, and 
•' witli halle, in dil/^uiled apparel, to the (Irong 
*M'ortrels of I.ocldeviii, anil, after a few days, 
'* Urij^pcd and Jpoiled of all her princely attirc- 
*' nient.s, and clothed with a coarfc brown caf- 

We have only to add, that the perfon who un- 
tlcriook the inl'amous offuc ol' carrying his fovc- 
rei}\n a captive to her jnilon, was the lord Lindfliy, 
Morton's dole iVicnd, who hail been a confederate 
wiih iinn in tiie imirder oi Ri/io, for which the 
cpieen hail fM-ncroully pardoned them both, and 
ree.il'ed tluin iVoin b.iiulhincnt only fix months 
b( inii' this period. 

'Ilie [Hricrur j'/iven o\n by Morton and -Ids af- 
{iui.ites lor iaLin;>, arms af^ainll the queen and 
Hoihwi'll, W.I'; lo levMi^ic the kin[j's death, and 
((» pr(;lc( lite 1.1". rniitdeiei;^, and cliieHy Hothwcll, 
wJiiMU ilie,- ailfifed to l)e the chief jTrlbn con- 
ceiMdhn It. N>M\vi(hilandin{>;, upon the queen's 
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delivering hejrfelf into their fagiuids AC Carberry^hiU^ 
on the fifteenth of Juhc,^ ^S^fy although they 
broke their faith to her, and fcnt her prifbner to * 
Lochlevin, yet they allowed the earl or BothweH 
to retire from the field almbll alone, without at- 
tempting to follow him. He went flraiffht to 
Dunbar caflle, where be quietly continued undi 
the 26th of June; atledl, of that date, we find 
an order of Morton and his council for fumiiion* 
ing " the keeper of DunbacgaiUe to furrender the 
*' fame, bccaufe the earl of Bothwell was rcfc^: atid 
** received within the faid cattle." 

This was furely a civil intimation for this ^Hedg- 
ed criminal to fluft his quarters •, how long after 
this he chofe to abide there, does not appear* 
Some time after, as high admiral of 6cotlan4 he 
went to fea, with fome few (hips under hi; com^ 
mand, and cruized along the northern coaft,^ till 
the eleventh of Auguft, that a commiflion was 
ifTued to Murray of Tullibardine and fir Williani 
Kirkaldycrf Grange, to provide Ihips, and •• to 
" purfue the earl of Bdtnwell, by fi» <» Ifuidf bf 
" fire and fword," In cohfequence of wUefa, n 
** fleet being fent after him, Bothwdl fled to the 
coafl of Denmark, where, by fome of the king of 
Denmark's fhips, he was taken prifbner and- cai^; 
ried to Denmark. ' ' -* 

They were glad (fays Crawford's mflCAi^pi^ , 
of his efcape from Carberry-hiU,^ fer no -man ' 
purfued him, nor did anyomr to attack him it 
*' Dunbar, whither he retreated and fbid at Idift 
'' fourteen days ; and, indeed, if Grange h^ 
*^ taken him at Orkneys it is^ more than prcrfjabfe 
^^ (lefl he had betrayed his accomplioes) thapt he 
*' had been facrificcd on the ^>ot.'* ^ •<• 

The confederates haying thus fecured chequeen 
a captive in their owta hands, and esoH^Ued Both-r 
well the kingdom, they compleated uieir fijieme^ 
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by wrcfting the reins of government from their 
fovereign, and feizing them into their own hands. 

What follows docs not belong to our prefent 
plan ; in which nothing more is intended than 
CO give fome comparatory delcants upon the 
different accounts given of this queen by hifto- 
rians. 

The part the confederates, widi Murray at 
their head, aftcd in accufing the queen of the 
murder of lord Darnlcy, before queen Elizabeth, 
by which Murray fecured himfelf, by Elizabeth's 
means, of the regency of the kingdom, has al- 
ready been Ihown. And thus matters refted as 
to any further enquiry after Bothwell, during 
Murray's life. 

After the death of the earl of Murray, the earl 
of I*cnnox, father to tiie lord Darnley, having fuc- 
ceeded him in the regency, he fent over, in the 
year 1570, one Thomas Buchanan, ashisminifter 
to the court of Denmark, to follicit that king to 
have the earl of Bothwell fent home and delivered 
up to him : this embafly had not the effeft of pro- 
curing the earl of Bothwell to be delivered up j wc 
learn, however, that Mr. Buchanan fent over an 
account of his tranfaftions to his mafter Lennox, 
which, it is probable, contained fome particulars 
from the mouth of Bothwell relating to the murder. 
Thefe, it would appear, were not thought proper 
to be expofed to light. 

The earl of Morton, at this time was at Lon- 
don, negociating to have queen Mary ftill detain* 
ed prilbner. It is probable, that this embafljr of 
Buchanan's to Denmark was not reliflied by him. 
J-Ie appears toliavc been fufpicious of fome difco- 
vtries from tiiat quarter. He had the addreis 
thicrefore, to intercept the above packet from Bu- 
chanan, and the boldnefs to open and penile the 

contents. 
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contents, though addrefled to his matter Lennox 
himfelf only : for proof of this faft, we have 
Morton's own letter to the regent Lennox ftill 
prcferved, though Buchanan's account from Den- 
mark is not to be found ; but, as Morton himfelf 
foon after fucceeded to the regency, this may 
eafily be accounted for: Morton's letter to the 
regent is in thefe words : 

" We refavit a letter written furth of Denmark 
^' be Mr. Thomas Buchanan to your grace, of 
'' date the twentieth of January ; and, becaufe we 
"judgit that fome things might be fpecifyed 
*^ thairin quhilk were expedient to be remembered 
** upon here ; we tuke the boldnefs to open and 
" read the letter, quhilk it may pleis'your grace 
" prefently to refaive, Thecaufe why it has been 
" fo long in fending was, that we thought not 
" beft to commit it to the throuch poft, or a com- 
" mon meflenger : for that we had na will the 
" contents of the fame fuld be known, fearing 
*' that fome words and matters mentioned in the 
*' fame, being difperfit heir as novellis, fuld rather 
" have hindered than furthered our caufe; and 
" thairfor, being defirit at court to (how the let- 
" ter, we gave to underftand, that we had fent 
*' the principal away, and deliverit a copy, omit- 
" tand fie thmgs as we thought not meet to be 
" (hawn, as your grace may perceive by the lilcc 
** copy, quhilk alio we have fent you herewith, 
" quhilk ye may communicate to fic as your grace 
** thinks not expedient to communicate the hail! 
'* contents of the principal letter unto.'* 

This letter is figned by Morton, and likewife 
by the abbot of Dunfermline and Macgill, two 
perfons whom we have already feen employed as 
ufeful inftruments to Murray and Morton, parti- 
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cularly as judges in the trial of this very Bothwell, 
and foon after employed as commiflioners in ac- 
cufing the qeccn at the conferences of York and 
Weftminfter. This noted letter, figned by thcfe 
three confederates, is dated the twenty-fourth of 
March, 1570, that is, above two months after 
the date of Thomas Buchanan's letter to Lennox: 
from which it is plain, that Morton and his aflb- 
ciates muft have kept this letter in their hands 
above a month, before they were pleafed to fend 
it down to Scotland to Lennox, to whom it was 
addrefled* 

For what purpofes Morton intercepted, and 
detained fo long this letter from Denmark in his 
hands, and why he was pleafed to deliver a faUc 
and imperfeft copy, even to his good friend 
queen Elizabeth, and her minifter Cecil, omitting 
fome matters, contained in this letter, that were 
not meet (as he acknowledges) to be fhown, feem 
to be pretty obvious ; and, it is left to others to 
determine, how far this whole manoeuvre of Mor- 
ton, with refpeft to the intercepting this packet to 
the regent, breaking it open, detaining it rorfcveral 
weeks in his hands before he fent it to Lennox, 
concealing the contents, and taking upon him to 
deliver to the Englilh court a falfe copy, or, indeed, 
to deliver any copy at all, docs not carry thr 
ilrongeft fulpicion, that the original letter fent 
from Denmark, contained matters of great im- 
portance relating to the murder, and particularly 
againft Morton liimfelf, and the whole party ; and 
if tor that reafon he might not have abftraAed 
part of the contents, and even falfified the origi- 
nal, which he was pleafed to fend to Lennox, for 
the fame very reafons which induced him to falfify 
the copy, which, he owns himfelt^ he gave in to 
the Engliili courc. 

The 
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The opening a letter from an embaflador at a 
foreign court, to his matter the regent of Scot- 
land, without authority, muft convince every* 
mortal, that Morton muft have been under the 
greatett inqu'etude and fufpicion, that the con- 
tents were of the utmoft importance, and contain- 
ed fome dangerous difcoveries relating to himfelf, 
which could induce him to venture upon fo grofs 
a praftice ; and, his keeping up the letter for fo 
long a time in his hands, under the poor pretence 
of not trufting it with a common meflenger, is a 
convincing proof, that, during that time he was 
pracllfing upon it, and that it was not without de- 
fign that he kept this letter all this while in his 
hands. 

Lennox continuing to folicit the king of Den- 
mark to fend over Bothwell to be tried, queen 
Elizabeth llkewife was pleafed to urge the fame 
requeft. That king, by a letter fent to the earl of 
Lennox, agreed to fend over Bothwell upon thefc 
conditions, that queen Elizabeth Ihould become 
bound, and likewifc the eftates of Scotland, by 
folemn writings, to be fent to Denmark againft 
the twenty-fourth dayofAuguft, 1571, that the 
earl of Bothwell Ihould have a fair trial. This 
letter Lennox fent to queen Elizabeth for her ad- 
vice, by a letter of the twenty fifth of May that 
year ; but the fecurity for Bothwell, demanded by 
the Dane, not being fent, that affair was of con- 
fequence dropt altogether. n 

We fhall add nothing here concerning the duke 
of Norfolk, as a particular account of ail that re- 
lates to his trial, has been given in the foregoing 
number. 

Murray having fufpefted Lethington as one 
that was in queen Mary's intereft; ** he appre- 
'' hended, (fays Crawford's memoirs, p. 133.) 
'' Lethington- had confpired with the duke of 
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" Norffjlk to rficd the rrfl oration of the banifhrd 
*' queen." Murray thcrdorc wanted to take him 
(jfF, as he had clone the duke oF Norfolk : in 
bringinj^ this about, liowever, it required all 
Murray's eunning and acUIrefs; Lcthington had 
been K.o lony his confederate lor Murray to ven- 
ture openly to provoke him to take a defperatc 
meiil'ure, and dildofe their joint fchcnies of ini- 
quity. It was neeefliiiy liieret'ore, that the accu- 
liuion a;.;.iinIL L; thingion lliould conic from ano- 
ilier (|iMrier. 

J he e.irl cjf Lennox was under no fuch rc- 
fbaint •, his dei)endani, the I'anigiis Thomas Craw- 
ford, whom he had before broui;ht as evidence 
a;;ainll the (lueen, n])i)(arrd Lefore Murray and 
his Cfuiiicil, iuul acfulcd J.^eihington as acceflbry 
to the late kin{,;;\s murder: i*ethingl.on was thcre- 
ii[)on impriloned. Sir William Kirkakly, of Grange, 
one of Leihin|rion's friends, was then governor 
oi* the calUe of lulinburi^h \ they both fulpedled 
Murray to be at the bottom of this fe heme, and 
told him fb. 

l..rthiii{Mon, and his friend (irangc, were nor, 
however, by Inu^otli l*p(M'( her, convinced of the 
fiiK'ciiiy of Murray's intention : a meflagc was 
lent hy (iranj;e U) the re{.^ent, deliring the like 
jullice to h(^ done upon tiie earl of Morton, and 
Mr. AKhil)ald j^^ou/dai. (iranj'^e himfelf of- 
iered to lijd-.t vriih i'onj'jas ami tlic lord Merries, 
with the ( ari orMnrion, on that head, "that they 
•' were in ilu- (ou/u. il, ajid conletjuently art and 
*' parr (.1" liu- kin.'fs murder." 

J i) I Ins ( hallv:n/;<» no anlv/er v/ns made: " only 
'Mhc M.\"/.nt iiiil continued to all<'d/*c, that the 
*' lords had taken J .el. hi nj/, ton againll his will." 
^ r.in/.'/-, l)ov/ever, tlioii/du it bell not to truft to 
Mun.;)\ i'air word:;, Jie ihereioie fent a party 

from 
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from the caftle, and took Lethington into his own 
hands ; and fo this affair ended. 

The earl of Murray being fhot, at Linlithgovr, 
in January, 1570, his friend, the earl of Morton, 
now at the head of the party, took upon ,him im- 
mediately thereafter to call a meeting of the nobi- 
lity, efpecially fuch, fays Crawford, as were the 
queen's enemies. The friends of the queen, upon 
this, defired the meeting'to be adjourned for fome 
time, that the whole nobility might have intima- 
tion and time to attend this convention. 

Notvvithftanding, Morton and his friends met 
on the day appointed, when the firft thing Morton 
got done, was an ad of the convention, abfolving 
fecretary Lethington from the late accufation 
brought againfl him, as acceflbry to the late king's . 
murder •, " and recognofcing him, as an honeft 
*' man, in his own place again; and as a good and 
*' profitable inftrument in this common weill." 
After this the earl of Lennox was declared regent 
of the kingdom. 

Notwithftanding this abfolution of Lethington, 
the very fame year the regent Lennox difmifled 
the fecretary from his offices; proclaimed him a 
traitor on account of the late king's murder ; and 
an aft of forfeiture was paiTed againft him. 

As Morton was the regent's chief minifter at 
that time, Lethington, with reafon, accufed Mor- 
ton as the caufe of his forfeiture. The letters that 
p.iif d between them on that head, which are ftiU 
■ pref-Tved to us, are curious, and give great light 
into this matter. Lethington wrote to his friend, 
the laird of Carmichael, the following letter, which, 
it appears, was jfhown to him by Morton : 

"He (Morton) was the chief procurer and fo- 
" licitor of my pretended forfeiture, for a crime 
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'' whereof he knows in hi^ confcience I was as in- 
" nocent an himfclf." 

Morton*s anfwcr to Carmiachel is as follows : 

*' When it (hall be confidered who had the gb- 
" vernment/ and for what caulc the forfeiture 
" pafled, I think they will not efleem me the 
" chief procurer or folicitor thereof; for, the earl 
** of Lennox bcir>g the regrnt, having the ad- 
*' miniftrati(m of juftice in his hands, and the 
" caiilc being the murder of the king his fon, it 
" might be well thought that there needed little 

*.' procuration or lolicitation. That I know him 

*' innocent in my confcience as myfelf ! the con- 
" trary thereof is true ; for I was and am innocent 
" thereof, but could not aflirm the fame of him, 
** coafidering wh.it I undcrllond of tliat matter of 
** his own corifefTion to mylclt." 

Thi«^ was vei y plain language between thefe con- 
frcieiatcs, now u|H)n the point of quarreling ; but 
they knew rhev v/ere flill in the hands of triends, 
IFMortc/P I'.iid hiinieif been entirely innocent, and 
kiicw Lethingion to Iiiive been g«nlty of the king's 
murder, wliat could induce him, in the aft of his 
convention, 1 570, to procure this murderer of the 
king to be then ablblved of the crime, and recog- 
nized as an honcfl man ? Only this, furely, that 
Lethingion, at that time, was his friend and con- 
federate ; afterwards it Teems he fell out with him, 
and had the influence with the regent lecretly to 
procure Lethington's forfeiture •, bur, for fear of 
])rovoking him to a full dilcovery of their joint 
crimivs, heduril not openly ad ngainft him. 

When we fee Morton ailing \w rliis underhand 
mannrr, with regard to Boihwell and Lethington, 
during the j-ov^ernment of the earl of Lennox then 
re^ienr, we miiy iulllv conclude that, when he 
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himfelf came to fucceed as regent of the kingdom, 
all care would be taken by him to ftifle and fmother 
every means of proof, and appearance of his 
guilt, during the many years of his regency, in 
which he afted without controul ; and, by the moft 
oppreffive meafures, had amafled a prodigious 
treafure, while he kept the young king, in a man- 
ner, a prifoner in his hands. As the king, however, 
grew up, and became capable to diftinguifh his 
friends, Morton, with regret, beheld them by 
degrees furround the king, while his own party 
droptoff from him : he chofe, therefore, to make 
merit of neceffity, by refigning the regency •, and 
he had no fooner taken that ftep, than an accufa- 
tion was brought againft him, to the king and 
council, as accomplice in the murder of the lord 
Darnley, the king's father. 

Morton was, upon the firft day of June, 1581, 
brought to a trial before his peers. The earl of 
Montrofe fat as chancellor : and, upon a full 
proof of the crime for which he flood indidlcd, 
they u n an i moil fly pronounced the following ver- 
dict : '^ The jury being ripely advifed with his in- 
*' ditcmcnt, the tokens infallible and molt cvi* 
dent, with the probations produced, and ufed 
for verfying thereof, did all, with one voice, 
find the laid earl of Morton guilty, art and 
part, in the foreknowledge, and concealing the 
'* king's murder.'* 

Vv hat v/ere the particular proofs and evidence? 
which appeared againll him, cannot with certainty, 
be known, the records being lofl. David Moyfe, 
a con temporary author, then one of the officers of 
the kioar's houihold, in his Memoirs thus informs 
us, That the jury of peers found Morton guilty, 
^' in rclpcvfl of ilindry evidences of his indictment," 
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" prelented to the jury, fome whereof were fub- 
" Icribed v/ith his own hand -, and that like- 
*' wile it was verified by the dcpofitions of feme 
" perfons that were aftors in that horrible faft.** 

Morton's chief inftrumt'nt and confident was 
one Archibald Douglas, whom, from being par- 
fon of Glalgow, Morton, after the murder of the 
king, had railed to the dignity of a lord of fcflion, 
and conflantly employed as a tool in all his affairs. 
This man was univcrlally known to have been 
one of the chief aftors in the king's murder. Up- 
on the carl of Morton's being accufed, this Doug- 
las, his confident, immediately fled out of the 
kip^^dom, and made his efcape. One of his fer- 
Vcinis, John Binning, was apprehended and brought 
to trial, for afiiiVing with his mailer in the murder. 
Binning, at his trinl, confcffed his being an ac- 
complice, and that lie was prel'ent with his mailer, 
Douglas, at the murder of the king, with this 
circumllance, that his mafter, being in his flippers, 
loft them, nnd they being found on the fpot ncv 
day, were known to be his. 

I'hc carl of Morton was condemned, and be- 
headed on the fccond of June, 1 58 1 ; and Binning 
was hanged the day after. 

We liave a narrative given us in Crawford's 
Memoirs, of what Morton is laid to have declared, 
as to his knowledcrc of the kinp;'s murder, while 
he lay under condemnation, 'i his narrative was 
pivcn out af:er his death, by fome of the clergy, 
wiio liad attended him a.'ter his condemnation. It 
is iil!cdj.;ed, by the writers on the queen's fide, 
that littiv: U'Mh ought to be given to this pretended 
narrativv, wl.icli is no v/ays authenticated as the 
gc:nuin'e confi'IIl()r. ot Morton himleif, butdcUvcred 
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CO us verbally, and at fecond haad^ bj his friends 
after his death. 

It is certain that Morton, at all times, found his 
account in keeping well with the clergy, wh(>, ia 
every turn of affairs, were his and Murray's great 
fupport. What difcoveries, therefore, he might 
have made at his death, or how far the narrative 
of his confeflion, as given us by thefe his friends 
only, is true, or if it contains the whole of what 
he truly did confefs, may be juftly called ia 
queftion. 

This confeflion, as given us by Crawford, is af 
follows : 

*' That, upon his return from England, whither 
" he had been banilhed for the murder of Ri2i(^ 
" Both well came to him at Whittingham, and 
" propofed the murder of the king to him, al^ 
" ledging it was the queen's defire to have him 
" difpatched, as the principal author of Rizio's 
" death ; and defired his afliftancc in the affair t 
*' to which he replied, that, if he (Bothwell) 
'* would bring it under the queen's own hand, he 
" might then probably engage in the bulinefs ; 
" but, that, though Bothwell often laboured to 
'' draw him in, and promifed to bring the queen's 
" ov/n hand writing, yet he had never been able to 
" procure any fuch thing; and, if he had, he 
(Morton) was refolved not to have meddled in 
it. As for Mr. Archibald Douglas, his coufin^ 
he faid, he knew he was engaged in the murder 
before it was committed ; and that, after it was 
don**, he told him, that he had accompanied 
" Boili'.vell and Huntly to the place, and alfiftedi 
*' thcni in the execution of the fadl/' 
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Morton pretended that he durft not tell the 
king, as he would have diicovered his auhor to the 
confpirators, and thereby his own life would have 
been in danger. 

It may be aflced, Could he not have revealed it 
then to the earl of Lennox, the king's father, 
and to his good friend the earl of Murray, and 
others of the nobility, who were at all times more 
than a match for Bothwell and his party, even 
though the queen had been in the confpiracy ? 
But this ftory of the queen's being in the plot, he 
had no reafon to believe from Bothwell's account; 
and he mud have been convinced of the falihood 
of his ftory, from his not being able to fhow him 
any thing under the queen's own hand, as his au- 
thority for faying fo. 

On the contrary, what was the part he a«Sbed ? 
Although he confcffes his knowledge of Bothwell 
and his coufm Douglas being the murderers, he 
was one of the moft aftive managers for the earl 
of Bothwell, in getting him acquitted at his trial 
for this very murder ; and foon after joined with 
fcveral of the nobility in fubfcribing a bond, aflert- 
ing his innocence of the murder, and that they 
would aflift and defend him with their bodies and 
goods againft all gainfayers -, and, finally, recom- 
mend him as a fit hufband for the queen. In the 
fame manner he adted with l^ethington : we have 
it fairly acknowledged by Morton's own hand 
writing, that he knew Lethington to have been 
one of the kin^s murderers-, notwithftanding, by 
the formal aft ot convention, he procures a reverfal 
of Lethington's forfeiture en that account, and 
obtains him *' to be rccognofced as an honcft 
" man." 

And, laftly, as for Douglas, his coufin, whom 
he alio confclTes owned to him his being an ail or 
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fti the murder; he alter t}iat;pionoi:ed hio) lii^ 1^ 
one of the lords of feilion, and. emplojfcd hi|i| as 
his confident and tool, Co the very day of his \m^ 
peachment, whenDouglas aiadenisacapei. 

But we have little occafion to argue here on pro- 
babilities, againft fo defe^uye an evidence as this 
, verbal confeilion of Morton, no ways authenti- 
cated, but delivered to us aticcond hand by id^ 
friends of the clergy, when we have a direct pxooi 
of hisadual guilt:/, to wit, the verdift of his 
peers, unanimoully finding him guilty, u|)on a 
pofitive proof brought, before theni, by writings 
fubfcribed by his own hand^ and likewile by ;he 
depofitions, as Moyie afiirAis, of perfoiis who weic 
aftors in that horrible foene. 

■• • 

Thus hav^ we, ftep by ftep^ traced the thm 
confederates, Murray, Morton, and LethrngtoOy 
through thefeveral m^zes of t^eir intrigues,, from 
the queen's return from France, to the fatal pe-^ 
riod of the murder of the lord Damley her hvS- 
band *, and from thence to the^death and execut^ 
of the earl of Morton, as accomplice in that 
murder, ^ * 

Firil, we have fhown, by the united teftimonies. 
of fir Nicholas Throgmorton, queen Elizabeth 
herfelf, Camden, and iecretary I^thingtcm'a <^w)i 
letter, that, on queen Mary's return from JEirBOce 
into Scotland, a plot was formed by Murnqr.<aiid 
Lethingcon, for having her ^tercepted ia^iifn^ 
voyag-i^, and made prifonet by the Engliih, . Id^* . 
der to fet Murray at the head of t^ie govern|nBJK^ 
and that a fleet was adually.Xent out by queen 
Elizabeth for that pucpoie. 

2. Th at, on Mary's refolution to marry the Ibrd 
Darnlcy, an infunedion was made to prevent it by 
the call of Murray and his adherchts, and an at- 
tempt 
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tempt to fcize her and Darnley at the kirk of 
Beitii ; which being friillratcd, an open rebellion 
was raifed, and headed by Murray, that termi- 
nated in his banilhmcnt. 

From the letters of Rantlolph, the Englifli mi- 
nifler, then at Kdinburj^h, who was acquainted 
by the confpirat^ors wiih rhc whole plot*, and like- 
wife from the ilrrlarali('»n of fome of the nobility 
who had joimd with Murray in that rebellion, it 
is jM'Ovcd, that their drlit^n was, at that time, to 
have fiain the lord Darnley, and to have fent the 
queen prilbner to I.orlilcvin. 

I. It is proved, 'i'har, whilci the queen was far 
advanred in her prcpn.incy, the anhlFination of 
Rizio was conipired bv Morton, and executed by 
a party of aimed men rulhinp; into her prclcncc 
and Ibabbing him at her very foot. And it is 
alfo proved, by tli<* lifknowlccij^ment of the con- 
fpirators, by Morton's kiter to (ir Nicholas 'I'hrog- 
morton, and by the earl of Murray's appearing at 
Fdinl>ur{^li within a lew lion s of tiie aifadlnation, 
nlthou[?;h he was then under banilhment in Eng- 
land, t!iat he and J .ethin<2;ton were deeply en- 
gaged with Morton in this alladination and con- 
ii>iracy. 

Jt is proved, by tlie aiithenrir declaration of a 
great part of tlie nob.liiy of Sooiland, in their in- 
itrucftiotis fent up to lMn!;lanil, anno 1568, and 
likewifc by the protelLitioa ami declaration of the 
carls of Hunvly atul Arf^yle, rliat, in order to 
nroetire Morton's bcin;'- n called from banifliment, 
onac count of RizioV. a([;i!uniii«>n, the earl of Mur- 
ray aiul LerIiinj?:ron, in prefcftcc of lluntly and 
\rgylr, ptopol'rcl to tl'-e queen, to procure a di- 
vorce from h':r hui1>an(l, and to tnake lier quit of 
him, which fnc rei<wi':cl : and, v/ilhin a fev/ weeks 

thcreafier 




Such is the comphcated evidence, that ai^pe^n 

againft the joint confederates, Muiraf, Moitf)^ 

and Lethington, preceeding lord P^rnley*^ mi|rr 

der, in which the earl of Murray is plainly point^ 

out to have been at the head, and ip the dire^id^ 

of the whole conipiracy, until the very period^ of 

the king's murder, that he withdrew hiinlet^ aia4 

loon after left the kingdom, and the maiitgein«|it 

of the fucceeding part of the icheme, to bi$iHefHU 

Morton and Lethington, who, by their reb^ll^ 

and imprifonment of the queen, fecured fpf him 

the regency of the kingdom. 

It muft ftiU, however, be ackfiQwkdged, ^hAt. 
there is no dire£fc proof of Murray's beipg a* 
a^^or in the murder of lord Damley : but, wbfim 
the whole of his condu^ which we have tra0B4' 
and dete&ed, is confidered, there appeam ^ 
ftrongeft prcfumptive evidence of bi» I;N:ing acc^ 
fory and privy to the whole aSair. 

Whoever then Ihall coniider the whole of Mur-. 
ray's condudt, his rebellions, plpts, and cQnfpiT 
racies ; and, that, by a conilant and invariahikp 
profecution of his pernicious plan, he at length 
obtained the full completion of his icheme, bf 
dethroning his fovereign, poflefling himfelf ofthc 
reins of government, and by that means having i% 
in his power to fmother and put out of the way aU 
proof or evidence that might tend to dilcover hiy 
own guilt, with the remarkable caution obferved 
by him, in taking care to withdraw himfelf fcom 
the fcene, at the precife time always when the de* 
cifive events were ready to fall out, muft, for theie 
reafons, plainly fee, that the foregoing^ prefump* 
tive proof againft Murray, from circumfbances, h 

the 
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the only one which, from the nature of thing^^ 
can at this day be expefted. To this, howevei% 
we may add a dircft proof of his ufing faUe evi- 
dence againft the queen, in the cafe of Nicholas 
Hubert, or French Paris^s confeflion, which has 
been (hewn to be falfe, and that the fame came 
direftly from the hand of Murray, 

The evidence is much ftronger, however, with 
regard to his two aflfociates, Morton and Lething- 
ton. The fame prefumptive proof as againft Mur- 
ray, not only appears againft them, but we have 
like wife a pofitive proot joined to it againft each 
of thefe aflbciatcs ; viz. the mutual retorted accu- 
fation of each of them againft the other, joined 
to the aft of forfeiture againft Lethington, by the 
regent Lennox, and the indiftment, verdidi and 
fentence, pafled by the peers of the kingdom 
againft Morton, as an accomplice in the king^s 
murder, together with his own confeflion, that he 
was in the knowledge of the murder. — So full and 
direft is the proof of their guilt. 

From all which it is fubmitted to the judgment 
of the reader, whether thefe concluiions do not 
naturally follow : viz. 

That, as it is proved, that the confederates, 
for taking away the king's life, were Morton and 
Lethington, the very perfons who afterwards 
brought an accuiation againft queen Mary for 
that very crime ; therefore Ihe herfelf could not 
have been in that confederacy, nor guilty of that 
crime. 

Secondly, As it is proved that Murray, Morton, 
and Lethington, had been, from the queen's 
coming to Scotland, joint confederates in a feries 
of plots, conlpiracies, and rebellions, againft her 
and her hulbant.), until the very eve of the king's 
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MARY Queen of SCOTS. 439 

murder. As they had unanimoufly accufed the 
queen, of that very crime, of which, it is proved, 
that, at leaft, Morton and Lethington were them- 
felves accomplices : and, as, in fupport of their ac- 
cufation, this triumvirate had produced fpurious 
and forged writings -, and, by all thefe means, 
had dethroned their fovereign, and pofleffed them- 
fclves of the government : for thefe reafons, there- 
fore, the three confederates, Murray, Morton, 
and Lethington, fhould be held, one and all of 
them, as guilty of the crime of which they had un- 
juftly accufed queen Mary, 
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AS many particulars of the hiftory of this un- 
fortunate nobleman are to be found in our 
former article^ we Ihall content ourlclvcs with giv- 
ing the reader a luccinrt account of the moft ma- 
tarial circumllances of his life. 

Thomas Howard, the third duke of Norfolk, 
was grandlbn of Thomas, the fecond duke of 
Norfolk, lord high-trealurer in the reign of king 
Henry A' III. and fon of Henry, earl of Suny, 
who was beheaded in the latter part of that mo- 
narches reign, for quartering the arms of Kdward 
the Confcllbr with his own, without the king*s 
permiflion. 

Tliomas, his fon, was born about the year 
1536, and, at the death of his grandfather, in 
1554, hicceeded to his title as duke of Norfolk; 
and the lame year, upon thx infurreftion of the 
people of Kent under iir Thomas Wyat, in order 
to o]^pole queen Mary's marriage with Philip, 
king of Spain, he was ient witii a fmall body of 
her majeily's guards, and about five hundred 
Londoneis, to quell tlie rebellion. 

Sl'.ortly after queen l^li::abeth's acceffion to the 
throiu\ liC w.is made knight of the garter, and 
lieurenant-«,e.x'i:\l of the northern parts of the 
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kingdom ; and, on the twenty-feventh of Febru- 
ary, 1559-60, concluded the treaty of Berwick 
between his majefty and the confederate Scots, to 
whofe afTiftance he marched in the May following 
with a confiderable reinforcement, in order to 
carry on the fiege of Leith, which was furrenderccl 
to him foon after by the treaty of Edinburgh. 

In the beginning of the year 1566, Charles IX. 
king of France, having empowered Monf. Ram- 
bouillet to confer the order of St. Michael on any' 
twoEnglifh noblemen that the queen fhould think 
•worthy of that honour, her majefty made choice 
of the duke of Norfolk and Dudley, earl of 
Leicefter, who were accordingly invefted with it 
on the twenty fourth of January. The ceremopy 
was performed in the royal chapel at Whitehall 
with great folemnity. 

In 1568, the duke was conftituted one of the 
commiflioners at York, for hearing the caufe of 
Mary, queen of Scots •, but, having liftened to 
the propofitions made to him by the billiop of 
Rofs, the earl of Murray, fir Nicholas Throg- 
morton, and the earl of Leicefter, for marrying 
her, he incurred the difpleafure of queen Eliza- 
beth, who, upon his return from the conference 
at York, expoftulated with him in very fevere 
terms for attempting fuch a marriage without hef 
knowledge; and commanded him, upon his^Ue* 
giance, to lay afide all thoughts of it. The duke 
folemnly promifed the queen to obey her orders ; 
adding, by way of flight to the queen of Scots, 
that his revenues in England were almoft equal to 
her revenues in Scotland ; and, that when he was 
at the tennis-court at Norwich, he thought him- 
felf upon a level with fome kings : but, Ending 
that the queen continued her refentment againft 
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h'mi ; iliai \Ur rA\\ nf Lricrnrrwsi'i in a msuinrr 
alimaird iVdin liiin, and thai thr ffrrairft imtt rif 
ilir nrilnliiy wa% l>rioinr cold ami rrf^ardlrh ol' Uh 
prilfin, \\r w:i'i Iri/cd with fjicat in(|uirnidr and 
dcjr/lion, and iiuinrdiatrly (inifird ilirKiiiri with 
out Iravr, havinfj; Iniinrd aclrlip.n to rr (idr ai Nor- 
with till lir (oiild liiid inranw to trinovr hrr ma 
jrllyN indip,naii<in by ihr inirn rlllon (if hi*: fVirndn 
and hi'iown hihinilhvr Irrirfi : Inn rrtiirnin|{ loon 
aiirr to I .undon, lir w.c; ap.ain rx:nninrd (oncnn- 
in/{ thr in.iiiiaf.;r, antl, haviti;/ (onlrltrd ino{] of 
thr ail i( Ir.'i laid to in; i iiaif.r, w.i'i (onnnidcdio 
ihr Towrr. 

I Ir waMrlral'tl \\nu\ thai iinpillonrnrnt lltr yrar 
Inllowiiif',, and |HM'inittrd lo rrtitr tri hin own lirnilr, 
ihr (liattri hoiiir, in thr < iillody oC iit^ I Irnty 
Ni'villr, npoti hr. .k knowlrdfdn|j; thai hr had 
at'it d iiiipiiidrhily, and rntninf.; into an rncj;ap;r- 
ninii iiiidrt hi'i h.uiil not to (oturin hitnlrlt ftn*- 
rhri ill thr- in;nii.i);r wilhoiii thr ([itrrn**! appro 
h.iiion. 

.SriirMiy (ceil, who wa'i hi*; (Virnd, ramrflly 

|)irlli'd liiiii to iii:uiy loiiir other Woman i\H looii 

a'i pMihlilr-, .itiil liy thai mtMii'. lo I'rmovc alH'uturr 
lulpic ioM. 

^ It vva*. tlw- opinion tA' in:iny, thai thr diikr wai 
rnlaij.'/(l iii«icly with .i vi'vv of involving, hio) in 

nrw and p.UMtci claii;'/'l'. -, hi*; i'cjiilidrnt'i lirinp;^ 

atcoiihtij; Id .L pi.ii'lifc loo (ointnon in couriN, 

losnipird to hrii.iy all hi J lr«irt'.j |oi\ in lhr 
y«'.ii I/,'/!, .lililc nvuy wa'i iiiajh- that hrhadaf);atn 
rii|;.i|'<rl lit ihc il. lij'ii of m.inyinjj; IVIiry cpirrii of 
^( oi . ; .111(1 ihi't ilil(<>v('iy w.i'. o( ( .ilioiird hy si 
p.K lui tA iiilci'. i( III ii'iMi Kidoljiht), Ayr{\\ of the 
cpirni and till- pojir, lollic l}i(lio|> o| Urij'i', and 
(ijjiliiiiK d liy ihc (ojilrlhoii ol rMiliH, a I'lrniitig, 

who 
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who brought thofe letters •, and of Higford, the 
duke's gentleman. 

When examined before the council, he denied 
every particular, as he was entirely ignorant of 
what liis fervants had confefled. However, on the 
feventh of September, he was committed to the 
Tower ; and, (hortly after, Banifter, his lawyer, 
the earls of Arundel and Southampton, the lords 
Lumley and Cobham, Henry Piercy, Lowther, 
Powel, Goodere, and others, were imprifoned ; 
who were eafily induced, by the hopes of a 
pardon, to declare all they knew concerning the 
affair. 

When the duke was informed of this, and was 
fhewn the paper fent him from the queen of Scots, 
which he imagined had been burned by Higford, 
his confufion was not to be equalled: he ex- 
claimed, that he had been betrayed by his con- 
fidents, from the want of a proper degree of 
diftruft. 

It has been faid, that men of great fouls are 
not naturally inclined to diftruft, as they are apt to 
judge of others by themfelves 5 but, though a 
diftruftful temper is by no means the charafteriftic 
of a hero, experience evinces that it is a cardinal 
virtue in courts. 

The duke finding himfelf detefted, with the ut- 
moft humility entreated the lords to intercede for 
him with the queen ; to whom, he protefted, he 
never had the leaft thought of doing any pre- 
judice. 

On the fixteenth of January, 157 1-2, he was 
brought to his trial in Weftminfter-hall, before 
George, earl of Shrewft)ury, who fat as lord high- 
fteward on the occafion, and twenty-five other 
lords. 

Ff2 The 
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The Aibflancc of his indiAment was, That he 
had traitcroufly confultcd to dethrone the queen, 
and to bring in foreign forces to invade the king- 
dom: rhat he had treated with the queen of Scots 
concerning marriage, in dircdt breach of his pro- 
mile and to tlie hazard of the realm : that Jie had 
fcnt money to the carls of Northumberland and 
'Weftmorcland, who had rebelled againfV her ma* 
jcdy : that he had rcquefted nfliilance of the pope, 
the king of Spain, and the duke of Alva, in order 
to fet the queen of Scotland at liberty, and reftorc 
the popifli religion ■, and, laflly, that he had fcnt 
fupplics to the lord ilerries, and others of the 
queen's enemies in Scotland. 

Iking found guilty of this charge, the queen, 
after having been a lf)ng time in fufpence, figned 
a warrant for Iiis execution, and he was accordingly 
beheaded on the fccontl of June, on 'rowcr-hilT; 

1 {e confedcd part of his faults, cxcufcd liimfelf 
as to the rell, and, in general, owned he had been 
jiillly condemned : but he declared, that he had 
never any thoughts of reiloring the popifh religion 
in luiglantl, and tliat he dietl a proteftant. Hav- 
ing inaile this declaratl(Mi, he devoutly fell upon 
his kiieeM, and, fixing his mind upon Heaven, he 
liiii his head upon the block, which at one ilroke 
wiis levered iVom his body, and by the executioner 
fliewn as a melancholy fight to the afHidled fpecta- 
lors, whole regrei was increaled by the conlidcra- 
tion of his nol>le pretence and greatnels, his afFabi- 
liiy iiiul munilicence, and by the remembrance, 
that his father, at the lame place, had met with the 
i\m\r l':iu: live and twenty years before. 

I Ic was thrice married •, firft, to Mary, daughter 
and one of the heirs of Henry l^tz-Alan, earl of 
AiuM'J.cK by whom he liad one fun, I^hilipj fc- 
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condly, to Margaret, daughter and fole heir of 
Thomas, lord Audley, by whom he had two fons 
and two daughters ; and, laftly, to Elizabeth, 
daughter to fir Francis Leiburne, knight, by whom 
he had no iflue. 

All thofe of the Howard family adhered to the 
catholic religion except this duke, who embraced 
the proteftant in the beginning of queen Eliza- 
beth's reign. Since he declared that he died in 
the reformed religion,' there can be no reafon to 
call his religion in queftion. But who can tell how 
far his ambition might have carried him, if he^had 
found his projefts more prafticable ? At leaft, it 
cannot be denied, that thofe who fet him at work 
thought he might be relied on. After all, if any 
one doubted that the end of this conlpiracy was to 
reftore the popifli religion in England, he might 
be fatisfied by the teftimony of Heironymo Catena, 
in the life of PiusV. That author, inftead of 
clearing the pope, makes him glory in having 
been the promoterof this confpiracy, and boafts of 
having fcnt Ridolpho into England, to ftir up the 
finglifh to rebel againft their queen. 
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JAMKS DOUGLAS. 

TA M Is S n (M 1 ( ; L A S\ c:\y\ ol* Morton, ;uul 
li'j'rni ol Sc()ll;iiul, \v;is Ifcoiulfon ot III* CjCC)r^>^c 
l)()ii«»j.i.s ot l*inky, l)n)ilK*r to Archihalcl, carl of 
An<Mis, l)v Isli/alu'tli, claiiphtcr and Iblc heir of 
l)avul l)()ii{>;las of ritU'iulrich. i Ic was at lirll 
f!iK:a(tl in a inaniuT Uiirablc to his rank, but, 
\i|u)ii his i'.ulu'r's lu-inj^ ohlij^cil to retire into Kng- 
laiul, his c-fliicaiion was totally ncgleded ; for king 
James V. had lo ji^reat an aniinoliiy againft the earl 
of Anj',iis, fir Cie()r|;,e Doiighis, and all their 
fVic-nds, iliat Mr. I)(>u{\las, fir Cieorgc's fon, was 
Jolted to live privately wiiii a friend in the north 
i){' Seoilaiul •, and, in order to eonceal hinifclf the 
more elVeciiudly, aOiimed the name of Innes, and 
lerved a j^enileman therein the <]iialiry of a llcw- 
a.d, or ehamherlain, for many years : but liis fa* 
I her, and other relations, l)ein{.\ rellored after the 
death o\ iN^in/;; James V. Mr. Douglas aj)pearcd 
iiiuier his juoper c harat'ter, ami lliorrly after mar- 
iied the l.idv Mary Douglas, leeonil daugliter of 
James, t ail oi' Morton-, and liad the honour, as 
well as theellate, of the family i'etlleil on him and 
his heirs l-y that eai 1 -, 'mk\^ upon this marriagr, 
immediately bci ame malter of Morton. 

lii i.:.i.i, he held our the eallle of Dalkeith till 
altirtiie battle of J^iiiky, when lie was obliged to 
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furrender it, and was carried prifoner to Eng* 
land: and, upon his return home, led a retired 
life till the year 1553, when, upon the death of hi» 
father-in-law, he came to the title and full poffel- 
fion of the earldom of Morton, and was one of 
the firft peers who exertedthemfelves infupporting 
the reformation of religion, and preferving the li- 
berties of the kingdom, during the regency of the 
queen- mother : and, as foon as the French were . 
forced to evacuate the country, by the afliftance of 
the Englifti, he was, together with the earl of 
Glencairn, fent by the parliament embaflador to 
England, to return thanks to queen Elizabeth for 
her feafonable fupplies, and to cftablifh a lafting 
peace between the two kingdoms. 

During this embaffy, the earl conciliated the fa* 
vour of that princefs to fuch a degree, that her 
friendlhip for him continued to the laft, though it 
feems highly probable, that her zeal for him might 
have contributed to his ruin. 

In 1 561, upon queen Mary's return from France, 
he was appointed one of the privy-council ; and, 
on the feventh of February, 1562, lord high- 
chancellor i in which poft he continued for two 
years •, after which he was forced to fly into Eng- 
land, on account of the part which he had in the 
death of David Rizzio, her majefty's French fe- 
cretary, on the eighth of March, 1566: but he 
foon obtained a pardon by the interceffion of the 
carl of Bothwell, though he was afterwards never 
admitted again to any degree of favour with the 
queen. However, he had fo great a (hare in the 
confidence of Bothwell, that the latter imparted 
to him his defign of murdering the king, and re- 
jquefted his affiftance in it, reprefenting it as an 
ad that would be no lefs agreeable to the queen 
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than to hlmfelf : but the earl of Morton was 
(hocked at the propofition, and refufed to engage 
in the affair, without receiving an order from under 
Jier majefty*s own hand for his fecurity ; and was 
adlually at the diftance of twenty miles from the 

?Iace where that abominable aAion was committed, 
le moreover exerted himfelf to the utmoft to bring 
Bothwell to punirtiment ; and, upon his marriage 
with the queen, entered into an aflbciation with 
others of the nobility fbr the prcfervation of the 
young prince -, and, upon her niajefty*s refigna- 
lion of the government, was reftored to his poft of 
lord- high-chancellor, on the eleventh of Novem- 
ber, 1/567 i and the year following appointed one 
of the commlflioners for the king of Scots, to 
treat with queen Elizabeth's deputies concerning 
the renlbns of the depofing queen Mary. 

After this, the earl had the chief management 
of all the affairs in Scotland, and, upon the death 
of the carl of Mar, was, on the twenty-feventh of 
November, 1572, elefted regent of the kingdom; 
and, having overcome all his enemies, fettled a 
profound peace at home, entered into a ftrift alli- 
ance with England, took care to recover, and 
manage to the beft advantage the revenue of the 
crown, and, by his conduft in general, gained 
both love and efteem to himfelf, with the reputa- 
tion of a very wife and prudent governor. Bqt 
he foon forfeited the good opinion that had been 
conct ived of him by the methods to which he had 
recourfe to enrich himfelf. 

He began with the church, the clergy, who 
had great confidence in him, having been prevailed 
upon to refign to him the thirds of their livings. 
'I o gain this point, he had engaged that they 
ihouid have their ttipends paid with lefs trouble 
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than before -, and, that, if after all they fbould 
happen to diflike the new method of paythcnt, he 
would reftore them to their former condltioii* 

The thirds being put into his hands, he relblved 
to make his own advantage of them. For this 
purpofe, he afligned three or four churches to 
one minifter, without encreafing his ftipend ; and, 
as for the readers, the falaries allotted them were 
fcandaloufly fmall. 

But this was only part of his fcheme for &mais* 
ing wealth, fince he left no means unattempted 
for that end -, which drew upon him the general 
hatred and envy: fo that, growing at laft very 
uneafy in his government, he thought proper to 
refign the regency in March, 1578. 

1 his conduft of the earl's was highly imprudent; 
for, being thus diverted of power, he foon found 
himfelf expofed to all the defigns of his enemies, 
who purfued his deftruftion with unrelenting ri- 
gour, charging him, among other things, with a 
lecret correfpondence with queen Elizabeth. 

At laft, in December, 1580, he was committed 
to prifon upon an accufation of having been an ac- 
ceflbry in the murder of the king's father ; and, 
though the queen of England interpofed in his 
behalf, by her embafTador fir Thomas Randolph, 
yet he was brought to his trial on the firft of June, 
158 1, and condemned to die. 

He confcfled the next day, to the minifters who 
were fent to him from the king, that, upon his 
return from England, whither he had fled after 
the murder of David Rizzio, the earl of Bothwell 
had propoled to him the murder of his majefty's 
father, urging that the queen was determined upon 
ir, from the relentment fhe had conceived againft 
him, for Rlzzio's death, above all the reft who 

were 
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were concerned in it. That his anfwer was; That, 
being but jull delivered from one great perplexity, 
he did not chufe to involve himfelf in another, nor 
to have any (hare in that bufinefs. That, upon 
Bothweirs infilling, that the queen would have it 
done, he requirccl to fee her majefty's hand- 
writing for that purpofc ; which was never pro- 
duced ; and, if it haii, he was refolved to have 
abandoned Scotland till better times. That he 
knew, indeed, of his coufin, Archibald Douglas, 
being concerned in the murder, before it was 
committed as well as after ; and therefore could 
not deny, that he had foreknown and concealed 
the iame^ But to whom (hould he have revealed 
it, fince the king, though he had been advertifed 
of the danger, would never have believed it? 

Upon this confeflion, his fentence was changed 
from hanging to beheading ; which was executed 
the fame day, and his head Bxed upon the mofl: 
confpicuous part of the 1 olbooth, his body lying 
for Tcveral hours covered only with an old blue 
cloak, not one pcrfon appearing upon the place to 
fhcw ills gratitude for any pad favour, or to cxprefs 
the leaft (ign of regret for his unhappy end. 

Never was there iccn a more remarkable inftance 
of the muiability of Fortune, or a (tronger proof 
of the truth of Juvenal's obliTvation, that the po- 
pulace always hate the condemned. 

** Sequitur Fortunam ut fcmper et odit dam- 
" natos.*' Sat, lo. 

Thus he, who a few years before had been re- 
fpcfled by nil men, and feared as a king, abound- 
ing in wealth, honour, and number of friends, was, 
at his death, foi fakcn by alL 

The 



JAMES DOUGLAS. 451 

The earl of Morton was of a graceful perfon and 
countenance, though of a low ftature. He had 
great perfonal courage, of which he gave many 
(ignal proofs during the civil commotions* He 
was wife, and poflefled o£ great talents for govern- 
ment ; a lover of juftice, order and policy ; but 
inclined to avarice, which is fuppofed to have 
arifen from the neceffities that he ftrug^led with in 
his early youth. He was alfo much addifted to fen-^^ 
fual pleafure, which he acknowledged at his death 
with great rcmorfe. 
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ROBFKT DKVI;RKUX, carLof Rflcx, was 
a gallant loldicr, a great i'avoiiritc, and an un- , 
happy vic^iim to (he arts uf his enemies and his own 
ainbiiiun, in the reign ofcpiecn Klizabcch. 

I le was Ion lo Walter, carl of KfTex, and lat- 
tice, daughter to (ir Francis Knolles, who was re- 
lated to c|iieen Islizabeth, born November the 
tenth, 15^7, at Netherwood, his father's feat, in 
I lereibrdlliire, when that noble ])crron had attained 
no liigher title than that of vifcount f lereford. 

In iiis tender years, it is reported there did not 
.nppear any figns of an extraorclinary genius in himi 
and one wiiowas' long in his (erviee, and could not 
hut be well acquainted with the fecrets of the fa- 
mily, aflfures us, that his father died but with a 
very cold conceit of his abilities, whicli, fome 
thought proceeded from his great affedlionfor his 
younger (on Walter Devereux, wlio, it feems, 
had ([uicker and more lively parts in his child- . 
hood. 

When Walter, earl of I •'.Hex, breathed his laft 
in Ireland, lie reconimemied this fon of his, then 
m the tenth year of his a[»e, to the protcflion of 
Tliomas Radclille, earl of Suflex, and to the 
rare of William Ceeil, lord liUrleiyii, whom he ap- 
pointed ills guardian. 

Mr. Water» 
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cithcr.forfolidity of judgment, or for an eafyand 
eloquent manner of cxpreffing their fcntimcnts. 

Some bold writers nave ^rted, that, as«Dr. 
Whitgift rofc in his preferments, he funk in the 
efteem of his pupil, who, as thty would have us 
believe, conceived an early diflike to bUhops ; but 
fuch as knew the world well in thefe days, and had 
the faireft opportunities of knowing Uie earl, af- 
fcrt the diredt contrary, and that he continued al- 
ways to treat the archbifliop as his particular friend, 
and to refpcdt him as his parent. 

In 1582, having taken the degree of maflrr of 
arts, he foon after left Cambridge, and retired to 
his own houfc at Lampfie in South Wales, where 
he fpcnt fome time in privacy and retirement ; aad 
was fo far from having any thing of the eagerneft 
or inipetuofity natural to youth, that, inftead of 
being difplcafed, he became enamoured of his rural 
retreat-, infomuch, that it was with difficulty he 
was prevailed upon to leave it. 

His firil appearance at court, at leaft as a candi- 
date for royal favour, was in the feventeenth year 
of his age ; when, however, he came thither, it is 
certain, he could not have hoped, or evenwiflied, 
a better reception. He brought thither, amongft 
other ilrong rccomniendations, a fine perfon, an 
agreeable behaviour, and an aflfability which pro« 
cured him many friends, befides the rare Qualities 
of true piety, unaffedled zeal for the public wel- 
fare, and a warmth and fincerity in his friendfhips, 
which entitled him to univerfal efteem. He, by 
degrees, (b far overcame that reluAance which he 
is fiiid to have fhcwn, to ufe the afTiftance of the 
powerful earl of J .eicefler, that, towards the ckrfe 
of the year 1585, he accompanied him, with many 
utiicrs of tlic nobility, to Holland ^ where we find 

him 
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him the next year in the field, with the title of 
general of the horfe ; and, in this quality, he gave 
the higheft proofs of perfonal courage, in the bac- 
tie of Zutphen, September the twcnty-fecond, 
1586; in which aftion fir Philip Sydney was mor- 
tally wounded. 

It was for his gallant behaviour upon this «c- 
cafion, that the carl of Leicefter conferred upon 
him the honour of a knight-banneret in his camp» 

On his return to England, it very quickly ap- 
peared, that the queen not only approved, but was 
defirous alfb of rewarding his fervices ; and his 
father-in-law, the earl of Leicefter, being ad- 
vanced to the office of lord-fteward of her ma- 
jefty's houlhold, fhe, on the twenty-third of De- 
cember, 1587, made the carl of Eflex mafter of 
the horfe in his room. 

In the fucceeding year, which fome have held 
the moft critical of that reign, he continued to rife, 
and, indeed, almoft reached the fummit of his 
fortune ; for, when her majefly thought fit to af- 
femble an army at Tilbury, for the defence of the 
kingdom, in cafe the Spaniards had landed, (he 
gave the command of it, under herfelf, to the 
earl of Leicefter, and created the earl of Eflex 
general of horfe, fhewing him, upon that occafion, 
not only as much countenance as his own high 
fpirit could expeft, but a degree of favour even 
fuperior to that of Leicefter ; {o that, from this 
time, he was confidered as the favourite declared ; 
and, if there was any mark yet wanting to fix the 
people's opinion in that refpeft, it was (hewn, by 
the queen's conferring on him the moft noble or- 
der of the garter. 

We need not wonder, that {o quick an elevation, 
and to fo great a height, fliould fomewhat affcft the 
judgment of fo young a man •, and therefore there 

wiU 
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will not appear any thing ftrange in the eagerneft 
he is faid to have flirwn, in dilputing the queen's 
favour with fir Charles Blount, who, in proccfs of 
time, became lord Montjoyandearlof Devonfliircj 
wiiich, however, cofl him fomc blood ; for that 
brave man, raking dillaftc of fomewhat the earl faid 
of a favour beflowcd upon him by tlic queen, chal- 
lenged him, and, in Marybone-park, after a (hort 
difpute, wounded him in the knee •, with which 
the queen, who did not love to be controuled in 
her actions, was fo far from being difpleafed, that 
flie fwore a round oath, it was lit that fome one or 
other fliould take him down, otherwife there would 
be no ruling him. However, flie reconciled the 
rivals, and it will remain an honour to both their 
memories, that, j^rofefling themfelves frienils, they 
remained flich lb long as tiiey lived together. 

In the beginning of the year 1589, the earl of 
rjfex took a very extraordinary llep, which, how 
much Ibcver it might encicafe the reputation of his 
courage, did certainly no great credit to his pru- 
dence. 

Sir John Norris, and fir Francis Drake, had un- 
<lertaken an expedition for relloring Don Antonio 
to the crown ot Portugal, wliich the earl beheld as 
an ac^tion too glorious for otliers to perform, while 
he was a fpc:tHator only. I Ic followed the fleet 
and army therefore to Spain, and, having joined 
iliem at Corunna, profecuted the reft of the expe- 
dition witli great vigilance and valour; which, 
however, was not attended with much fuccefs, at 
the ilune time that it exi)ored him to the queen's 
dilplealure. 

At his return, however, he foon recovered her 
majilly's good {/niccs^ nor was it long before this 
was tcllilied to the workl, by his obtaining new 
marks of favour, in j^rants of a very confidcrable 

value i 
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value ; a circumftance in which his credit with the 
queen, feemed much fuperior to that of all her 
other favourites. 

He had now loft the fupport of his father-in- 
law, the earl of Leicefter, who died the preceed-^ 
ing year ; and who, though he was fuppofed to a6t 
the politician in preferring him to the queen's fa- 
vour, (if, indeed, that was at all his work,) yet 
fhewed the fincerlty of his affcftion to him by fe- 
veral claufes in his will : notwithftanding which 
lofs, he kept his ground at court, and, by carefs- 
ing Mr. Cartwright and others, looked upon as pu- 
ritans, feemed to afFeft becoming the head of that 
party, which adhered to Leiceller while living. 

About this time he ran a new hazard of the 
•queen's favour, by a private, and, as it was then 
conceived, inconfideratc match with Frances, only 
daughter of fir Francis Walfingham, and the wi- 
dow of fir Philip Sydney ; which her majefty ap- 
prehended to be, in Ibme meafure, derogatory to 
the honour of the houfc of Effex -, and though, 
for the prefent, this bufinefs was paflcd by, yet, it 
is thought, that it was not fo foon forgot. 

In 1 59 1, Henry IV. of France, having de- 
manded frefh afliftance from the queen, though 
he had already a body of her troops in his fcrvice, 
fhe was pleafed to fend the earl of Eflex, with 
four thoufand men, a fmall train of artillery, and 
a competent fleet, into Normandy -, where it was 
propofed that he fhould join the French army, in 
order to undertake the fiege of Rouen. The 
French king, however, either through want of 
^ower, the diftraftion of Kis affairs, or Ibme other 
caufe, neglefted to perform his promife, notwith- 
ftanding that Eflex made a long and hazardous 
journey to his camp, at that monarch's requeft, in 
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der to have concerted meafuresfor giving the queen 
fatisfadlion. 

Upon his return from this journey, which 
proved of little confequence, Effex, to keep up 
the fpirit of his officers, conferred the honour of 
knighthood upon many of them :— A circumftance 
with which the queen was much offended. He 
likewifc made excurfions from his camp to the 
very walls of Rouen ; and the earl, expofmg his 
perfon very freely in thefc fkirmilhes, came off in- 
deed, unhurt himfelf, but loll there his only bro- 
ther, Walter Devcrcux, then in the flower of his 
age, being two years younger than the earl. 

He returned Ibmetime after, to give an account 
of the ftate of things to the queen ; and then 
came back to his charge, the ilege of Kouen be- 
ing formed, and the French king exprefling a great 
defire to become maftcrof it. 

This winter fervice harrafllng the troops exceed- 
ingly, provoked Eflfcx not a little, who foUicited 
king Henry for leave to proceed in his manner, 
promifing to make a breach with his own artillery, 
and tluMi to dorm the place with the Englilh croops; 
which the kinjy, however, rcfiifed, as being not 
at all dc'IirDiis of having that rich place taken and 
plund'.Tcd by il\e luiglilh in his fight. 

Kdcx, Hill more difpleafcd at this, and refolvcd 
not to continue in a place where no reputation 
was to be got, liril challenged the governor of 
Rouen, Mr. Villars, and, upon his refufing to 
fi{;hr, loll the co.iimand of the Englifh troops to 
fir Rogrr Williams, an officer of great courage 
and c'xprrlrnc" •, and then embarked for England^ 
where his prclence was become very neceflTary, his* 
enemies havin«* rcprefented his behaviour in a very 
indifiercJit light lo rlic queen his millrefs. 

It 
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It is very fcldom that IkflfoT c6urticrs arc at a 
I0& in framing general accufatiens againft fuch as 
they would ruin, more ef^iallv if they have an 
opportunity of doing this ih their abfence. . 

Againft the earl of Eilex, his enemies infinu*. 
ntcd, that, having icjtrried a; fine body of troops, 
under old and expcf fenced officer^, out of the 
kingdom, with a promife of great things •, h^ 
had, nevcrthelefs, done little or ndthing : that, 
with Tome danger to himfelf, and much more to' 
the troops, he had ipade a long journey to the 
French king ; which ended in no more th^ aii 
audience of compliment : that his fierce and hafty 
fpirit had led him to thole ufelefs and dahfleroua 
excurfions under the walls of Rouen, where he had 
loft an only brother, the qu<!en a gallant officer, 
and the nation a peribn infinitely l)eloved : tluitt 
whereas he was fetit abroad to fttrc his country^ 
by reducing Rouen, which might iehre as a pbcd 
of arms, and a cautionary town ^r the lecunty loi 
Englifh auxiliaries, he had fufiered himfdf to be 
deceived by the French Monarch. ; had ferved him 
in the accomplifhment of oUiei^ defigns, letvinff 
this, for which he was feht, unefieded: ahi^ 
laftly, that, notwithftandihg hU troops had been 
very little in fervice, thev had fufiered fo much 
as not to be able to keep the field without recruits t 
fo that, in all this time, the queeh had* been lofiog 
her fubjedls, and acouiring nothing. 

But the ead of Eflex defended himfdf with 
gre4t fenfe and ^rit againft this accufadon. Ho 
(hewed that the madipn of the tnMps upon their 
firft goinc; pver, was a great affliftion to bim, but 
far from being his iaulc, as he was continudlylt^ 
bout ing Co perfuade the king to comply with hb 
agreementy and to tindertake the fiege of Rouen» 
which, if he could not bring aboQC> it was far from 
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l.rin^* a ( iiinr, liuni^li Itr l.nrw it to be a niiafor- 
lunr: ili.tt, tn iciiiovr ilii'i iiuiifliuMi he nuilc ii 
li.i.'.rildti.i joiiinry ti) (he kin/.'ii (|iurtera i in 
A liii i) \\r ihc'vvc'd Ills (liou^ (U'liir tor aL'coiuplini- 
nt|^ wh.it lie wai lent Un : (liat he* had rkpofrd 
lumUli in tlinlr ( X( iiil'uins a^ nuu h as any nmiM 
.:iul, as he w.ii piiiu ipally woiinilcil by il&e* lois of 
hi*i ItKtihn; 1(» (hi* iitilu ul (hr n.iiion, inflc4il of 
f iJlninj^, v\Ms i.tiK'.l hy (liai hi^h tlU'cni which 
('ic I uiiih ixpii'iliil oi ihr hravLiy Ihrwn by chr 
r.ii^'Jilh in (ht)U- cniDunttis ; thai (he altillancr he 
l.ail yWvw ilir I'lrm h kinf> and hi*i f.^rnrralii was 
M icnujvi' ilioli: (lUiUu IcH which prcvrnicd the 
li<-|.'/- : and vvhu h, il' noi li-niovrii, it \\alI never 
lu-in iiiuhrLakrn : ihai ihc loli which the army 
h.ul liiltanu'd, \va'. ilii(.ii;.di \Uc i'oitimc of war, 
. .id nui tiiiiw any iauh oi h:.*i, arilin|j; thirlly from 
dilcMli;., ^,UMi inclcnirm y ul the wraiiirr, iind chc 
wani (il I hole- 1 onvL-nic ntirs whii h the aUiesi oughc 
ii) h.ivr hnnilhc-d, ;'.nd wliii h, noiwiiiillanding 
..11 tlir LidlaiKi'. he ioulil make, liad been ueg- 

li'Iril. 

A I du'. lirne he win cKKeilin^ly courted by 
V(iy ilidi-unt 1 iir; ui pei)|il(:^ Un many of the 
\uun/.; nol.ulny, whu vveie deliioii*i of entering 
lino ilie wDtlij mulcr (hi- paliuna^^e oi iunie rnu« 
ut III iKilin, I'll leiied the eail -, a-i well on aecoiMiC 
i'l i.r- ('.icai altabiliiv tu his iulluvver.ii, as beeailfc 
( t 11 '. known niuicll vviih the i|ueen. All the 
tiiiliiaiy nien, lii.ii v\cie iioi ot vciy old llandingi 
lookrd iijion him as then' ihiel', and one iVom 
V. Ii(i!( l.ivoni (luy wcie to derive prrtermenrt 
'J he |iiniian minillei'. alio, atid their dcpendantit, 
I unliiicii il hun U'l (he liudrilor tu tlie carl ot J^ei* 
i(lUi, and, lonli ijiu nily, as their proieiHor, 
Oni- n( rd not wondri, thereioie, that, having 
(luh i>uwei, lie luid lu many enemic:i, und (hat 
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thcfe fliould gajn advantages lOvcr him in his ab» 
fence : but upon his return, h^ triumphed for the 
mpft part ; and the queen, who looked upon, her^ 
felf as tied to him by former afts of kindncfs, 
feldom refufe4 him any new marks of favour, for 
i?vhichL he was importunate in his demands. 

We find him prefent in the parliament whicli 
began at Weftminfter, February the nineteenth, 
J5gZ'3 ; in which fcffion, i^heifly through his in- 
tereft, fir Thomas Perrot, who' had married his 
fifter, was refl:ored in blood, which had been cor^* 
rupted by the attainder (rf fir John Pf rrot, his fa- 
ther, who had been lord-deputy of Ireland : and 
in this feifion it was that the houfe of peers paid a 
yery ej^traordijiary i:omplit0ent to the carl of 
Eflex. 

About this time, alfo, the queen, who iiad* 
given him fo many marks of her&vour, added to 
them a new honour, which was, at the fame timp^ 
a very high teftimony of her confidence, by caui- 
ing him to be fworn one of the members of iu^ 
moft honourable privy-cowncil^ 

He met, bp?«rever, in this, and in the fucceed-> 
ing years, with various caufes of chagrin 5 partly 
from jhe loftinefs of his own temper, -buf cbicQy 
from the ar;tifice3 of thofe who envied bis grei6 
credit with the queen, and weredefirous of redupfijB 
his power vi^hio bounds, 

Occafiop wa3 taken, i^ this tdpcft, from « 
dangerous and tre^fonable biook, wii^ten abroad bf 
Perfons the jefuit, jind ptft>ljifl>.ed imder the name 
of Doleman, with intention to create difientioalu 
Igngland about the fucce/Tion ^sth? crown ; whichir 
book, as the whole defign of it was moi^ viUaiAr- 
Q\i$j fo, f;om a fuperior fpiri; of mali^e^ it M^djr^i 
dicated to the earl of Efie^, pn^purpof^.to Sf9U9i 

himtTQubk 5 in which it had iw rffeft. 
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*But what chiefly grieved and broke his fpirits, 
or, rather, fowrcd them, was his perceiving plainly, 
that, though he could, in moA fuits, prevail for 
himfelf, yet he was able to do little or nothing for 
his friends, as particularly appeared in the cale of 
fir Francis Bacon ; which, though the earl bore 
with Ibme impatience, yet it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of ftiewing the greatnefs of his mind, by 
giving that gentleman a fmall eftate in land, 
which ought to have bound him better to his 
fortunes. 

Indeed, the earl of Eflex was never wanting, 
upon anyoccafion, to his friends, as many of the 
writers of thofe times agree, and of which Cam- 
den gives a remarkable inftance in the year 1595, 
in his attending the funeral of fir Roger Williams, 
an old cxpeiienced officer whom he had long en- 
couraged and lupported ; though the roughncfs of 
liis behaviour hadexpofed him tothediflike erf fir 
Walter Ralegh, and other confiderable perfons. 
But whatever difadvantages Eflex might labour 
under from intrigues at court, yet, in times of 
danger, the queen had conimonly rccourfc to his 
aifiltance. 

Thus, in 1596, when the Spaniards, in the 
month of April, laid fiege to Calais, and the dif- 
charges of their batteries were heard at Greenwich, 
an army was haftily raifed, and marched to Dover, 
the command of which was given to the carl of 
Eflex, the queen intending to have embarked thefe 
troops for the affiftance of the French j which, 
however, they wifely declined, being willing ra- 
ther to let the Spaniards keep Calais for a little 
while, than fee it refcued from them by the En- 
glifti, who would, preJuming on their old rights, 
probably keep it for ever. 

The 
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The queen, however, taking advantage of .that 
warm difpofition which' appeared in her people, ta 
contribute, as far as in them lay, to keep tne war 
at a diftance, and to prevent the Spaniards from 
meditating a fecond invaGon, ordered a fleet to be 
equipped for attacking Cadiz, beft piart of the 
expences being born by the principal perfons en- 
gaged in that enterprize. 

The command of this army and fleet was, with 
joint authority, intrufled to Robert, earl of Efiex, 
and Charles; lord Howard, then lord high admiral 
of England ; with whom went many of the moft 
diftinguifhed officers, both for the land and fea 
fervice, that were then in England 5 the council 
being compofed of lord Thomas Howard, fir 
Walter Ralegh, fir Francis Vere, fir George Ca- 
rew, and fir Conyers Clifford ; the fleet, for its 
number of ftiips, and for the land foldiers and ma- 
riners aboard, being the moflf confiderable that, 
in thofe times, had been feen. 

On the firfl: of June they failed from Plymouth, 
but were forced to put back by a contrary wind, 
which changing, they took the firft opportunity of 
putting again to fea. On the eighteenth of the 
fame month they arrived at Cape St. Vincent, 
where they met with an Irifti bark, which informed 
them that the port of Cadiz was full of fliios, and 
that they had no notice whatever of the failing of 
the Englilh fleet, or that fuch an expedition was 
io much as intended. 

After this welcome news they purfiicd their 
voyage, and, on the twentietli, in the mominfi;^ 
they anchored near St. Sebafl:ian*s, on the wefl:fi£ 
of the ifland of Cadiz, where the admiral would 
have had the forces debarked, in Otder to their 
immediately attacking the town; which Eflex 
caufed to be attempted, but found to be imprafti- 
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cable, and upon the advice of fir Walter Ralegh, de- 
fiftcd. Camden, indeed, charges this ralhnels upon 
Eirex, but fir Wa'tcr Ralegh, who is certainly better 
authority in thi point, dates it the other way. 

It w IS then propofed by the earl to begin with 
attaci^ing the tlect, which was a very hazardous 
enterprize, but, at laft, agreed to by the lord ad- 
miral ; of which when EfTcx received tlie news, he 
tlirew his hat into the fea for joy. The next day, 
this gallant refolution was executed with all ima- 
ginable bravery, and, in point of fcrvice, none 
did better, or hazarded his perfon more, than the 
carl of Eflcx, who, in Iiis own (hip, the Due Re- 
pulfe, went to the afllftanceof fir Walter Ralegh, 
and ofTcrcd, if it had been ncceflary, to have fe- 
condcd him in boarding the St. Philip. 

The Spaniards behaved very gallantly, fo long 
as there were any hopes ; and, when there were 
none, fct fire to their flnips and retired. 

The earl of Eficx then landed eight hundred 
men at the Puntall, and, having firll taken pro- 
per nieafures for dellroying the bridge, next at- 
tacked the place with fo much fury, that it was 
quickly taken •, and, the next day, the citadel 
furrcndered upon a capitulation, by which a great 
rapfom was flipulated for the town. An offer was 
tlven made of two millions of ducats to fpare the 
fliip?, and more might have been obtained ; but 
the lord admiral faid, He came there to confume, 
and not to compound -, of which when the Spa- 
niard.*, v/ere informed, they refolved to have the 
binning of their own fleet, which they accord- 
infdy ict on fire; their lofs by which was com- 
puted at twenty millions. 

I'lic earl was very defirous of kcrping Cadiz, 
which he olTered to have done with averyimallgar- 
rifon i but the council differed from him in opi- 
nion ; 
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nion : fo that, having plundered the ifland and 
demolilhed the forts, they embarked on the fifth 
of July, and bore away for the port of Farro, in 
Algarve, which they plundered and deftroyed. 
Thence they proceeded to Cape St. Vincent, and, 
being driven by a brifk wind out to fea, itfell un- . 
der confideration, whether they Ihould not (ail for 
the Azores, in hopes of intercepting * the Plate 
fleet, which was carried in the negative ; and the 
earl's propofal, with two of her maiefty^s (hips» 
and ten others, to make this attempt, was re- 
jefted likewife : which Mr. Camden attributes 
to the defire of fome of the officers, who had 
made large booties, to get their treafure fife on 
Ihore. They looked in, however, at Corunna», 
and the eftrl would have then proceeded to St. An- 
dero and St. Sebaftian ; but others thinking they 
had done enough, the fleet returned profperoufly 
to Plymouth on the eighth of Auguft following 5 
and the earl, with his Iquadron, two days after. 

He was very well received by the queen, and 
highly applauded by the people-, but, as it was too 
common with him, not entirely latisficd in him- 
fclf -, which induced him to write, at a time when 
fome faults were imputed to him, a kind of nar- 
rative of this exploit, and a cenifure upon other 
mens condudt -, which gained him little credit, 
and did him lefs good. 

Yet, whatever might be the ientimentsofthe 
wifer part of the court, it app^s plainly that, 
upon his return from this expedition, the carl q£, 
liTex flood very high in favour of the queen and 
of the nation -, and, perhaps, it might have 
gained him an accefllon of favour with the former, 
if the earl had not enjoyed fo much of the latter, 
or had feemed to value it lefs than he did : buty as 
he had litde of difllmulation in his temper, {o tlu; 
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warmth with which he difcovercd either his affec- 
tion or diflikc, cxpofed him continauUy to the 
finifter praftices or his enemies, who were tho- 
roughly (killed in thofc arts which he knew leaft 
about. 

1 hey infinuated, therefore, to the queen, that, 
confidcring the earl's popularity, it would not be 
at all expedient for her fervice to receive fuch as he 
recommended to civil employments; and this they 
carried fo far as to make even his approbation de- 
ftni6live to mens fortunes, whom they had encou- 
raged and recommended themfelves : — A thing 
hardly to be credited, if we had not the higheft 
evidence to prove it. 

It was a natural confequence, that the pari, who 
wanted nor penetration enough to fee, or fpirit to 
rcfent this, Ihould behave towards thofe he took 
to be the authors of fuch counfels with vifible 
marks of anger and difcontent -, and this conduit 
of his made him frequently upon bad terms even 
with the queen herfclf, who was a princefs very 
jealousof her authority, and, in cafes of this na- 
ture, bore but very indifferently with any expoftu- 
larions. However, as well out of her natural 
kindnefs to him, as from a defire of fhewing a juft 
i\cknowlcdgment for his late fervice, fhe was 
pk^alcd, on the nineteenth of March, 1597, ^^ 
appoint him mailer of the ordnance by patent. 

I'his feems to have had a good effed:, in quieting 
the mind, and railing the f])irits of this great no- 
bleman, who, upon the report that the Spaniards 
we: re forming a new Heet at Ferrol and Corunna, 
for tiic invalion of Ireland at leaft, if not Eng- 
Lind, readily onercd Ills fervice to the queen, and 
cticarfuUy declared, as Camden afTures us, that he 
wor.ld cither defeat this new armada, which had 
threatened Lngland for a year together, or perifli 

in 
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in the attempt, as one w^ngty devoted for die 
fervice of his country. 

The queen, well pleafed with this propolal^ gave 
it all the countenance that could be defired, and 
caufed a conflderabk fleet, thpugh not fo cdnfider- 
able as the aftion required, to be equipped for 
this fervice. The earl of Eflcir was appointed 
general, admiral, and commander in chief 1 the 
lord Thomas Howard, vice, and fir Walter Rar- 
legh, rear-admirals : the lord Mongoy was lieu- 
tenant-general of the land forces, and Gr Francis 
Vere marfhal. 

We may guefs at the intereft which the cwA 
had in the fuccefs of this Voyage by die num- 
ber of his friends who engaged therein as volun^ 
teers ; and, amongft them ofthe nobility were the 
earls of Rudand and Southampton, and the lords 
Cromwell and Rich. His fanguine hopes, how* 
ever, were, in fome meafure, difappointed ; for, 
failing about the ninth of July, from Plymouth," 
they met at fixty leagues diftance with fo rough a 
ftorm, and of four days continuance, that they wert 
obliged to put back to Plymouth, where they re* 
mained wind-bound for a month, in which time a 
great part of their provifions was confumed. 

While the fleet was thus laid tip, the earl of Et 
fex and fir Walter Ralegh, fet out ppft for the 
court, in order to receive frefti inftruftions. The 
propofals made by Eflex, even after this difap* 
pointment, were very bold and great ; but, as 
Camden feems to infinuate, very diflicult and daa- 
gerous, if not imprafticable ; fo that the quieen 
would not countenance his projedts, butVather left 
the di reft ion of the expedition to the conunanders ' 
in chief, according as the feafon and circumftances 
might encourage or permit. The fame hifiorian, 
and almoft aU who have written upon this fdl^eA 
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after him, fpe^ks of an old mifundcrftanding be« 
tween Eflex and fir Walter before tKey left Eng- 
land, which was.produ(^ive of moft of the miichiefs 
that afterwards happened; which there is gpodrea<r 
Ion, however, to believe a groundleis imputation 
upon both. ^ 

I'here feem to be few opinions better founded 
tlian that which, with due caution, admits the 
private letters of perfons of good fenfe and cxpc*^ 
rience, written at the time when things were tranft 
adlcd, to be the bed documents for fuch points, 
cither of public or of private hiftory, as are not 
likely to be generally known with the fame degree 
of certainty as fafts of another fpecies. 

Amongft other papers of a very curious and in-r 
ftruftive nature, which have been publifhed lately 
in a very valuable colleftion, are the letters o^ 
Rowland White, efq. to fir Robert Sydney, at that 
time governor of Flufliing, Mr. White was fir. 
Robert's agent at court -, and from thefe letters it 
appears, that the nobleman, on whof? fivour fir 
Robert chiefly relied, was the earl of Eflex ; Ip that 
we cannot well have better authority, in ref<?r^ncQi 
to what pafled at court in thofe days, than the in-^ 
formations of this gentleman, concerned to make 
the clol'eft enquiries he could, and bound in ho- 
nour to relate what proved the refult of them with 
the utmoft: fidelity. 

Wejearn from him, that, in the beginning of 
the year 1 597, there were great intrigues at court, 
where Itcretaiy Cecil was the moft favoured coun- 
fellor, had long private conferences with the 
queen, and retarded or advanced mens fuits at his 
pkafure. Effex at this time was in fome difcon-' 
tent, though a great favourite likewife, and kept 
or was faid to keep his bed., when he was not very 
fick ; receiving: frequent meflages frorn th^ queen^ 
ai>d having alio private audiences, 

In 
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In the beginnine of the month of March, fir 
\V alter Ralegh hadfeveral private interviews with 
the eari, in order to bring about a good under- 
(landing between him and the fecretary, which he 
urged would have feveral good confqquexices ; fuch 
as, making the queen eaiy, removing a great ob* 
ftacle in the management of public affairs, and 
contributing not a little to forwarding the fchemes 
concerted for humbling the common enemy. 

It is eafy to fee from hence, that there could be 
no {)ique between the earl* and fir falter RJakgh; 
for if there had, fir Robert Cecil was too wite a 
man to have employed him. 

While this treaty was io negotiation, there was a 
competition for the ofEce of warden of the Cinque 
Ports, fir Robert Cecil fupporting the new lord 
Cobham, and the earl of ESSac recommending fir 
Robert Sydney firft, and, finding tliat would Qot 
do, ftanding for it himfelf *, upon which it was 
propofed that he fiiould accept of the mafterihip 
of the ordnance ; which he did. Soon after this, 
fir Henry Leigh was, at the recomipenclauon of 
the earlof Ei&x, miade knight of the garter & and 
the earl concurred in promodng the lord Borows to 
the government of Ireland. 

In May, the treaty was in a manner concluded: 
the earl, by mediation of fir Walter Ralegh, was 
reconciled to the fecretary, and they concerted .to- 
gether all the meafures preparatory to the ifland 
expedition : and from the lame letters we kam, 
that fir Walter Ralegh, who was entrufted with 
the care of viftualiing the fleet, had been remark* 
ably civil to the earl of Efiex, in what related to 
the provifion of his own fliip •, and, when they were 
obliged to return by contrary winds, Mr. White 
reprefents their coming to London together, as 
the effe£U of their perte<5t intelligence, ind does 
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not give the Icaft hint of any variance between 
ihcm. 

As loon as the fleet was repaired, and the land 
forces were debarked that, by the queen's com- 
mand, were to remain at home, they failed again 
from Plymouth on the fcventeenth of Auguft; 
having now two points in view, the one to burn 
the Spanifh fleet in their own harbours, the other 
to intercept the fhips they expefted from the Weft- 
Indies. 

Camden blames Eflex for appearing openly 
within fight of the Spanirti coau, and thereby 
alarming the enemy ; but fir William Monfon ac- 
quaints us with the true reafon of the earl's con- 
duft ; which was, by making a Ihow of a few 
fhips, to draw out the enemy's fleet, it being found 
impoflible to burn them in port. He alfo infinu- 
ates, that fir Walter Ralegh kept at a diftance from 
the fleet -, which was another difcouragement : 
but, from the beft: accounts we have, this alfo ap» 
pears to be a groundlefs imagination. 

Sir Walter is afterwards laid to have feparated 
from the fleet by defign, under pretence or repair- 
ing his fliip ; but fir William Monfon tells u^ 
plainly, that this feparation was owing to an in- 
voluntary mifcarriage In Eflex himfelf. When 
tlicy joined again at the iflands, it appears plainly 
that Eflex and Ralegh were very good friends, 
notwitlillanding there were fomc, on both fidcs^ 
who laboured all they could to mcenfc themagain^ 
each other. 

When they had refreflied at Florcs, Eflex com- 
manded Ralegh to fail for Fayall, which he in- 
tended to attack with the whole fleet; but fir 
Walter coining there firft, and apprehending that 
the rmallefl: delay might have prevented their de- 
fign, very galhuuly attacked, and very hapirily 
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fucceeded, in making himfelf maftef of the ifland 
before the arrival of Eflex with the reft of the fleet. 
This gave occafion to fir Walter^s enemies to re- 
prefent his vigilance and adivity in the light of 
difobedience and contempt to £0ex, which occa« 
fioned very high difputes ; but, by the interpofition 
of lord Thomas Howard, all things were eompro- 
mifed; fir Walter ezcufed what Jiad happened ta 
the earl, and the carl accepted, his excule. 

As the relations of this, which is called The 
Ifland voyage, already publiflied, are very exadv 
and in themfelvcs larger than this whole life,. it 
cannot be cxpedted that wc fliould enter iiere. into 
all the other particulars of this yc^age } we fliall 
therefore content ourfelves with obferving, . that^ 
notwithftanding the Spanifl) fleet efcapeo, and 
ibme other untoward accidents happened, in whic^ 
the earl was not altogether without blame, yet 
three fliips from the Havannah, the cargoes of 
which amounted to near one hundred thouiand 
pounds, were taken ; by which, the bcft p^ of 
the expences of the undertaking were dcj&ayed, and 
fo the fleet returned to England towards the dofe 
of Odober. 

In relpeft to what Cannien fuggeft$> that, after 
their arrival in England, £0ex and Ralegh accufed 
each other, by which great difturbances wcft oc* 
cafioned, diere is fome reafon to doubt the matter 
of fad, and to believe they were bodi wifer men, 
and knew their refpedive mtere{b better than tp 
a6t in fuch a manner. It is true that the earl of 
Eflex, upon his return from the iQand voyage* 
(hewed evident figns of deep diQ>leafu]ft, retired 
to his houfe at Wanftead^ and, under pretence of 
ficknefs, abfented himfelf from the fervice of par- 
liamient then fitting; and it is alio. very tru« 
which Camden reports, that his difl&tisfistdion arofe 
from the lord admiral's being created earl of Not- 
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tingham in his abfence, with fome particulaf 
claulcs in the preamble of his patent, which, as they 
were highly honourable for that noble peer, Eflex 
conceived threw fome difparagement ujx^n himfelf* 
But, as to what tlie fame hiltorian infinuates, that 
he was no lefs difpleafed that (ir Robert Cecil was 
advanced to be chancellor of the duchy of Lan- 
cailer, becaufe he confidered him as his principal 
antagoiiitt, and a fall friend to fir Walter Ralegh i 
there is fome realhn to queftion that the firll was 
the great, if not the ible caufe of the earl's dif- 
quiet ; that his- dillalte was veiy far from being 
peevifli or unreafonable ; and, that thofe who arc 
reputed to have been his greateft enemies, were, 
in reality, the very i^crfons that procured this noble 
peilon the fatisfaclion he defired. 

This iatisfaftion confifted in creating the earl of 
KHex earUmarflial of England; which was done 
on the twenty-eighth of December, 1597*, and he 
took his place in parliament accordingly on Wed- 
netllay the eleventh of January following : but, 
whereas Camden reports, that this office had been 
fupnreifed, or lain dormant, from the death of the 
earl of Shrewfbury ; from whence it might be in- 
ferred, that it was a very extraordinary thing for 
the queen to be drawn to this promotion, it is 
clearly a millokc; the earl of Eflex fitting, in 
tins very parliament, as carl-marfhal, and having 
})recedence accordingly. We may add to this, that 
Camden liimfelf had occafion to confuier this point 
of the Uieceflion, power, and prerogative of the 
ea.is marihal of England, verj' clofely : nor is it 
ac all improbable, that it was, upon this very oc- 
caiion •, tor the earl of I'flex is the lall mfluihai 
nu nt:oneJ in his lilV, and he fhews very fully his 
hereditary claim to that great honour. 

It 
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It is generally agreed, that this noble perlbn 
had nothing of diffimulation in hh nature ; and 
therefore, having obtained th\s new favour of the 
queen, he was perfeftly well pleafed, and very 
readily promifed fir Robert Cecil, fecretary of 
ftate, who was appointed to execute a commiflion 
of great importance to the French king, that no- 
thing to the prejudice of his intereft fhould be done 
in his abfence, without which promife the fecretary 
would not have gone : and this he not only per* 
formed with the utmoft punftuality, but even dis- 
charged the fecretary's bufinefs, in his abfence, 
with the utmoft care and vigilance ; and all this 
time no quarrels with fir Walter Ralegh, or fo 
much as the leaft' coldnfefs : on the contrary, fir 
Walter knowing that the carl had engaged himfelf 
to his relation fir Robert Sydney, in reference to 
the poft of vice-chamberlain, which was then, va- 
cant, he declined folliciting for it purely out of 
refpeft to EflTex. But, in the month of May, 
1598, fir Robert Cecil returning to England with 
new notions in relation to the peace, he quickly 
arofo frefli difputes in the council about the c}n>e- 
diency of that meafure, which was very eameray, 
as well as eloquently preflTed by the ola and wife 
lord treafurer Burleigh j and as warmly decried by 
the carl of Eflex, who wanted not very plaufible 
reafons in fupport of what he faid. The trea- 
furer, at length, grew into a great heat •, info- 
much that he told the earl of Eflex, that he feemed 
to be intent upon nothing but blood and flaughter. 
The earl explained himfelf upon this, that the 
blood and fiaughter of the queen's enemies might 
be very lawfully his intention : that hfc was not 
againft a folid, but a fpecious and precarious 
peace ; that the Spaniards were a fubtle and ambi- - 
tious people, who had contrive^ to do England 
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more mifchief in time of peace than of war ; and, 
that, as to an enemy, whofe hands it was impofli- 
ble to bind by treaty, it was better not to tie up 
our own; The treafurcr at laft drew out a Prayer- 
book, in which he fhewcd EfTex this expreflion, 
•* Men of blood fhould not live out half their 
" days." Yet Camden, from whom we have aU 
this, acknowledges, that many thought the arKU- 
ments of Eflex had weight -, and that, it\ reality^ 
his chief concern was for the honour and happi- 
nefs of his native country, which he thought 
might be better promoted by an open war, which 
would always keep the king of Spain's hands full 
at home •, than by an unfteady peace, which 
might give his catholic majefty time to recover his 
fucceflTive lofTcs, and allow him leifure alfo to prac- 
tifc his ufual arts for weakening us. 

As the earl knew well enough, that various me- 
thods would be ufed to prejudice the common 
people againft him, more efpecially fuch as in any 
degree got their living by trade, or thought them- 
felves opprefled by the taxes levied for the fup- 
port of the war, he refolvcd to write a vindication 
of his own proceedings, and to deliver his own 
arguments, with all the advantages that his own 
patlictic eloquence could give them; which he ad- 
drefTed to his dear friend Anthony Bacon, and 
whicli ftill remains a memorial of his great virtues 
and admirable abilities. 

About this time died the lord treafurer Bur- 
leigh ; which was a great misfortune to the earl of 
J:'.flrx, fince the remembrance of his father, the 
trull rcpofcd in him by committing this his eldeft 
Jon to his care, and the relpeft and obedience 
which had been fliewn him by the young lord for 
fcveral years, prelerved in him a tendernefs for 
hi:i peribn, and a real concern for his fortunes: 
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but, when that great counfellor was gone, thofe 
who hated the earl, afted without reftraint, crofled 
whatever he propofed, flopped the rife of every 
man he loved, and treated all his projedts with an 
air of fupercilious contempt, except one which 
they thought would be his ruin. 

By the death of the lord-treafurer Burleigh, the 
chancellorfhip of the univerfity of Cambridge be- 
came vacant -, upon which, as the higheft mark 
of their refpeft poffible, that learned body chofe 
the earl of Eflex in his room. Upon this account 
he went down to pay them a vifit, was entertained 
at Queen's College with great magnificence*, and, 
as a proof of their aflfedion, the room in which he 
lay was, long after, diftinguiihed by the name of 
EfTex-chamber. 

We may account this one of the laft inftances of 
this great man's felicity, for he was now advancjKi 
too high to lit at eafe % and thofe ^who longed fCMr 
his honours and employments, very bufily ftudied 
how they might bring about his fall. 

The firfl great fhock he had given him in the 
queen's favour, was on the (core of the perion he 
propofed to be fent over to Ireland, before he was 
drawn to have thoughts of going thither himfelf ; 
and though, in appearance, he was reconciled and 
reftored to the queen's favour, yet there is gQpd 
reafon to doubt whether it was ever recovered in 
reality ; or, at leaft, to the degree in which he 
formerly held it. 

An event happened much about this time, 
which (hewed the fentiments the enemies of Eng- 
land had of this noble perfon, and ought there- 
fore to have endeared him to fuch as had a real 
afieftlon for their country : there was one Edward 
Squire feized and imprifoned for treafon, and his 
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cafe came out to be this ; he had been a groom in 
the queen's ftables, went afterwards to fea with fir 
Francis Drake, was taken prifoner and carried to 
Spain, where he was perfuaded by a jefuit to un- 
dertake poifoningthe earl of Effcx, and afterwards 
queen Elizabeth •, for performing which he had 
poifon given him in a bladder. He found means 
to rub this, as he was direfted, upon the pommel 
of the queen's i'addle ; got himfclf afterwards re- 
commended to ferve on board the earl's ftiip in 
the ifland voyage, where, in like manner, he poi- 
foncd both the arms of his great chair ; yet no ef- 
feft followed in either cafe. Upon this, the Spa- 
nifh jefuit, fufpefting the man and not his drug, 
caufcd information to be given in England againft 
Squire, who, finding himfelf betrayed by his con^ 
feflbr, opened the whole fcene, and plainly acknow- 
ledged his endeavours to difpatch both the queen 
and the earl -, for which he was defervedly executed. 

The miferies of Ireland continued all this time, 
or rather increafed ; and, when propofals were 
made, in the queen's council, for lending over a 
new governor, with certain reftriftions ; Eilex 
took occafion of fhewing, that nothing had been 
hitherto fo cxpcnfive as an ill-timed frugality; 
and, that the Irilh rebels had been the only gainers 
by the rcllraint put upon the Englifh deputies. 

Thofc who hated this noble perfon, were not 
difpleafed when they found him in this difpofition, 
and, at length, took, in their turn, occafion from 
his objedtions, to fuggeft, that the total redu6bion 
of that illand was to be expeded from none but 
himlVlf -, which, at firft, he declined : but per- 
ceiving that he could enjoy little quiet or comfort 
at home \ that it was with difficulty he maintained 
his credit j and that, by failing die expectations of 
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his friends, he rtiohld gradually lofe them, he con- 
fented to accept that fatal preferment, and agreed 
to go over into that kingdom, which had been the 
grave of his father's fortunes,, and which his bcft 
friends forefaw would prove the gulf of his own. 
It is indeed true that he had a great army granted 
him, and that due care was taken for the payment 
of it ; that his powers were very large, and his 
appointments very great-, but thefe were obtained 
with many ilruggles, and notice was taken of every 
thing he promifed, or feemed to promife, in order 
to obtain them •, and, when all things were regu- 
lated, he was fo far trom going with alacrity, as 
to a place which he had fought, and to a command 
which he meditated for the fake of greater things, 
that he feemed rather to look upon it as a baniih- 
ment, and a place alTignedhim to retreat from his 
Ibvercign's prtTentdifpleafure, rather than a potent 
government b^rtowed upon him by her favour. 

The truth of this may be not only probably col- 
le£l:ed, but in fome meafure proved, from an 
epiftie of his to the queen, written after his ap- 
pointment to the government of Ireland, and be- 
fore his going thither, of which there is a very 
imperfect copy in the Cabala ; but that lofs is now 
fupplicd, by the following full and correifb tran- 
fcript of that valuable and authentic paper, from 
the colledions in the Harleian library. If we con- 
fidcr the earl's character, and how incapable he 
was of difTc-mbling, the weight of this evidence 
will be the greater ; but, without taking in that, 
the very llile ot the letter is fuch as will put all 
fufpicion of artifice out of the cale -, which will 
teach the reader what to think of the declaration 
of his treaions, that ftands entirely upon this bot- 
tom, that he had plotted a revolution in England 
H h 3 before 
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before he went to Ireland -, and defired the lieu- 
tenancy that he might put himfclf at the head of 
an army, and enter into a confederacy with the 
rebels. 



(C 



To the Queen. 






it 



" FROM a mind delighting in forrowj from 
*' fpirits walled with pafllon ; from a heart torn in 
pieces with care, grief and travail ; from a man 
that hareth himfelf, and all things elfe that keep 
** him alive-, what fcrvice can your majefty ex- 
pe£t, fince any fcrvice paft deferves no more 
thap banirtiment and profcription to the cur- 
*' fedeft of all iflands ? It is your rebels pride 
*' and fucceflion muft give me leave to ranfom 
myfelf out of this hateful prifon, out of my 
loathed body ; which, if it happen fo, your 
** majefty fhall have no caufe to miflike the fafliion 
of my death, fince the courfe of my life could 
never pleafe you. 
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" Happy he could finifh forth his fate 
In fome unhaunteci defert, moftobfcure 
" From all fociety, from love and hate 
Of worldly folk ; then fhould he fleep fecure ; 
'^ Then wake again, and yield God ever praife; 
Content with hips, and haws, and brambleberry j 
" In contemplation pafling out his days. 
And chanp:e of holy thoughts to make him 

" merry : 
Who, when he dies, his tomb may be a bu(h. 
Where harmlels Robin dwells with gentle 
*' Thrufli/' 

" Your majeuy's exiled fervant, 

*' ROBERT ESSEX.'' 



On 



»■*■ 
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On the twelfth of March, 1598/hiscotnmtffioA 
for lord lieutenant pafled the the great-feal; and» 
on the twcnty-feventh of the fame month, about 
two in the afternoon, he fct out^ from Seething- 
lane, and pafTing through the city in a plain habitt 
accompanied by many of the nobility, he was at- 
tended by vaft crowds of people out of town ; and 
it was obferved, with a view, perhaps, to prepare 
the world to have a bad opinion of his condud^, 
that the weather was exceeding fair when he took . 
horfe ,but, by that time he came to Iflington,there 
was a heavy ttorm of rain, attended with thunder 
and lightning,. The like bald weather he met 
with at fea, fo that he did not arrive at Dublin, 
or take upon him his charge, before the fifteenth , 
of April, 1599. - 

He found things in that country in a ftate very 
different from what he expected, and perceived 
that there was nothing to be done, at leaft to any 
purpofe, till he was well acquainted with the 
country in which he was to aft. He found, like- 
wife, that the new-raifed men he had brought 
over were altogether unfit for aftion, till they 
were feafoned to the country, and well acquainted 
with difcipline. 

Thefe confiderations hindered him from march- 
ing direftly to Ulfter, for fear Tir-Ocn fliould 
make any advantage of his weaknefles ; and the 
council defiring that he would fupprefs fomc dif- 
orders in Munfter, he thought that a fair occafioa 
of cxercifing his new troops, and did it effe&ually. 

On his return to Dublin, that very day two. 
months on which he received the government, he 
wrote a letter to the queen, containing a free, 
fair, and full reprefentationof the ftate orthingsin 
that country •, which moft admirable performance 
pointing out all the fteps that were afterwards 

H h 4 taken. 
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taken, and by which his fuccellbr made an end of 
the war, rciniiins upon record in Ireland i but, of 
the contents thereof, not a iyllable is mentioned 
in Camden or the reft of our hillorians. This let- 
ter he fcnt over to the queen by his fecretary, in 
hopes that from thence ihc might have derived a 
julr notion of the ftate of things in that ifland} 
but it proiluccd no fuch cfFed : on the contray, 
the queen was exceedingly provoked that he had 
not marched into Ulfter, in order to attack Tir- 
Oen, and repeated her orders upon that head in 
very ftrong terms. 

Before thefc arrived. Sir Henry Harrington^ 
with fomc of thefrefli troops, had been worftcd by 
the O Brians •, which fo provoked Eflex, that he 
caufed the remains of thole troops to be decimated^ 
which, with the throwing a foldier over-board in 
his hift expedition, with his own hands, arc the 
only inllances of feverity recorded of him. 

\\hen he receiveil the queen's orders, and wa3 
on the point of marching into lilller, he was pre- 
vailed upon to enter the country of Ophaly, to re- 
duce the C) Connors and the O Moores 5 which he 
performed : but his troops were fo harrafled and 
diminllhed thercljy, that, with the advice and con^* 
fenr of the council of Ireland, he wrote home for 
a recruit of two thouland men. 

In the miiHl of thefe crolTes in Ireland, an army 
was fudJcniy railed in luigland, xmder the com« 
mand of the carl of Nottingham; no- body well 
knowing why: but. In reality, from the fuggef^ 
tions of tlie earl's inemies to the queen,, that he 
ratlier meJitiuod an invalion on his native country, 
thiUi tlie rcdurtion of the Irilh rebels. 

At kn<.^th, KlUx, intciulingforUlfter, fentor^ 
ders to CliHvMd, wh(^ commanded in Connaught, to 
march towards the enemy on that fide, that Tir- 

Oen 
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Ocn might be obliged to divide his forces ; wWch 
was executed, but with fuch ill fortune, that the 
Englifh, being furprized, were beaten, with the 
the lofs of their comrhander in chief, together with 
fir Alexander Ratcliflfe, arid one hundred and forty 
men. 

Upon the arrival of the fuccours which he had 
demanded, the lord-lieutenant marched, through' 
with a fmall force, againft Tir-Oen, in the letter 
end of the month of Anguft j but, on the eighth 
of September following, was prevailed . upon to . 
confer with him alone at the ford of Ballaclynch i . 
and afterwards with counfellors on both fides, wheii 
he concluded a truce for fix weeks, and fo from fix 
weeks to fix weeks, till May ; provided that, on a 
fortnight's notice, either party might be at liberty 
to refume the war. 

He was led to this by the weak and deiperate 
refolution he had taken of returning to England, 
whither he had once fome thoughts of tranlporting 
a body of his forces, but was difiliaded from it by 
his friends. However, upon receiving a fliarp let-~ ^ 
ter, direfted to him and the council, from the 
queen, he determined to flay no longer, fettled ^ ' 
the government in the beft manner he could, and, 
with a few of his' friends, came over to England. 

He arrived before any notice could be received 
of his defign ; went diredlly to the court at Non- 
fuch^ and prefented himfelf to the queen on the 
twenty-eighth of September, where he met with 
a tolerable reception ; but was, foon after, com- 
mitted, treated with a mixture of kindnefe and 
' feverity, till, upon his abfolute fubmiflion, he was 
brought before fome of the privy-council; fevcrely 
reprimanded, difmifled from the board, fufpended 
from the excrcife of all his great offices, except 
that of mafter^of the horfe, and committed to a 

keeper. 
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keeper, fir Rich«ircl Barklcy, who was, 'not long 
alter, withdrjiwn. 

Such was the iflue of the queen's refentments : 
as for what happened afterwards, it was the cffcfts 
of his own ill conduct, wrought up to a degree of 
madnrfs from the artiCiccs oFhisfubtlc enemies. 

In the fummer of tlic year 1 600, he recovered 
his liberty -, and, in the autumn following, he re- 
ceived Mr. Cuffc, who had been his fecretary in 
Ireland into his councils; who laboured toperluade 
him, that fubmiffion would never do him any 
gf)od ; that tlie queen was in the hands of a fac- 
tion, who v/cre his cncmicr,; and, that the only 
way to reftore his fortune, was to find the means 
of obiainin/5 an ^mdicnrc, in which he might be 
able to ivprdent liis own r;iff, let that means be 
what it would. 'Jlit* carl heard this dangerous 
advice without, confcniinj.:; to it, till he found there 
was no hojH's of {j;cttinf»: his farm of the Iwcet 
wines rcnrvvcd : then, it is laid, that, giving loofe 
ro liis paflion, he let fiH many vehement exprcf- 
Cions-, and, amon/.^ the reft, this fatal rcflefbion^ 
That the ({iKrn prr-w old and cankered, and that 
)icr mind was ;is c rooked as her carcafe. Camden 
iays thai ihis was at';gravatcd by fome of the court 
huli<s wh()?n he had difappointcd in their intrigues. 

!'he cMiloF Clarendon fcems to fufpeft the truth 
of M, bur another f',rcat hiftorian, who knew all 
the p iTV^c. of thole limes well, is more clear in 

this re !'[>':(' I. 

'riiulc i nrn-.ies who had rxaft intelligence of all 
hr proj^ollj, having provided eircdtually againft 
the cxc'iii 'K>n of his dclifpis, hurried him u|)on his 
f irr by a n.cilMj>c lent on the evening of tfhe leventh 
''f I'llnuaty, iec|uirin«r, him to attend the council 5- 
v/hii h lie deejinrd. I le then gave out that they 
l*-^;.^^!!: his life, kejn a watch in Elfcx-houfe all 

night. 
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night, and fummoned jiis friends, for his defence, 
the next morning. 

The queen, being informed of the great refbrt 
of people of all ranks to the earl, fent the lord- 
keeper Egerton, the earl of Worcefter, fir Francis 
Knolles, (his uncle by the mother's fide) and the 
lord-chief-juftice Popham, to know his grievances; 
whom, after a (hort and inefFedual conterence, he 
confinejd ; and thet)) attended by the earls of Rut- 
land and Southampton, the lord Sands, the lord 
Monteagle, and about two hundred sendemen, he 
went into the city, where the earl ofBedford, the 
lord Cromwell, and fome other gendemen joined 
him-, but his dependanpe on the populace failed 
him i and fir Robert Cecil prevailing upon his bro- 
ther, the lord Burleigh, to go with fir Gilbert De- 
thick, then king at arms, and proclaim Efiex and 
his adherents traitors, in the principal ftreets, the 
carl found it impoflible to return to his houfe by 
land ; and, therefore, fending fir Ferdinando 
Gorges before to releafe the chief-juftice, who, for 
his own fake, thought fit to extend that order to 
the reft of the privy-counfellors ; the earl, with 
his principal attendants, returned in boats to Eflex- 
houfe ; which was quickly inverted by the earl rf 
Nottingham, lord-admiral, with k great force j to 
whom, after many difputes, and fome blood fpilt, 
he and his adherents at laft furrendered, 

Eflex was carried that night to the archbiihop^ 
of Canterbury's palace at Lambeth, with the ead 
of Southampton, and the next day they were fent 
to the Tower. 

On the nineteenth of the fame month, they 
were arraigned before their peers, and, after a 
long trial, they were found guilty, arid fcn- 
tence of death pronounced by the lord Buckhurfi:^ 

who 
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\vh(^ fiif AS \{)\\\ hiirh (Ic'w.inl. Upon this mrlan^ 
I holy oii;i(ion, all thai hJlrjc liiitL wiis, *• If her 
** hrr nhiirllv h.ul pl'-alril, this hoily of iniiir nii[{ht 
•* havi-iloiu- h'M hriiri Ici\it:r; howrvc*i\ I lluill htr 
** I'lail if ii may prove liiviirahic to hrr ;niy way.*' 

Afin lie was icinanJcil to thr 'rovvt!\ thc*rc 
wrir jMcat piiins lal.rn to iliaw from him very 
larrr .iml tull ^ oiiri-lhons ; whii h was the more 
r-aly, :ii li«' was tiulyaiul fiiucM'rly pious; :iiul, 
lifter he* was oiu e peiliuuleil, that his projei"-! was 
iif a t!i-aI«)iMl>lr naiiiie, he mailr it a juiint of ion- 
1( inu e lo ilih loli* all he knew, thoiipji it was hi^rhly 
Mrjuihi lal to his frieiuls, aiiil lOiiUI ilo no pjocui to 
ninlelt ; aiul, iiulieil, hr ili«l not appear riiher to 
tlelit'ii (M ih-fire it. Two iralon.s Irem rfpeei.illy 
to have inovejj hn h as let on loot llieie iMMiMices^ 
l)y whieh the hoiiclly ol I'.ll'ex was remlereil fatal 
even to his lall hieath ; aiul they Were lui'h as hv- 
i'aine poliiieian'., who IkuI nothing hiir lelf intcrrll 
in view; whiih., il' they loiilil i)iomote, liiry hail 
noi eiiht-r I onfulerati(Mi or pity for others. ']'he 
fill! wa., iha!,l)vhi'i pioper « Miifc flion, theymipju 
efliVliially eilal>hlh the truth of his plot, int'i'eafc 
the ijimiher ol' its ein mnllam cs, hei|>jhten the ap- 
paiefit il.in;»er ol ii-; i onieqiiem es, ami thereby 
liiinilh |>!eiiiii'iil m.iieiials for proelamation.s, lei'- 
limns, and il«-i laiaf io.is; whuh mi|»;ht remove fn^n I 
the- unhappy ( ai 1 .ill inf.ins olohLiifiin}*; mr-riy •, vk- 
fill' ill ih( (|iie('n ilic iiim<){l honor ; and, at the* 
IiMH- \'\\\(\ fi'iiily \\'\ Willi dilnial apprehenllons, 
v.-h:!e i' II iMoii in 'v'iK'ial W.is ailonllhed, aiuI 
ihcji alKii.ii'i Ni ihrunlia|)pv e.nl i ooled, or, aC 
l( alK t oiitoiin.lv d. In .dl wiui'h, lor a time, ihey 
"ainevj I hfir rwA. 

rlie 1)1 her iiiMfive w.«s inulinj*; out eviilence 
;'?'. n'dl ihe ( hiej" ol' ins adiif relit ;, many of whom 
v^t'K (i| ;Mcai ini.diiy, ajid loine alio of [jreal for- 
tune. 
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tune, whom they meant to let efcape out of the 
briars, provided neverthelefs that they left their 
fleeces behind them ; in which they were like- 
wife but too fuccefsfuli rendering highly profitable 
to themfelves that clemency which their royal mif- 
trefs would have extended freely. 

Camden adds to this another circumftaqce, 
which wants explaining , he fays, that he difco- 
vered many in Scotland, France, and the Low- 
Countries, who were embarked with him •, befides 
others in England, and the lord Mongoy, who 
fucceeded him in the government of Ireland j fo 
that their numbers obliged the. queen to diflemble 
what fhe knew. He adds, that he gave a confef- 
fion under his hand, which his enemies (hewing to 
king James fome time after, brought him and his 
friends into great difefteem with that prince. 

After drawing out of Eflex all that he could 
, fay, and thereby rendering death more defireable 
to him than life, the twenty-fifth of February was 
fixed for his execution ; as to which the qi^en was 
irrefolute to the very laft ; fo that fhe fcnt fir Ed- 
ward Cary to countermand it : but, as Camden 
fays, confidering afterwards his ob(tihaqr> hi« rtfi- 
fufing to afk her pardon, and declaring that fais 
life was inconfiftent with her fafety, Ihe counter* 
manded thefe orders, and direiEted heihould die. 

There is a flrange flory. current in the world 
about a ring, which the earl of Clarendon ftiles a 
loofe report, that crept into difcourfe fbon af%erhis 
miferable end ; yet a foreign writer, of gneat re- 
putation, gives us this jLSLan undoubted truth, and 
that upon the authority o£ an Ehglifh miniflier, who 
might be well pr^fumed. to ■ know what he iaid i 
and therefore, in the word$ of that writer, wc (hall 
report it. 

"The 






486 The LIFE and DEATH of 

But to thc^point ; the chevalier Louis Aubcrjr 
de Mauricr, who was many years the French mi- 
nifter in Holland, a man of great parts and un- 
fufpefted veracity, delivers this tale in the follow- 
ing words : 

" It will not, I believe, be thought either im- 
" pertinent or difagreeable to add here what prince 
*' Maurice had from the mouth of Mr. Carleton, 
embaffador from England in Holland, who died 
fecretary of ftate; fo well known under the 
" name of my lord Dorchefter, and who was a 
" a man of merit. He faid, that queen Elizabeth 
gave the earl of Effcx a ring, in the height of 
her paflion for him, ordering him to keep it, 
*' and that whatever he (hould commit, (he would 
" pardon him, when he (hould return that pledge. 
** Since that time, the earl's enemies having pre- 
vailed with the queen, who befides was exaf* 
perated againft him for the contempt he (hewed 
her beauty, which, through age, began to de- 
cay, (he caufed him to be impeached. 
" When he was condemned, (he expefted that 
he would lend her the ring, and would have 
granted him his pardon according to her pro- 
'' mife. The earl, finding himfelf in the laft ex- 
tremity, applied to admiral Howard's lady, who 
was his relation, and defired her, by a perfon 
** whom he could truft, to return the ring into the 
^^ queen's own hands. But her hufband, who was 
*' one of the earl's greateft enemies, and to whom 
*^ (he told this imprudently, would not fuflfer her 
*' to acquit herfelt of the commiflion j fo that the 
•' queen conl'ented to the earl's death, being full 
^' of indignation againft fuch a proud and haughty 
*' fpirit, who chofc rather to die than to implore 
*' her mercy. 

" Some 
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" Some time after, the admirars lady» fell JSckf 
*• and, being given over by Kcr phyfidaos, flue 
^' fent word to the queen, that iht had fooKChiag 
^ of great confequencc to tell her before flue died! 
*' The queen came to her bed-fide, and hiving 
*' ordered all the attendants to withdraw, the ad- 
*' miraFs lady returned her, but too late, that ring 
^' from the earl of Eflex, defiring to be exculed 
^^ that fhe did not return it fooner, having been 
" prevented doing it by her huiband. 

" The queen retired immediately, being over- 
** whelmed with the utmoft grief; (he fifi^ied am* 
** tinually for a fortnight following^ without tak- 
ing any nourifhment, lying a-bed entirely dreflfed, 
and getting up an hundred times a night. At 
^' laft (he died with hunger knd with grie^ becaufe 
^' (he had confented to the death of a . lover who 
" had applied to her for mercy, 

" This melancholy adventure fliews, that there, 
^^ are frequent tranfitions from one paflion to aflo^- 
^^ ther ; and, that as love often changes to hate^ 
^' fo hate, giving place fometimes tapity, brings^ 
^^ the mind back again into its firft ibu;e." 

Sir Dudley Carleton„ who is made the atithor oC 
this itory, was a man who deierved tl^e charafter 
that is given of himy and could not but be well 
informed of what pafled at court : but, whoevn 
confiders the age of queen Elizabeth, at the time 
when the earl of Eflex firft eotered into her pay 
fence, will find it difficult to believe the cpxetk 
ever confidered him in the light of a lover. 

This countefs a£ Nottingham^ was the daughter 

of the lord vilcount Hanfikm» related t0 the 

queen, and alfo by his mother to the earl oCBftx. 

Before we part with this fubje£t» it nwf. not be 

amifs to obferve, that fomething of trtedt them 

certainly 
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certainly is as to the queen's death being hafleried 
by an accident relating to a ring, and by her fc- 
fleftingon the death of the earl of Eflcx. 

In the ceremony of her coronation, fhc was 
wedded to the kingdom with a ring, which Ihe al- 
ways wore, till, the flclh growing over it, it was 
filed off a little before her deceafe. About the 
fame time obfcrving, that the lofs of Eflcx, and 
the confufion of his friends, had put her entirely 
into the hands of thofe who began to ncgledt her, 
and court her luccclFor, flie could not help faying 
in an excefs of pallion, " I'hcy have now got mc 
" in a yoke, I have nobody left me that I can 
" trull; my condition is the perfeft reverfe of 
*' what it was." It is alfo true, that a melancholy 
fenfe of this brought her to her end about twenty- 
five months after the death of Eflex. 

" The manner of the earl's fuftering death is (b 
*' largely related in Camden, and others, that we 
" fliall not meddle with it here, farther than to ob- 
*' lerve, that, as many aftions of his life fpoke him 
** a hero, fo this lall aftion fhewed him a true Chrif- 
" tian, by manifeltinghewas farlefs careful of his 
" body tlian his foul, and much more afiraid of hi$ 
" fin than his punifliment." 

• His chara^^ler is very fully drawn by fir Heniy 
\Votton, very tairly by fir Robert Naunton, very 
freely by Camden, and very finely touched by the 
mafterly pen of the loixl Clarendon j neither arc 
there wanting fome uleful touches in Ofborne, 
Fuller, Lloyd, Winft:anlcy, and other writers of 
iefs fame. It appears, from the comparifon of 
thcfe, that, in relpeft to the public, he was truly 
a patriot, had a great regard to his Ibvcrcign's ho- 
nour, and no Icfs zeal for his country's fervice ; he 
valued himfclt on lofing a father and a brother, 

and 
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and in fperiding a great part of his fubftance in 
the caule of both ; his projcfts were high, but 
very honourable ; and the difficulties with which 
they were embarraflcd^ feemed rather to invite 
than to dejcd him. Hewai, however, too covet- 
ous of r©yal favour, and, fome fay, riot rcfpeftful ■ 
enough to the royal perfoh ; and, if there was any 
truth in this, his fault was inexcUfable, the queen 
preventing his merit by her favours, as well as re- ' 
warding it by honours -, nor did he feel the fun-^ 
fhine only, but the dew of the Court, fince^ if the 
lord-treafurer Buckhurft computed right, and he 
was no enemy to my lord of Eflex, he received, 
in grants, penfions, ancl places, to the amount of 
three hundred thouland pounds i but then, as he 
received all this from, he fpent it for, the public ; 
and, if he fometiines appeared covetous, it was 
that he might be always generous •, for, to his ho- 
nour be it fpoke, learning never approached him 
ungraced, merit unrewarded, or want without re- 
ceiving relief. His fovereign's favour he loft 
often, the fidelity of his friends, and the afFeftion 
of the people never -, yet he fometimes trufted thofe 
who had been formerly his enemies, and was not 
fortunate in all his enterprizes *, which renders the 
wonder greater. 

As to his perfon, he is reported to haivc been 
tstU, but not very well made, his countenance re- 
ferved, his air rather martial than courtly, very 
carelefs in drefs, and very little addifted to trifling 
diverfions. Learned he was, and a lover of learned 
men •, wrote with that facility which is the true 
mark of genius ; with that clofenefs and perfpi- 
cuity, which is the happieft fruit of learning ; and 
that noble fimplicity, which is thecharaflerillicof 
a great mind. Sincere ift his friendfhip, but not fa 

Vol. IL I i careful 
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careful as he ought to have been in making a riglif 
choice ; found in his morals, except in the point 
of gallantry, and thoroughly well aflfiiftcd to the 
prottilant religion, of wnich he had very juft no- 
tions, defpitin^ alike the m^annefs of fuperftition 
and the folly 6t infidelity. 

He fuffcred at the ufual place of execution, 
in the thirty-fourth year of his age, leav- 
ing by his wife only one fon, Robert, and two 
^' oghters ; France^ 'ho became the wife of Wil- 
liam, firft earl.vjJswii ■ ^'s, of Hertford, and 
V, luftly duke of jomerk. .^J Dorothy, who firft 

married fir Henry S^V^JcyK "^Stanton Harold in 
the county of LeiCdi^er, bart. and afterwards to 
William Stafford, of Blatherwyck, in the county 
of Northampton, efq. He left alio, by Mrs 
Southwell,- a na,tural ion named Walter. ' 



End of the Second Volume^ 
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